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 Crash, 2004 
Directed by Paul Haggis 

Screenplay by Paul Haggis & Robert Moresco, R rated 

Released by Lions Gate Films
 
 

Cast 
Det. Graham Waters Don Cheadle 

Sgt. Jack Ryan Matt Dillion 

Ria Jennifer Esposito 
Christine Thayer Thandie Newton 

Jean Cabot Sandra Bullock 

Dist. Att Rick Cabot Brendan Fraser 
Anthony Chris Bridges, a.k.a. Ludacris 

Officer Tommy Hanson Ryan Phillippe 

Elizabeth Karina Arroyave 
Cameron Thayer Terrence Howard 

Peter Waters Larenz Tate 

Lucien Dato Bakhtadze 
Farhad Shaun Toub 

Lt. Dixon Keith David 

Jake Flanagan William Fishtner 
Fred Tony Danza 

Shaniqua Johnson Loretta Devine 

Shereen Marina Sirtis 
Karen Nona Gaye 

Bruce Ken Garito 

Maria Yomi Perry 
Kim Lee Alexia Rhee 

Lara Ashlyn Sanchez 

Ken Ho Art Chudabala 
Officer Gomez Eddie J. Fernandez 

Officer Hill Billy Gallo 

Nurse Hodges Sylva Kelegian 
Park Daniel Dae Kim 

Officer Johnson Kathlenn York 

Pop Ryan Bruce Kirby 
Georgie Ime Etuk 

Dorri Bahar Soomekh 

Graham’s Mother Beverly Todd 
Daniel Michael Pena 

Choi Greg Joung Paik 

Conklin Martin Norseman 
Gun Store owner Jack McGee 

Lara’s Friend James Haggis 

Motorcycle Cop Sean Cory 
Receptionist Kate Super 

 
Crew 
Producer Don Cheadle, Paul Haggis, Mark R. Harris 

Producers Robert “Bobby” Moresco, Bob Yari, Cathy Schulman 

Co-Producer Betsy Danbury, Sarah Finn, Randi Hiller 
Executive Producer Marina Grasic, Jan Korbelin, Tom Nunan, Andrew Reimer 

Associate Producer Dana Maksimovich 

Original Music by Paul Haggis, Mark Isham, Oliver Nathan, Shani Rigsbee and Kathleen 

York 

Cinematography by Dana Gonzales and James Muro 

Film Editing Hughes Winborne 
Casting Sarah Finn and Randi Hiller 

Production Design Laurence Bennett 

Art Direction Brandee Dell’Aringa 
Set decoration Linda lee Sutton 

Costume Design Linda M. Bass 

Special Effects Scott M. Austin and Ron Trost 

 

 

Plot Summary: In the gray area between black and white, victim 

and aggressor, there are no easy answers. This compelling urban drama careens through Los 

Angeles with familiar yet shocking results. They all live in Los Angeles and in the next 36 hours 

they will collide. Starring Sandra Bullock, Don Cheadle, Matt Dillon, Jennifer Esposito, William 

Fichtner, Brendan Fraser, Terrence Howard, Chris “Ludacris” Bridges, Thandie Newton, Ryan 

Phillippe and Larenz Tate. 

 
Awards: 
2005 National Board of Review, Breakthrough Performance ActorWinner, Terrence Howard 

2005 Independent Spirit Award, Best First Feature (nomination), Paul Haggis 

2005 Broadcast Film Critics Association, Best Supporting Actor (nomination), Matt Dillon, Terrence Howard 
2005 National Board of Review, Best Picture (nomination) 

2005 Broadcast Film Critics Association, Best Ensemble Acting (nomination) 

2005 Golden Globe, Best Supporting Actor (nomination), Matt Dillon 
2005 Broadcast Film Critics Association, Best Picture 
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2005 Broadcast Film Critics Association, Best Director (nomination), Paul Haggis 

2005 Broadcast Film Critics Association, Best Screenplay (nomination), Bobby Moresco, Paul Haggis 

2005 Independent Spirit Award, Best Supporting Actor (nomination), Matt Dillon 
2005 Screen Actors Guild Award, Best Ensemble Cast/Movie 
 

Chapter 1: Main Titles/Frame of Reference (0:00:08) 

DVD Commentary with Paul Haggis, Don Cheadle and Bobby Moresco 

 

 DEJ Productions is Bobby Moresco logo for his company, the company Bulls 

Eye Entertainment is Paul’s Haggis Company. 

 

This film was released at the Toronto Film Festival and Lions Gate Films 

purchased the film there. This cut is exactly what preview at the festival. 

 

This opening reflection that you are looking at is achieved inside the camera 

lens. The film took 35 days to shoot.  

 

This story takes place in Los Angeles and all the characters live in Los Angeles and in the next 

36 hours they will collide. 

  

This opening scene took two nights to film and it was very cold in L.A. when it was filmed, 

during the film they will make several comments about the weather during the film. 

This is considered an Ensemble piece, yet it takes an unusual turn as the ensemble doesn’t get to 

see or work with each other. An ensemble piece is a selection or story that features a team of 

actors to tell the story, with no star personalities. This is also another example of the genre of a 

Morality Play.  

Morality plays are a type of theatrical allegory in which the protagonist is met by 

personifications of various moral attributes who try to prompt him to choose a godly life over 

one of evil. The plays were most popular in Europe during the 15th and 16th century. Having 

grown out of the religiously based mystery plays of the Middle Ages, they represented a shift 

towards a more secular base for European theatre. 

This film will demonstrate how strangers affect one another, and how one person’s action can 

affect others, sometimes without them knowing. 

 

They did a digital intermediate negative process, which was invented in 2003, the first film to 

use the process was Cold Mountain, it was also used on this film, DIN affects the color and 

clarity in post-production, and thus they were able to change saturation or the hue of the color. 

That way they could change the look of every scene to make each scene unique. 

 

0:03:49 Paul Haggis stated that it was 2 a.m. in the morning when he woke up with this idea. 

Two years previously he was car jacked, and these kids that car jacked him would not leave his 

mind. He woke up at 2 a.m., in the morning and began to write about them. At about ten o’clock 

in the morning he had a bunch of stories and called up Bobby and said, “I got a bunch of pages 

here and I don’t know what it is, but I think it might be a movie.” Together Bobby Moresco and 

Paul Haggis knocked off the finished the copy very fast. Thus the screenwriters share credit. 
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 Biography for Paul Haggis 

Date of birth 10 March 1953, London, Ontario, Canada  
 

Mini biography In 2000, Paul left a successful career in television to concentrate on making feature films. His first step was finding a book of 

short stories by longtime fight manager Jerry Boyd, writing under the name F.X. Toole. Paul optioned two of his 
short stories with his producing partner and then wrote the screenplay on spec. It wasn't an easy adaptation, and 

once finished, it wasn't obvious studio material. But after attaching Hilary Swank and Morgan Freeman, Paul's 

producing partner sent it to Clint Eastwood, and Million Dollar Baby quickly became a reality. In 2004, Clint 
shot Paul's first draft script without change and the film was in the theatres less than a year after Clint first read 

it. 
 

