
Literature to Film lecture on Carrie (1976) 

Compiled by Dr. Jay Seller 

 

1 Primary source directorôs commentary by Brian DePalma, compiled and copyright © 2004 by Jay Seller, Ph.D. 

 

 

Carrie (1976) 
Directed by Brain DePalma 

Rated R, 98 Minutes 

Presented by Tri-Star Pictures 
 

Cast 
Carrie  Sissy Spacek 

Margaret White Piper Laurie 
Billy Nolan  John Travolta 

Sue Snell  Amy Irving 

Tommy Ross William Katt 
Chris Hargenson Nancy Allen 

.Miss Collins Betty Buckley 

Mrs. Snell  Priscilla Pointer 
P.J. Soles  Norma Watson 

Sydney Lassick Mr. Fromm 

Stefan Gierasch Principal Morton 

Priscilla Pointer Mrs. Snell 

Michael Talbot Freddy 

Cameron De Palma Boy on Bicycle 

 

Credits 
Director  Brian De Palma  
Producer  Paul Monash 

Screenplay Larry D. Cohen  

Based on the novel by Stephen King 
Editor  Paul Hirsch 

Director of photography Mario Tosi 

Music  Pino Donaggio 
Special Effects Gregory M. Auer 
 

Chapter 1: Welcome to Bates High School 

Purpose of this scene is to set up the antagonism between Carrie and her classmates and Chris. A 

lot of people forget that this is the opening scene to Carrie, a great test question on the movie, as 

everyone normally responds the locker room scene. 

 
Biography for Stephen King, Date of birth 21 September 1947, Portland, Maine 
Birth name Stephen Edwin King Height 6' 4"  

 

Mini biography  
Stephen Edwin King was born on September 21, 1947 at the Maine General Hospital in Portland Maine. His parents were Donald Edwin King 

and Ruth Pillsbury King. Stephen being the only natural born child in the family and his older brother David having been adopted at birth two 

years earlier. The Kings were the typical family until one night when Donald King said he was stepping out for cigarettes and was never heard 
from again. At this point Ruth took over raising the family with help from other relatives of the family. They 

traveled throughout many states over several years finally moving back to Durham, Maine in 1958. Stephen King 

began his actual writing career in January of 1959 when David King and Stephen decided to publish their own 
local town newspaper named Dave's Rag. David bought a mimeograph and they created a paper that sold for five 

cents an issue. Stephen King attended Lisbon High School, in Lisbon, Maine in 1962. Collaborating with his best 

friend Chris Chesley, in 1963 they published a collection of 18 short stories called People, Places, and Things-
Volume I. King's stories included "Hotel at the End of the Road", "I've Got to Get Away!", "The Dimension 

Warp", "The Thing at the Bottom of the Well", "The Stranger", "I'm Falling", "The Cursed Expedition", and "The 

Other Side of the Fog." A year later King's amateur press Triad and Gaslight Books, published a two part book 
titled "The Star Invaders".  

 

Stephen King made is first actual published appearance in 1965 in the magazine Comics Review with his story "I 
Was a Teenage Grave Robber." The story ran about 6,000 words in length. In 1966, Stephen King graduated from 

high school and took a scholarship to attend the University of Maine. Looking back on his high school days, King 

recalled that "my high school career was totally undistinguished. I was not at the top of my class, nor at the 
bottom." Later that summer King began working on a novel called "Getting It On", about some kids who take 

over a classroom and try unsuccessfully to ward off the National Guard. During his first year at college, King 

completed his first full length novel, "The Long Walk." He submitted the novel to Bennett Cerf/Random House only to have it rejected. King 
took the rejection bad and filed the book away. Stephen King made his first small sale with his story "The Glass Floor" for the amount of thirty-
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five dollars. In June 1970, Stephen King graduated from the University of Maine with a Bachelor of Science degree in English and a certificate to 

teach high school. King's next idea came from the poem by Robert Browning, "Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came."  
 

