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Fargo, 1996 
Directed by and Written by Joel and Ethan Coen 

98 minutes 

 
Cast 
Marge Gunderson Frances McDormand 

Jerry Lundegaard William H. Macy 

Carl Showalter Steve Buscemi 
Wade Gustafson Harve Presnell 

Gaear Grimsrud Peter Stormare 

Jean Lundegaard Kristin Rudrud 
Scotty Lundegaard Tony Denman 

Shep Proudfoot Steve Reevis 
Reilly Diefenbach Warren Keith 

Stan Grossman Larry Brandenburg 

Norm Gunderson John Carroll Lynch 
Lou Bruce Bohne 

Mike Yanagita Steve Park 

Officer Olson Cliff Rakerd 
 

Credits 

Executive Producer Tim Bevan, Eric Fellner 
Line Producer John Cameron 

Producer Ethan Coen 

Original Music  Carter Burwell 
Non-Original Music  Paul Anka, Burt Bacharach, Lee Hazlewood, Chuck Mangione, & Jimmy Webb 

ñLetôs Find Each Other Tonightò Jose Feliciano 

Cinematography Roger Deakins 
Film Editing  Ethan Coen & Joel Coen (a.k.a. Roderick Jaynes) 

Casting  John S. Lyons 

Production design  Rick Heinrichs 
Art Direction  Thomas P. Wilkins 

Set Decoration  Lauri Gaffin 

Costume Design Mary Zophres 

 

Chapter 1: True Story/Main Title 1996 

MGMôs roaring lion goes by the name Leo, and he first appeared in 1928. The Latin inscription 

on the film banner translates to ñArt for Artôs Sake.ò 

 

Polygram Filmed Entertainment sold much of its film library, including Fargo, to MGM in 

January 1999. 

 

0:00:20The film is not, in fact, ñBased on a true storyò. The crime is based on a real crime but 

the actors are all invented to tell the story. 

 

The word ñtrueò has origins in the Middle English word ñtrewe,ò 

which in turn came from the Old English word ñtreowe,ò meaning 

faithful. 

 

 The Coen brothers were the ones that decided to poke a hole in this 

ñTrue Storyò balloon. The idea was would the audience stay with the 

movie longer, if they believed it was a true story, but it is all made up 

by the Coen brothers. Fargo was the sixth film made by the brothers 

Joel and Ethan Coen. 
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Joel and Ethan Coen spoke about the opening scene of Fargo with Time Out magazine Ethan 

Coen: ñThe bird that appears in the opening shot was just an accident; we always had great luck 

with birds.ò The Coen brothersô film Barton Fink ends with a shot of a bird diving into the 

ocean. The common loon is the state bird of Minnesota. The western meadow lark is the state 

bird of North Dakota. 

 

The car on screen is actually driving from Minnesota to North Dakota. 

 

None of the movie scenes, either exterior or interior, were actually filmed in Fargo. The bar 

exterior shown at the beginning of the movie is located in Northeast Minneapolis. 

 

Lecture information from Roger Deakins the director of Photography on the film. 

 

For this opening sequence it was filmed outside of Minneapolis Saint Paul, they were waiting for 

a snowy day to shot this sequence, and waited about two weeks, they were filming in an office 

building when it snowed, thus the second unit went out to capture these images. It turned out to 

be one of the driest winters on record, so most of the snow that you will see later on in the film is 

created by an ice chipping machine. 

 
Biography for Joel Coen, Director 

Date of birth 29 November 1954, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA  
Spouse Frances McDormand 1984-present, two children 

 

 Trade mark  

 Frequently casts Steve Buscemi, John Goodman, Jon Polito, John Turturro, Michael Badalucco, 

Charles Durning, and Frances McDormand 

 References to the films of Stanley Kubrick. 

 Films often center around or include a botched crime. 

 Coens frequently focus on round spinning objects: hat in Miller's Crossing, bowling balls and 

tumble-weed in Big Lebowski, hair pomade tins in O Brother, UFO and a car wheel in Man 
Who Was Not There...or the fans in Blood Simple. 

 Often creates at least one lengthy sequence in most of his films where only music plays as a 

major event unfolds, i.e Raising Arizona when Nicolas Cage is beingchased after robbing a 
store. Also sequences in Millerôs Crossing, The Big Lebowski, The Man who wasn't there, and 

Fargo. 

 Often has a certain phrase that is repeated throughout the movie or a specific scene. 

 Typically makes movies set during a specific time period in the past. 

 Films usually contain at least one fast-talking character. 

Trivia  

 Gets credit for directing all of the Coen Brothers movies but it is well known that both Joel and his brother, Ethan Coen, direct their films 
together. They also write and produce their films together. 

 Alumnus of Simon's Rock College, Great Barrington, Massachusetts, along with brother Ethan. This is a fully-accredited college for students 
who typically enter at the age of 16 - before graduating high school. 

 
Director - filmography  

1. Paris, je t'aime (2005) (segment "1st arrondissement")  

2. The Ladykillers (2004)  

3. Intolerable Cruelty (2003)  

4. The Man Who Wasn't There (2001)  

5. O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000)  
6. The Big Lebowski (1998)  

7. Fargo (1996)  

8. The Hudsucker Proxy (1994)  
9. Barton Fink (1991)  

10. Miller's Crossing (1990)  

11. Raising Arizona (1987)  
12. Blood Simple. (1984)  

Writer - filmography  

1. The Ladykillers (2004) (screenplay)  

2. Intolerable Cruelty (2003) (screenplay)  

3. The Man Who Wasn't There (2001) (written by)  

4. O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000) (written by)  

5. The Big Lebowski (1998) (written by)  

6. Fargo (1996) (written by)  

7. The Hudsucker Proxy (1994) (written by)  
8. Barton Fink (1991) (written by)  

9. Miller's Crossing (1990) (written by)  

10. Raising Arizona (1987) (written by)  
11. Crimewave (1985/I) (written by)  

12. Blood Simple. (1984) (written by)  

Editor - filmography  
1. The Ladykillers (2004) (as Roderick Jaynes)  

2. Intolerable Cruelty (2003) (as Roderick Jaynes)  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001053/
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3. The Man Who Wasn't There (2001) (as Roderick 

Jaynes)  

4. O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000) (as Roderick 
Jaynes)  

5. The Big Lebowski (1998) (as Roderick Jaynes)  

6. Fargo (1996) (as Roderick Jaynes)  
7. Barton Fink (1991) (as Roderick Jaynes)  

8. Blood Simple. (1984) (as Roderick Jaynes)  

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography  
1. Waisa Bhi Hota Hai Part II (2003) (thanks)  

2. The Grey Zone (2001) (special thanks)  

3. The 4th Floor (1999) (special thanks)  

4. The Whole Wide World (1996) (special thanks)  

5. The Evil Dead (1981) (assistant film editor)  

6. Fear No Evil (1981) (assistant editor)  
Producer - filmography  

1. Seasons of Dust (2006) (executive producer)  

2. Romance & Cigarettes (2005) (executive producer)  
3. The Ladykillers (2004) (producer)  

4. Bad Santa (2003) (executive producer)  

5. Down From the Mountain (2000) (executive producer)  
Actor - filmography  

1. Spies Like Us (1985) Drive-In Security  

2. Crimewave (1985/I) (uncredited) 

 

Chapter 2 (0:04:30) Personal Matters 

Bill Massey coming into the bar, you will recognize him for numerous roles that he has played in 

films. 

 

Continuity: Gaearôs jacket and the beer bottles in the opening scene in the bar. 

 

With the Coen brothers films audience members are taken on a weird journey. It is not so much 

that it is funny, as it is right. ñIt is the idea that truth can be stranger than fiction story, it is the 

battle between good and evilò Coen Brothers. The brothers grew up in St. Louis Park, a suburb 

of Minneapolis, Minnesota. The brothers told The Sunday Times of London that Minnesota was 

ñlike Siberia, but with family restaurants.ò 

 
Biography for William H. Macy 

Date of birth 13 March 1950, Miami, Florida, USA, Birth name William Hall Macy Jr. , Height 5' 9"  
Spouse Felicity Huffman 1997-present, two children 

 

Trivia  

 Studied under David Mamet at Goddard College, Vermont. 