Back in 2000, Paul also concocted a story for an original screenplay that he and friend Bobby Moresco wrote, 

entitled Crash. Paul's producing partner, Mark Harris, set it up at Bob Yari's Stratus/Bulls Eye Entertainment, 
and Paul directed the film in 2003. The ensemble cast includes Sandra Bullock, Don Cheadle, Matt Dillon, 

Brendan Fraser, Thandie Newton and Ryan Phillippe. The film premiered at the Toronto International Film 

Festival to sold-out crowds and rave reviews and was acquired by Lions Gate for domestic distribution. It is set 
to be released April 29, 2005. 

 

Paul then wrote the screenplay for Clint Eastwood's next film, Flags Of Our Fathers, the true story of the six men who raised the flag on Iwo 
Jima, based on the book by James Bradley. Steven Spielberg is producing. 

 

Steven and Paul are now co-writing an untitled script, an original idea of Steven's, for Paul to direct for Dreamworks SKG. And over on the 
Warner Lot, Paul and Clint are collaborating on a third project, which they are also keeping under wraps. 

 

Paul is currently casting what he hopes will be his next directing project, Honeymoon with Harry, a screenplay he wrote for New Line Cinema 
and Karz Entertainment, based on the book by Bart Baker. 

 

Also going into production in the Spring of 2005 is The Last Kiss, a screenplay Paul wrote for Lakeshore Entertainment, based on the Italian film 
of the same title. Zach Braff and Rachel McAdams are starring with Tony Goldwyn directing. 

 

Paul has created a variety of shows for television; his favorite being the critically acclaimed CBS series EZ Street. Although the series was short-
lived, it still routinely turns up on critics' Top Ten lists. The NY Times recently named it one of the most influential TV series of all time, saying 

"without EZ Streets, there would be no Sopranos." 

 
Haggis is the recipient of many awards, including two Emmys, The Humanitas Prize, TV Critics Association Program of the Year Award, 

Viewers For Quality Television Founders Award, Banff TV Award, the Columbia Mystery Writers Award, six Geminis, two Houston Worldfest 

Gold Awards and the Prism Award. 

 

He also recently accepted the EMA Award, the Genesis Award, the Ethel Levitt Memorial Award for Humanitarian Service and the WGA's 

prestigious Valentine Davies Award, awarded to Paul for "bringing honor and dignity to writers everywhere." 
 

Haggis is co-founder of Artists for Peace and Justice, a member of the Board of Directors of The Hollywood Education and Literacy Project; For 

the Arts - For Every Child; the Environmental Media Association; and a founding board member of ECO, the Earth Communications Office. He 
is also member of The President's Council of The Defenders of Wildlife, and a member of the Advisory Board of The Center for the 

Advancement of Non-Violence. 

 
Trivia  

 He was (Paul Haggis) originally going to direct Million Dollar Baby (2004). He was in the middle of directing Crash (2004) when Clint 
Eastwood asked to direct the film after being offered the lead. Haggis agreed. 

 Had a heart attack during the filming of Crash, yet refused to let anyone else finish directing it. He returned to directing 2 weeks after the 
event. 

 

Writer - filmography  
1. Death and Dishonor (2007) (screenplay)  

2. Honeymoon with Harry (2006) (screenplay)  

3. The Last Kiss (2006) (post-production) (screenplay)  

4. Flags of Our Fathers (2006) (screenplay)  

5. Walker, Texas Ranger: Trial by Fire (2005) (creator)  

6. Million Dollar Baby (2004) (screenplay)  
7. Crash (2004) (screenplay) (story)  

8. "Mister Sterling" (2003) TV Series (multiple episodes)  

9. "Family Law" (1999) TV Series (writer)  
10. Ghost of a Chance (1998) (TV)  

11. "Michael Hayes" (1997) TV Series (developed by)  

12. "EZ Streets" (1996) TV Series (writer)  
13. EZ Streets (1996) (TV)  

14. "Due South" (1994) TV Series (writer)  

15. Due South (1994) (TV)  

16. "Walker, Texas Ranger" (1993) TV Series (creator)  
17. Red Hot (1993) (written by)  

18. "City" (1990) TV Series (writer)  

19. Watchers (1988) (screenplay) (as Bill Freed)  

20. The Return of the Shaggy Dog (1987) (TV)  

21. "thirty something" (1987) TV Series (writer)  

22. "The Tracey Ullman Show" (1987) TV Series (writer)  
23. "L.A. Law" (1986) TV Series (co-writer)  

24. "Charmed Lives" (1986) TV Series (writer)  

25. "The Facts of Life" (1979) TV Series (1984-1986)  
26. "Mr. Merlin" (1981) TV Series (writer)  

27. "Diff'rent Strokes" (1978) TV Series (writer)  

28. "The Love Boat" (1977) TV Series (writer)  
29. "One Day at a Time" (1975) TV Series (writer)  

Producer - filmography  

1. Death and Dishonor (2007) (producer)  

http://www.imdb.com/OnThisDay?day=10&month=March
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2. Million Dollar Baby (2004) (producer)  

3. Crash (2004) (producer)  

4. "Family Law" (1999) TV Series (executive producer)  
5. Ghost of a Chance (1998) (TV) (executive producer)  

6. "Michael Hayes" (1997) TV Series (ex producer)  

7. "EZ Streets" (1996) TV Series (executive producer)  
8. "Due South" (1994) TV Series (executive producer)  

9. Due South (1994) (TV) (executive producer)  

10. "You Take the Kids" (1990) TV Series (ex producer)  
11. "City" (1990) TV Series (executive producer)  

12. "thirty something" (1987) TV Series (sup producer)  
13. "The Facts of Life" (1979) TV Series (producer)  

Director - filmography  

1. Honeymoon with Harry (2006)  
2. Crash (2004)  

3. "Family Law" (1999) TV Series  

4. Ghost of a Chance (1998) (TV)  

5. "EZ Streets" (1996) TV Series (pilot)  
6. EZ Streets (1996) (TV)  

7. "Due South" (1994) TV Series  

8. Red Hot (1993)  
9. "You Take the Kids" (1990) TV Series (pilot)  

10. "thirty something" (1987) TV Series  

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography  
1. "Michael Hayes" (1997) TV Series (developed by)  

2. "Due South" (1994) TV Series (executive consultant)  
3. "L.A. Law" (1986) TV Series (creative consultant)  

Composer - filmography  

1. Crash (2004) (song)  

 

The movie was written in two weeks. They both agreed that no one would want to make the film. 

 

Took a year and a half to get the film cast, Don Cheadle was the first to sign one and also helped 

produce the movie; he is a graduate of East High School in Colorado. Paul Haggis previously did 

the television show Facts of Life. 