He found bright colored green paper in the library and began work on The Dark Tower saga. But due to his lack of income he was unable to 

further pursue the novel at great length and it too was filed away. King took a measly job of pumping gas earning $1.25 an hour. Stephen King 
then began to earn money for his writings by submitting his short stories do men's magazines such as Cavalier. On January 2, 1971, Tabitha Jane 

Spruce and Stephen King were married. And in the fall of 1971, King took a teaching job at Hampden Academy earning $6,400 a year. The 

Kings then moved to Hermon, a town west of Bangor, Maine. Stephen King than began work on a short story about a teenage girl named Carietta 
White. After a completing a few pages, King decided it was not a worthy story and crumpled the pages up and tossed them into the trash. 

Fortunately for Stephen, his wife Tabitha took the pages out and read them. She encouraged her husband to continue the story. He did.  

 
In January 1973, King submitted Carrie to Doubleday. In March, Doubleday bought the book. On May 12, Doubleday sold the paperback rights 

of Carrie to New American Library for $400,000. Based on the book contract, Stephen King would get half of that. King quit his teaching job to 

pursue writing full time. And the rest, as they say, is history. Since then, King has had numerous short stories and novels published and movies 
created from his work. Stephen King is called the "Master of Horror". His books have been translated into 33 different languages, published in 

over 35 different countries. There are over 300 million copies of his novels in publication. He continues to live in Bangor, Maine with his wife 

where he writes out of his home. In June 1999 Stephen King was severely injured in an accident that left him in critical condition with injuries to 
his lung, broken ribs, a broken leg and a severely fractured hip. After three weeks of operations he was released from the Central Maine Medical 

Center in Lewiston, Maine.  

 

Spouse Tabitha King 1971-present, three children 

Trade mark  

¶ Usually sets stories in Maine. 

¶ Most of his lead male characters are writers. 
 

Writer - filmography  

1. "Desperation" (2005) (mini) TV Series  
2. Talisman, The (2005) (novel)  

3. Bag of Bones (2004) (novel)  

4. Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon, The (2005)  
5. Riding the Bullet (2004) (novella Riding the)  

6. 'Salem's Lot (2004) (TV) (novel Salem's Lot)  

7. Man in the Black Suit, The (2004) (story)  
8. Secret Window (2004)  

9. "Kingdom Hospital" (2004) (mini) TV Series  

10. Diary of Ellen Rimbauer, The (2003) (TV)  
11. Autopsy Room Four (2003) (short story)  

12. Dreamcatcher (2003) (novel)  

13. Rainy Season (2002) (short story)  
14. Dead Zone, The (2002) (V) (novel)  

15. Carrie (2002) (TV) (novel)  

16. Night Surf (2002) (story)  
17. "Dead Zone, The" (2002) TV Series (novel)  

18. Firestarter 2: Rekindled (2002) (TV)  

19. "Rose Red" (2002) (mini) TV Series (written by)  
20. Mangler 2, The (2001) (V) (characters)  

21. Children of the Corn: Revelation (2001) (V)  

22. Hearts in Atlantis (2001) (book)  
23. Strawberry Spring (2001) (story)  

24. Paranoid (2000/II) (poem Paranoid: A Chant)  

25. Green Mile, The (1999) (novel)  
26. Children of the Corn 666: Isaac's Return (1999)  

27. Sometimes They Come Back... for More (1999)  

28. Rage: Carrie 2, The (1999) (characters)  
29. "Storm of the Century" (1999) (mini) TV Series  

30. Apt Pupil (1998) (novella Apt Pupil)  

31. Children of the Corn V: Fields of Terror (1998) (V)  

32. Trucks (1997) (TV) (short story)  

33. Night Flier (1997) (story)  

34. Quicksilver Highway (1997) (TV) (short story)  
35. Ghosts (1997/I) (idea) (story)  

36. "Shining, The" (1997) (mini) TV Series (novel)  

37. Thinner (1996) (novel)  
38. Children of the Corn IV: The Gathering (1996)  

39. Sometimes They Come Back... Again (1996)  

40. Children of the Corn III (1995)  
41. Langoliers, The (1995) (TV)  

42. "Outer Limits, The" (1995) TV Series (story)  

