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Dreamgirls (2006) 
Director: Bill Condon  

Screenwriter: Bill Condon  

PG-13 

 
Cast 
John Krasinski  Sam Walsh 

Loretta Devine  

Jennifer Hudson  Effie White 
Hinton Battle  Wayne 

Eddie Murphy  James "Thunder" Early 

Danny Glover  Marty Madison 
Anika Noni Rose  Lorrell Robinson 

Keith Robinson  C.C. White 

Jocko Sims  Elvis Kelly 
Sharon Leal  Michelle Morris 

Jamie Foxx  Curtis Taylor Jr. 

Beyoncé  Deena Jones 
John Lithgow  Jerry Harris 

Laura Bell Bundy  Jazz Singer 
 

Crew 

Sound Mixer:  Michael Minkler  
Musical Direction:  Randy Spendlove  

Casting:  Debra Zane  

Choreography:  Fatima Robinson  
Producer:  Laurence Mark  

Set Decorator:  Nancy Haigh  

Director:  Bill Condon  
Screenwriter:  Bill Condon  

Musical Direction:  Matt Sullivan  

Songwriter:  Beyoncé Knowles  
Sound Designer:  Willie D. Burton  

Editor:  Virginia Katz  

Costume Designer:  Sharen Davis  

Sound Mixer:  Bob Beemer  

Art Director:  Tomas Voth  

Sound Designer:  Richard E. Yawn  
Producer:  Marc Laurence  

Songwriter:  Beyoncé ,Willie Reale  

Executive Producer:  Patricia Witcher  
Book Author:  Tom Eyen  

Musical Arrangmt:  Harvey Mason, Jr. ,Damon Thomas  

Composer:  Henry Krieger  
Songwriter:  Henry Krieger ,Scott Cutler ,Anne Preven ,Siedah Garrett  

Production Designer:  John Myhre  

Cinematographer:  Tobias Schliessler 

 

Chapter 1 Talent Show  

Song: Iôm Looking for Something Baby by the Stepp Sisters 

The first ten minutes of the movie, took two weeks in one location. And a lot of numbers, five 

numbers were filmed at that same location. It was a great way to get started on the film. It was 

the Palace Theatre, downtown LA. The backstage area was great and that is where a lot of 

activity takes place, even at times when the front house drape would be closed. There would be 

people changing scenes and scenery. You saw landings, balconies, and railings, and they were 

able to bring life to the dressing rooms upstairs. 
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They auditioned the Stepp Sisters and one girl pulled out. And they were like who can we find to 

fill the role, and Fatima asked Bill if she could be a Stepp Sister. So the choreographer Fatima 

Robinson appears in the movie as one of the Stepp Sisters. Cameo: Fatima Robinson, 

choreographer, one of the Stepp Sisters.  

 

Song: Weôre Going Downtown 

 

Continuity: While adjusting her outfit 

backstage during the Detroit Theater 

Talent show, Effie is shown adjusting 

her wig. In the very next shot, it is 

perfectly in place. 

 

On Broadway: Bill Condon, Director 

and Screenwriter, ñI was lucky enough 

to see the show on Opening night, 

1981, sitting with a group of friends 

sitting in the back row. I wasnôt thinking about making it a movie the first time I saw it. It was 

just such an amazing evening.ò  

 

Laurence Mark, Producer. ñIt was the most extraordinary way to tell a story on stage. And that 

was Michael Bennett. I mean it was very cinematic.ò 

 

Michael Bennett and Bob Fosse were really the big musical directors on Broadway. Michael had 

just had a big hit with Chorus Line, and he was really anxious, he really wanted to have another 

success. He was a great choreographer, and he came up in the ranks. He was in West Side Story, 

he was just a dyed in the wool, original Broadway hoofer, with a genius of seeing things. 

 

Three things that were remarkable, 1) the score, Henry Krieger and Tom Eyen wrote this music 

that combined R & B, soul, rock, jazz, blues, disco and Broadway sound. It was all emerging and 

you never heard it in the theatre before. 2) This incredible staging by Michael Bennett. This 

show took off like a bullet train and never stopped. It was very abstract. It was just this series of 

revolving light towers, that would move and turn into sets and backgrounds. It was very 

cinematic, a great cast, and then a legendary performance by Jennifer Holiday. Jennifer sang that 

fi rst act curtain number, And I am Telling You. It was also the first of its kind to have costume 

changes on the set. 

 

Dreamgirls started with Henry Krieger and Tom Eyen. Tom had the idea of background girls 

who wanted to be bigger than that. And Henry had the idea of using the music he had grown up 

with, which was Motown music and other kinds of R & B, which would really transfer to the 

stage in a convincing way to tell a story. 

 

Dreamgirls started with the Public Theatre and Joe Papp, Joseph Papp. They asked for a 

workshop, which they were granted, and then they went to Michael Bennett and played him 
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some songs. They went to Boston; David Geffen came in with 

one million dollars. The Shubert organization came in and put up 

a million dollars. And ABC Entertainment put in a million 

dollars. At that time it was unthinkable 3.5 million dollars for a 

musical. But now it is $8 to $12 million to put a musical on 

Broadway. Dreamgirls started a trend of bigger and bigger kind 

of show. 

 
Biography for Bill Condon  

Date of Birth 22 October 1955, New York City, New York, Birth Name William Condon, Height 

5' 5"   
Trivia 

¶ His mother attended high school with Susan Hayward. 

¶ After graduating from Regis High School, an all-male Jesuit school in Manhattan, he 

studied philosophy at Columbia University. 

¶ First film-related job was working for a year in the publicity department at Avco Embassy. 

¶ Directed 5 different performers in Oscar-nominated performances: Lynn Redgrave, Ian McKellen, Laura Linney, Eddie Murphy and 
Jennifer Hudson. Hudson won for Dreamgirls (2006). 

Personal Quotes 

¶ Musicals are all about transitions. How you get in and out of numbers is more important than what happens inside of them. 
Filmography 

In Development:  
1. The Song Is You  

Director: 

1. Richard Pryor: Is It Something I Said? (2011) (in 
production)  

2. The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 2 (2012) 

(pre-production)  
3. The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 1 (2011) 

(pre-production)   

4. Tilda (2011) (TV) (filming)  
5. "The Big C" (2010) TV series (unknown episodes)  

6. Dreamgirls (2006)  

7. Kinsey (2004)  
8. "The Others" (1 episode, 2000)   

9. Gods and Monsters (1998)  

10. Candyman: Farewell to the Flesh (1995)  
11. The Man Who Wouldn't Die (1994) (TV)  

12. Deadly Relations (1993) (TV)  

13. Dead in the Water (1991) (TV)  
14. White Lie (1991) (TV)  

15. Murder 101 (1991) (TV)  

16. Sister, Sister (1987)  
Writer: 

1. Richard Pryor: Is It Something I Said? (2011) (in 

production) (written by)  
2. Tilda (2011) (TV) (filming) (screenplay)  

3. 81st Annual Academy Awards (2009) (TV) (written by)  

4. Dreamgirls (2006) (screenplay)  
5. Kinsey (2004) (written by)  

6. Shortcut to Happiness (2004) (screenplay)   

7. Chicago (2002) (screenplay)  
8. Gods and Monsters (1998) (screenplay)  

9. F/X2 (1991) (written by)  

10. Murder 101 (1991) (TV) (written by)  
11. Sister, Sister (1987) (writer)  

12. Strange Invaders (1983) (screenplay) (as William 

Condon) (story) (as William Condon)  
13. Strange Behavior (1981) (writer)  

Producer: 

1. Tilda (2011) (TV) (filming) (executive producer)  
2. 81st Annual Academy Awards (2009) (TV) (producer)  

3. The Man Who Wouldn't Die (1994) (TV) (co-executive 

producer)  
4. Strange Behavior (1981) (associate producer)  

Actor: 

1. Sister, Sister (1987) Priest  
2. Strange Invaders (1983) (uncredited)  

3. Strange Behavior (1981) Bryan Morgan  

Source: IMDB.com 
 

Chapter 2 Move Right out of My Life, 0:07:00 

The Dream is Alive ï History. There were several previous attempts to get Dreamgirls made into 

a movie, but they all failed for one reason or another. 

 

The turning point happened when Chicago made it to the big screen that was the moment for Bill 

Condon to realize that this could also make the transfer. 

 

It was Christmas 2002, and ran into Bill Condon at a holiday party. Bill Condon was joking 

because he had written Chicago for the screen; he was being offered every kind of musical that 

was ever written for the screen. Chicago seemed to be opening the door for a lot of other musical 
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adaptations.  Bill Condon had always wanted to turn Dreamgirls into a movie; it was on the top 

of his list of shows that could be adapted for the screen. Geffen however had reservations about 

adapting it for the screen. Bill gave an 8 minute spiel over lunch and convinced Geffen that it 

could be done. And just like that they were off and running with Business Affairs arranging for 

Condon to adapt the script. 

 

Most great musicals are backstage musicals. 

Most great musicals are about the process of 

performing. People sing and dance, and it is 

a little less comfortable when you people in 

ordinary professions doing that. It takes a 

little bit more leap of faith, and that is 

always the challenge with movies. Drawing 

people into the idea that people are going to 

sing and dance. That task gets infinitely 

easier if those people are already performers. 

Dreamgirls already has a classic backstage 

story with a twist. They solved in a 

production of Dreamgirls musical a problem 

that is built into almost all backstage musicals. And that is they have thrilling first acts, because 

there is always somebody that wants to break in and wants to succeed. And the first act charts the 

rise of that person. And the second act is the dreary part, which is the price you pay for success. 

All of those things, often they become cautionary tales. And when it becomes more about the 

trajectory down, and then finding some nice spot to land at the end. By having Effie come back 

in the second act and build, you get the thrill of the first act in the second act. Very clever 

writing.  

 

Condon stated that the exciting thing about writing this screen play, as it was the first chance to 

visualize what this musical movie might be. You find out what the challenge is when you get 

inside something, and in this case, it was keeping all of the balls in the air for a very long period 

of time. 

 

There are six main characters, which you have to check in on, over the 

course of almost fifteen years. That is a lot to accomplish and fit in 30 

songs in a two hour structure. The second act, although it has this 

thrilling rise for Effie, was always somewhat disappointing. It became 

clear that it needed some major overhauling in the second act, in terms 

of structure and story. So the second act is mostly a new book. What it 

becomes more than anything is telling things visually. And really a 

basic rule as to how musicals work on film, which is never, if you can 

help it, stop the story and the action for a song. That song should propel 

you from one place to the other, and that a lot should happen in the 

middle of them. So the audience doesnôt have to feel that they have to 

sort of sit and wait while someone performs. That became the task and 
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an incredibly fun one, states Bill Condon. 

 
Biography for Jamie Foxx 

Date of Birth 13 December 1967, Terrell, Texas, Birth Name Eric Marlon Bishop, Height 5' 9"   

Mini Biography Jamieôs mother, Louise, was an adopted child. When her marriage to his father failed, his grandparents, Mark and Estelle Talley, 
stepped in and, at age 7 months, adopted him too. He says he had a very rigid upbringing that placed him in the Boy Scouts and the church choir. 