 
Biography of Don Cheadle 

Date of birth 29 November 1964, Kansas City, Missouri, USA, Height 5' 8½" (1.74 m)  
 

Mini biography Don Cheadle was born in Kansas City but moved throughout his childhood. He attended 

CalArts and earned his BA in Fine Arts. He auditioned for many roles, and won a part on the television 
series "Fame" (1982). He was then cast in the John Irvin film Hamburger Hill (1987). He first became 

recognized in Devil in a Blue Dress (1995), which won him the Best Supporting Actor Award from the 

Los Angeles Film Critics. Cheadle is a highly respected actor who has won many awards and continues 
to act on both television movies and features, as well as in theater productions. He lives in Los Angeles, 

California. 

 
Trivia  

 Graduated from East High School in Denver, Colorado. 

 Appears uncredited in two back-to-back movies, Rush Hour 2 (2001) and Ocean's Eleven (2001). 

He played a criminal in both films. 

 After acting in Hotel Rwanda (2004), a film about the early 1990s Rwandan genocide, he became an activist to raise awareness of the mid-
2000s genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan. In January 2005 he traveled to Sudan with five members of congress to see refugee camps 

and to meet survivors of the genocide. Upon his return, he reported on his trip for "ABC News Nightline" (1980). 

 Briefly worked as a stand-up comic early in his career. 

 
Actor - filmography  

1. Other Side of Simple (2006)  

2. Reign O'er Me (2006)  
3. Tishomingo Blues (2005) Robert Taylor  

4. Smokin' Aces (2006) (filming)  

5. The Dog Problem (2006) Dr. Nourmand 
6. Ocean's Twelve (2004) Basher Tarr  

7. After the Sunset (2004) Henri Mooré  

8. Hotel Rwanda (2004) Paul Rusesabagina  
9. Crash (2004) Det. Graham Waters  

10. The Assassination of Richard Nixon (2004) Bonny Simmons  

11. The United States of Leland (2003) Pearl Madison  
12. The Hire: Ticker (2002) Passenger  

13. "Independent Lens" (2002) TV Series Host  

14. Ocean's Eleven (2001) (uncredited) Basher Tarr 
15. Rush Hour 2 (2001) (uncredited) Kenny  

16. Swordfish (2001) Agent J.T. Roberts  

17. Manic (2001) Dr. David Monroe  
18. Things Behind the Sun (2001) Chuck  

19. Traffic (2000) Montel Gordon  

20. The Family Man (2000) Cash  
21. Fail Safe (2000) (TV) Lt. Jimmy Pierce (co-pilot)  

22. Mission to Mars (2000) Luke Graham  

23. A Lesson Before Dying (1999) (TV) Grant Wiggins  

24. The Rat Pack (1998) (TV) Sammy Davis Jr.  
25. Out of Sight (1998) Maurice Miller  

26. Bulworth (1998) L.D.  

27. Boogie Nights (1997) Buck Swope  
28. Volcano (1997) Emmit Reese  

29. Rosewood (1997) Sylvester Carrier  

30. Rebound: The Legend of Earl 'The Goat' Manigault (1996) 
(TV) Earl  

31. Devil in a Blue Dress (1995) Mouse Alexander  

32. Things to Do in Denver When You're Dead (1995) Rooster  
33. "Picket Fences" (1992) TV D.A. John Littleton (1993-1995)  

34. Lush Life (1993) (TV) Jack  

35. The Meteor Man (1993) Goldilocks  
36. Roadside Prophets (1992) Happy Days Manager  

37. "The Golden Palace" (1992) TV Series Roland Wilson 

38. Colors (1988) Rocket  
39. Hamburger Hill (1987) Pvt. Washburn  

40. Punk (1986)  

41. Moving Violations (1985) Juicy Burgers Worker 

 

http://www.imdb.com/OnThisDay?day=29&month=November
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Chapter 2: Blind Fear (0:05:54) 

 The actor behind the counter is Jack McGee, who is currently on Rescue Me.  
 

0:07:48 The transitions hint to the fact that all of 

these people are somehow related, thus the door to 

door transitions in the beginning of this story. 

 

The original idea was not to do a film about (themes 

addressed) tolerance, intolerance and racism, the 

original idea was to follow these characters around 

and talk about how people affect each other. 

 

Now the one way that we judge strangers is how they look, thus the cast became Persian, 

Hispanic, Black, White and Asian. 

 

0:09:43 There is a sort of counterpoint (say one thing, but then do the opposite) being 

demonstrated here, as the conscientious dude here is the one dissecting American beliefs, is the 

one that turns out to be the carjacker.  

 

In music, counterpoint is the relationship between two or more voices that are independent in 

contour and rhythm, and interdependent in harmony. It has most commonly been identified in 

Western music, developing strongly in the Renaissance, and also dominant in much of the 

common practice period, especially in Baroque music. The term comes from the Latin punctus 

contra punctum (note against note). The adjectival form contrapuntal shows this Latin source 

more transparently. 

 

Chapter 3: A Nice Gun (0:10:01) 

After Paul Haggis was car jacked he wanted to know more about the guys that committed the 

crime, how long had they known each other, were they best friends? Did they just meet each 

other that night?  
 

They decided that these two had known each other since the time that they were 6 or 7 years old, 

thus the back story (history of the characters out of the time frame of the story presented) of the 

character is developed in the writing process. It changes how these two speak to each other, as 

they have a history together; they know each other’s families. 

 

Catherine Bjork right here, who will sing a song at the end of the movie that she wrote, she is a 

fabulous actress and writer, she is currently working on West Wing. 

The actor with the long hair is Paul Haggis’s next door neighbor, his 

name is Martin. During the casting Paul kept telling the casting agent 

to get him some one that looks like Martin, until they finally said, 

why don’t we just ask Martin to do it. Bobby Moresco stated that they 

made a decision early on to talk about race, but that they couldn’t do 

it, being politically correct. 

 

0:12:10 Sandra Bullock’s performance is observable, which means 
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you just have to sit back and listen to this dialogue and wonder how many women are out there 

like this, and you question is it real or not.  

 

She is very unapologetic and then Michael gives a nice subtle look back at Sandra as he hands 

her the keys. Sandra Bullock was so committed to appearing in this film that she bought her own 

plane ticket to fly to the set. 

 
Biography for Sandra Bullock 

Date of birth 26 July 1964, Arlington, VA, Birth name Sandra Annette Bullock, Nickname Sandy, Height 5' 7½" 
Spouse Jesse James 2005-2010 filed for divorce  

 

Mini biography Born in a Virginia suburb of Washington D.C. to a German opera singer and a voice teacher, she grew up on the road with her 
parents and younger sister. She often performed in the children's chorus of whatever production her mother was in. That singing talent later came 

in use for her role of an aspiring country singer in The Thing Called Love (1993). Her family moved back to the Washington D.C. area when she 

was a teenager. She later enrolled in E. Carolina University in North Carolina, USA where she studied acting. Shortly thereafter she moved to 
New York to pursue a career on the stage. This led to acting in television programs and then feature films. She gave memorable performances in 

Demolition Man (1993) and Wrestling Ernest Hemingway (1993) but did not achieve the stardom that seemed inevitable for her until her work in 

the smash hit Speed (1994). She now ranks as one of the most popular actresses in Hollywood. 
 