43. Dolores Claiborne (1995) (book)  

44. Mangler, The (1995) (story)  

45. Shawshank Redemption, The (1994)  
46. "Stand, The" (1994) (mini) TV Series (book) (teleplay)  

47. "X Files, The" (1993) TV Series (writer) (episode 5.10)  

48. Needful Things (1993) (book)  
49. Tommyknockers, The (1993) (TV) (novel)  

50. Dark Half, The (1993) (novel)  

51. Children of the Corn II: The Final Sacrifice (1993)  
52. Sleepwalkers (1992) (written by)  

53. Lawnmower Man, The (1992) (title only)  

54. Golden Years (1991) (TV)  
55. Sometimes They Come Back (1991) (TV) (short story)  

56. Misery (1990) (novel)  

57. It (1990) (TV) (novel)  
58. Graveyard Shift (1990) (story)  

59. Tales from the Darkside: The Movie (1990) (story)  

60. Pet Sematary (1989) (novel) (screenplay)  
61. "Monsters" (1988) TV Series (story)  

62. Return to Salem's Lot, A (1987) (novel Salem's Lot)  

63. Running Man, The (1987) (novel)  
64. Creepshow 2 (1987) (also story The Raft)  

65. Stand by Me (1986) (novella The Body)  

66. Maximum Overdrive (1986) (short story Trucks)  
67. Silver Bullet (1985) (novella Cycle of the Werewolf)  

68. "Twilight Zone, The" (1985) TV Series (story Gramma)  

69. Cat's Eye (1985)  
70. "Tales from the Darkside" (1984) TV Series (story)  

71. Firestarter (1984) (novel)  

72. Children of the Corn (1984) (story)  
73. Disciples of the Crow (1983) (story)  

74. Woman in the Room, The (1983) (story)  

75. Christine (1983) (novel)  

76. Dead Zone, The (1983) (novel)  

77. Cujo (1983) (novel)  

78. Boogeyman, The (1982) (story)  
79. Creepshow (1982) (also stories The Crate, Weeds)  

80. Shining, The (1980) (novel)  

81. Salem's Lot (1979) (TV) (novel)  
82. Carrie (1976) (novel)  

Actor - filmography  

1. "Rose Red" (2002) (mini) TV Series (uncredited)  
2. "Storm of the Century" (1999) (mini) Lawyer in ad  

3. "Shining, The" (1997) (mini) TV Series Gage Creed  

4. Thinner (1996) Dr. Bangor  

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0150111/
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5. Langoliers, The (1995) (TV) Tom Holby  

6. "Stand, The" (1994) (mini) TV Series Teddy Weizak  
7. Sleepwalkers (1992) Cemetery Caretaker  

8. Golden Years (1991) (TV) Bus Driver  

9. Pet Sematary (1989) Minister  
10. Creepshow 2 (1987) Truck Driver  

11. Maximum Overdrive (1986) (uncredited)Man  

12. Creepshow (1982) Jordy Verrill  
13. Knightriders (1981) Hoagie Man 

Producer - filmography  

1. Riding the Bullet (2004) (executive producer)  
2. "Kingdom Hospital" (2004) (mini) TV Series  

3. Diary of Ellen Rimbauer, The (2003) (TV)  

4. "Rose Red" (2002) (mini) TV Series  
5. "Storm of the Century" (1999) (mini) TV Series  

6. "Shining, The" (1997) (mini) TV Series  

7. "Stand, The" (1994) (mini) TV Series  
8. Golden Years (1991) (TV)  

 

 

Sissy Spacek wasnôt considered for the role of Carrie until her husband, Jack 

Fisk, convinced director Brian De Palma to allow her to audition. Her 

audition so pleased De Palma that she got the lead role. Melanie Griffith 

auditioned for the title role. 

 

Chapter 2 (0:01:13) ñPlug it up!ò 

Girls had to sign a release, as the producers were worried, since some of the 

girls said they didnôt want to do it. They had formed sort of a conspiracy 

against the directors before they were even cast, thus the producers had them sign a separate 

release statement agreeing to the nudity, prior to getting their contract. Right from the opening 

credits Carrie is a shocking movie. Immediately, Brian DePalma plunges the audience into his 

three visual themes, a world of sensuality, suspense and violence. Remember the opening of 

Dressed to Kill, another great thriller by DePalma make sure to rent it! 