 Was the first choice to voice Marlin in Finding Nemo (2003). 

 While in New York, worked as "voice-over talent", including "Secret - strong enough for a man but made for a woman" 

("That's my most famous voice-over"). (Esquire, August 1997). 

 Has admitted to experimenting with LSD in college. William stated some friends referred to him as "acid head". 

 
Actor - filmography  

1. Conquistadora (2005)  

2. Edmond (2005) Edmond Burke  
3. Thank You for Smoking (2005) Senator Finistirre 

4. Sahara (2005) Admiral Sandecker  

5. The Wool Cap (2004) (TV) Gigot  
6. Cellular (2004) Mooney  

7. Reversible Errors (2004) (TV) Arthur Raven  

8. In Enemy Hands (2004) U.S.S. Swordfish:Travers  
9. Spartan (2004) Stoddard  

10. Seabiscuit (2003) Tick Tock McGlaughlin  

11. "Out of Order" (2003) (mini) TV Series Steven  
12. Stealing Sinatra (2003) John Irwin  

13. The Cooler (2003) Bernie Lootz  

14. Very Merry Muppet Christmas Movie (2002) Glenn  
15. Door to Door (2002/I) (TV) Bill Porter  

16. Welcome to Collinwood (2002) Riley  

17. Focus (2001/I) Lawrence 'Larry' Newman  
18. Jurassic Park III (2001) Paul Kirby  

19. State and Main (2000) Walt Price  

20. Panic (2000) Alex 
21. Magnolia (1999) Quiz Kid Donnie Smith  

22. The Night of the Headless Horseman (1999) Crane  

23. A Slight Case of Murder (1999) (TV) Terry Thorpe  
24. Mystery Men (1999) The Shoveller  

25. Happy, Texas (1999) Sheriff Chappy Dent  

26. A Civil Action (1998) James Gordon  

27. The Secret of NIMH 2: Timmy Rescue (1998)Justin  

28. Psycho (1998) Milton Arbogast  
29. Pleasantville (1998) George Parker  

30. The Con (1998) (TV) Bobby Sommerdinger  

31. Jerry and Tom (1998) Karl  
32. "The Lionhearts" (1998) Leo Lionheart  

33. Wag the Dog (1997) CIA Agent Charles Young  

34. Boogie Nights (1997) Little Bill  
35. Air Force One (1997) Major Caldwell  

36. Colin Fitz (1997) Mr. O'Day  

37. Ghosts of Mississippi (1996) Charlie Crisco 
38. Hit Me (1996) Policeman  

39. The Writing on the Wall (1996) (TV) Petrocelli  

40. Fargo (1996) Jerry Lundegaard  
41. Andersonville (1996) (TV) Col. Chandler  

42. Down Periscope (1996) Capt. Carl Knox (Orlando)  

43. Above Suspicion (1995) Pros. Atty. Schultz  
44. Evolver (1995) (voice) (as W.H. Macy)Evolver  

45. Tall Tale (1995) (uncredited) Railroad Magnate  

46. Roommates (1995) (uncredited) Doctor  
47. In the Shadow of Evil (1995) (TV) Dr. Frank Teague  

48. Murder in the First (1995) D.A. William McNeil  

49. Mr. Holland's Opus (1995) Vice P Gene Wolters  
50. Oleanna (1994) John  

51. Texan (1994) (TV) Doctor  
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52. ER (1994) (TV) Dr. David Morgenstern  

53. The Client (1994) Dr. Greenway  

54. Dead on Sight (1994) Steven Meeker  
55. Twenty Bucks (1993) Property Clerk  

56. Searching for Bobby Fischer (1993) Tunafish Father  

57. Benny & Joon (1993) Randy Burch  
58. The Heart of Justice (1993) (TV) Booth  

59. Being Human (1993) Boris  

60. A Murderous Affair: The Warmus Story (1992) Sean  
61. The Water Engine (1992) (TV) Charles Lang  

62. A Private Matter (1992) (TV) Psychiatrist  

63. Shadows and Fog (1992) Cop with Spiro  
64. In the Line of Duty: Siege at Marion (1992) Ray Daniels  

65. Homicide (1991) Tim Sullivan 

66. Things Change (1988) Billy Drake  
67. The Murder of Mary Phagan (1988) (TV) Randy  

68. Lip Service (1988) (TV) (as W.H. Macy) Farmer  
69. House of Games (1987) (as W.H. Macy) Sgt. Moran  

70. Radio Days (1987) (as W.H. Macy) Radio actor  

71. The Last Dragon (1985) (as W.H. Macy) J.J.  

72. The Boy Who Loved Trolls (1984) (TV) Socrates  

73. The Dining Room (1984) (TV) Standish  
74. The Cradle Will Fall (1983) (TV) Ben Duffy  

75. Without a Trace (1983) (as W.H. Macy) Reporter  

76. Foolin' Around (1980) (as W.H. Macy) Bronski  
77. Somewhere in Time (1980) (as W.H. Macy) Critic 

78. "The Awakening Land" (1978) (mini) TV Will Beagle 

Writer - filmography  
1. The Wool Cap (2004) (TV) (teleplay)  

2. Just a Walk in the Park (2002) (TV) (teleplay)  

3. Door to Door (2002/I) (TV) (written by)  
4. A Slight Case of Murder (1999) (TV) (teleplay)  

5. The Con (1998) (TV) (written by)  

6. Every Woman's Dream (1996) (TV) (teleplay)  
7. Above Suspicion (1995) (written by) (as W.H. Macy)  

8. "thirtysomething" (1987) TV Series (writer)  
Producer - filmography  

1. Transamerica (2005) (executive producer) 

 

The town of Fargo, North Dakota, was founded in 1871 by the Northern Pacific Railway as a 

trading post and shipping post. Fargo was named after William George Fargo, who helped found 

Wells, Fargo and Company. Local Industries in Fargo include meat packing, the manufacture of 

farm implements and fertilizer. 

 

William H. Macy begged the directors for the role of Jerry Lundegaard. He did two readings for 

the part, and became convinced he was the best man for the role. When the Coens didnôt get back 

to him on the subject, he flew to New York (where they were commencing production) and said, 

ñIôm very, very worried that you are going to screw up this movie by giving this role to 

somebody else. Itôs my role, and I'll shoot your dogs if you donôt give it to me.ò (He was joking, 

of course.) He was nominated for best supporting actor for this role. 

 

Macy was studying to become a veterinarian when he decided to pursue a career in acting. His 

theatre teacher at Goddard College in Vermont was David Mamet. Macy has appeared in a 

number of Mamet films. 

 

This is a real bar and they did nothing to it to achieve this look. 

 

0:04:53 The pre-production is the most important part of any movie, several weeks are spent 

going through storyboards (illustrations on how the final picture should appear, similar to a 

comic book), looking at locations, and really working out what they want out of a sequence. 

 

Filming of outdoor scenes had to be constantly moved all over Minnesota, North Dakota, and 

Canada because spring was approaching and the snow kept melting too fast. 

 

In 1987, General Motors manufactured 274,332 Oldsmobile Cutlass Cieras. 

 

Born in Brooklyn, New York, In 1958, Steve Buscemi (Carl) became interested in acting in high 

school. According to US Weekly magazine, after high school Buscemi took a job driving an ice-

cream truck in the neighborhood where he grew up. He later moved to Manhattan where he 

earned his living as a fireman while he studied acting with John Strasberg. 
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Biography for Stev Buscemi (Carl) 

 Date of birth 13 December 1957, NY, Nickname Busc, Height 5' 9"  

 
Mini biography Steve Buscemi was born in Brooklyn, New York, USA. He became interested in acting during his 

last year of high school. After graduating, he moved to Manhattan to study acting with John Strasberg. He began 

writing and performing original theatre pieces with fellow actor/writer Mark Boone Junior. This led to his being cast 
in his first lead role in Parting Glances (1986). Since then, he has worked with many of the top filmmakers in 

Hollywood, including Quentin Tarantino, Jerry Bruckheimer, and The Coen Brothers. He is a highly respected actor. 