Trivia  

 Attended East Carolina University in Greenville, North Carolina. 

 Graduated from Washington-Lee HS in Arlington, Virginia in 1982. 

 Measurements: 33B-24-34 (Source: Celebrity Sleuth magazine) 
 

Actress - filmography  
1. Grace (2006) Grace Metalious  

2. Premonition (2006) Linda  

3. The Women (2006)  
4. The Lake House (2006) Kate Forster  

5. Infamous (2006) Harper Lee 

6. Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous (2005) Gracie  
7. Loverboy (2005) Mrs. Harker  

8. Crash (2004) Jean Cabot  

9. Two Weeks Notice (2002) Lucy Kelson  
10. Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood (2002) Siddalee  

11. Murder by Numbers (2002) Cassie Mayweather  

12. Miss Congeniality (2000) Gracie Hart  
13. 28 Days (2000) Gwen Cummings  

14. Gun Shy (2000) Judy Tipp  

15. Forces of Nature (1999) Sarah Lewis  
16. The Prince of Egypt (1998) (voice) Miriam  

17. Practical Magic (1998) Sally Owens  

18. Making Sandwiches (1998) Melba Club  
19. Hope Floats (1998) Birdee Pruitt  

20. Speed 2: Cruise Control (1997) Annie  

21. In Love and War (1996) Agnes 'Aggie/Ag' von Kurowsky  
22. A Time to Kill (1996) Ellen Roark  

23. Two If by Sea (1996) Roz  

24. The Net (1995) Angela Bennett/Ruth Marx  
25. While You Were Sleeping (1995) Lucy Eleanor Moderatz  

26. Speed (1994) Annie Porter  

27. Wrestling Ernest Hemingway (1993) Elaine  
28. Fire on the Amazon (1993) (V) Alyssa Rothman  

29. Demolition Man (1993) Lt. Lenina Huxley  

30. The Thing Called Love (1993) Linda Lue Linden  
31. The Vanishing (1993) Diane Shaver  

32. Love Potion No. 9 (1992) Diane Farrow  

33. When the Party's Over (1992) Amanda  
34. Who Do I Gotta Kill? (1992) Lori  

35. "Lucky/Chances" (1990) (mini) TV Series Maria Santangelo  

36. "Working Girl" (1990) TV Series Tess McGill (!990) 
37. The Preppie Murder (1989) (TV) Stacy  

38. Who Shot Patakango? (1989) Devlin Moran  

39. Bionic Showdown: Bionic Woman (1989) (TV) Kate Mason  
40. Religion, Inc. (1989) Debby 

41. Hangmen (1987) Lisa Edwards 

Producer - filmography  
1. Grace (2006) (announced) (producer)  

2. Jingle (2006) (announced) (producer)  

3. Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous (2005) (producer)  
4. "George Lopez" (2002) TV Series (executive producer)  

5. Two Weeks Notice (2002) (producer)  

6. Murder by Numbers (2002) (executive producer)  
7. Miss Congeniality (2000) (producer)  

8. Gun Shy (2000) (producer)  

9. Trespasses (1999) (producer)  
10. Hope Floats (1998) (executive producer)  

11. Our Father (1996) (producer)  

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography  
1. Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous (2005)  

2. Practical Magic (1998) (executive soundtrack producer)  

3. Warner Bros. 75th Anniversary: No Guts, No Glory (1998)  
4. The Thing Called Love (1993)  

Director - filmography  

1. Making Sandwiches (1998)  
Writer - filmography  

1. Making Sandwiches (1998)  

Composer - filmography  
1. The Thing Called Love (1993)  

 
Brendan Frasier, a great actor with wonderful credits. By the way the house where the filming 

took place here is Paul Haggis’s home, the director. John Cusack was the original choice for the 

role of District Attorney Rick Cabot, which eventually went to Brendan Fraser. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000113/
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 Biography for Brendan Frasier 

Date of birth 3 December 1968, Indianapolis, Indiana, Birth name Brendan James Fraser, Height 6' 3"  

 
Mini biography The son of a Canadian travel executive who frequently moved his family, Brendan can claim 

affinity with Ottawa, Indianapolis, Detroit, Seattle, London and Rome. His early exposure to theatre, 

particularly in London, led him to Seattle's Cornish Institute. After graduation he found a minor role as Sailor 
#1 in River Phoenix's Dogfight (1991), then somewhat more substantial roles in Encino Man (1992) and 

School Ties (1992). He expresses a preference for playing "fish out of water" men. Five more years of 

supporting work led finally to the title role in George of the Jungle (1997), a role which fully utilized his charm 
and beefy good looks, as well as offering him a chance to show off his comic talents. He describes this role as 

the one which dramatically altered his career. Critical raves for his role in Gods and Monsters (1998) pointed to 
yet another dimension to his dramatic persona. 

 

Trivia  

 Raised in Holland, Switzerland, and Canada educated at Upper Canada College in Toronto, the Actors' Conservatory, Cornish College of 

the Arts in Seattle 

 Has dual citizenship: American and Canadian. 

 Speaks French fluently. 

 Attended Cornish College of the Arts in Seattle, Washington. 

 Has developed a reputation for being extremely approachable and friendly to fans who meet him on the streets. 
 

Actor - filmography  

1. Singularity (2006)  
2. Big Bug Man (2006) (voice) Big Bug Man  

3. The Last Time (2006)  

4. Journey to the End of the Night (2006) Paul 
5. Beach Bunny (2005) (voice) Beach Bum  

6. Crash (2004) Dist. Atty. Rick Cabot  

7. Revenge of the Mummy: The Ride (2004)Rick  
8. Looney Tunes: Back in Action (2003) DJ  

9. The Quiet American (2002) Alden Pyle  

10. The Mummy Returns (2001) Richard 'Rick' O'Connell  
11. Monkeybone (2001) Stu Miley  

12. Bedazzled (2000) Elliot Richards/Jefe/Mary  

13. Sinbad: Beyond the Veil of Mists (2000) (voice) Sinbad 
14. Dudley Do-Right (1999) Dudley Do-Right  

15. The Mummy (1999) Richard 'Rick' O'Connell  

16. Blast from the Past (1999) Adam Webber  

17. Gods and Monsters (1998) Clayton Boone  

18. Still Breathing (1997) Fletcher McBracken  

19. George of the Jungle (1997) George Jungle  

20. The Twilight of the Golds (1997) (TV) David Gold  

21. Glory Daze (1996) Doug  
22. Mrs. Winterbourne (1996) Hugh/Bill Winterbourne  

23. Kids in the Hall: Brain Candy (1996) Cameo  

24. Now and Then (1995) (uncredited) Vietnam Veteran  
25. The Passion of Darkly Noon (1995) Darkly Noon  

26. The Scout (1994) Steve Nebraska  

27. In the Army Now (1994) (uncredited) Link  
28. Airheads (1994) Chazz (Chester) Darvey  

29. With Honors (1994) Montgomery 'Monty' Kessler  

30. Younger and Younger (1993) Winston Younger  
31. Twenty Bucks (1993) Sam Mastrewski  

32. Son in Law (1993) (uncredited) Link  

33. School Ties (1992) David Greene  
34. Encino Man (1992) Link 

35. Guilty Until Proven Innocent (1991) McLaughlin  

36. Dogfight (1991) (as Brendon Fraser) Sailor #1  

37. Child of Darkness, Child of Light (1991) John's friend  

38. My Old School (1991) (TV)  

 
Chapter 4: Sobriety Test (0:15:23) 

This is filmed at Studio City, the restaurant scene here. This is Carney’s hot dog stand on 

Ventura Boulevard. 