 

Carrie is having her first period and thinks that she is 

bleeding to death. She links these two things to sexuality 

and death. De Palma wanted to do this in slow motion, 

because he wanted the lyrical eroticism before the blood 

came. Sissy Spacek didnôt know it was being filmed in 

slow motion, but thought that it would look good that way, 

thus she moved in slow motion. They had to re-shoot the 

scene, since it was doubly slow. As soon as she discovers 

the blood, De Palma jars the audience back to normal 

speed. 

 

Sissy Spacek asked Brian de Palma how he wanted her to react when Carrie first realizes that she 

is bleeding in the showers at the start, De Palma told her ñItôs like you've been hit by a truckò. 

Spacek talked to her husband, who as a child had been 

run over by a car when he was standing in the streets 

looking at Christmas lights a neighbor had put up, and 

used his description of the experience as a basis for the 

scene. 

 

The way she holds her hand is foreshadowing of the 

visual blood that happens to her on prom night. This 

same shot is seen in Dressed to Kill, The Fury, Sisters. 

Dionysius in ô69 and Obsession. Thus it is kind of a 

signature shot and Directorôs Trademark for De 

Palma. 



Literature to Film lecture on Carrie (1976) 

Compiled by Dr. Jay Seller 

 

4 Primary source directorôs commentary by Brian DePalma, compiled and copyright © 2004 by Jay Seller, Ph.D. 

 

 

 

They installed a steam boiler outside of the sound stage, to get the steam in the shower. One 

problem was that the steam kept fogging over the camera lens, thus an assistant held a blow 

dryer in front of the lens to break up condensation. 

 

 Carrie modeled her body pose in the shower after a drawing she had seen of a biblical figure 

being stoned to death. De Palma instructed Sissy Spacek to act like a truck had hit her, when she 

discovers the blood. 

 

Chapter 4 (0:06:48) 

Originally De Palma wanted this to take place in a big university setting. That didnôt fit the story 

so they switched to an abandoned school in Hermosa Beach. Here is the first filming location, 

Hermosa Beach High School. 

 

There is a continuity error in editing here with the sweatshirt over 

the shorts and then in the next shot above them to reveal the 

bloodstains. There is an ambiguous sexual overtone to the entire 

picture. Notice how the principal looks over this teacher. You also 

canôt help but notice the cultural changes that have happened in 

America. Notice the principalôs nice pipe collection and the gym 

teacher smoking in this scene. 

 

Each time Carrie uses her powers, De Palma brings in the famous 

theme composed by Bernard Herman, for the shower sequence in Psycho. Above photo is 

Bernard Herman at the piano. 

 
Biography for Betty Buckley 
Date of birth, 3 July 1947, Fort Worth, TX 

Birth name Betty Lynn Buckley, Spouse Peter Flood, 1972-1979, divorced  

Education: Graduated from Texas Christian University (Ft. Worth, TX) 
 

Betty Buckley plays the role of the teacher. She is considered to be a petite, blonde musical stage actor who has also 

worked in features and TV. Texas native Buckley landed a role in the Broadway musical 1776 upon arriving in New 
York in 1969. She followed that up with a role in the London production of Promises Promises where she picked up a 

Best Actress in a Musical award. She returned to New York, continuing to work both on and off-Broadway before 

director Trevor Nunn cast her in Cats, the long running musical based on the writings of poet T.S. Eliot. As the jaded 
older cat Grizabella, Buckley sang "Memory," which became her musical signature. Buckley made her TV debut in the 

role of Abby on the hit family sitcom "Eight Is Enough" (1976-81), replacing Diana Hyland who had died suddenly 

after taping only four shows.  
 

Buckley also appeared in a number of TV specials including an ABC after school drama, BOBBY AND SARAH for which she received a daytime 

Emmy nomination. On the big screen, Buckley made her feature debut as the kindly gym teacher in CARRIE (1976), but probably her best screen 
role was that of Dixie Scott, the flamboyant ex-wife of country singer Robert Duvall in Bruce Beresford's TENDER MERCIES (1983). Other 

notable appearances include Roman Polanski's thriller FRANTIC (1988) as Harrison Ford's disappearing wife, Woody Allen's less successful 

ANOTHER WOMAN (1988) as Ian Holm's first wife, and Virginia Earp in Lawrence Kasdan's uneven Western biopic WYATT EARP (1994). 
  