Spouse Jo Andres 1987-present, one child 
 

Trivia  

 Graduated in 1975 from Valley Stream Central High School, Valley Stream, NY. After graduation, he attended 
Nassau Community College and then moved to Manhattan to study acting at the famed Lee Strasberg Institute. 

 Was a New York City Fireman from 1980 to 1984, with Engine Company #55 in the Little Italy section of NY. 

 Has been cast in five movies by Joel Coen and Ethan Coen. His character died in three of them. 

 Stabbed in the throat, head and arm during a barroom brawl at the Firebelly Lounge in Wilmington, North Carolina. The brawl also involved 
Vince Vaughn, who was arrested for brutalizing one of Buscemi's attackers. He suffered a deep cut to the face and now has a noticeable scar 

on his cheek. Heavy make-up is used to hide it in movies. [12 April 2001] 

 Showed up at his old firehouse the day after the World Trade Center tragedy in New York to volunteer. Worked twelve hour shifts for a week 

after the terrorist act, digging through rubble with his old comrades looking for missing firefighters... anonymously. [September 2001] 

 Bears such a strong resemblance to writer-director John Waters that as a joke, Waters sent out cards with a photo of Buscemi made up to look 

like Waters. 

 He went through a variety of interesting jobs before hitting it big as a character actor. He worked as a bartender, drove an ice-cream truck, 

attempted stand-up comedy, and (that which he is most proud of) was a firefighter (he continues to be a volunteer fire-fighter). He bombed so 

bad as a comic one night another comic took place, Paul Reiser. Years later Buscemi and Reiser did an episode of "Mad About You" (1992) 
poking fun at the incident. 

 Is one of the most prolific of today's actors, often starring in about 5 films a year. 

 Plays characters who are fast talkers. 

 
Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: Talented actor who made his first big impression on film as Nick, the pop songwriter 

dying of AIDS in Parting Glances (1986). A veteran of stand-up comedy, experimental theater, and even a stint as a fire fighter, Buscemi has 

appeared in such diverse films as Vibes (1988), the "Life Lessons" segment of New York Stories (as a performance artist), Mystery Train, Slaves 
of New York (all 1989), Miller's Crossing (1990), Billy Bathgate (1991) and Barton Fink (1991, as ... Chet). Almost all of these parts were small; 

some were fleeting. His performance as Mr. Pink in the acclaimed Reservoir Dogs (1992) raised moviegoers' (and critics') awareness of him; he 

went on to star as a hapless filmmaker trying to finance his 500-page script in the lowbudget comedy In the Soup (1992). Recent credits include 
Rising Sun, Twenty Bucks (both 1993), Even Cowgirls Get the Blues and The Hudsucker Proxy (both 1994).  

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 

 
Actor - filmography  

1. Delirious (2005) (announced)  

2. Paris, je t'aime (2006) The tourist  
3. Monster House (2006) Nebbercracker  

4. Charlotte's Web (2006) Rat Templeton  

5. Art School Confidential (2005) uncredited)  
6. Romance & Cigarettes (2005) Angelo 

7. The Island (2005) McCord  

8. Who's the Top? (2005) Cymon  
9. "The Sopranos" (1999) TV Tony Blundetto (2004)  

10. Home on the Range (2004) (voice) Wesley  

11. Big Fish (2003) Norther Winslow  
12. Coffee and Cigarettes (2003) Waiter (segment "Twins")  

13. Spy Kids 3-D: Game Over (2003) Romero  

14. Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost Dreams (2002) Romero 
15. Monsters, Inc. (2002) (VG) (voice) Randall Boggs  

16. Mr. Deeds (2002) Crazy Eyes  

17. Love In the Time of Money (2002) Martin Kunkle  

18. The Laramie Project (2002) Doc O'Conner  

19. 13 Moons (2002) Bananas The Clown  

20. Deadrockstar (2002) Reverend Ely  
21. Domestic Disturbance (2001) Ray Coleman  

22. Monsters, Inc. (2001) (voice) Randall Boggs  

23. The Grey Zone (2001) 'Hesch' Abramowics  
24. Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within (2001) Neil Fleming  

25. Double Whammy (2001) Jerry Cubbins  

26. Ghost World (2000) Seymour  
27. 28 Days (2000) Cornell Shaw  

28. Animal Factory (2000) A.R. Hosspack 

29. Big Daddy (1999) Homeless Guy  

30. Louis & Frank (1998) Drexel  

31. Armageddon (1998) Rockhound  

32. The Impostors (1998) Happy 'Hap' Franks  
33. The Big Lebowski (1998) Donny  

34. The Wedding Singer (1998) David 'Dave' Veltri  

35. The Real Blonde (1997) Nick  
36. Con Air (1997) Garland Greene  

37. Black Kites (1996) The Father  

38. Escape from L.A. (1996) Map to the Stars Eddie  
39. Kansas City (1996) Johnny Flynn  

40. Trees Lounge (1996) Tommy  

41. Fargo (1996) Carl Showalter  
42. Desperado (1995) Buscemi  

43. Things to Do in Denver When You're Dead (1995) Shhh  

44. Dead Man (1995) (uncredited) Bartender  
45. Billy Madison (1995) (uncredited) Danny McGrath  

46. Living in Oblivion (1995) Nick Reve  

47. The Search for One-eye Jimmy (1994) Ed Hoyt  

48. Pulp Fiction (1994) Buddy Holly  

49. Somebody to Love (1994) Mickey  

50. The Last Outlaw (1994) (TV) Philo  
51. Airheads (1994) Rex  

52. The Hudsucker Proxy (1994) Beatnik Barman at Ann's  

53. Floundering (1994) Ned  
54. "The Adventures of Pete & Pete" (1993) Phil Hickle  

55. Twenty Bucks (1993) Frank  

56. Rising Sun (1993) Willy 'the Weasel' Wilhelm  
57. Claude (1993)  

58. Ed and His Dead Mother (1993)Ed Chilton  

59. CrissCross (1992) Louis  
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http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000233/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000988/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001054/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001053/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000681/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000691/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001663/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0103484/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0091725/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0096378/
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http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0412637/
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http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0413895/
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http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0399201/
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60. Reservoir Dogs (1992) Mr. Pink  

61. In the Soup (1992) Aldolpho Rollo  

62. What Happened to Pete (1992) Stranger  
63. Who Do I Gotta Kill? (1992)  

64. Billy Bathgate (1991) Irving  

65. Barton Fink (1991) Chet  
66. Zandalee (1991) OPP Man  

67. Life Is Nice (1991) Convienent Store Clerk  

68. Miller's Crossing (1990) Mink  
69. King of New York (1990) Test Tube  

70. Tales from the Darkside: The Movie (1990) Bellingham  

71. Force of Circumstance (1990)  
72. Bloodhounds of Broadway (1989) Whining Willie  

73. Mystery Train (1989) Charlie the Barber  

74. Slaves of New York (1989) Wilfredo  
75. New York Stories (1989) Gregory Stark  

76. "Lonesome Dove" (1989) (mini) TV Series Luke  
77. Coffee and Cigarettes II (1989) Waiter  

78. Heart of Midnight (1988) Eddy  

79. Vibes (1988) Fred  
80. Kiss Daddy Goodnight (1988) Johnny  

81. Call Me (1988) Switchblade  

82. Arena Brains (1988)  
83. Heart (1987) Nicky  

84. No Picnic (1987) Dead Pimp  

85. Sleepwalk (1986) Worker  

86. Parting Glances (1986) Nick  

87. Tommy's (1985) Tommy  

88. The Way It Is (1984)  
Director - filmography  

1. Lonesome Jim (2005)  

2. Baseball Wives (2002) (TV)  
3. Animal Factory (2000)  

4. "The Sopranos" (1999) TV Series  

5. "Oz" (1997) TV Series (episodes "U.S. Male" 1999 and 
"Cuts Like a Knife" 2001)  

6. Trees Lounge (1996)  

7. "Homicide: Life on the Street" (1993) TV Series  
8. What Happened to Pete (1992)  

Producer - filmography  

1. The 1 Second Film (2006) (post-production) (associate 
producer)  

2. Lonesome Jim (2005) (producer)  
3. Animal Factory (2000) (producer)  

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography  

1. Thumbsucker (2005) (thanks)  
2. Big Night (1996) (special thanks)  

3. New York Stories (1989) (performance piece by) 

(segment "Life Lessons")  
Writer - filmography  

1. Trees Lounge (1996)  

2. What Happened to Pete (1992) 

 

The penalty for kidnapping in the United States can be life in prison or death, depending on the 

circumstances. 