 

0:15:40 Matt Dillion is amazing in this role; he started his 

acting career at the age of eleven. Matt Dillion has received 

the most recognition for his work in this film; he has been 

nominated for 2005 Independent Spirit Award, Best 

Supporting Actor, 2005 Golden Globe, Best Supporting 

Actor, and the 2005 Broadcast Film Critics Association, Best 

Supporting Actor. This character he is playing is totally 

opposite his real personality. 

 
Biography for Matt Dillion 

Date of birth 18 February 1964, New Rochelle, NY, Birth name Matthew Raymond Dillon, Height 6'  

 
Mini biography Originally a teen star (generally in "troubled youth" roles), who has since matured into one of Hollywood's most enjoyable actors 

to watch on screen with a wonderful versatility in his acting range, tall, lean and handsome Matt Dillon was born in February 1964 in New 

Rochelle, New York, and was discovered by pure chance. Talent scouts were roaming the halls of Hommock’s School, spied the good-looking 

http://www.imdb.com/BornInYear?1964


Film Study lecture on the film Crash (2004) 

Compiled by Dr. Jay Seller 

 

8 Primary source DVD commentary with Paul Haggis, Don Cheadle and Bobby Moresco, compiled and copyright © 2006 by Jay 

Seller. Ph.D. 

 
 

Dillon, and asked him to attend a casting call. He showed up, put on a swagger and petulant attitude for the casting director and landed his first 

film role, appearing in Over the Edge (1979), a "troubled-youth" film about bored Colorado teenagers fighting developers, their parents and the 

police. His next role was as a teen bully who gets his comeuppance in the "feel-good" movie My Bodyguard (1980). He was the object of teenage 
female desire in Little Darlings (1980), and followed that as a poor boy eloping with a rich girl in Liar's Moon (1982).  

 

Dillon was now a hot property, and his next three film roles were in quality productions of bestselling novels by author S.E. Hinton that cemented 
him as the US' #1 teen star. First he starred as a fatherless country boy in Tex (1982), then he headlined a cast of superb young actors, including 

Tom Cruise, Emilio Estevez, Rob Lowe and Patrick Swayze, in the moving The Outsiders (1983), and finally he was back in trouble once more 

in the superb Rumble Fish (1983). As his looks matured, Dillon moved into broader roles such as the smooth-talking Brooklyn teenager conning 
everyone at a posh Florida country club in The Flamingo Kid (1984). He made his first foray into adult action with Gene Hackman in the thriller 

Target (1985/I), followed by several B-grade romantic efforts, before striking gold with the critics with his performance in the uncompromising 
'Gus van Sant' film about drug addicts, Drugstore Cowboy (1989).  

 

Unfortunately, his next few films fell back into a degree of mediocrity until another intriguing performance as a young schizophrenic in The Saint 
of Fort Washington (1993), then another romantic comedy role in Mr. Wonderful (1993). He worked again with van Sant as naive husband Larry 

Maretto opposite murderous Nicole Kidman in the icy thriller To Die For (1995). Dillon remained busy and turned in excellent performances in 

the sexy thriller of murder and double-crosses, Wild Things (1998). He was hilarious as a sleazy private eye love struck by Cameron Diaz in the 
box-office smash There's Something About Mary (1998). He starred in the black comedy One Night at McCool's (2001), made his feature film 

directorial debut with City of Ghosts (2002), had a day that goes from bad to worse in Employee of the Month (2004), and a minor role in the 

Canadian film Crash (2004). 
 

Trivia  

 Brother of Kevin Dillon. 

 Dated Cameron Diaz for several years in the late 1990's. 

 
 Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia:  

As the junkie-thief in Drugstore Cowboy (1989), Gus Van Sant's slice of 

contemporary (low) life, this square-jawed, fair-skinned, dark-browed young actor 
finally impressed critics. His nuanced performance came as a shock to those who 

had written him off from the beginning for his glowering, simian-like performances 

as tough teens in Over the Edge (1979, his debut), Little Darlings and My 
Bodyguard (both 1980). As a teen heartthrob, Dillon perfectly portrayed alienated 

young men in Tim Hunter's Tex (1982) and two adaptations of S.E. Hinton novels 

for Francis Ford Coppola, Rumble Fish and The Outsiders (both 1983). 
 

A light, witty role as the cabana boy with stars in his eyes in Garry Marshall's 

nostalgic The Flamingo Kid (1984) proved to be the turning point in Dillon's career, 
though his films since then have not always lived up to expectations, as witness 

Target (1985) and Native Son (1986). He was excellent in the otherwise lackluster 

gambling drama The Big Town (1987) and in Kansas (1988); both films cast him in 
unsympathetic but well-rounded roles. The possibility of playing a bad guy was further exploited in A Kiss Before Dying (1991), in which he was 

an ambitious psychopath. Recent credits include Singles (1992), Mr. Wonderful, The Saint of Fort Washington (both 1993), and Golden Gate 

(1994).  
Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 

 
Actor - filmography  

1. You, Me and Dupree (2006)  

2. Herbie: Fully Loaded (2005) Trip Murphy  
3. Factotum (2005) Henry Chinaski  

4. Loverboy (2005) Mark  

5. Crash (2004) Sgt. Jack Ryan  
6. Employee of the Month (2004) David Walsh  

7. City of Ghosts (2002) Jimmy  

8. Deuces Wild (2002) Fritzy  
9. One Night at McCool's (2001) Randy 

10. Madonna: The Video Collection 93:99 (1999) (V)  

11. There's Something About Mary (1998) Pat Healy  

12. Wild Things (1998) Sam Lombardo  

13. In & Out (1997) Cameron Drake  

14. Albino Alligator (1996) Dova  
15. Grace of My Heart (1996) Jay Phillips  

16. Beautiful Girls (1996) Tommy 'Birdman' Rowland  

17. Frankie Starlight (1995) Terry Klout  
18. To Die For (1995) Larry Maretto  

19. Golden Gate (1994/I) Kevin Walker  

20. Mr. Wonderful (1993) Gus  
21. The Saint of Fort Washington (1993) Matthew  

22. Malcolm X (1992) DJ at the Harlem 'Y' Dance  

23. Singles (1992) Cliff Poncier  

24. Women & Men 2: (1991) (TV) Eddie Megeffin  

25. A Kiss Before Dying (1991) Jonathan Corliss 

26. Bloodhounds of Broadway (1989) Regret  
27. Drugstore Cowboy (1989) Bob  

28. Kansas (1988) Doyle Kennedy  

29. The Big Town (1987) J.C. Cullen  
30. Native Son (1986) Jan  

31. Rebel (1985) Rebel  

32. Target (1985/I) Chris Lloyd/Derek Potter  
33. The Flamingo Kid (1984) Jeffrey Willis  

34. Rumble Fish (1983) Rusty James  

35. The Outsiders (1983) Dallas 'Dally' Winston  

36. Liar's Moon (1982) Jack Duncan  

37. Tex (1982) Tex McCormick  

38. The Great American Fourth of July and Other (1982) 
Ralph  

39. Gunmen's Blues (1981) Matt  

40. My Bodyguard (1980) Melvin Moody  
41. Little Darlings (1980) Randy 

42. Over the Edge (1979) Richie 

Director - filmography  
1. City of Ghosts (2002)  