Actress - filmography  

1. Funny Peculiar (2004) Margaret Nolan 
2. Mummy an' the Armadillo (2003) Let  

3. Fair Play (2002)  

4. Noon Blue Apples (2002)  
5. "Oz" (1997) TV Series (as Betty Lynn Buckley)  

6. Simply Irresistible (1999) Aunt Stella  

7. Critical Choices (1996) (TV) Dr. Margaret Ludlow  
8. Ride for Your Life (1995)  

9. Last Time Out (1994) Maxine Black  

10. Wyatt Earp (1994) Virginia Earp  

11. Betrayal of Trust (1994) (TV) Dr. Jan Galanti  
12. Rain Without Thunder (1992)Beverly Goldring  

13. Bonnie & Clyde: The True Story (1992) (TV) Mrs. Parker 

14. Babycakes (1989) (TV) Wanda  
15. Taking a Stand (1989) (TV) Lillian Robinson  

16. Another Woman (1988) Kathy  

17. Frantic (1988) Sondra Walker  
18. Roses Are for the Rich (1987) (TV) Ella  

19. Wild Thing (1987) Leah  
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20. "Evergreen" (1985) (mini) TV Series Mrs. Bradford  

21. Bobby and Sarah (1984) (TV) Mrs. Lawson  
22. Three Wishes of Billy Grier, The (1984) (TV)  

23. Tender Mercies (1983) Dixie  

24. Ordeal of Bill Carney, The (1981) (TV) Barbara 

25. Rubber Gun Squad, The (1977) (TV) Rosie  
26. "Eight Is Enough" (1977) TV Series  

27. Carrie (1976) Miss Collins 

 

In the summer of 1995, Buckley took over the role of Norma Desmond from Glenn Close in the 

Broadway production of Andrew Lloyd Webberôs musical adaptation of Billy Wilderôs SUNSET 

BLVD. (1950). 

 

Chapter 5 (0:08:45) 

Bernard Herman had previously scored Sisters and Obsessions. Bernard Herman died just before 

the filming began, so pieces of his earlier work make up the score for this movie. He had just 

finished working on the 1976 thriller Taxi Driver, starring Jodi Foster and Robert De Niro, he 

died on Christmas Eve, 12/24/75, during his sleep. His wife allowed the lifting of his previous 

scores to be used in this film. 

 

Chapter 6 (0:09:16) 

Cameron De Palma is the kid on the bicycle that is Brian De Palmaôs nephew. 

 

This is an example of looping, adding dialogue in the post-production phases of the movie. Betty 

Buckley provides the voice over (ñCreepy Carrie! Creepy Carrie!ò) for the little boy on the bike 

that chastises Carrie on her way home. 

 

Pricilla Pointer is playing the role of Mrs. Snell, the mother to Amy Irvingôs Sue Snell. In real 

life they are mother and daughter.  

 
Biography for Priscilla Pointer 

Date of birth (location) 18 May 1924, New York, New York, USA 

 
 Mini biography Though character actress Priscilla Pointer may be better known as the mother of Amy Irving, she has enjoyed a major stage, film 

and TV career herself for over four decades. The New York-born performer was trained 

on the stage and appeared in several tours and Broadway shows, including "A Streetcar 
Named Desire," "The Country Wife" and "The Condemned of Altona." Many of these 

were under the direction of husband Jules Irving, a former actor, whom she married in 

1947. Together they co-founded the San Francisco Actor's Workshop along with Herbert 
Blau and Beatrice Marley. Forsaking her career for a time to raise children, Pointer 

returned full time and, at the age of 40+, decided to set her sights on film and TV.  