During high school, he played quarterback for his high school team and was good enough that he got press in Dallas newspapers. He studied 

music in college. He released a music album in 1994, ñPeep Thisò and sings the theme song for his 1999 movie, Any Given Sunday (1999). 
However, in 1989, his life changed when a girl friend challenged him to get up onstage at the Comedy Club. In fact, he says he took his 

androgynous stage name because he learned that women got preference for mike time on open stage nights. That led to his being cast in Roc 

(1991) and In Living Color (1990) and ultimately to his own WB network TV series. He has a daughter, Corrine, born in 1995, who lives with her 
mother. IMDb Mini Biography By: John Sacksteder  

Trivia 

¶ 1/8/00: First man of the decade to host "Saturday Night Live" (1975). 

¶ Was a football quarterback in high school. 

¶ He started as a stand-up comedian. 

¶ Auditioned for the Cuba Gooding Jr. role in Jerry Maguire (1996). 

¶ Had the role of Slim in The Wood (1999), but had to drop out when he got the role of Willie Beamen in Any Given Sunday (1999). 

¶ 2/04: Pleaded guilty to one misdemeanor count of disturbing the peace involving charges of battery against a New Orleans policeman 
in a casino last April. He received two years probation and a $1500 fine. 

¶ His piano lessons started at the age of three at his grandmother's insistence. 

¶ His top five favorite songs are "Do Me, Baby" by Prince, "Sexual Healing" by Marvin Gaye, "Always and Forever" by Heatwave, "It's 

All About the Benjamins" by 'Sean 'P. Diddy' Combs' and "Lady" by Lionel Richie. 

¶ Attended United States International University (now known as Alliant International University) from 1986 to 1988 on a music 

scholarship. 

¶ As a second grader, he was so talented in telling jokes that his teacher used him as a reward. If the class behaved, Foxx would tell 
them jokes. 

¶ In Ray (2004/I), he wore prosthetic eyelids which made him virtually blind. 

¶ Went to the United States International University in San Diego after graduation on a music scholarship. 

¶ Is the first person to have been nominated for three acting awards at the Golden Globes in the same year. 

¶ He said that Richard Pryor is his idol in comedy, Denzel Washington is his idol in acting, and that Steve Hardin is his idol in music. 

¶ His three Golden Globe nominations were announced on his 37th birthday. 

¶ Started out as a stand-up comedian, often doing imitations of former president Ronald Reagan. 

¶ On January 25th, 2005, he became one of the elite eleven thespians to have been nominated for both a Supporting and Lead Acting 

Academy Award in the same year for their achievements in two different movies. The other nine are Fay Bainter, Teresa Wright, Cate 
Blanchett, Barry Fitzgerald (he has been nominated in both categories for the same role in the same movie), Jessica Lange, Sigourney 

Weaver, Al Pacino, Emma Thompson, Holly Hunter and Julianne Moore. 

¶ Is only the second male in history to receive two acting Oscar nominations in the same year for two different movies. The first male to 
do so was Al Pacino. 

¶ First African-American to be nominated for two Oscars in the same year. 

¶ At the 2005 Grammy Awards, he performed "Georgia on my Mind" with Alicia Keys as a tribute to Ray Charles, whom he portrayed 

in Ray (2004/I) the previous year and became good friends with him before he passed away. 

¶ As of January 25th, 2005, he became the sixth actor nominated for playing a pianist. The first to be nominated (and win) was F. 

Murray Abraham, who beat out co-star Tom Hulce for the Best Actor Oscar in Amadeus (1984). The second to be nominated was 
Holly Hunter, who won the Best Actress Oscar for her performance as a mute pianist in The Piano (1993). Geoffrey Rush won the 

Best Actor Oscar for his work in Shine (1996). In 2002, Adrien Brody won the Best Actor Oscar for his performance in The Pianist 

(2002). Foxx was nominated, and won, for his performance as the legendary musician Ray Charles in the hit biopic Ray (2004/I). 

¶ His Oscar win for Ray (2004/I) along with Morgan Freeman's win for Million Dollar Baby (2004), was the second time two African-

Americans won Oscars in the same year. The first was in 2002 when Denzel Washington won Best Actor for Training Day (2001) and 

Halle Berry won Best Actress for Monster's Ball (2001). 

¶ He and Holly Hunter have both won Oscars for playing pianists - and for playing the piano themselves in their respective roles. In 

1993, the same year that Hunter won Best Actress, she was nominated for Best Supporting Actress for The Firm (1993) in which she 
appeared opposite Tom Cruise. In 2004 Foxx was also nominated for Best Supporting Actor for Collateral (2004), also opposite 

Cruise. 

¶ Cousin Michael Bishop starred at quarterback for Kansas State University in the mid-1990s and currently plays for Toronto 
Argonaughts of the Canadian Football League. 

¶ Only one of a few actors to win the quadruple award crown during motion picture award season. Foxx won a Golden Globe, the SAG 
Award, the BAFTA Award and topped it off with the Oscar. 

¶ Was named one of the "50 Most Beautiful People" by People Magazine in 2005 

¶ Is a Miami Heat fan. 

¶ Invited to join AMPAS in 2005. 

¶ His 10-year-old daughter accompanied him to the Oscars in 2005. 

¶ Second actor to win an Academy Award for "Best Actor" and to have had a #1 billboard single ("Gold digger" by Kanye West). The 
first to do so was Bing Crosby. 
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¶ To play Ray Charles from the years 1949 to 1979 for the movie Ray (2004/I), he dropped more than 30 pounds, going from 189 to 

157. 

¶ Was listed as a potential nominee on the 2006 Razzie Award nominating ballot. He was suggested in the Worst Actor category for his 

performance in the film Stealth (2005), however, he failed to receive a nomination. 

¶ During 2005 he was nominated nine times for both Best Actor in Ray (2004/I) and Best Supporting Actor in Collateral (2004). Eight 
out of those nine times he won Best Actor for Ray (2004/I) and lost for Best Supporting Actor for Collateral (2004). 

¶ Idolizes R. Kelly and attributes his musical stylings, as well as personal style, to his influence. 

¶ His performance as Ray Charles in Ray (2004/I) is ranked #31 on Premiere Magazine's 100 Greatest Performances of All Time 

(2006). 

¶ In 2006, a region of his Unpredictable Tour ad campaigns were by filmmaker, Shane Stanley. 

¶ Ray (2004/I), which he played the title role in, is ranked #99 on the American Film Institute's 100 Most Inspiring Movies of All Time 
(2006). 

¶ Is one of only five performers to have both a Billboard #1 single and an Oscar for acting. The others are Barbra Streisand, Cher, Frank 
Sinatra and Bing Crosby. 

¶ His "SSG Sykes" character in Jarhead (2005) ironically took place the same time (during the Gulf War of 1990) as his "In Living 
Color" (1990) stint. 

¶ He often impersonated Ray Charles when he was a cast member on "In Living Color" (1990), satirizing Charles' 1992 Diet Pepsi 
advertisements. 

¶ When he sings "What I'd Say" for Ray (2004/I), he recites almost the same backup refrain in Kanye West's "Gold Digger". 

¶ While performing as a stand-up comedian, changed his last name to Foxx after one of his favorite comics Redd Foxx and changed his 

first name to Jamie because it could be a girlôs name as well. In comedy clubs, female comics often perform before the male comics so 

when a club manager read his name on the list, he would often be moved up on the list of performers. 

¶ Named one of People Magazine's "Hottest Bachelors" in 2006. 

¶ Won 22 awards for his performance as Ray Charles in Ray (2004/I). 

¶ Huge fan of Professional Wrestling. 

¶ Good friends with his Any Given Sunday (1999) Co-Star and current WWE Superstar Marty Wright. 

¶ He was awarded a Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame for Motion Pictures at 6801 Hollywood Boulevard in Hollywood, California. 

¶ Is one of 8 actors to have won an Academy Award, BAFTA Award, Golden Globe Award, Critics' Choice Award, and SAG Award 

for the same performance. The others in chronological order are 'Geoffrey Rush' for Shine (1996), 'Philip Seymour Hoffman' for 

Capote (2005), Forest Whitaker for The Last King of Scotland (2006), 'Javier Bardem' for No Country for Old Men (2007), Daniel 
Day-Lewis for There Will Be Blood (2007), Heath Ledger for The Dark Knight (2008), and Christoph Waltz for Inglourious Basterds 

(2009). 

¶ Lives in Hidden Valley, California. 
Personal Quotes 

¶ You know what? I never really factor Hollywood into anything. Iôm a black actor, so I canôt really control what Hollywood thinks. I 
gotta go do my thing, and my jokes have got to be funny. Whatever I do has got to be great. 

¶ CCH Pounder taught me one thing. She said, ñCharacters are like putting on a coat. You put the coat on while you work, you take the 
coat off after itôs over.ò You need that freshness. I know people who stay in character, and itôs the worst thing in the world. You canôt 

go out. Theyôre still in their character and the character residue is too much. I like to go do it, flip it on like a light switch and then flip 

it off. Then, when we come back in the next morning I flip it back on. Thatôs what keeps things fresh for me. 
Salary Miami Vice (2006) $10,000,000 

 

Filmography 
In Development:  

1. Damage Control  
2. Untitled Mike Tyson Biopic  

3. Welcome to the Jungle  

4. Streets on Fire  
5. The Power of Duff  

6. Untitled Jamie Foxx Sketch Show   

7. Zebra Murders  
Actor: 

1. The Skank Robbers (2011) (pre-production) Wanda  

2. Kane & Lynch (2011) (pre-production) Lynch  
3. Horrible Bosses (2011) (filming) Motherfucker Jones  

4. Due Date (2010) (completed) Jim  

5. Malice N Wonderland (2010) (V) Cheshire Cool  
6. Valentine's Day (2010) Kelvin Moore  

7. Law Abiding Citizen (2009) Nick Rice  

8. The Soloist (2009) Nathaniel Ayers  
9. The Kingdom (2007) Ronald Fleury  

10. Dreamgirls (2006) Curtis Taylor Jr.  

11. Miami Vice (2006) Ricardo Tubbs  
12. Jarhead (2005) Staff Sgt. Sykes  

13. Stealth (2005) Lt. Henry Purcell  

14. Ray (2004/I) Ray Charles  

15. Collateral (2004) Max  
16. Breakin' All the Rules (2004) Quincy Watson  

17. "Chappelle's Show" Black Tony Blair (1 episode, 2004)  

18. Redemption: The Stan Tookie Williams Story (2004) 
(TV) Stan 'Tookie' Williams  

19. Shade (2003/I) Larry Jennings  

20. Ali (2001) Drew 'Bundini' Brown  
21. Date from Hell (2001)  

22. "The Jamie Foxx Show" Jamie King (100 episodes, 

1996-2001)   
23. Bait (2000) Alvin Sanders  

24. Any Given Sunday (1999) Willie Beamen  

25. Held Up (1999) Michael  
26. The Players Club (1998) Blue  

27. Booty Call (1997) Bunz  

28. The Great White Hype (1996) Hassan El Ruk'n  
29. The Truth About Cats & Dogs (1996) Ed  

30. "Moesha" Woody (1 episode, 1996)  

31. "Hangin' with Mr. Cooper" Coach Armstrong (1 
episode, 1996)   

32. "C-Bear and Jamal" (1996) TV series (voice)  
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33. "In Living Color" Various (42 episodes, 1991-1994)   

34. "Roc" Crazy George (7 episodes, 1992-1993)  

35. Toys (1992) Baker  

Source: IMDB.com 

 

Chapter 3 Meeting James Earl Jones, 0:14:15 

Song: Fake Your Way to the Top 

 

Both Will Smith and Terrence Howard were considered for the role of Curtis Taylor, Jr.  