2. "Oz" (1997) TV Series (1999)  

Writer - filmography  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0386023/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000129/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000389/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000507/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000664/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000432/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0090130/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0097240/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107613/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000173/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114681/
http://www.imdb.com/SearchBios?debut
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001143/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000139/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0097240/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001814/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0079688/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0081060/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0081207/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0081207/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0006853/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0084783/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0386023/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000338/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086216/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086066/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0005190/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087265/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0090130/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0091613/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0092656/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0095428/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0102220/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105415/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107613/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0108026/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0109917/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115639/
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1. City of Ghosts (2002) (written by)  

 

Loretta Devine playing the social worker here, you might recall her from I Am Sam, where she 

played the child care social worker. 

 

Ryan Phillippe playing the other officer here (Cruel Intentions. 1999), a 

Canadian actor, before Ryan Phillippe signed on, Heath Ledger was in talks 

for the role of Hansen. 

 

This film was shot in L.A. and takes place in L.A., 

some of the producers wanted to change the filming 

location to Toronto or Prague to save money. Which 

when you think about it Prague as L.A.? Paul accepted less filming 

days to have this location of L.A., where as he would have been given 

more filming days if he selected Toronto.  

 

In the Navigator here you have Thandie Newton and Terrence Howard. The role that Terrence is 

playing was originally going to go to Forest Whitacre, but he could not get out of his 

commitments to free up his schedule to do this. 

 

Paul Haggis stated that this was one of the hardest scenes to film, due to the violence and the 

humiliation that happens in the scene, and then to know that you are responsible for this getting 

out there. This was difficult for everyone involved in the scene, took two days to shoot. Very 

disturbing, even disturbing on paper in the script, this is the scene that haunts people. 
 

The director Paul Haggis states that this film is a passion 

piece. 

 

0:17:30 The lighting has the lighting directly in front of the 

camera. They wanted to give the feel that in Los Angeles you 

always have to squint, even if it is at night time. 

Demonstrating the harshness of the lights in LA. 

 

Plot holes: When Cameron and his wife get pulled over by 

Officer Hansen and Officer Ryan, Ryan hands Cameron's 

license and registration to Hansen. The officer never gives back the license and registration, and 

lets him drive away without them. 

 

Chapter 5: A Little Anger (0:22:34) 

This is a set on location. What that means is they found an empty store 

and then built all of this inside the store. 

 

Here is a great example of using a low budget to the advantage of the 

story. This is a location shot in the room of the TV producer. This room 

is the same room that will be used for Officer Ryan’s house (Matt 

Dillion) and the television producers here. The bedroom doubles as both 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000202/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0005132/
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locations. They painted the three walls red for their house and then changed the color for Matt’s 

house. They didn’t have time to move to another location. 

 

A lot of movies suffer from what we would call excess, excess in locations and shot advantage, 

things that are not needed to tell the story. 

 

Chapter 6: Invisible and Impenetrable (0:25:07) 

This is Eagle Rock, a suburb of L.A. Camera shift to a low angle shot as Michael Pena comes 

into his home, shot down the hallway. 

 

This little girl Ashlyn Sanchez, playing the part of Lara did 

her scenes in one day of filming; she was so right on with 

the understanding of what was required of her. Remember 

one day with a child is a half day for an adult on a set, due to 

child acting laws.  

 

This is Michael Peña playing the father figure. A lot adults 

will talk to a child as a child, which in filming can be a real 

trap, even Michael had trouble with the first take of this 

scene. Paul Haggis, told Michael to talk to her like she was 

another guy in a bar, to get away from talking down to the 

child. Now watch how he plays this scene, you feel like you 

are sitting on the bar stool next to him as he relays the story 

of the fairies. 

 

Mark Isham’s musical score is so perfect for this film. 

 

This scene, where Michael is talking to Ashlyn under the 

bed is seven pages long and some of the producers said that you can’t stop the entire movie for 

two people talking. Oh yes, you can when it is delivered like this. “If this was a fourteen page 

scene you would have stopped to watch it as the relationship is so strong,” stated Don Cheadle. 

 

Nice detail in acting as they add the invisible protective cape to the daughter. 

 

0:30:10 Continuity: When Daniel is leaving his daughter's room after the cloak story scene; he 

pauses at the door to look at her. The light switch is in the down position and the lights are on. 

We see the daughter in bed with the lights on, and then cut to Daniel about to leave the room 

where the light switch is still down, and he pretends to flip it down as the lights go off. 

 

In post-production (the editing and sound mixing stage of picture development) they added that 

little light on the pager. 

 

Chapter 7: A Personal Problem (0:30:19) 

Oliver Nathan and his band adding this piece.  

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0006142/
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This script was written in 2000, prior to Bill Cosby going off on his rant about “what is 

happening to the black community, rap music and stuff.” The theory behind this is that we had 

all of these incredible speakers and orators coming out of the black community in the 1960’s and 

70’s, and then we hit a period of no voices for the community. Now why did that happen, well, a 

lot of them got killed or chased out of the country or even went into hiding? It was the FBI that 

wanted to silence those voices, thus the dialogue between these two characters. 

 

There is intentional casting of the minorities being mixed, for example, the Persians and Arabs in 

the film, as we in American lump them altogether as Middle Eastern. “Chinaman,” a phrase you 

cannot say, observe how they will repeat it over and over again. They specifically cast two 

Koreans and then call them Chinamen. Why? Because that is what we do in America we lump all 

Asian groups as one. It is because most Americans can’t tell the difference and they don’t want 

to take the time to differentiate.  

 

After the film was released they noticed on their message boards that people were referring to the 

actors as Chinese actors and the director thought that “maybe they didn’t do anybody any favors 

by doing this casting this way.” 

 

Chapter 8: Locked and Loaded (0:35:15) 

Keith David, playing Lt. Dexton does a great job in this scene. Notice the picture of Arnold 

Schwarzenegger in the background, the director signed it, “To Paul, from Arnold” 

 

0:33:31 This is that cyclical logic (fluctuating widely according to changes in the economy or the 

seasons) that you cannot get out of, and wonderful writing, follows that pattern of “no good deed 

goes unpunished.” This poor character of Ryan wants to do the right thing and everywhere he 

goes he gets stopped. 