 

Chapter 3 (0:07:00) ñDadôs Hereò 

 0:06:55 The Golden Gophers is the name of the University of 

Minnesota hockey team. 

 

They are keeping the shooting style to an observation style of 

filming is about (1) performance and (2) characters; as a result there 

is not a lot of cutting or fast tracks used in the film. Much more 

restrained shots, played on simple angles, straight and direct. It 

enhances the story a lot; you donôt need visuals and gloss special effects to dress it up, not to 

mention the wonderful performances. 

 

 0:07:36 Wade Gustafson is played by veteran stage and screen actor Harve 

Presnell. Prior to working on Fargo, Harve Presnell took a 25-year hiatus from 

working in films. He won critical acclaim on Broadway for his roles in Paint 

your Wagon and The Unsinkable Molly Brown. Harve has also appeared on off 

Broadway in roles such as Daddy Warbucks in Annie and as Rhett Butler in the 

musical version of Gone with the Wind in London. He released his first album in 

1964, Harve Presnell Sings the Worldôs Greatest Love Songs. 

 

 Jerryôs wife Jean is played by Minnesota native Kristin Rudrud. Kristin graduated for 

Minnesotaôs Moorhead State University and later studied at the London Academy of Music and 

Dramatic Art. Mr. Seller also attended Moorhead State University, where as 

a freshman he began his undergraduate work in Theatre. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099939/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099597/
http://pro.imdb.com/r/legacy-inprod-name/inproduction/
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Scotty Lundegaard is played by actor Tony Denman. He has been seen in such films as Little Big 

League and Go. 

 

Chapter 4 (0:08:32) Sex and Pancakes 

Showalter and Grimsrud are driving from Fargo to Minneapolis: distance 235 miles. 

 

Now in the car these two scenes are played with simple cross angles. A lot of time filmmakerôs 

get sort of carried away, by showing off with the camera, but it is really about performance and 

character. The Observation Style of filming is about (1) performance and (2) characters.  

 

Chapter 5 (0:09:32) ñBut that Trucoatéò 

In 1997 (Fargo, 1996) the Gallup polls rated the profession with the lowest honesty and ethical 

standards as car salesmen, they have consistently received that rating since 1977 when the 

Gallup polls began. 

 

All of the locations also give the feeling of a bland Middle America. If a location was too 

interesting they would not use it for the filming. 

 

0:11:08 Notice the subtle comment going on in the background behind the Bill Macy character, 

the constant movement of the traffic behind him, take it any way you want it is what is known as 

a visual gag, especially as he is a car salesman. The concept and idea is that life is passing him 

by. 

 

This scene is taken almost verbatim from an experience that Ethan Coen had at a car dealership. 

The pin Jerry Lundegaard wears on his lapel is an award for his service to the car dealership. 

William H. Macy would not do the scene without it. 

 

One of the problems they encountered filming in Minnesota in the winter was the number of 

daylight hours, days are shorter, so they had to shoot around the daylight. 

 

0:11:29 That statue was built for the movie by production designer Rick Heinrichs and stuck 

next to the highway, which must have confused a lot of travels as they drove by it. Paul Bunyan 

and Babe the Blue Ox is a Minnesota tall tale. 

 

Actor Peter Stormare, playing the bleached-blond Gaear Grimsrud, considered becoming a priest 

instead of an actor. 

 

Chapter 6 (0:12:10) If the numbers are right 

Minnesota has the highest graduation rate in the United States. Here we begin playing these 

scenes in a simple two shot also known as a twofer (the boy at the table and the mother behind 

him) then we go into single shots as the boy turns around. 

 

None of the film was shot in Fargo or North Dakota. 

 

Filming Locations for Fargo (1996) Brainerd, Hallock, Minneapolis, Richfield, St. Louis Park, 

Stillwater, Willernie, Minnesota, USA 
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Chapter 7 (0:13:21) To Vouch or Not to vouch 

This is laid out so well, we begin with a single shot again as Macy walks through the garage, and 

then we reveal the man under the car as we go into a two shot. So we have one shot, play the 

dialogue and Bill walks off again. Sometimes the location dictates the type of shot that will be 

needed to carry the dialogue. 

 

Auto mechanic Shep Proudfoot is played by actor Steven Reevis. He is a member of the 

Blackfeet Nation. He has been seen in War Party, Geronimo: An American Legend, Dances with 

Wolves. 

 

Chapter 8 (0:14:28) Complete Silence 

Anachronisms: Some of the buildings in the Minneapolis skyline scene as Carl and Gaear are 

driving there weren't built until after 1987. 

 

Here the shot is established against the concrete sides of the highway, as there was no snow left, 

so they had to do a shot like this to hide the fact that the snow was gone. 

 

Director Trademark: Joel Coen [Kubrick]. When Carl and Gaear are driving outside 

Minneapolis, the song óThese Boots are Made for Walkinô can be heard on the radio, a reference 

to Full Metal Jacket (1987), which features the same song. 

 

Errors in geography: When the kidnappers are first entering Minneapolis, they are supposedly 

traveling south, entering the city from the north. They are clearly northbound on 35W, entering 

the city from the south. 

 

Anachronisms: Some billboards, including a ñMiller Genuine Draftò billboard in the Twin Cities 

are clearly seen that did not exist in 1987. 

 

Chapter 9 (0:16:08) The darn serial numbers 

Now in the office we use a single shot again, and we are pushing the camera in through these 

blinds (Camera moving towards an object or person that you are focusing on.) Thus you create a 

subtle look of jail bars in front of him. No cutting with the camera, we just keep pushing in as we 

get more devious. Foreshadowing of this characterôs future? 

 

Chapter 10 (0:17:30) Unguent for the Kidnapper 

According to Corporate Risk International, the first minutes of a kidnapping are the most 

dangerous. They warn that kidnappers will be nervous and the safest action is to remain calm. It 

is best not to discuss politics or religion with your kidnappers; a good subject is family and pets 

trying to find a common ground. 

 

This is the first day of shooting in this house, with the snow outside and this lovely grey light. 

 

Again watch all of these simple cuts, done in pieces, donôt need to do the typical cutting back 

and forth for this action sequence. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001054/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0093058/
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The bathroom is a set as they needed to do more in it than they could in a real bathroom. There is 

a little roof set piece outside the window to give the illusion of the neighborôs house. 

 

Incorrectly regarded as goofs: Jean Lundegaard dials 911 from a phone in the upstairs bathroom. 

A few seconds later the phone is disconnected. While most current 911 systems could 

automatically identify the calling location, this is a relatively recent innovation. Therefore, the 

dispatcher might not have been able to take any further action. 

 

Chapter 11 (0:20:20) ñWeôre not a bank, Jerryò 

Now this is the office location where they were shooting at when it began to snow, thus they had 

to rush the assistant out to shoot that opening credits sequence that you previously saw. 

 

Wadeôs accountant, Stan Grossman, is played by Minnesota native, Larry Brandenburg. He has a 

long history in Chicago Theatre having performed with companies such as Steppenwolf, 

Wisdom Bridge, Body Politic, Victory gardens and Goodman Theatres. On the silver screen, 

Brandenburg has appeared in films such as Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, The Shawshank 

Redemption, Field of Dreams and The Untouchables. 

 

This office location was selected for the view outside of the window, and then it was a blizzard 

on the day of shooting, and you can see very little outside of the window. Normally they would 

place lights outside of the window to light the set, but since this is the fourteenth floor, that was 

not an option. 

 

The reference to ñMidwest Federal... talk to olô Bill Diehlò is a nod to film critic Bill Diehl, who 

wrote for the St. Paul Pioneer Press-Dispatch and interviewed the Coen Brothers shortly after the 

release of Blood Simple (1994). 