 

Building the Dream Documentary, On Broadway: Dreamgirls when it came out was making 

history. I mean there was no other show like it on Broadway. And it made pretty much stars out 

of everybody that was in it. A lot of the careers of black artists that you see, all of them have 

done Dreamgirls, either in workshops somewhere at some point. So it is really a huge part of the 

show business. The music was infectious something that I could relate to. It was about great 

music and great time in American history. 

 

The story is a universal story, the story of success and the story of forgiveness. It is the 

quintessential show business story. What happens when you get a group and one shines a little 

brighter.  

 

After the original stage production proved successful, the film version went through several 

incarnations. In the late 1980s Whitney Houston was considered for the role of Deena, but 

negotiations fell through when Houston insisted that Deena sing some of Effieôs songs, 

specifically, ñAnd I Am Telling You Iôm Not Goingò, as well. In the early 1990s, after the 

success of Whatôs Love Got to Do with It (1993), Joel Schumacher was set to direct, with Lauryn 

Hill set to play Deena and Kelly Price to play Effie. However, after the box-office failure of 

several other musical biopics, the project was again shelved. After the success of Chicago 

(2002), the producers approached Bill Condon, who had long considered an adaptation his dream 

project. 

 

Chapter 4 The Car Dealership, The business dealings, 0:19:32 

Song: Cadillac Car 

 

Anachronisms: During a 1965 press conference, a photographer uses a Nikon camera that was 

introduced in the late 1980s. 

 

Anachronisms: When the 1962 Cadillac Deville Convertible is on the lift, it has all-weather 

radial tires, which didnôt exist then, with treads that first appeared in the 1990s. 

 

Car scenes 

 

Effie walks in with an album on ñRainbow Records,ò Martin Luther Kingôs ñGreat March To 

Freedomò, recorded in Detroit, June 23, 1963. This is one of the few real record covers in the 

movie; it was released as Gordy 906, a Motown label.  
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Iôm looking for Something ï Casting. Casting of Jamie Fox, Beyoncé Knowles, and Eddie 

Murphy, it was critical to getting the picture made; you have to have what is called Marque help. 

Jamie Fox was the first person to get picked up for the movie. They needed a leading man that 

was comfortable with singing and dancing.  

 

Eddie Murphy was attracted to the project, because it was completely different from anything 

else he had previously done. Which is the same reason that Bill Condon was interested in him, as 

it would be a surprise departure from the expected for Eddie Murphy. It took Eddie Murphy two 

months to decide to take the risk, risk of singing and dancing, and taking on a minor role. 

 

Beyoncé contacted them, and they did a full blown screen test, in wardrobe, and it was the 

strength of that screen test that they made their decision. Condon was worried about her strong 

stage persona, and whether or not, she could be come this performer. He had to be able to 

embrace that 60ôs sexuality of a kitten, instead of the blatant approach of her persona today.  

 

Beyoncé in preparation for the screen test, she hired her own hair and make-up and spent the 

weekend going to vintage shops to get the right wardrobe for the part. She made up her own 

choreography and it went really good for her. For her screen-test, she did two dramatic scenes, 

and then sang solo Dreamgirls. Bill Condon stated that it was very clever what she was able to 

do, and how she changed herself. Bill told her she didnôt need to do any moves, just sing the 

song. But Beyoncé said, ñOh no, I have been studying these types of groups watching tapes and I 

have moves for you.ò 

 

One of the smart things she did in her audition was to channel Diana Ross, but also to add a mix 

of Marilyn Monroeôs sex appeal.  

 

Anika Noni Rose, plays the character of Lorrell Robinson, she auditioned in New York. They 

called her and asked her to come in to audition in two days. She said no, as she had her heart set 

on getting this role, and she wanted time to prepare. So she flew herself out to LA to audition.   

 

Keith Robinson (C.C. White) auditioned many months before he actually got the part. Keith 

stated that the casting process was grueling for him. He had to wait after he auditioned, because 

they had to cast Effie first, they are brother and sister in the movie. 

 

The cliché is that 90% of directing is casting. With Dreamgirls 90% of casting is casting Effie. 

This really is the part that Dreamgirls is famous for. And anyone who plays this part has 

enormous shoes to fill those of Jennifer Holiday. The search for Effie was a big search. They had 

open calls in Atlanta, Chicago, St. Louis, and Detroit, New York. It was the biggest challenge of 

all, largely because when Jennifer Holiday played the part, she really put an imprint on those 

songs.  The best way to approach a problem like this is to pretend it doesnôt exist. Because the 

last thing you want is for somebody to imitate her. They had to find someone that was a certain 

age, had that voice like nobody else, and could act. You know it was a really tall order. They saw 

over 700 Effieôs across the country. When you really look at what a part demands, it really 

comes down to a couple of people. 
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Jennifer Hudson stated that after her first audition in New York, she had to let it go, because she 

wanted it so bad, that she was afraid it was going to drive her crazy. Jennifer was called back 

twice and then asked to go to LA to do a full screen test. The LA audition was full hair and 

make-up, she got a call the next day from Bill Condon telling her, ñCongratulations you are our 

Effie White.ò 

 

Chapter 5 Selling car to pay off DJôs, 0:26:59 

0:28:19 Alley shot, Day One filming 

 

0:28:52 Boxing Scene 

 

0:30:13 Apollo Theatre, Steppinô to the Bad Side. Choreography is exactly the same as the 

writing, youôre telling another part of the story, or something about a character, through dance. 

They interviewed several chorographers from the Rock Concert world, Broadway world, to the 

MTV world. They were each asked to spend one week with their own dancers, choreographing 

Steppinô to the Bad Side. And then just literarily put a camera on sticks and film it. 

 

Fatima Robinson (Choreographer) was selected after she arranged a gospel version and dance to 

Steppinô to the Bad Side.  Tobias Schliessler, the director of Photography came in to film some 

of the dance rehearsals. They would shoot dance numbers and intercut them with storyboards. 

They were able to watch how the movie would eventually look before they even started shooting 

the movie. By doing this it becomes rather easy to see which part of the song is needed and 

which part is redundant. And what could be musicalized. Also, what have you written in your 

script that can now make their way into a number.  

 

Eboni was Fatimaôs assistance, she one of the crew, as she was one of the Dreamgirls. Joey 

Pizzi, Associate Choreographer, is someone that Bill Condon recommended. He worked on 

Chicago and he is a theatre cat.  He brought the Broadway aspect, a different eye a different 

angle, just a whole fresh approach. They started the choreography rehearsal in August and they 

stopped right before the movie began filming in January. There is a lot of numbers that they had 

to get through.  

 

Steppinô to the Bad Side, was a big number, which was shot at the Orpheum Theatre. The 

Orpheum is a fully restored theatre on Broadway, and they took two days to shoot it. They shot it 

from every conceivable angle. There is a little nod to the original Dreamgirls stage production 

with the light columns on the side of the stage and surrounding the platforms that everyone is 

dancing on. They had three months to rehearse it before they shot it. They choreographed it for 

the stage, not for film. Eddie Murphy hit himself in the mouth with the microphone as they 

recorded this number; he gave himself a bloody mouth. 

 

Continuity: Just before the gospel break of the ñSteppinô to the Bad Sideò number, a medium 

shot of the Dreamettes features Deena on the left, Lorrell in the middle, and Effie on the right. 
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The shot immediately following is a long shot showing the full stage, with Effie now on the left, 

Deena in the middle, and Lorrell on the right. 

 

Incorrectly regarded as goofs: During Steppinô to the Bad Side, tambourines appear just before 

the gospel break. Itôs part of the choreography, using an old stage and film musical technique. 

 

Anachronisms: During the Steppinô to the Bad Side montage, the Chicago NBC Tower, first 

opened in 1989, is seen sometime in the 1960s. 

 

Day 1 of Shooting: Richard Graves, Assistant Director. My first schedule was 78 days, maybe 

even 80 days. Probably a month over what Dreamworks really wanted to spend on the movie. So 

everyone got their pencils out and started trying to figure out how theyôd pair it down to a 

workable schedule.   

 

No matter what movie you are making you are always up against the budget and the schedule 

and there are never enough days. They had 60 days and they could never fit this one scene in. It 

was the three guys walking down the alley to Steppinô to the Bad Side. So they called it a camera 

test, and shot it, and they shot it the night before they were actually going to start shooting.  

 

So on the first day of shooting they were right into the dance. Jamie Foxxôs daughter laughed 

when he told her he was going to be in a movie that he danced in.  

 

Chapter 6 32:10 History and Records selling, Curtis finds interest in Deana 

0:33:47 Songs: I Love You I Do. 

 

Feel So Real ï Production Design. You do most of the movie in Pre-Production. The design 

period is the 60ôs and 70ôs, and that is a really rich time in American history, as far as the design 

elements. John Myhre Production designer, he also worked on Chicago.  In order to keep the 

film grounded in reality, they went after a lot of locations, instead of building everything. Myhre 

wanted to show how exciting Detroit was in that time period. The philosophy they had was to 

find glamour in everyday life. Some of the elements they did to give the film its look was neon 

bars flashing off of wet streets, having off camera flashing lights, use of clear bulbs around 

make-up mirrors,  

 

They also looked at movies from this time period, to pick up little details that they might have 

overlooked. But both John Myhre and Bob Conden knew what they wanted and would 

automatically reference movie shots that they were thinking of, so they really didnôt have to 

watch the movies. They also built models of every set, so that the cameraman and director could 

see the angles. They also used a small video camera in the model set, so they could see what the 

actual camera angle would film. This technique makes it easier to build the real set, because you 

can see where the camera needs to fit. 

 

Chapter 7 39:13 Miami Beach Show 
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0:40:00 Song: I want You Baby. This becomes an Eddie Murphy ballad, he is singing, he is not 

screaming. This was also the first song that Eddie Murphy came in to sing. 

 

In order to keep within their budget, they had to film numerous scenes at the same time. This 

required Bill Condon to go from one set to the next, to check in on what is being filmed. The 

actors were also shifting from one set to the next, changing clothes and wigs on the fly. The 

actors stated they were counting on Bill Condon to make sure he got the perfect take of their 

scenes. 

 

You better move, move ï Choreography. Most belter singers just work a stage and they donôt 

have to dance. The idea is that you donôt need to see them do anything, because their voice will 

blow you back. Jennifer came from that background of, my voice is so powerful, and I donôt 

need to dance. Jennifer stated that learning the dance was a whole lot of prayers.  