 

Characteristics of an Independent Film 

(1) Low Budget 

(2) Fast filming pace, shortened days on set 

(3) Use of same locations as multiple locations 

(4) Less camera tricks and manipulation 

 

Example of Independent Filming: This is a set, built in the American Red Cross building in the 

valley. They couldn’t use an actual police station as they were too busy and costly to shut down 

for filming. In the scene in the office they couldn’t afford a fourth wall so they just shot against 

three walls. 

 

0:35:06 Example of Independent Filming: And this is not a 

hospital, but a public school made to look like a hospital. 

Brutal shot with the sound effect. 

 

 0:35:16 The argument between the Iranian shop owner and 

the locksmith, while the Iranian pop music is playing in the 

background. You get the fourth time someone pokes another 

person in the chest. This entire scene is all related to 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000216/
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misunderstandings, these two have so much in common, yet they don’t understand each other. 

The Iranian business man has been taken for a ride so many times that he has trouble trusting 

anybody. 

 

0:36:49 This garage is shot in Hollywood, not the best part of the city, the chop shop was created 

for the film, it was simply an empty warehouse.  

 

When they were holding their auditions, they attempted to find out what actors feelings were 

towards other races. They had one young Hispanic gentleman come in who stated that he “loved 

all people, didn’t matter.” They asked him where he was from and he said, his father was from El 

Salvador and his mother was Guatemalan. Paul Haggis then asked him, “so if I called you a 

Mexican?” To which the young man replied, “I ain’t no fucking Mexican.” Paul Haggis 

responded, but I thought you just said. Everybody has something that gets under their skin. 

 

Chapter 9: Taking the Bus (0:39:50) 

Example of Independent Filming: Now again this is the same house as the African American 

couple in the beginning of the movie. Bruce Kirby playing this role of Paul’s father, you saw his 

father as the owner of the drugstore in Stand By Me. 

 

You get an uncomfortable laugh from the audience, and then we go to Matt’s face here and you 

see this man is in pain over how to deal with his father’s condition.  

 

0:41:27 Dawn on Ventura Boulevard for that shot taken at about 5:30 a.m.  

 

0:42:17 This is L.A. City Hall, gives a nice shot of power and grandeur, not the courthouse as 

they tell you it is. Now we are in Venice, California.  

 

0:43:23 Now back to Paul Haggis house, for this shot of Sandra Bullock.  

 

Chapter 10: Ringing False (0:44:51) 

Amanda Moresco, the daughter of the producer of the film is 

playing the role of the Assistant Director.  

 

 Tony Danza doing a cameo appearance, Tony has the ability to 

embody this villainy which is very subtle to this character. The 

undercut (transitive verb, reduce something’s force: to undermine 

something or detract from its force, often passive) message is so 

clear. “You are the black man here so you must be the expert on all 

things black, and then if you don’t do it my way, your black ass 

will be on the street,” said Paul Haggis while commenting on this scene. 

 

0:46:26 The Medicaid Insurance office scenes is the first day of shooting. 

 

The Cross of Christ will be used numerous times in the background for religious symbolism. 

Notice the symbolism behind Shaniqua Johnson here in her office, you have that religious 
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symbolism, and you have seen numerous crosses already throughout the movie, not to mention 

saints and the nativity scene. The background of a shot is so important. 

 

This scene comes from a piece of hate mail that Paul Haggis received while he was working on a 

television show called Family Law. The mail stated, “Why is it the white people who are the 

villains and the black people are the heroes, let me tell you a story about my dad.” And he told 

this story that appears on screen and told by Matt Dillion. Here you find out that this guys dad set 

the best example for this kid and despite all that, this kid grows up to become a racist. Now that 

is an interesting story. Why is that, because he is a much smaller man than his dad? Paul wrote 

back to this guy and simple stated, “Your father was a great man. How proud you must be of 

your father.” 

 

Notice as Matt exits the office and walks through the color red, for passion, anger and lust. 

 

Chapter 11: Brother’s Keeper (0:49:09) 

Another door to door transition as we move forward in this story, with Molly Schaffer playing 

the receptionist. 

 

0:50:09 Beverly Todd playing George’s mother. Notice the 

pause after she asks about his brother. Then the eye exchange 

between these two characters, it is the “I see what you see and I 

know what you mean,” moment between two characters. Ten 

years before this film, Beverly and Don worked on Hill Street 

Blues and she also played his mother, both dysfunctional 

family roles. 

 

Chapter 12: Uninsured (0:53:15) 

This is all shot at Raleigh Studios, fragile scene the apology no 

apology scene. Let’s see how many times you have come to 

apologize and then you stab the knife in a little deeper. 

 

Chapter 13: Trust (0:56:56) 

Another great transition of him going out the door and then we cut to her. There is a lot of close 

up shots in the film, why (1) the director wanted to keep the characters in your face. This is true, 

however it had more to do with the (2) small tight budget they were using.  

 

0:56:57 For example in this scene they had to use the long lens and to stack up the police cars, as 

they only had six cars to work with in the making of the movie. 

 

0:58:26 For example again, this overhead shot was selected as they only had a few cars to shoot 

down on. 

 

Budget for the film was $6.5 million dollars and one million in financing so $7.5 million total, 

meaning that they only had 6.5 million to work with. 
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1:00:19 This hill, the scene of the accident is located in Long Beach. They had two vehicles to 

film with, and it is no longer a Navigator as they had to crush the vehicle, they are hoping that 

since it is upside down that the audience wouldn’t notice. It is a 1992 Jeep that they are using for 

the filming. 

 

This scene was rehearsed in Paul’s living room, with the chairs turned upside down. 

 

They ran out of film on this shot, but they wanted to use it, notice the sprockets coming up on the 

right hand side of the frame. 

 

The dropping of the flame ball is done digitally and the fire ball with the car was not enhanced, 

performed by the effects guys. The song in the background is amazing for this scene, performed 

by a postal worker in Washington DC., she had sent in a demo track, singing in Welsh. 

 

There are three or four different languages used in the sound track intentionally. 

 

Chapter 14: On a Gut Level (1:06:13) 

Notice in the chambers here the use of “blown-out” with the windows in the background. This is 

William Fishtner, playing the role of Jake Flanagan, pushing all of the right buttons. 

 

1:12:00 Man (Don Cheadle) dwarfed in this hall with the blown out windows behind him, great 

metaphor shot representing the little man up against a big system that he cannot change. 

 

The little blonde boy is Paul Haggis’s son doing a small part in this movie.  

 

Chapter 15: Breaking Point (1:13:12) 

During this fight scene they are both wearing an alligator protective vest, it helps absorb the 

blows he is receiving and protects his body. But for the one that is delivering the blows it can rip 

the skin off of your knuckles. 

 

Chapter 16: Threatening Gestures (1:15:23) 

Terrence had this exact thing happen to him in Santa Monica, it was a case of mistaken identity. 