 

It is important to step outside sometimes and see ordinary people trying to lead ordinary lives. 

The Coen Brothers, Joel and Ethan grew up in Minneapolis, so they were familiar with this area. 

 

Chapter 12 (0:23:48) ñItôs Jeanéitôs my wifeé!ò 

 Budget of $7,000,000.  

 Joel Coen, director of this film is a graduate of NYU Film School. 

 

The magazine rack by the toilet in the Lundegaardôs house has a Playboy magazine in it. (It is 

visible when Jerry comes back home and sees the aftermath of the kidnapping.) 

 

Chapter 13 (0:25:24) Killing for Compliance 

Notice how they play with the whiteness of the snow and then we go to the blackness of night, 

playing the opposites in the lighting effects. 

 

Now when we get these shots of the officer leaning in the window, they were shot in a garage in 

Grand Forks, North Dakota (Where Mr. Seller was born, not in a garage, but in Grand Forks.).  It 

was just a tin shed, so that is why you can see their breath. 

 

Continuity: Gaearôs cigarette after shooting the cop in the top of the head. 

http://www.imdb.com/List?endings=on&&locations=Grand%20Forks,%20North%20Dakota,%20USA&&heading=18;with+locations+including;Grand%20Forks,%20North%20Dakota,%20USA
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Continuity: The blood on Carl's face after the State Trooper is shot. 

 

It was about 20 degrees below zero when they were 

filming, which did cause some battery problems, but 

cameras are supposed to go to below 60. But the 

biggest problem was the shorten filming days. 

 

This scene is similar to Blood Simple also directed by 

the Coensô. In both movies a dead body is being 

dragged off of the road at night, the brothers didnôt 

recognize the similarities until they were filming the 

scene. 

 

0:32:00 The guy running away with the red jacket is the storyboard artist, J.Todd Anderson. 

Notice the use of the red of the car lights and then the red jacket on the victim. A symbol similar 

to the Artist Formerly Known as Prince is in the credits as "victim in field," but it is not him, it is 

J. Todd Anderson, the storyboard artist. In America a murder takes place every half hour (2001), 

the movie is at 32.5 minutes when this murder takes place. 

 

Chapter 14: (0:32:26) The Most Important Meal 

The painting supplies in this scene are borrowed from Jim and Bob Hautman, who are referenced 

in this scene for their hunting paintings. The Hautmanôs are two of the most renowned painters 

of ducks and geese in the United States. They were also childhood friends of the Coens, and the 

brothers used their backyard to make childhood films. 

 

0:33:41 Doing a compare and contrast here, where we go from that violent scene to this lyrical 

set up to introduce these new characters. Change of tone, as the camera closes in on this couple 

in bed. Here we also have the introduction of Frances McDormand, who is married to the 

director of the film, Joel Coen. She received an Oscar for Best Actress for this role. 

 

When working on her Minnesota accent for the film, Frances McDormand worked with Larissa 

Kokernot, ñHooker #1.ò McDormand referred to her accent and mannerisms as ñMinnesota 

Nice.ò Also the name of the documentary made about this film. There was a documentary made 

on this film called ñMinnesota Niceò and it is very true, it is a polite culture. Polite cultures are 

usually the most repressed and therefore the most violent. The politeness is in-breed from 

childhood, it is not to say that there isnôt any hostility, it is just covered up with politeness. 

 
Biography for Frances McDormand 

Date of birth 23 June 1957, Chicago, Il, Nickname Fran, Height 5' 6"  
Spouse Joel Coen 1984-present, two children 

 

Trivia  

 She attended Bethany College, Bethany, West Virginia and received her B.A. in Theater, 1979. Then she 

attended Yale University School of Drama, New Haven, Connecticut and received her M.F.A., 1982. 

 Her Oscar-winning role, as Marge Gunderson from her 1996 film Fargo (1996), was ranked #33 in the American 

Film Institute's Heroes list in their 100 years of The Greatest Screen Heroes and Villains. 

 Was nominated for Broadway's 1988 Tony Award as Best Actress (Play) for a revival of Tennessee Williams' "A 

Streetcar Named Desire." 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000531/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0463698/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0463698/
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Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: Toothy, persuasive actress with a chameleonlike ability to disappear into her roles. She 

instantly attracted notice in her movie debut as the faithless wife in the Coen brothers'Blood Simple (1984), and rejoined the sibling filmmakers 

for cameos as a wacky neighbor in Raising Arizona (1987) and a secretary in Miller's Crossing (1990). McDormand's Oscar nomination for a 
heartfelt performance as a woman reluctantly testifying against her Klansman husband in Mississippi Burning (1988) led to steady work, 

including her appearances as a human rights activist in Hidden Agenda a shell-shock victim's wife in Chattahoochee a perplexed yet resourceful 

leading lady in Darkman (all 1990), and a lateblooming lesbian shoe clerk in The Butcher's Wife (1991). On TV, she played a cocaine-snorting 
assistant D.A. in several episodes of "Hill Street Blues," and a non-wacky neighbor on "Leg Work" (1987). Recent credits include Passed Away 

(1992) and Robert Altman's Short Cuts (1993).  

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 
 

Actress - filmography  

1. A View From the Bridge (2006) Beatrice  
2. Untitled Niki Caro Project (2005) Glory  

3. Friends with Money (2006)  

4. Aeon Flux (2005) The Handler 
5. Last Night (2004/III) Marit Such  

6. Something's Gotta Give (2003) Zoe Barry  
7. City by the Sea (2002) Michelle  

8. Laurel Canyon (2002) Jane  

9. Upheaval (2001) Anne  
10. "State of Grace" (2001) TV Series (voice) Narrator  

11. The Man Who Wasn't There (2001) Doris Crane  

12. Almost Famous (2000) Elaine Miller  
13. Wonder Boys (2000) Sara Gaskell  

14. Talk of Angels (1998) Conlon  

15. Madeline (1998) Miss Clavel  
16. Johnny Skidmarks (1998) Alice  

17. Paradise Road (1997) Dr. Verstak  

18. Hidden in America (1996) (TV) Gus  
19. Lone Star (1996) Bunny  

20. Primal Fear (1996) Dr. Molly Arrington  

21. Fargo (1996) Marge Gunderson  
22. Plain Pleasures (1996)  

23. Palookaville (1995) June  

24. Beyond Rangoon (1995) Andy Bowman  
25. Talking with (1995) (TV)  

26. The Good Old Boys (1995) (TV) Eve Calloway  

27. Bleeding Hearts (1994) Woman on TV  
28. Short Cuts (1993) Betty Weathers  

29. Crazy in Love (1992) (TV) Clare  
30. Passed Away (1992) Nora Scanlan  

31. Sôsei kishi Gaiarth (1992) (V) Pool Girl  

32. The Butcher's Wife (1991) Grace  
33. Miller's Crossing (1990) (uncredited) Mayor's Secretary  

34. Hidden Agenda (1990) Ingrid Jessner  

35. Darkman (1990) Julie Hastings 
36. Chattahoochee (1989) Mae Foley  

37. Mississippi Burning (1988) Mrs. Pell  

38. "Leg Work" (1987) TV Series Willie Pipal  
39. Raising Arizona (1987) Dot  

40. Vengeance: The Story of Tony Cimo (1986) Brigette  

41. Crimewave (1985/I) Nun  
42. Scandal Sheet (1985) (TV)  

43. Blood Simple. (1984) Abby 

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography  
1. The Grey Zone (2001) (special thanks) 

 

Notice again, with the camera, there was no cut as she answers the phone, just one subtle move 

as the camera comes in and she picks up the phone. 

 

As she gets up, she reveals that she is pregnant, all there in that one little shot. 

 

0:35:00 Margeôs husband, Norm Gunderson, is played by Colorado native John Carroll Lynch. 

He attended Catholic University of America in 

Washington, D.C. He has spent numerous years in 

regional theatre including the Colorado Shakespeare 

Festival and the Guthrie Theatre before moving to Los 

Angeles. 