 

Beyoncé is a dancer, so it doesnôt matter what kind of shoes you put on her, she is going to move. 

She would come in to the studio and learn a routine in an hour. Fatima also had lots of tapes of 

Motown performances to help find what they were looking for. Beyoncé even had some 

experience working with Fatima when she was only 16 years old.  

 

All of the Dreamgirls are Virgos, so one thing they all held in common as the perfection part. 

Anika Noni Rose (Lorrell Robinson) comes from a Broadway background, so she was used to 

doing it all, singing, dancing and acting. Anika stated that she would practice long hours at 

home, so that she come in looking confident, and also because she didnôt want to scare anybody 

with her dancing. Sharon Leal (Michelle Morris) had some training as a ballerina when she was 

little, so dancing was not so foreign to her. Sharon commented in her rehearsals she kept 

repeating to herself, ñJust donôt hit Beyoncé.ò  

 

0:42:26 Lorrell is a woman now. 

 

Chapter 8 43:00 Breaking up from Jimmy and the Dreamettes, Deena sings Lead 

0:45:35 Song: What About What I Need  

 

When Curtis tells the girls that theyôre going to be their own act, he says that heôs gotten Jolly 

Jenkins to do their choreography. This is a reference to Cholly Atkins, the famous tap-dancer 

(part of the tap-dancing duo of Coles and Atkins), who did most of the choreography for The 

Supremes.  

 

0:46:00 Song: We are a Family  

 

The car dealership that turns into Rainbow Records, took two months to construct. Because it 

was built outside in the elements, with the design being this huge glass window showroom, 

which had to take the weight of a giant fin sign with a rainbow on it. And then there was the size 

of the garage and it was built into a real neighborhood. They were able to convince the city to 
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block off the streets whenever they were there. So what they did was they created a back lot 

within a real neighborhood. 

 

Because of the filming schedule they often had two crews filming simultaneously.  Steven 

Jacobson was the second unit director. Steven knew the music so well, that he was capable of 

timing his edits to the beat of the music. Many times he was off on his own filming scenes, while 

others principle scenes were being done elsewhere. 

 

Chapter 9 48:51 The Dreams 

0:49:00 Song: Dreamgirls. Jenniferôs favorite dress was the Dreamgirls dress. Beyoncé said that 

the dresses were so sexy and so 60ôs. The dresses are corseted at the top and bustiers, and the 

heaviest biggest hair in life. The Dreamgirls dresses are more a reflection of the 1950ôs, 

something that Kim Novak might have worn.  But it is so right, that these girls were trying to 

cross over into mainstreamed white culture, would look more like their mothers generation for a 

moment. 

 

Sharen Davis, Costume Designer, stated that the Dreamgirls 

dress was redesigned five times; it was the hardest dress for 

her to design. She thought it looked like a wedding dress 

and she didnôt want to design a white dress, she just kept 

fighting it. She added the blue to the dress because the set 

had blue in it; she thought if she just added one color, the 

dress would look okay. The bottom of the dress was left 

open so the girls could at least walk. Notice they are 

working with cabled microphones, they had a lot of fun 

doing the choreography and walking around with the 

microphone cables. 

 

For the theatre of the 1970ôs they used the Ambassador 

Theatre in Pasadena, California, it is a great mid-century 

theatre. It has been used as a church for the past several 

years, but the interior is in pristine condition. If you look at 

that dressing room, not much was added by the set designer.  

 

The music supervisors used the software Pro-Tools to playback the music on the set. That is 

what was used for the actors to lip-sync against. Anika is the only actor who sang live in the 

movie. Lorrel loves Jimmy.  

 

When they started the film, they thought it was going to be an all stage film, but in fact they did a 

complete flip. What they ended up with was 90% location and 10% stage. Most of the numbers 

were shot in theatres in downtown LA on Broadway and Main Street. A lot of Detroit, exteriors 

and interiors.  The production designer went into almost all of the old theatre, at least those that 

had not been converted into something, and could see them. 
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The balcony boxes were extended to bring the audience closer in to the action. It also makes it 

really interesting for the audience to experience all of these different levels. 

 

They shot the first day with the audience in the theatre, which provided some nice electricity and 

a huge roar from the crowd that greeted the 

performers. 

 

Tobias the cameraman made his first mark with 

Friday Night Lights. Tobias loved the script 

from the first reading; as he thought visually 

this would be amazing 60ôs Detroit to ó70ôs 

California.  

 

When the studio thinks musical, they think 

bright and colorful, which is just the opposite 

of what they had in mind with gritty Detroit. They had gritty and atmospheric in mind. As a 

result it took the studio some time to get on board and realize that they had something else in 

mind. 

 

In the beginning, for the filming of the talent show, it has a raw beginning; it looks like it is kind 

of amateurish. This is done on purpose, so that when they build their entertainment lives it will 

become more polished. When people come to a musical, they expect to see beautiful lighting, 

sweeping shots, and it is a balancing act to get it right. They were also worried about how raw 

they could make it at this point of the filming, and keep the audience along for the ride. 

 

In the beginning you get the two groups taunting each other, the Stepp Sisters and the Dreams, 

and this happened on set, as they were constantly waiting for the next shot to be set up. 

 

When you are on location, occasionally a location provides you with an element that you can use 

in your story. The elevator to the stage floor existed at the Palace Theatre, and it was a perfect 

use of a location element brought into the story. When you see movies today, there is so much 

you can do with CGI, but there is nothing like creating an effect in reality. 

 

James Thunder Early is imitating moves from Jackie Wilson and James Brown and then later it 

moved to Otis Redding and Wilson Pickett, who are performers and not dancers. 
 

Biography for Eddie Murphy (I)  
Date of Birth3 April 1961, Brooklyn, New York, Birth Name Edward Regan Murphy, Nickname Ed, Murph, Height 5' 9"   

 

Mini Biography Eddie Murphy was born in Brooklyn New York, in 1961, the youngest son of Lillian Murphy, a widow who married Vernon 
Lynch, the step-father of Eddie, his brother Charles Q. Murphy, and Vernon Jr. Eddie himself had aspirations of being in show business since he 

was a child. A bright kid growing up in the streets of New York, Murphy spent a great deal of time on impressions and comedy stand-up routines 

rather than academics. His sense of humor and wit made him a stand out amongst his classmates at Roosevelt Junior-Senior High School. By the 
time he was 15, Murphy worked as a stand-up comic on the lower part of New York, wooing audiences with his dead-on impressions of 

celebrities and outlooks on life. 

 
In the early 1980s, at the age of 19, Murphy was offered a contract for the Not-Ready-For-Prime-Time Players of "Saturday Night Live" (1975), 

where Murphy exercised his comedic abilities in impersonating African American figures and originating some of the shows most memorable 

characters: Velvet Jones, Mr. Robinson, and a disgruntled and angry Gumby. 
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Murphy made his feature film debut in 48 Hrs. (1982), alongside Nick Nolte. The two's comedic and antagonistic chemistry, alongside Murphy's 

believable performance as a streetwise convict aiding a bitter, aging cop, won over critics and audiences. The next year, Murphy went two for 
two, with another hit, pairing him with John Landis, who later became a frequent collaborator with Murphy in Coming to America (1988) and 

Beverly Hills Cop III (1994). Beverly Hills Cop (1984) was the film that made Murphy a box-office superstar and most notably made him a 

celebrity worldwide, and it remains one of the all-time biggest domestic blockbusters in motion-picture history. Murphy's performance as a young 
Detroit cop in pursuit of his friend's murderers earned him a third consecutive Golden Globe nomination. Axel Foley became one of Murphy's 

signature characters. On top of his game, Murphy was unfazed by his success, that is until his box office appeal and choices in scripts resulted 

into a spotty mix of hits and misses into the late 1980s and early 1990s. Films like The Golden Child (1986) and Beverly Hills Cop II (1987) were 
critically panned but were still massive draws at the box office. 

 

In 1989, Murphy, coming off another hit, Coming to America (1988), found failure with his directorial debut, Harlem Nights (1989). Another 48 
Hrs. (1990) and his turn as a hopeless romantic in Boomerang (1992) did little to resuscitate his career. However, his remake of Jerry Lewis's The 

Nutty Professor (1996) brought Murphy's drawing power back into fruition. From there, Murphy rebounded with occasional hits and misses but 

has long proven himself as a skilled comedic actor with applaud able range pertaining to characterizations and mannerisms. 
 

Though he has grown up a lot since his fast-lane rise as a superstar in the 1980s, Murphy has lived the Hollywood lifestyle with controversy, 

criticism, scandal, and the admiration of millions worldwide for his talents. As Murphy had matured throughout the years, learning many lessons 
about the Hollywood game in the process, he settled down with more family-oriented humor with Doctor Dolittle (1998), Mulan (1998), 

Bowfinger (1999), and the animated smash Shrek (2001), in a supporting role that showcased Murphy's comedic personality and charm. In spite 

of being vocal in interviews about his career, Eddie Murphy continues to live a happy life with his wife and kids and has said that if his career 
would to end tomorrow he would be content just being with his family. 

Spouse Nicole Mitchell Murphy March 18, 1993 ï April 17, 2006, (divorced) 5 children 
 

Trade Mark 

¶ His laugh. 

¶ Often plays multiple characters in one movie. 

 
Trivia 

¶ Was cast by "Saturday Night Live" (1975) and NBC when he was 19 years old. 

¶ Ranked #78 in Empire (UK) magazine's Top 100 Movie Stars of All Time list (October 1997). 

¶ Born at 1:30pm-EST. 

¶ In a TV commercial never shown in the USA, Eddie Murphy kissed the front bumper of a Toyota sedan. 

¶ Has eight children: His first and oldest child was by 'Paulette McNeely': son Eric Murphy (born on 10 July 1989). He also has a child 
by 'Tamara Hood': son Christian Murphy (born on 29 November 1990) Murphy also fathered five children with Nicole Mitchell 

Murphy: daughter Bria L. Murphy (born on 18 November 1989 in Sacramento); son Miles Mitchell (born on 7 November 1992); 

daughter Shayne Audra (born on 10 Ocotber 1994); daughter Zola Ivy (born on 24 December 1999 in Los Angeles); and daughter 

Bella Zahra (born on 29 January 2002); and, One child with ex-girlfriend Melanie Brown a daughter, Angel Iris Murphy Brown (born 

on 3 April 2007). 

¶ Attended Nassau Community College in Garden City, New York, before beginning his acting career. 

¶ Did stand-up comedy at the same Bay Area Comedy Club as Robin Williams and Caryn Johnson (whose stage name eventually 
became Whoopi Goldberg) before getting into acting. 

¶ Was voted Most Popular while attending Roosevelt Junior-Senior High School in Roosevelt, New York, due to the stand-up comedy 

routines he would perform in the school's auditorium and jokes he would tell classmates during lunch. 

¶ Older brother Charles Q. Murphy is also an actor. Younger brother Vernon Jr. was half of the hip-hop group K-9 Posse, which 

released two albums in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

¶ Won a Grammy for his 1983 comedy album "Comedian," which featured his stand-up routine. 