He was at an ATM machine and he turned around and three squad cars had pulled up. It was the 

wrong moment on the wrong day, and he had a standoff with the police. 

 

1:19:35 When Cameron pulls over to the street corner to let Anthony out of the car (after their 

run-in with the police,) you can see Anthony’s legs getting out of the car. Then they are back in 

the car talking and only then does Anthony get out. 

 

Chapter 17: A Really Good Cloak (1:20:18) 

Again another great transition tying all of these scenes together, one car pulls away and the van 

in the next cut pulls in. This is the business manager of the film walking in the pink along side of 

the road. 

 

Again they are shooting into the sun which completely destroys the frame.  
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Plot holes: Farhad finds Daniel's address in the phone book, but it is clearly established in the 

film that Farhad cannot read English. 

 

They used quarter loads in the gun so it would not be so loud, and the girl is not in the scene as 

the gun is fired, they didn’t want to traumatize her. They are just cleverly cutting back and forth. 

 

Continuity: Just after Farhad fires his gun at Daniel, the camera cuts away and then cuts back. 

When it returns to Farhad, the hammer of the revolver is once again cocked, which it would not 

normally do - and it is presumed that Farhad didn't pull the hammer back again since he was 

stunned at what he had just done. 

  

“It’s a really good cloak,” favorite line in the movie. Notice now the shot of Farhad, played by 

Shaun Toub, and the washed streets in the background. Great Hollywood standard, that now 

provides for a cleansing effect. 

 

Subtle suggestion the American flag in the back of the scene, what does that say? It is great, like 

ah! 

 

Chapter 18: Happenstance (1:23:14) 

This is an apartment in South Central. 

 

Now back to the director’s house that is Paul’s bedroom down at the end of the hall. His wife 

was not too thrilled that they were filming in their own home. 

 

They are using a stand-in at the bottom of the stairs doing that shot. 

 

Chapter 19: Miscommunication (1:25:30) 

Dissolving with these great lights to Larenz Tate and then in the background look at the cross on 

the church down the street. 

 

As Matt pauses here in his car, this is the same location that he pulled over Thandie and 

Terrrence. They give you the impression of him driving, so that the audience can say, oh no not 

him to pick up this kid. That is why they never showed the outside of the car. 

 

This is the hardest scene 

to write, as you have to 

have the character turn. 

Ryan (pictured, it appears 

that Ryan has to take his 

shirt off in all of his 

movies,) is the character 

that represents us; he is 

the character that we want 

to be all the way through 

this story. And when his 

instincts weigh in and he 
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starts to prejudge this character it would take us down the same path with him. Thus his 

prejudices come off of him rather quickly. You find out the character of Ryan has a chip on his 

shoulder and all the time he has been trying to help black people through this movie, and every 

time they crap on him. Now he thinks this passenger is mocking him, it is more than he can take. 

 

In the post-production of this scene they slowly bring in more of the color green. It starts off 

normal and then more of the contrasting green comes into the scene as the scene goes on. 

 

Continuity: A reflection in the car window shows Peter’s hand already fully open holding his 

figurine while he sits dying after being shot by Officer Hanson. However, when the scene cuts to 

his hand a few seconds after he dies, it is then closed again and opens up. 

 

What choice does he make now, that will determine the rest of his life. 

 

Completion and Return, is when a movie or story makes a complete circle, we are now back to 

the beginning of the movie. 

 

Chapter 20: Human Cargo (1:30:39) 

Here is one of those moments again that you want to laugh, but you question if you should be 

laughing, when you see the juxtaposition of Ludacris on the bus. Sort of the irony, of course this 

is where he would end up. 

 

As you see the Korean in the hospital, mention that Ben Nye did the make-up for this film. 

 

Example of Independent Film: The yellow Mini Cooper is Bobby Moresco’s car, the producer of 

the film. Almost every crew member’s car is used in the movie, as they couldn’t afford to rent 

cars for the shots. 

 

Now again look at the juxtaposition here, back in 1760 (by 1860, there were slaves, but no slave 

trade from Africa, trading took place within the US.) Chris’s own people the African Americans 

of today, came to America this way. 

 

Chapter 21: Things to Do (1:34:24) 

The pain that is in this frame, it is heartbreaking. Notice the lighting here coming from the cooler 

behind them, just great affect. 

 

Chapter 22: Connections (1:39:04) 

You get that nice reveal of the blanks, that the daughter knew all along that was the best way to 

protect her father’s interests. 

 

Some people complained that the reveal of the blanks wasn’t on screen long enough, but 

audiences are not that dumb, you just needed that quick insert shot to reveal them. 

 

Chapter 23: L.A. Snowfall (1:42:39) 

You get the question, was the district attorney having an affair with his assistant, and they leave 

that up to you to figure out. 
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Throwing the can, we go from real time to slow motion. 

 

You have Brendan looking out the door questioning, am I really safe. 

 

Michael looking out the window, saying where is that bullet, where is it going to come from? 

 

This is shot live. As he rubs his shoulder we see what it is, it is ash. 

 

Matt says in the beginning of the story “You have no idea who you are.” And at the end of the 

film he finds out who he is. You have the irony of the situation, is that it is in front of the car, 

where a man died and was shot. 

 

In life you have those moments, where one person’s death is another person’s salvation. 

 

“This film allows us to question our own safety, and the truth of the matter is that we are not safe 

from ourselves, because of our own prejudices and the prejudices around us.” Sandra Bullock. 

 

Now the character questions who he is, as a man and as a police officer, the one character that 

thought he understood. 

 

One of the questions which we will always ask ourselves regardless of our age is, “Why do we 

do the things we do?” 

 

Shot in China town. Chris’s final line tells us he has learned everything and nothing. 

 

And the cycle continues. Here is a helicopter shot and another cross. 

 

The snow, it actually used to snow in Los Angeles in the 1970’s, but the director’s comment, 

“Maybe if it can snow in Los Angeles, there is hope for us.” Snow is symbolic of hope, rebirth 

and rejuvenation. 

 

The unusually cold weather in Los Angeles serves as a theme running in the background. A few 

characters complain or comment about it, as does a radio station DJ. It starts snowing as the 

closing credits are about to roll. For the record, the last recorded snowfall in Los Angeles was in 

1949, and there are only three snowfalls on record in the city's history. 

 

Chapter 24: End Credits (1:48:15) 

The movie was dedicated to Anita Addison 1952-2004, who was the first person to read the 

script. 

 

Paul Haggis’s hopes this film will polarize people and get them angry enough to talk about 

racism and the things we do, in order to resolve issues in life. 

 

DVD Bonus Fetures 

 DVD Introduction by Director Paul Haggis. (1 minute) 
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 Crash Behind the Scenes (10 minutes) Worth showing if time allows. 

 Commentary with Paul Haggis, Don Cheadle and Bobby Moresco 

 5.1 and 2.0 Dolby Digital Audio 

 Music Video (nice piece to look at and consider the emotions presented in the film. 4:18 

minutes) 

 Trailers  

 English and Spanish Subtitles 

 
 