 

 0:35:51 Example of Economy and Condensation in 

the use of the camera, as the camera doesnôt physically 

move, but reveals the problem with her car as her 

husband continues eating breakfast. They spent a long 

time to find this location, with the kitchen table 

placement and the back door, so that you can see Margeôs action as she attempts to start the 

patrol car. 

 

Chapter 15 (0:35:50) Murder and Morning sickness 

Average snowfall in the Brainerd Lake area of Minnesota is 4 to 5 feet a year. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099365/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0446798/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0395972/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0436331/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0402022/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0427450/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0337741/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0269095/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0298408/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0338524/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0276732/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0243133/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0181875/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0185014/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120271/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0123987/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0119416/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0119859/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0116527/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0116905/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0117381/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0116282/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0158093/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0117284/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112495/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0324155/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0113196/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0111703/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0108122/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104021/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105103/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0158632/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0101523/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0100150/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099768/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099365/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099242/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0095647/
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http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0252480/
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Principal photography began on January 23, 1995 ï April 21, 1995, 89 days. Records indicate 

that the winter of 1995 was the second warmest winter in 100 years. Several days were shot in 

North Dakota to get these broad landscape shots of snow. 

 

The look they were going for, according to the Coen brothers was ña cloudy sky without direct 

sunlight, no visible horizon, and a neutral diffuse light.ò 

 

Remember the opposites that we were working with previously, the white and the black, now 

you saw this location in the darkness and now it is revealed to you in this blinding light of 

winter. 

 

This really isnôt the same location, as they filmed the night scene first and then the snow melted 

and they had to move the accident north to film these day shots. 

 

No dummy in the snow that is the actor who played the State Trooper, James Gaulke. 

 

Frances McDormand went to Yale University, the Yale School of Drama in New Haven, 

Connecticut. After graduation she moved to New York and waited on tables while she was 

looking for work in the dramatic arts. While living in New York, she shared an apartment with 

Holly Hunter. She appeared in the first feature film directed by the Coen brothers, Blood Simple. 

 

Chapter 16 (0:38:49) Louôs Police Work 

DLR = Dealer plates 

 

Chapter 17 (0:39:49) ñNo cops! Thatôs Final!ò 

Again we frame this three shot with the cars going back and forth outside (visual gag), the café 

really didnôt matter, as you donôt get to see anything else but these three guys in conversation. 

 

Both Joel and Ethan Coen wrote the script together, these two are very in sync in their projects, 

and it really shows with the end result. There is never any conflict, you can ask either one of 

them and they know exactly what shot is needed, and they donôt disagree. 

 

The Coen brothers storyboard almost every shot in a film, before they begin shooting. As a result 

there is no room for improvisation on the set. 

 

Chapter 18 (0:41:56) Momôs in Florida 

Love the fact that this kid plays the accordion.  

 

Errors made by characters (possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers): ñAccordionò is spelled 

incorrectly on the poster in Scotty Lundegaardôs room. The poster (on the door) reads: 

ñAccordianò. 

 

Continuity: The alarm clock in Scotty's room when he talks to Jerry goes from 8:52 to 8:50 to 

8:53. 

 

Chapter 19 (0:43:24) Blind Womanôs Bluff 
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Introduction of the cabin location done with a crane shot to start. This was much further north so 

there was a lot of snow at this location. The snow around the cabin and in the trees was enhanced 

to make things look better. 

 

Chapter 20 (0:44:39) Better Than the Hautmanôs 

Norm's competition for the duck stamps - the Hautmanôs - are brothers who frequently win 

federal and state wildlife stamp competitions. 

 

Chapter 21 (0:45:58) ñKinda Funny-Lookinò 

The two girls here are not doing a fake accent, they are 

from the area. 

 

The pregnancy suit that Marge is wearing came 

complete with silicone breasts. One night on the shoot 

she left it in her trailer, while the temperatures reached 

below freezing, the breast froze and on the next dayôs shoot they burst open. 

 

This was shot in the cabin, as they wanted the breath to be visible, as you can see it coming out 

of the hood of the women.  

 

By the way this isnôt Kristin Rudrud under the hood ï she was replaced by a double after the 

kidnapping scene. 

 

0:48:04 This is a bark beetle on the television, significant as they attack weak trees, a statement 

and analogy on the characters in the film. Thus the summary can be made that this is a story 

about weak characters and how they interact and impact others. 

 

Old Dutch Potato Chips on the bed with Maggie and her husband. 

 

Chapter 22 (0:49:59) ñBlood has been shedò 

The nice thing about working with the Coen brothers is that they rarely have to re-shoot 

something and rarely do they do any pick-up scenes, which is almost standard procedure in most 

Hollywood filmmaking today. They donôt change their filming schedule; everything is planned 

out in advance, so that there are no surprises. 

 

Only 9% of kidnappings worldwide end up in death for the victim. Worst place to be kidnapped 

is the former Soviet Union, as Russian officials do not like to negotiate. Currently (2005), the 

worst place to get kidnapped as an American is Iraq. 

 

Chapter 23 (0:52:34) The phone records 

There was a scene filmed of Norm fishing all by himself, with a heater sitting around an ice hole, 

but was not used in the film. They could have used it, as you will notice in this film there are a 

lot of shots that are about mood, and donôt really progress the plot along. Two elements that 

defiantly set this film apart from others, is the fact that (1) numerous shots set the mood and (2) 

do not move the plot of the film forward. 
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Chapter 24 (0:54:06) Wade prefers to handle it 

The FBI does not consider kidnapping a Class óAô crime. The average ransom demanded in the 

U.S. is lower than in International kidnapping cases. U.S. kidnappings tend to be less well-

planned. But the demands are often in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. Most U.S. 

kidnappings are over in a couple of days. 

 

Here you have some great over-the-shoulder shots, 

instead of just clean shots of the individuals in 

single shots. It gives the audience the feeling that 

they are observing the scene and sitting here with 

these guys. 

 

 Frances McDormand described her manner of 

speech in Fargo as ñMinnesota Nice.ò Fargo won 

the Oscar for Best Screenplay Written directly for the Screen at the 1997 ceremonies. 

 

The Airport parking garage is all fake snow, in fact if you look in the distance you can see there 

is no snow in the distance. They ran the ice chipping machine all night; they only did one take as 

it would take too long to cover their tracks. 

 

Chapter 25 (0:58:21) Jerry and the cop 

There are similarities between Raising Arizona and Fargo, both directed by the Coen brothers. 

Both films deal with kidnapping, both have the lead female character as a police officer and the 

lead male is an inept criminal. 

 

Audience have become more accustom to the changes in formats of feature films, as we have 

learned to accept non-linear storytelling (GO, Pulp Fiction, Sliding Doors). Thus when this film 

came out with its characteristics of (1) slow pace and (2) broad reaching character development, 

the audience was there to go along for the ride. 

 

Chapter 26 (1:01:22) Mikeôs plight and times 

This scene introduces Mike Yaragita played by actor Steve Park. The Yaragita character is a 

Japanese American; Park is Korean American. Park was criticized by some Asian Americans for 

playing this role. Park said, ñNot every Asian character has to be heroic, so long as theyôre 

authentic.ò Park felt the part ñreally rang true.ò In 1997 Park spoke out about racism in 

Hollywood against Asians. Park wrote a Jerry Maguire-style ñmission statementò to the 

Hollywood community. Park felt that Asians are too often stereotyped he complained of playing 

three Korean grocery clerks. Park was a series regular on the comedy show ñIn Living Colorò 

and was a stand-up comedian in New York. In 1887, the Reverend Jesse Jackson gave Park the 

Anna May Wong Award of Excellence because of his leadership on the issue of racial 

stereotyping in Hollywood. 

 

1:01:36 At the Radison, here is a great atmospheric scene that once again doesnôt develop the 

plot, but it is a great scene. Notice some more over-the-shoulder shots, makes it observational 

and you are just outside of the conversation, a little bit, ya know, very consistent in the style. 
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Fargo was nominated for an Eddie from the American Cinema Editors in 1997, for the editing 

by Roderick Jaynes, who was also nominated for an Academy Award. This caused a problem for 

the Coen brothers as Roderick Jaynes does not exist. The Coens made Jaynes up. They edit their 

own films and thought it seemed vain to put their names in the credits so many times. 