¶ Turned down the role of Winston Zeddemore in Ghost Busters (1984). 

¶ Idolized Richard Pryor and was inspired by him to do comedy. Went on to cast Pryor in his directorial debut Harlem Nights (1989). 

¶ At the height of his popularity in the mid 1980s, he began a music career, spawning the popular song "Party all the Time," which he 
recorded with Rick James. Also recorded an album in the early 90s, entitled "Whazzupwitu," in which he performs in a video of the 

single of the same name, alongside Michael Jackson. Murphy appeared in Jackson's "Remember the Time" video in 1992 alongside 
fellow celebrities Magic Johnson and Iman. 

¶ Dated actress Halle Berry. 

¶ Dated Robin Givens. 

¶ Close friends with former late night talk show host Arsenio Hall 

¶ Paid for the funeral of comedic inspiration Redd Foxx. 

¶ Was criticized tremendously by Spike Lee for not using his show business stature to help black actors break into film. 

¶ Named one of E!'s Top 20 Entertainers of 2001. 

¶ His wife Nicole Mitchell Murphy gave birth to their daughter Bella Zahra(30 January 2002). 

¶ Is the only cast member of "Saturday Night Live" (1975) to host while still a cast member. Nick Nolte was to host but fell ill and 

Eddie replaced him. 

¶ Was in a relationship with singer Whitney Houston before she married former husband, Bobby Brown. 

¶ Former wife, Nicole Mitchell Murphy, is an Associate with Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc. 
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¶ In 1997, he and his late-night encounter with Shalimar Seiuli was ranked #61 on E! TV's The Greatest Shocking Moments In 

Entertainment History. 

¶ His brother Charles Q. Murphy is a regular performer on the hit sketch comedy show "Chappelle's Show" (2003) on Comedy Central. 

¶ Has a house in Englewood, New Jersey. 

¶ Scored two hits on the Billboard Hot 100 singles charts with "Party All the Time" (US #2, 1985) and "Put Your Mouth on Me" (US 

#27, 1989). 

¶ Although arguably the biggest movie star ever to come out of "Saturday Night Live" (1975), he has never attended a cast reunion and 

is not known to even talk about having been on the show. 

¶ Chosen as #10 in Comedy Central's 100 Greatest Stand-Up Comics of All Time. 

¶ Stepson of Vernon Lynch. 

¶ Hosted the MTV Movie Awards in 1993 

¶ At one time, was considered to play The Grinch in How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000). 

¶ Met Nicole Mitchell Murphy in 1988 at an NAACP Image Awards show. They lived together for a year and a half before they 

married. They were married at the Grand Ballroom of The Plaza Hotel in New York City. 

¶ Was one of the last movie actors to sign an exclusive contract with a studio. In this case, it was Paramount Pictures, which released all 

of his early films. 

¶ Chris Rock is an admirer of Murphy and considers him his role model and inspiration to become an actor and comedian. 

¶ His favorite TV show is "Star Trek" (1966). 

¶ Nephew of Uncle Ray Murphy. 

¶ The first actor to receive $1,000,000 for his first film. 

¶ Huge fan of Elvis Presley. 

¶ Is mentioned, along with Vanessa Redgrave, and Joe Piscopo in the song "Jammin' Me", by Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers. 

¶ He and his ex-wife, Nicole Mitchell Murphy, celebrated their first wedding anniversary in Montego Bay, Jamaica where they stayed 

for one week. 

¶ Ex-girlfriend Melanie Brown gave birth to a daughter, Angel Iris Murphy Brown, on 3 April 2007. 

¶ One of 115 people invited to join AMPAS in 2007. 

¶ A huge fan of the bands "Ratt" and "Cinderella", particularly the former as can be seen in The Golden Child (1986) where their song 

"Body Talk" (from their 1986 album "Dancing Undercover") is featured. 

¶ Got the idea of playing multiple roles in one film after watching another one of his idols, Peter Sellers, in one of his all time favorite 

films Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964). 

¶ Married Tracey E. Edmonds in a private ceremony on an island off Bora Bora on 1 January 2008, but their nuptials were not legal in 

the U.S. They initially decided to renew their vows in America, but eventually separated 2 weeks after their island wedding. 

¶ After picking up a pre-op transsexual prostitute on Santa Monica Boulveard in West Hollywood, he was arrested by LAPD deputies, 

but finally released (2 May 1997). 

¶ Was heavily influenced by Bill Cosby. 

¶ Born to Charles Edward Murphy, a transit police officer, and his wife Lilian, a telephone operator, his father left the family when 

Eddy was three years old and was stabbed five years later. 

¶ He is an avid fan of professional wrestling, with Hulk Hogan as his all time favorite wrestler. 

¶ Supports Senator Barack Obama's bid to win the Democratic nomination for the 2008 presidential election. 

¶ Was considered for the move Star Trek: The Voyage Home (1986) as a UFO-file who gets involved with Captain Kirk's search for a 
hump back whale. 

¶ Set a new Razzie Award record for most nominations by one person in a single year, with five nominations total. All of which were 

for the movie Norbit (2007). Murphy was nominated for Worst Actor (as the character Norbit), Worst Supporting Actor (as the 
character Mr. Wong), Worst Supporting Actress (as the character Rasputia), Worst Screen Couple (Eddie Murphy as Norbit and either 

Eddie Murphy as Mr. Wong or Eddie Murphy as Rasputia) and Worst Screenplay. He went on to "win" all three of the acting 

nominations, becoming the first person to ever "win" in both male and female acting categories in one year. 

¶ Although he frequently plays multiple characters in films and television, and has lent his voice to a dozen animated projects, he has 

never once voiced more then one character in the same animated project. 

¶ Was considered for the role of Furious Styles in Boyz n the Hood (1991). 

¶ Is a huge fan of Kylie Minogue. 

¶ At first denied that he was the father of Melanie Brown's daughter Angel until a DNA-test proved that he was. 

¶ Does an excellent impersonation of Stevie Wonder. This can be seen and heard on Saturday Night Live; Best of Eddie Murphy (last 
scene). 

¶ He doesn't drink alcohol, smoke cigarettes and the only drug he takes is caffeine. 

¶ Sold his Granite Bay vacation home, near Sacramento, for $6.1 million shortly after divorcing ex-wife, Nicole. [2008] 

¶ Vacations in Hawaii nearly every year, almost always staying at Maui's Four Seasons Hotel. 

¶ Was considered for the title role in Candyman (1992). 

 
Personal Quotes 

¶ "I'd like to produce, direct, write, score, and star in a film in exactly the way [Charlie] Chaplin did. I'll do that before I'm thirty." - in 
1985 

¶ Every bad decision I've made has been based on money. I grew up in the projects and you don't turn down money there. You take it, 
because you never know when it's all going to end. I made Cop III because they offered me $15 million. That $15 million was worth 

having Roger Ebert's thumb up my ass. 
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Salary 

Shrek 2 (2004) $10,000,000 

The Adventures of Pluto Nash (2002) $20,000,000 

Dr. Dolittle 2 (2001) $20,000,000 

Shrek (2001) $3,000,000 

Nutty Professor II: The Klumps (2000) $20,000,000 (and 20% of the gross) 

Doctor Dolittle (1998) $17,500,000 

The Nutty Professor (1996) $16,000,000 

Beverly Hills Cop III (1994) $15,000,000 

Coming to America (1988) $8,000,000 

Beverly Hills Cop II (1987) $8,000,000 

Beverly Hills Cop (1984) $14,000,000 

Best Defense (1984) $1,000,000 

 

Filmography 
In Development:  

1. The Misadventures of Fluffy   

2. Untitled Eddie Murphy/Romeo and Juliet Project   
3. Beverly Hills Cop IV   

4. Marshals   

5. Fantasy Island  
Actor: 

1. A Thousand Words (2011) (completed)  

2. Shrek Forever After (2010) (voice) Donkey  
3. Imagine That (2009) Evan Danielson  

4. Meet Dave (2008) Dave Ming Cheng / The Captain  

5. Shrek the Halls (2007) (TV) (voice) Donkey  
6. Shrek the Third (2007) (voice) Donkey  

7. Norbit (2007) Norbit / Rasputia / Mr. Wong  

8. Shrek: Smash n' Crash Racing (2006) (VG) (voice) 
Donkey  

9. Dreamgirls (2006) James 'Thunder' Early  

10. Far Far Away Idol (2004) (V) (voice) Donkey  

11. "Father of the Pride" Donkey (1 episode, 2004)  

12. Shrek 2 (2004) (voice) Donkey  

13. The Haunted Mansion (2003) Jim Evers  
14. Shrek 4-D (2003) (voice) Donkey  

15. Daddy Day Care (2003) Charlie Hinton  

16. I Spy (2002) Kelly  
17. The Adventures of Pluto Nash (2002) Pluto Nash  

18. Showtime (2002) Officer Trey Sellars  

19. Dr. Dolittle 2 (2001) Dr. John Dolittle  
20. Shrek (2001) (voice) Donkey  

21. "The PJs" Thurgoode Orenthal Stubbs / ... (29 episodes, 

1999-2001)  
22. Shrek in the Swamp Karaoke Dance Party (2001) (V) 

(voice) (singing voice) Donkey  
23. Nutty Professor II: The Klumps (2000) Buddy Love / 

Lance Perkins / Sherman, Papa, Mama, Ernie Klump  

24. Bowfinger (1999) Kit Ramsey / Jefferson 'Jiff' Ramsey  
25. Life (1999/I) Rayford Gibson  

26. Holy Man (1998) G  

27. Doctor Dolittle (1998) Dr. John Dolittle  
28. Mulan (1998) (voice) Mushu  

29. Metro (1997) Insp. Scott Roper  

30. The Nutty Professor (1996) Buddy Love / Lance 
Perkins / Sherman, Papa, Mama, Ernie Klump  

31. Vampire in Brooklyn (1995) Maximillian / Preacher 

Pauly / Guido  
32. Beverly Hills Cop III (1994) Det. Axel Foley  

33. Dangerous: The Short Films (1993) (V) Pharaoh 

('Remember The Time' video)  

34. The Distinguished Gentleman (1992) Thomas Jefferson 

Johnson  

35. Boomerang (1992) Marcus  
36. Another 48 Hrs. (1990) Reggie Hammond  

37. Harlem Nights (1989) Quick  

38. "Star Trek: The Next Generation" Security Guard (1 
episode, 1989)  

39. Coming to America (1988) Prince Akeem / Clarence / 

Randy Watson / Saul  
40. Beverly Hills Cop II (1987) Det. Axel Foley  

41. The Golden Child (1986) Chandler Jarrell  

42. Beverly Hills Cop (1984) Det. Axel Foley  
43. Best Defense (1984) Lieutenant T.M. Landry  

44. "Saturday Night Live" Various / 65 episodes, 1980-

1984  
45. The Joe Piscopo Special (1984) (TV) Various  

46. Trading Places (1983) Billy Ray Valentine  

47. 48 Hrs. (1982) Reggie Hammond  

Writer: 

1. Norbit (2007) (screenplay) (story)  

2. "The PJs" (42 episodes, 1999-2001)  
3. Saturday Night Live: The Best of Eddie Murphy (1998) 

(V) (uncredited)  

4. Vampire in Brooklyn (1995) (story)  
5. Boomerang (1992) (story)  

6. "The Royal Family" (15 episodes, 1991-1992)  

7. Another 48 Hrs. (1990) (story) (as Fred Braughton)  
8. Harlem Nights (1989) (written by)  

9. "CBS Summer Playhouse" (1 episode, 1989)  

10. Coming to America (1988) (story)  
11. Eddie Murphy Raw (1987) (opening sketch) (stand-up 

material)  
12. Beverly Hills Cop II (1987) (story)  

13. "Saturday Night Live" (39 episodes, 1982-1984)  

14. Eddie Murphy Delirious (1983) (TV) (writer)  
Producer: 

1. Norbit (2007) (producer)  

2. "The PJs" (executive producer) (42 episodes, 1999-
2001)  

3. Nutty Professor II: The Klumps (2000) (executive 

producer)  
4. Life (1999/I) (producer)  

5. Vampire in Brooklyn (1995) (producer)  

6. Move the Crowd (1992) (TV) (executive producer)  
7. "The Royal Family" (executive producer) (15 episodes, 

1991-1992)  

8. Clippers (1991) (TV) (executive producer)  
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9. The Kid Who Loved Christmas (1990) (TV) (executive 

producer)  

10. Harlem Nights (1989) (executive producer)  
11. "CBS Summer Playhouse" (executive producer) (1 

episode, 1989)  

12. What's Alan Watching? (1989) (TV) (executive 

producer)  

13. The Best of Eddie Murphy: Saturday Night Live (1989) 
(V) (executive producer)  

14. Eddie Murphy Raw (1987) (executive producer) 

15. Eddie Murphy Delirious (1983) (TV) (producer)  
Source: IMDB.com 

 

0:51:22 Jules Fisher and Peggy Eisenhauer, Theatrical lighting designers. For the Dreamgirls 

star effect, they used regular incandescent light bulbs and hung them for the ceiling, so it looked 

like they are moving among theatrical stars. 

 

In theatre lights are changing with every pulse of the song, in film lights rarely change within a 

scene. 

 

0:54:06 Recording Heavy, Heavy 

 

Chapter 10 0:55:00 

0:55:00 Heavy, Heavy performance. Heavy, Heavy, you get the beginning of the mod idea, 

certainly with the background dancers and the way the girls are dressed, their wigs and how they 

performed. Back in the day, when you had these shows with singers, you always had background 

dancers. There were always these like beboppy white go-go girls. It was really strange it was this 

whole notion about race and what was on television at this time and what was allowed to be on 

television. Beyoncé says the day that the filmed Heavy, Heavy, that Deana was in full effect that 

day. Youôll notice the choreography reflects the time period of them moving their shoulders and 

not their hips. It was all about being sultry and sexy up in here, meaning the shoulders. 

 

The Sound of Tomorrow ï Recording: The strongest collaborator in writing with Bill Condon 

was Tom Eyen. He passed away a few years ago, so never saw the movie. But working with his 

libretto and his lyrics, Condon was attempting to capture the spirit of what he had accomplished. 

Henry Krieger composed the score for the original show. When Condon was writing the script he 

realized there were certain spots that needed new songs. The song Patience was written with 

Willie Reale. And Henry had a really good time with Siedah Garrett, they wrote Love you I Do. 

Then they wrote the Jackson Five like musical number for Campbell Connection. Henry stated 

that he had a really great time, spending five or six weeks in LA working on the movie. 

 

The next big step in the process was recording the score. Another challenge that they faced was 

finding real musicians who knew how to make real instruments sing. As they would not have the 

drum machines and electronic sound that they have today. The UnderDogs, (Damon Thomas and 

Harvey Mason) music producers, provided the musicians and talent to pull that off.  

 

They stayed true to the score, this is a very specific sound and they had to stay with that, and not 

make it contemporary. Only thing they needed to do was enhance it and make it as exciting as it 

needs to be. They didnôt need to rethink it, because that would betray the essence of what it was. 

They also took time to find the actual keyboards that would have been used at that time period, 

so that they could record with the correct instruments. 
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The recording artists were surprised at how good the girls were, especially in their harmony. 

Many times they were able to get it recorded in the first and second take, and then it was, well 

we are done, now what are we going to do.  

 

One unusual thing that happens with a musical is the actors pre-record all of their vocals, and 

they are basically laying down the character track that will exist for all prosperity. And this all 

happens months before they were actually shooting. Over half of the movie is sung. Thus the 

importance of the early prep to understand exactly where these characters were. Beyoncé had to 

pull back her performance, as it was too strong in the recording sessions; her character grows, 

but starts out weaker. 

 

Jamie Fox comes in the recording studio door with ideas, how about we try this. Occasionally 

people, who have found success, come in the door rather laid back, ñokay, alright you want me 

to sing it like this.ò Jamie comes in the door with all kinds of energy, ready to try something new 

and mix things up. He also wants everything he does to be great. Jamie Foxx had previously 

done an album with UnderDogs, so he was familiar with how they worked. 

 

Eddie Murphy of course has done lots in the studio, so it was 

familiar territory for him as well. Eddie Murphy also has the 

ability to imitate other singers, so he would spin through his 

rolodex of imitations while in the studio. He can imitate 

James Brown, Stevie Wonder, to name a few. 

 

Chapter 11 Itôs All Over, 0:56:48 

0:57:00 Song: Itôs All Over, example of sung through 

dialogue. Audio/visual unsynchronized: The lip-sync is off 

during some verses of Itôs All Over and And I Am Telling 

You Iôm Not Going. 

 

Chapter 12 And I am Telling You 1:02:22 

1:02:28 Song: And I am Telling You is the legendary moment on the stage for Dreamgirls. They 

decided to shoot that on the very last week, partially out of fear. They also wanted to make sure 

that Jennifer who is new to the whole filming process would be fully Effie by the time that she 

got there. The entire score was recorded in November and December. She went back in five 

weeks before they shot it, and it still wants 100% there. Then about three weeks before they shot 

it, she came in and killed it. And that is the version you hear in the movie. The progress of 

Jenniferôs character was planned that way, from the entrance in the beginning of the movie to the 

big mountain she has to climb. One thing amazing about this song is that Jennifer is on the verge 

of tears for four minutes. 

 

Jennifer Hudson says she inherited her voice from her grandmother, and she regrets that her 

grandparents were not here to see her performance. The final shot of the backside of Jennifer was 

filmed around dawn, they had gone through the night and everyone was shocked when they 

opened the doors and saw that it was daylight outside. 
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The movie takes place from 1962 to 1975. And you have six major characters that you are 

always checking in with. 

 

Jennifer Hudson stated that she felt more pressure with the lines than the music. Of course it was 

her first big movie, and she needed to carry her weight as an actress as well as a singer. Jennifer 

stated that the scenes she didnôt like were the ones in the cars. The main reason she didnôt like it 

was because they had to sit in the old cars for hours on end, and it was cramped and close 

quarters. Jennifer stated it did increase their bonding as a group, and Jamie entertained them with 

his stories. 

 

Bill Condon scheduled And Iôm Telling You Iôm Not Going as the last scene to give Jennifer 

Hudson the most time possible to grow into her character.  

 

Continuity: During the Itôs All Over/And Iôm Telling You scene, Effieôs wig is wider on the sides. 

In many close-up insert shots, the sides of her wig are tighter. 

 
Biography for Jennifer Hudson (I)  

Date of Birth 12 September 1981, Chicago, Illinois, Birth Name Jennifer Kate Hudson, Height 5' 9" (1.75 m)  
 

Mini Biography This bright and booming talent is a perfect example of how NOT winning the title of "American Idol" (2002) can actually be a 

boon to your career and not necessarily the end of a childhood dream. 
 

Born Jennifer Kate Hudson on September 12, 1981, in Chicago, Illinois, she earned minor attention as one of the twelve finalists on the third 

season of the FOX TV series in 2004. She came in an underwhelming sixth runner-up. Hudson grew up singing in gospel choirs, acting in 
Community Theater productions, singing on cruise ships and touring for in Disney's Hercules: The Musical. With no formal musical training, her 

gospel-tinged voice initially pleased the panel of judges. The songs were arguably ill-advised but evidence of her greatness peeked through at 

times. She, Fantasia Barrino and La Toya London were promoted as the show's own version of the Dreamgirls and were expected to be the final 
three standing in the competition when Jennifer was unexpectedly cut from the pack. Fantasia won the competition and all the glory and the fame. 

 

Hudson appeared with the "American Idol" summer tour and performed on the road in concerts over the next two years. She auditioned for the 
coveted role of Effie Melody White, the cast-off member of a popular 60s Supremes-like girl group in the long-awaited film version of the 

Broadway musical Dreamgirls. Among Jennifer's competition was Fantasia herself. This time Jennifer was the winner, and was ordered to gain 

weight for the role. With the insurmountable task of taking over a role so indelibly identified with Tony-winning legend Jennifer Holliday, the 
making of Dreamgirls (2006). 

 

In a role of a lifetime, Hudson no longer had to play second fiddle to anyone. Her role in Dreamgirls (2006) was one of the most triumphant 
musical film debuts since Barbra Streisand in Funny Girl (1968). Hudson made the role her own delivering the same heart-breaking, gut-

wrenching one-two punch that made Holliday the toast of Broadway in 1981. To outshine Beyoncé Knowles and Eddie Murphy is no easy task 

but Hudson was the heart and soul of the movie. She copped awards from the National Board of Review, New York Film Critics, Phoenix Film 
Critics Society, Golden Satellite, Golden Globe, the British Film and the coveted Oscar. The late, tragic Florence Ballard, on whom the Effie 

character is based, would be very inspired indeed to see Jennifer Hudson's meteoric rise to musical star. IMDb Mini Biography By: Gary 

Brumburgh  
 

Trivia 

¶ Jennifer was going to perform Over the Rainbow for movie night but was informed that she'd have to perform it Kimberley Locke's 
way and decided to sing I Have Nothing instead. 

¶ Beat American Idol winner Fantasia Barrino for her role in Dreamgirls (2006). 

¶ Beat out 782 actresses for her role in Dreamgirls (2006). 

¶ Jennifer's role of Effie Melody White in Dreamgirls (2006) is a thinly-disguised portrait of the late ousted Supreme member Florence 
Ballard. Flo's story, however, ended tragically, unlike that of the Effie character. Of Diana Ross and Mary Wilson, Ballard, who gave 

the Supremes its name, was the strongest vocalist of the three. At one point, all three girls shared leads. Labeled the no-hit Supremes 
for a time, astute Motown mogul Berry Gordy decided Ross had the ideal personality and coy voice to pull in cross-over white 

audiences. The Supremes were a sensation with Ballard and Wilson shoved permanently into the background and never given any solo 

lines. Unlike Effie, Ballard's weight was not a factor until well into stardom. Fed by Ross's diva-like stance, Flo's ongoing depression 
and problems with alcohol grew. Ballard's unreliability triggered her dismissal in 1967. An attempt at a solo career was a complete 

bust, since she was never allowed to feed off the Supremes name for publicity. Ballard became destitute with three children to support 
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and her health severely declined. Unlike Effie, Flo never was able to make a comeback and died of a coronary thrombosis in 1976 at 

age 32. 