 

Frances McDormand won the American Comedy Award for Funniest Actress in a Motion 

Picture for her role in Fargo. 

 

At the 1996 Cannes Film Festival, Joel Coen won the Best Director award for Fargo. He also 

won that same award for Barton Fink and The Man Who Wasnôt There. Joel and Ethan say they 

co-direct and co-produce their films, but split the credits. 

 

Chapter 27 (1:05:22) ñThe Old InônôOutò 

Joel Coen director trademark: [Kubrick] Carl 

says heôs in town for ñjust a little of the olô 

in-and-out,ò a reference to A Clockwork 

Orange (1971). 

 

On the bed there, they lit it with just a 60 watt 

light bulb, very simple. 

Notice as Mr. Proudfoot is beating him the 

dialogue was added in post-production as it doesnôt match with his mouth, an example of 

looping. 

 

Crew or equipment visible: Obvious stunt double when Carl is thrown over couch by Shep.  

 

Continuity: When Shep tries to strangle Carl with a belt, Carlôs hands are first grabbing the belt 

with his fingers away from his neck and then toward his neck. 

 

Chapter 28 (1:07:49) No Jean, No Money, No Deal 

The close-up shot is not the same car as the one he emerges from, but the close-up was so tight 

you cannot tell that they changed cars. 

 

Steve Buscemi dies in nearly every Coen Brothers film in which he appears.  

 

After being shot, Steve Buscemi swears: ñYou fuckin' shot me!ò He says the same line under the 

same circumstances in Mystery Train (1989). Steve Buscemi dies in nearly every Coen Brothers 

film in which he appears (with the notable exception of The Hudsucker Proxy (1994)). 

Additionally, with each successive role his remains are smaller; in this film, we only see half of 

his leg in the chipper-shredder. (See also Millerôs Crossing (1990), Barton Fink (1991), The 

Hudsucker Proxy (1994), and The Big Lebowski (1998)). 

 

1:10:32 Continuity: The neon clock at Minneapolis City Hall, visible in some shots during the 

parking ramp sequence, reveals the time to be very different from the time the money handoff is 

supposed to happen. Furthermore, nearly an hour appears to elapse (according to the clock) 

between Carlôs departure from the ramp and Jerryôs arrival at the top. 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0066921/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0066921/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000114/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000114/
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1:10:40 Audio/visual unsynchronized: When Carl shoots Wade repeatedly, the gun fails to fire 

once, yet the sound of gunshots is heard.  

 

1:12:02 Continuity: In the ransom transaction scene between Carl and Wade, the camera shots 

alternate between a snowing parking lot and no snowing.  

 

This location was selected as the Coen brothers wanted the factory in the background for some of 

the shots. They also wanted the lot covered with snow, which required a snow machine and 

crew, as there was no snow at the time. 

 

The actors used a book called ñHow to Talk Minnesotanò written by Howard Mohr, in preparing 

for their roles. 

 

Chapter 29 (1:13:26) Going Crazy by the Lake 

The seal for the Brainerd police department has 

a silhouette of Paul Bunyan and Babe the blue 

ox. The original idea on shooting this scene 

with these two talking was to have only their 

hoods so you would not see his face; they 

changed their mind after filming it once. 

 

The scene is inherently funny by the dialogue, but it really is enhanced as you watch these two in 

this one simple frame, this would be another  

Twofer shot or two shot. 

 

Minnesota has more shoreline than Florida, California and Hawaii combined. The shoreline 

belongs to Minnesotaôs 15,291 lakes. Since 1990, more than sixty motion pictures have been 

shot there. 

 

Chapter 30 (1:15:44) Snow bank 

The marker is really funny. 

 

Continuity: When Carl is burying the money, the fence is different on each side. From the far 

side we see three or four meshes sticking up from the snow but only one when we see it from 

Carlôs side. 

 

 Here with Marge in the hotel room again in this shot you have the freeway outside of the 

window, the idea of people moving, (Visual Gag) and also the idea of you never know who is 

coming and who is going. 

 

Chapter 31 (1:19:39) Snippy yet Cooperative 

William H. Macy stated in an interview that, despite evidence to the contrary, he did hardly any 

ad-libbing at all. Most of his character's stuttering mannerisms were written in the script exactly 

the way he does them in the film. 
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Jerry Lundegaard last name comes from Bob Lundegaard, movie critic for the Minneapolis Star 

and Tribune from 1973-1986. Coen brothers were asked by the Brainerd Dispatch when the 

murders actually took place, and they replied ñI could tell you, but then Iôd have to kill you.ò 

 

1:19:43 The VIN number, Vehicle identification Number, contains a code that identifies your 

car. The first character identifies where the vehicle was manufactured. 1 means it was built in the 

US. The second character IDs the make G is for General Motors. The third through eighth 

characters note the make, model, and style and engine type. The ninth character says nothing 

about your car. It is an encoded digit or letter used to verify that the VIN is accurate. The tenth 

character identifies the year your car was built. The eleventh reveals the assembly plant. The rest 

reveal the exact order in which your car was built. 

 

1:19:50 The VIN was originated in 1977, and the format was updated in 1981 and 1983. The 

VIN makes it easy for police to identify a stolen car and to help financing companies track car 

loans. 

 

This explains Jerry problems here; he received the money to pay the dealership for the cars, but 

didnôt provide the VIN numbers to GMAC. We never do find out what Jerry did with the money. 

But if Jerry cannot come up with the money to pay GMAC he will go to jail. 

 

Continuity: Jerryôs sketch pad changes after he storms out to do a lot count.  

 

Continuity: Right before Jerry flees the interview, Marge gazes forward to see the picture of 

Jean. When Marge gets out of the chair as Jerry flees, the picture is now clearly behind her. 

 

Chapter 32 (1:23:22) How to Split a Car 

In the kidnappersô cabin, Bruce Campbell can be seen on the fuzzy TV screen. Bruce Campbell 

was in the Coen Brothersô The Hudsucker Proxy (1994) and has been in various films by Coen 

buddy Sam Raimi. 

 

In the background you might notice the dead wife on the floor, only because they draw attention 

to her, but the stove element is on. They made a neon light that would resemble a stove element, 

for this shot. Kind of an example of the extremes some directors will 

go to set the mood in a scene. It does give the effect of the cold. 

 

Anachronisms: In the kidnappersô shack, there is a jar with the new 

nutritional label, which didn't exist in 1987. 

 

Chapter 33 (1:25:47) Wood chipped 

Factual errors: Every police vehicle has the dome light and the ñkey 

left in the ignitionò alarm disabled for the officer's safety. The key 

alarm is clearly heard when Marge gets out to see what's going on 

with the wood chipper. 

 

The Coenôs first came upon this story in a 1987 newspaper story. The story concerned a woman 

named Helle Crafts who disappeared in November 1986. Helle wasnôt kidnapped. Her husband 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0132257/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0110074/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000600/
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said she was visiting her sick mother in Denmark. But a friend telephoned Helleôs mother, who 

was healthy. Helle wasnôt in Denmark. A babysitter reported seeing a dark stain on a rug in the 

Craftôs house. Later, the rug was gone. A private detective went to a remote landfill to look for 

the rug. He found it and took it to the police. The stain was blood, Helleôs blood, but no body. 

Detectives discovered the grisly truth on December 31, 1986. Her husband had fed her through a 

wood chipper over a month before. The movie is based on the murder of Helle Crafts took place 

in Connecticut, not Minnesota. 

 

The coverage is so simple; here is the first example of the camera tracking with the character of 

Marge as she comes around the cabin. This is the sequence that everyone remembers from this 

film. 

 

Continuity: When Marge is sneaking up on the wood chipper, she passes the tan Ciera. There is 

no sign of the violent axe murder that just took place beside the car. 

 

Continuity: The Oldsmobile Cutlass Ciera used by the 

kidnapper in most shots is a 1987 or 1988 with a 

straight flat rear window yet in other shots it is a 1989 

or 1990 with a restyled back end with a rounded rear 

window. 

 

1:29:00 You can read the price tag on the bottom of 

his boot as he gets shot in the leg and falls ($99.79). 