¶ The first contestant from "American Idol" (2002) to be nominated and win an Academy Award. 

¶ A revival of the 1981 Broadway smash "Dreamgirls" is in the talking stage and Jennifer has been approached about recreating her 

Effie role. 

¶ One of a very few actors to receive an Oscar for their debut performance. 

¶ After appearing on the March 2007 issue of Vogue magazine, she became the third African-American celebrity to grace the front 
cover. The other two were Oprah Winfrey and Halle Berry. 

¶ Worked at Burger King before becoming a contestant on "American Idol" (2002) and winning the role of her Academy-Award 
winning performance in Dreamgirls (2006). 

¶ She attended Dunbar Vocational Career Academy, graduating in 1999. 

¶ She cites Whitney Houston as her musical/movie influence, and has also said recently that her biggest wish is to collaborate on her 

debut album with Houston. 

¶ Became close friends with singer Beyoncé Knowles during the filming of Dreamgirls (2006). Beyoncé was present at the February 

2007 Academy Awards ceremony where Jennifer won the Oscar for best supporting actress. 

¶ Is one of the 15 actors to win an Oscar for their film debut. The others are: Shirley Booth for Come Back, Little Sheba (1952), Julie 

Andrews for Mary Poppins (1964), Barbra Streisand for Funny Girl (1968) and Marlee Matlin for Children of a Lesser God (1986) 

(all for Best Actress in a Leading Role), followed by Katina Paxinou for For Whom the Bell Tolls (1943), Mercedes McCambridge for 

All the King's Men (1949), Eva Marie Saint for On the Waterfront (1954), Jo Van Fleet for East of Eden (1955), Goldie Hawn for 

Cactus Flower (1969), Tatum O'Neal for Paper Moon (1973) and Anna Paquin for The Piano (1993) (all for Best Actress in a 

Supporting Role). The three male actors are Harold Russell for The Best Years of Our Lives (1946), Timothy Hutton for Ordinary 
People (1980), and Haing S. Ngor for The Killing Fields (1984) (all for Best Actor in a Supporting Role). Out of these 15 actors, only 

Mercedes McCambridge, Julie Andrews, Barbra Streisand and Goldie Hawn have been nominated since their win. 

¶ In November 2006, she signed a record deal with Clive Davis's label, Arista Records. 

¶ Packed on 20 pounds to play the role of Effie White in Dreamgirls (2006). 

¶ Dedicated her Golden Globe to Florence Ballard on whom her Dreamgirls (2006) character Effie White is so obviously based on 

(January 2007). 

¶ Managed to eke out a thanks to the original stage Effie, Jennifer Holliday, as the orchestra music began to unceremoniously drown out 
Jennifer's emotional Oscar acceptance speech. Both Holliday and Sheryl Lee Ralph (the theater's first Deena) had expressed hurt and 

dismay earlier at being snubbed during the mounting publicity for the "Dreamgirls" film. The third original Dreamgirl on stage, 
Loretta Devine, received a singing cameo in the film version. The other two were not offered or even approached to appear in the film. 

¶ She was overwhelmed to receive the Sammy Davis Jr. Award for Entertainer of the Year at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium, 
California. She also performed at the ceremony and said, "I just can't believe I got the Sammy Davis Jr. Award. I'm standing on the 

same stage where I made the top 32 of American Idol." (10 March 2007). 

¶ Jennifer attributes her vocal talents to her late grandmother Julia Kate Hudson, who was a former choir mistress in Chicago. 

¶ Is one of five African-American actresses to win an Oscar in a competitive category. In chronological order the others are: Hattie 

McDaniel for Gone with the Wind (1939), Whoopi Goldberg for Ghost (1990), Halle Berry for Monster's Ball (2001) and Mo'Nique 

for Precious: Based on the Novel Push by Sapphire (2009). 

¶ Her best supporting actress Oscar for Dreamgirls (2006) stands on the mantel of her Chicago apartment. 

¶ Her favourite female pop artist is Céline Dion. 

¶ Her favourite types of music are R&B and pop. 

¶ One of 115 people invited to join AMPAS in 2007. 

¶ Began singing when she was 7-years-old. As a child, Jennifer performed as part of a choir at her local church in Chicago. 

¶ One of fourteen African-American actresses to be nominated for a Best Supporting Actress Oscar. The others in chronological order 

are: Hattie McDaniel, Ethel Waters, Juanita Moore, Beah Richards, Alfre Woodard, Margaret Avery, Oprah Winfrey, Whoopi 
Goldberg, Queen Latifah, Ruby Dee, Viola Davis, 'Taraji P Henson' and Mo'Nique. As of 2010, Whoopi Goldberg is the only African-

American actress to receive nominations in both the Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress categories. 

¶ Was cast in the film Meet the Browns (2008), but was replaced shortly before filming began. 

¶ Made her stage debut with the one-off concert revival of 'Hair' on Broadway in September 2004. She then returned to Broadway for 
the one-off concert revival of 'The Best Little Whorehouse In Texas' as Jewel in October 2006. 

¶ Was not in attendance at the 2007 BAFTA Awards ceremony when she was won the award as Best Supporting Actress for Dreamgirls 

(2006). Actor and fellow BAFTA-nominee Daniel Craig accepted the award on her behalf. 

¶ As of 2007 she is the eighth youngest recipient of the best supporting actress Academy Award. She won the award at the age of 25 for 

her performance in Dreamgirls (2006). The others, ranked from youngest to the seventh youngest, are: Tatum O'Neal (aged 10) for 
Paper Moon (1973), Anna Paquin (aged 11) for The Piano (1993), Patty Duke (aged 16) for The Miracle Worker (1962), Anne Baxter 

(aged 23) for The Razor's Edge (1946), Teresa Wright (aged 24) for Mrs. Miniver (1942), Goldie Hawn (aged 24) for Cactus Flower 

(1969) and Angelina Jolie (aged 24) for Girl, Interrupted (1999). She is also the youngest African-American actress ever to win an 
Academy Award. 

¶ Claims that Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit (1993) is her favorite film. Sheryl Lee Ralph, who appears in that film, was in the original 
Dreamgirls Broadway cast. 

¶ Was in a relationship with maintenance engineer James Peyton between 1999-2007. 

¶ The song All Dressed In Love was written for the Sex and the City (2008) soundtrack. 

¶ Director Michael Patrick King and actress Sarah Jessica Parker wanted Jennifer specifically to play the role of Louise, Carrie's 
assistant, in Sex and the City (2008). He created the role with only her in mind. 
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¶ Confessed that before making the film Sex and the City (2008), she had never seen the "Sex and the City" (1998) television series. 

After reading the film script she went out and bought all of the DVDs on the TV series and became completely addicted to them. 

¶ Is one of seven actresses to have won the Academy Award, BAFTA Award, Critics' Choice Award, Golden Globe Award and SAG 

Award for the same performance. The others in chronological order are Julia Roberts for Erin Brockovich (2000), Renée Zellweger for 

Cold Mountain (2003), Reese Witherspoon for Walk the Line (2005), Helen Mirren for The Queen (2006), Kate Winslet for The 
Reader (2008) and Mo'Nique for Precious: Based on the Novel Push by Sapphire (2009). 

¶ Mentioned by Lil Mama in the remix of Avril Lavigne's song Girlfriend: "I'm telling you like Jennifer Hudson". 

¶ She is the daughter of Samuel Simpson and Darnell Hudson Donerson and is the youngest of three children. Her father, who is 

deceased, was a bus driver. Her brother Jason was a mechanic and her sister Julia works as a school bus driver. 

¶ Became engaged to David Otunga on her 27th birthday when he proposed with a Neil Lane diamond ring on September 12, 2008. 

¶ Her mother Darnell, aged 57, and brother Jason, aged 29, were shot and killed at their home in Chicago on October 24, 2008. Her 
nephew Julian Hudson-King, aged seven, was kidnapped and later found on October 27, dead due to multiple gun shot wounds, in the 

rear seat of a white SUV ten miles from the family home. Her brother-in-law William Balfour, who is the estranged husband of her 

sister Julia, was later arrested for the homicides. 

¶ Has a half-sister named Dinah Simpson. 

¶ Was invited to sing "The Star Spangled Banner" at Barack Obama's inauguration on January 20th, 2009, but respectfully declined, 
opting instead to make her comeback at the 2009 Super Bowl. 

¶ Has three Pomeranian dogs called Oscar, Grammy and Dreamgirl. 

¶ Toured the USA, performing songs from her debut album "Jennifer Hudson", along with Robin Thicke (March-May 2009). 

¶ Gave birth to her son David Daniel Otunga Jr, fathered by her fiancé David Otunga, on 10 August 2009, weighing in at 7lbs 14oz, via 
Caesarean section. 

 
Personal Quotes 

¶ "I never gave up hope of playing Effie. They'd talk to me and then look at other people and then come back to me. . .but I always had 

the faith. I had to separate myself from the process and not think about it too much or I'd go crazy." JH, regarding her "Dreamgirls" 
role 

¶ "I just tried to live in the moment and be natural, as if there were no cameras there. Maybe it's because I felt like singing and acting are 
related. When you're singing you have to sell it. You act out that song; you have to know the meaning and purpose of it. I let that 

guide me." 

¶ "I don't do clubs. I don't drink. I don't smoke". 

¶ "In a recent interview, I was asked how I reconciled being a Christian with performing at events for my gay fans. I find it upsetting 

that some folks equate being a Christian with being intolerant of gay people. That may, unfortunately, be true for some, but it is not 
true for me. I have talked often of my love and support of the gay community. I have said again and again that it was the gay 

community that supported me long before and long after American Idol, and kept me working and motivated. It is the gay community 

that celebrated my voice and my size and my personality long before Dreamgirls. Yes, I was raised Baptist. Yes, I was taught that the 
Bible has certain views on homosexuality. The Bible also teaches us not to judge. It teaches us to love one another as God loves us all. 

I love my sister, my two best friends and my director dearly. They happen to be gay. So what? While some search for controversy, I 

hope that my friends and fans who know me, know where I stand." 
Filmography 

Soundtrack: 
1. Sex and the City 2 (2010) (performer: "Love is Your 

Color")  

2. "Live from Studio Five" (1 episode, 2010)  
3. Hope for Haiti Now: A Global Benefit for Earthquake 

Relief (2010) (TV) ("Let It Be")  

4. Michael Jackson Memorial (2009) (TV) (performer: 
"Will You Be There", "We Are The World")  

5. "Dancing with the Stars" (1 episode, 2008)  

6. Sex and the City (2008) (performer: "All Dressed in 
Love")  

7. "Fama ¡a bailar!" (1 episode, 2008)  

8. The 79th Annual Academy Awards (2007) (TV) 
(performer: "Love You I Do", "Patience")  

9. Dreamgirls (2006) (performer)  

Actress: 
1. Winnie (2011) Winnie Mandela  

2. The Secret Life of Bees (2008) Rosaleen Daise  

3. Fragments (2008) Kathy Hammett  
4. Sex and the City (2008) Louise  

5. Dreamgirls (2006) Effie White  

Producer: 
1. Jennifer Hudson: I'll Be Home for Christmas (2009) 

(TV) (executive producer)  

Source: IMDB.com 

 

Chapter 13 Iôm Somebody, Somebody 1:07:31 

The promotional send off of Deena after six years of recording. Factual errors: In the montage, 

the entry in the charts does not make sense. The song is #1 in its first week, but it was also #8 the 

previous week. 

 

Incorrectly regarded as goofs: The Dreamsô success montage includes a picture of the trio 

standing on the Great Wall of China. While the U.S. and China had no diplomatic relations from 

1949 to 1971 (Washington had ties with Taiwan instead), there were numerous cultural contacts 
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between the two countries in the late 1960ôs, not least because China and the USSR were having 

strained relations and China wanted to improve relations with the U.S., and having a famous 

group like the Dreams in China would have been very possible. 

 

In the scene where ñThe Dreamsò stand in front of a huge replica of their first album entitled 

ñMeet the Dreamsò, the cover art is an almost identical replica of The Supremes 1965 album 

called "More Hits by the Supremesò. On the other hand, the photos of ñThe Dreamsò on that 

cover are near identical poses from another Supremes album from 1966 called ñThe Supremes A 

Go-Goò.  

 

Chapter 14 Six Years Past 1:09:08 

1:10:00 Song: When I first Saw You, this is called old convention, when someone sings a song 

expressing their love for another. It has been done a thousand times. So the big challenge is how 

you can do this differently. You get to see what he has done to her, what he is in love with is the 

image of her. And of course, everybody else is in love with what he has created. That is what he 

first says about her, that she is more of a product than a person. 

 

The bulk of the film was done on location, but there were a few things they just couldnôt find in 

real life. Bill Condon had always said he wanted to have an original Dreamgirls in the film, and 

he always had his eye on Loretta Devine, jazz singer. 75% of the songs in Dreamgirls are what is 

known as performance songs, and the other 25% are book songs. And of those the more extreme 

examples of those are when itôs not just a song that sung, but itôs actually dialogue that is sung. 

These are the ones they were most worried about, ñwhat about me?ò Or when Keith comes back 

to see Effie again and he tries to convince her to sing a song that he has written.  So Bill Condon, 

covered those in spoke form to, always knowing that he preferred the sung version. When Keith 

visits Effie, it was supposed to be sung dialogue, but there is a fatigue factor that enters in for the 

audience, since there is so much singing in the movie? 

 

Chapter 15 Effie Whites Offspring Magic 1:12:31 

Errors made by characters, possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers: When Effie goes to the 

welfare office; the American flag hanging on the back wall is backwards. The blue field should 

be in the upper-left corner. 

 

1:13:09 Song: Patience Little Sister, The song Patience is everyoneôs favorite song in the film. 

Willie Reale wrote the lyrics and Henry really hit the song. The song pulls in all of the 

relationships that the audience meets and then makes sense of where the story is at.  

 

During the Christmas party scene, Teddy Campbell is listening outside the room where Deena, 

Curtis, Michelle, CC, Jimmy, and Lorrell are listening to the recording of ñPatience.ò Curtisôs 

Aunt Ethel tells Teddy to get back to the party. Teddy answers, ñIôm waiting for Deena.ò This is 

a reference to the close friendship between Michael Jackson and Diana Ross.  
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1:14:58 Eddie Murphy has been making movies for 25 years. Eddie stated that he likes to work 

with actors that he can learn from like Danny Glover. Even Jamie Foxx stated it was an 

incredible experience to be working alongside Danny Glover. 

 

Chapter 16 Effie White sings in a Nightclub 1:18:16 

1:20:39 Song: I am Changing, was done on the Broadway stage with Effie entering in street 

clothes. She starts to sing, and the spot light narrows to a pin spot on her face, and then pulls out 

and magically she is on a stage in a performance dress. What they do in the film is the cinematic 

version of that idea. What you get is a pretty complicated motion control shot, where you move 

around Jennifer Hudson now, and as she is singing in this empty club all of a sudden it is filled 

with an audience. 

 

It is a total tip of the hat to what Bennett had devised for the stage production. So it is filmed 

twice, once in her street clothes with a complete rotation, and then a second time with the 

audience and her in full costume. Once they have the two shots that are identical as far as the 

camera movement, they can add the transition of a dissolve. 

 

The magic of Bill Condon is he knows the whole story and he knows every shot he needs to tell 

the story. 

 

Jennifer Hudson is said to have gained twenty pounds in order to play the role of Effie White. 

Jennifer Hudson beat out 782 other actresses for the role of Effie White, including her former 

American Idol (2002) rival Fantasia Barrino.  

 

Chapter 17 Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, LA 1:24:00 

1:24:30 Song: Girl Meets Boy, Campbell Connection, celebrating ten years of Rainbow Records 

Hits. 

 

The jokes that Bobby Slayton tells in the Miami night club were taken verbatim from Don 

Ricklesôs 1968 album ñHello, Dummy!ò Racism at its best. 

 

1:26:37 Song: Rap With Jimmy Early, Jimmy Got Soul. Cameo: Debra Zane, casting director, 

Upset White Woman in Miami Beach club. The film was Eddie Murphyôs first for Paramount 

since Vampire in Brooklyn (1995). Murphy formerly had an exclusive contract with the studio.  

 

1:30:50 Song: Lorrell Loves Jimmy, another example of sung through dialogue.  

 

Factual errors: During the success montage, the Dreamsô ñDreamgirlsò single is shown climbing 

up Billboard magazineôs ñTop LPôsò albums chart, not itôs ñHot 100ò singles chart. 

 

Anachronisms: In a scene set in 1965, the Dreams and Curtis are in the studio during the 12th 

Street riots in Detroit (according to the archival footage), which began on July 23, 1967. 

 

Chapter 18 We are a Family 1:31:39 
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1:32:37 Song: We are a Family. Anika Noni Rose had to wear 6-inch heels while filming the title 

musical number to appear in frame with Beyoncé Knowles and Jennifer Hudson. Rose is 5ô2ò, 

Knowles is 5ô7ò, and Hudson is 5ô9ò.  

 

Effie (Jennifer Hudson) is supposed to be older than Michelle (Sharon Leal). In real-life Leal is 9 

years older than Hudson.  

 

1:33:01 Third Rock from the Sun actor, John Lithgow playing the character Jerry Harris. 

And from The Office, John Krasinski playing the character Sam Walsh. 

 

1:34:06 Song: Step on Over 

 

1:35:21 Announcement of James Earl overdose on heroin.  

 

Center Stage: Theatrical Lighting. Jules Fisher and Peggy Eisenhauer, Theatrical lighting 

designers. They face a film with the idea, what the lighting can contribute to the scene, how we 

can help tell the story. The scenes in the movie are light as if it was a live theatrical event. They 

tried to be true to the equipment that would have been available for this time period, especially 

when lighting the stage production, such as the talent show. Even the sign that is used for James 

Early Thunder, notice how it starts out with numerous colors and then as he gets more 

sophisticated it switches to one light color. So you get the arch of time passing and you see how 

they grow. 

 

Jules Fisher and Peggy Eisenhauer, Theatrical lighting designers. Steppinô To The Bad Side, 

seems like a big number, partly because it is tall. Gives you the idea that size is not complexity, 

emotion is complexity.  

 

Chapter 19 James Earlyôs Wake 1:36:33  

Jazz Singer tribute by the original Dreamgirls cast member Laura Bell Bundy. Loretta Devine, 

who plays the jazz singer in the wake scene, created the role of Lorrell Robinson in the original 

Broadway production of ñDreamgirlsò in 1981. Actor Hinton Battle, who plays Curtisô aide 

Wayne, was also a replacement for the role of James ñThunderò Early in the original production.  

 

1:37:40 Song: I missed you Old Friend.  

 

Dream Logic: Film Editing. Virginia Katz, Editor, there was almost a million feet of film to edit. 

Just imagine 10 minutes equals 900 feet of film, it takes three weeks to sit down and watch all of 

this film. So for the song Steppinô to the Bad Side, they had five hours of film to make 2:30 

minute scene. They set up a grid of the scene with all of the camera shots lined up, then scroll 

through them from all of the different perspectives and decide which one they will use. The 

original edit was 15 minutes longer than the film release version. They found out that it played 

well, but it was just so much music. It took two weeks after that preview to decide how to get it 

down. The cut 12 to 13 minutes and then showed the film again, and got a radically different 

response from the audience, which is basically the movie you see now. An editor always goes for 
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the meat of the scene, what the scene is all about, doesnôt matter if they are singing or speaking, 

what is the scene about. 

 

Chapter 20 One Night Only, the Stolen song1:39:41 

1:37:40 Song: One Night Only, Effie song is stolen. 

 

This is our Studio 54 feel. Cameo: Shutchai Tym Buacharern, makeup department head, drag 

queen with fan during ñOne Night Only (Disco)ò sequence. Tim, the costumer and make-up 

specialist is the one in the blue shimmy dress, as a drag queen. Timôs drag name was Chinette. 

The dancers joined him on stage with a choreographed number that they had been working on 

privately. 

  

1:41:44 One Night Only, Disco style. Lee used Swarovski crystals and glued them down one at a 

time. That adds another dimension to make it a little more fun and a little more current. Also they 

have really juicy lips so that when they perform everything just pops out for the audience. Gave 

it a Studio 54 look, notice the guys with the chaps and their behinds visible. This scene came 

along at the 8 and 9 week of production, and this is considered the low point in making a film, 

since everyone is tired because they have been working so hard. When they shot the disco scene 

everyone kind of went crazy. They were also short on extras for this scene, so they dressed up 

the crew and had them partake in the scene. 

 

Continuity: In the Dreamsô version of One Night Only, the girlsô capes fall to the floor during the 

opening bars. After the next shot, they disappear. 

 

New York premier of Dreamgirls on Broadway. The film opens 25 years after Dreamgirls 

opened at the Imperial Theatre on Broadway.  Michael Bennett in 1981 set the bar very high, but 

this film does his work very proud. 

 

Camille Friend, Department Head Hair Stylist for the movie, stated that the preparation for the 

looks that the girls have all started with lots of research from lots of sources. Tym Shutchai 

Buacharern, Department Head Makeup stated that they got numerous books on all of the 60ôs 

groups from The Supremes, to Gladys Knight and the Pips, and also watching Ed Sullivan 

Shows and The Sonny and Cher show. They also went 

through Essence magazine and Ebony magazine. The 

look at the archives of all of those sources, and even 

went to Playboy magazine. They were most excited 

about the disco sequence, due to all of the different 

colors and afros they could create. The glitter bob 

wigs, just all over the top, a lot of color and a lot of 

fun. 

 

For the disco scene they used glitter eye shadow and 

glitter in the hair, Beyoncé state that she had glitter all 

over her house and in her car. 