Not planned but a really nice touch. 

 

This is the same lake where they shot Norm doing his ice fishing, but never used it in the movie. 

 

Continuity: Marge's gun changes from a snub-nose.38 to a.357 Magnum after shooting 

Grimsrud. 

 

True, there has been about 60 plus murders across America, involving a wood chipper. 

 

Steve told a reporter, ñItôs hard for a mother to see her son put through a wood chipper.ò 

 

Chapter 34: More to Life than money 

1:29:36 Ethan Coen once wrote, that the script for Fargo ñpretends to be true.ò Which brings us 

back to where we began, a road where you canôt tell the earth from the sky, the metaphor for the 

picture, which means, telling the difference between truth and fiction or right from wrong. 

 

1:30:06 Little tricky getting this point of view POV shot. The two shots were not achieved on the 

same day, the guy in the back of the car required that snow scene out of the window, and where 

as Margeôs shot was done on a bright sunny day. You can kind of tell as on Franôs shot the back 

window is blue and on Peterôs shot it is white, different day different light. 
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1:32:18 Now in the hotel room we are switching to a hand-held camera to give that sort of news 

reporter look to this scene. The hand-held camera provides a kinetic energy to the filming 

sequence, like a documentary. It is the only moment in the film that we go hand-held. 

 

Upon entering Brainerd from the south, there is a statue of Paul Bunyan with a sign reading 

ñWelcome to Brainerdò. In reality, there is no such statue in Brainerd. Outside of Brainerd there 

was a Paul Bunyan amusement park, featuring a huge likeness of Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox. 

This park has since gone out of business in August of 2003. The Paul Bunyan Amusement Park 

has not gone out of business, but was moved to 'This Old Farm' between Brainerd and Garrison 

 

Chapter 35: The 3-cent stamp 

 A Compare and Contrast of the two couples, as we go 

from the arrest scene to these two in bed together. 

 

Margeôs and Normôs seemingly trite conversation 

about the importance of three-cent stamps was 

actually quite significant in the time frame of the film. On 1 January 1995, the cost of a first-

class stamp was raised from 29 cents to 32 cents, rendering the 29 cent stamp obsolete, and the 3 

cent stamp suddenly in great demand. Norm's win turned out to be more desirable than the one 

he had been hoping to get.  

 

However, in the film they are talking about Federal Duck Stamps, not postage stamps. The 

Federal Duck Stamp Program began in 1934. Since then, every hunter 16 and older must 

purchase a current duck stamp in order to hunt waterfowl. The money raised goes to protecting 

land and habitat for birds. In 1934, the stamps cost one dollar. In 1999, duck stamps were 

$15.00. 

 

Anachronisms: Norm Gunderson indicates the existence of a 29 cent stamp in 1987, four years 

before they were introduced. 

 

Errors made by characters (possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers): Norm complains his 

duck painting was not going to be used for a 29-cent stamp. However, given that he is competing 

with the Hautmans, the stamp is intended for use on hunting licenses, not postage. These stamps 

have never been issued for less than $1. 

 

Chapter 36: End Credits 

This is a surprisingly touching film and a touching ending. 

 

Carl's partner, Gaear, is never given a name until the credits. 

 

At the beginning of the movie, we are greeted with "This is a true story," but at the end of the 

credits, the standard "This movie is fictitious..." legal clause. 

 

And thatôs the end, you betcha. 

  

DVD Special Features, Special Features Unrated 
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Audio Commentary by Director of Photography Roger A. Deckins 

Documentary ï ñMinnesota Niceò ï interesting to show the class if there is time. 

ñThe Charlie Rose Showò Segment 

Trivia Track (On/Off) 

Photo Gallery 

Advertising Gallery 

 Theatrical Trailer, 2 minutes 

 TV Spot, 30 seconds 

 American Cinematographer Article 

Blue Velvet Special Edition DVD Trailer 

 
Awards for Fargo (1996) 

1997 Academy Award, Best Actress in a Leading Role, Frances McDormand 
1997 Academy Award, Best Writing, Screenplay Written directly for the Screen 

1997 Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Horror Films, Best Action/Adventure/Thriller Film 

1997 American Comedy Awards, Funniest Actress in a Motion Picture, Frances McDormand 
1997 Australian Film Institute, Best Foreign Film Award, Ethan Coen 

1997 BAFTA Awards, David lean Award for Direction, Joel Coen 

1997 Bodil Awards, Best American Film, Joel Coen 
1997 Broadcast Film Critics Association Award, Best Actress Frances McDormand 

1997 Broadcast Film Critics Association Award, Best Picture 

1996 Cannes Film Festival, Best Director, Joel Coen 
1996 Casting Society of America, Best Casting for Feature Film, Comedy, John S. Lyons 

1997 Chicago Film Critics Association Awards, Best Actress, Frances McDormand 

1997 Chicago Film Critics Association Awards, Best Director 
1997 Chicago Film Critics Association Awards, Best Original Score, Carter Burwell 

1997 Chicago Film Critics Association Awards, Best Picture 

1997 Chicago Film Critics Association Awards, Best Screenplay, Joel and Ethan Coen 
1997 Chlotrudis Awards, Best Actress, Frances McDormand 

1997 Chlotrudis Awards, Best Director, Joel Coen 

1997 Cinema Writers Circle Awards, Best Foreign Film 
1997 Empire Awards, Best Actress Frances McDormand 

1997 Film Critics Circle of Australia Awards, Best Foreign Film 

1997 Florida Film Critics Circle Awards, Best Actress Frances McDormand 
1997 Florida Film Critics Circle Awards, Best Director Joel Coen 

1997 Florida Film Critics Circle Awards, Best Picture 

1997 Florida Film Critics Circle Awards, Best Screenplay Joel & Ethan Coen 
1997 Golden Globe, Best Director ï Motion Picture, Joel Cohen 

1997 Golden Globe, Best Motion Picture ï Comedy/Musical 

1997 Golden Globe, Best Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture ï Comedy/Musical, Frances McDormand 
1997 Golden Globe, Best Screenplay, Ethan & Joel Coen 

1997 Golden Satellite Awards, Best Director of a Motion Picture 

1997 Golden Satellite Awards, Best Motion Picture ï Drama, Ethan Coen 
1997 Golden Satellite Awards, Best Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture ï Drama, Frances McDormand 

1997 Independent Spirit Awards, Best Cinematography Roger Deakins 

1997 Independent Spirit Awards, Best Director Joel Coen 
1997 Independent Spirit Awards, Best Feature Ethan Coen 

1997 Independent Spirit Awards, Best Female Lead, Frances McDormand 

1997 Independent Spirit Awards, Best Male Lead, William H. Macy 
1997 Independent Spirit Awards, Best Screenplay, Joel & Ethan Coen 

1997 Kansas City Film Critics Circle Award, Best Actress Frances McDormand 

1997 London Critics Circle Film Awards, Actress of the Year Frances McDormand 
1997 London Critics Circle Film Awards, Director of the Year, Joel Coen 

1997 London Critics Circle Film Awards, Film of the Year 

1997 London Critics Circle Film Awards, Screenwriter of the Year, Joel and Ethan Coen 
1996 Los Angeles Film Critics Association Awards, Best Screenplay, Joel and Ethan Coen 

1997 National Board of Review, Best Actress, Frances McDormand 

1997 National Board of Review, Best Director, Joel Coen 
1996 New York Film Critics Circle Award, Best Film 

1996 San Diego Film Critics Society Awards, Best Actress, Frances McDormand 

1996 San Diego Film Critics Society Awards, Best Director, Joel Coen 
1996 San Diego Film Critics Society Awards, Best Picture 

1997 Sant Jordi Awards, Best Foreign Actor, Steve Buscemi 

http://www.imdb.com/Sections/Years/1996
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1997 Screen Actors Guild Awards, Outstanding performance by a Female Actor in a Leading Role, Frances McDormand 

1997 Southeastern Film Critics Association Awards, Best Actress Frances McDormand 

1997 Southeastern Film Critics Association Awards, Best Picture 
1997 Writers Guild of America, Best Screenplay written directly for the screen, Joel & Ethan Coen 

 

 

 