 
She seemed to be everywhere in the 1970s and 1980s as somebody's mom, both brittle 

and resilient. She also proved to be dependable as a stern, no-nonsense teacher, doctor or 

judge. She played the mother of daughter Amy Irving in the cult shocker Carrie (1976), 
Diane Keaton in Looking for Mr. Goodbar (1977), Sean Penn in Falcon and the 

Snowman, The (1985) and Kyle MacLachlan in Blue Velvet (1986). On the nighttime 

soap hit "Dallas" (1978), she played mom to Victoria Principal's character. In 1979, 
husband Jules passed away and two years later she married actor Robert Symonds. They 

have appeared together quite frequently on stage, including the plays "Voices" and "The Road to Mecca." Spouse Robert Symonds 1981-present, 

Jules Irving II 1947-1979 death, 3 children 

Trivia Mother of Amy Irving, Mother of director David Irving. 

 

Actress - filmography  
1. Coyote Moon (1999) (V) Mrs. Henry Howard  

2. Alone (1997/I) (TV) Susan Hight  
3. Traveler's Rest (1996) (TV)  

4. Carried Away (1996) Lily Henson  

5. Twilight Zone: Rod Serling's Lost Classics (1994) (TV)  
6. Painted Desert (1993) Barbara  

7. Unbecoming Age (1992) Grandma  

8. Runaway Father (1991) (TV) Mary Bennett  
9. Disturbed (1990) Nurse Francine  

10. Flash, The (1990) (TV) Nora Allen  
11. Show of Force, A (1990) Alice Ryan 

12. C.H.U.D. II - Bud the Chud (1989) Dr. Berllin  
13. Cry for Help: Tracey Thurman Story, A (1989) (TV)  

14. "Hemingway" (1988) (mini) TV Series  

15. Rumpelstiltskin (1987) Queen Grizelda  
16. Nightmare On Elm Street 3: Dream Warriors, A (1987)  

17. From the Hip (1987) Mrs. Martha Williams  

18. Blue Velvet (1986) Mrs. Beaumont  
19. Generation (1985) (TV)  
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20. Falcon and the Snowman, The (1985) Mrs. Lee  

21. Micki + Maude (1984) Diana Hutchison  
22. "Call to Glory" (1984) TV Series Lillie  

23. Good-bye Cruel World (1983) Myra  

24. Twilight Zone: The Movie (1983) Miss Cox  
25. Mysterious Two (1982) (TV) She  

26. Gift of Life, The (1982) (TV) Rosalee Boyer  

27. "Dallas" (1978) TV Series Rebecca Barnes  
28. Mommie Dearest (1981) Mrs. Chadwick  

29. Archer: Fugitive from the Empire, The (1981) (TV)  

30. Competition, The (1980) Mrs. Donellan  
31. Honeysuckle Rose (1980) Rosella Ramsey  

32. "From Here to Eternity" (1980) TV Series  

33. Onion Field, The (1979) Chrissie Campbell  
34. Mom and Dad Can't Hear Me (1978) (TV) Ruth  

35. Mary Jane Harper Cried Last Night (1977) (TV)  

36. Killing Affair, A (1977) (TV) Judge Cudahy  
37. 3,000 Mile Chase, The (1977) (TV) Emma Dvorak  

38. Eleanor and Franklin: White House Yrs (1977) (TV) 

39. Looking for Mr. Goodbar (1977) Mrs. Dunn  
40. Collision Course: Truman vs. MacArthur (1976) (TV)  

41. Nickelodeon (1976) Mabel  

42. Carrie (1976) Mrs. Snell  
43. Great Texas Dynamite Chase, The (1976)  

44. Keegans, The (1976) (TV) Helen Hunter McVey  

45. Big Rip-Off, The (1975) (TV) Lucy Meredith  
46. "Where the Heart Is" (1969) TV Series .  

47. Failing of Raymond, The (1971) (TV) History teacher  

48. Death Takes a Holiday (1971) (TV) Marion Chapman 

 

Carrie has been sent home from school and we have no reason to fear for her since she is away 

from the terror of her classmates. But now that we meet her mother, itôs a whole different story. 

 

Chapter 5 (0:12:36) Carrie return home 

Interior of the house was built on a sound stage at Culver City studios. Three different houses 

were used for this film. 

1.) The real house location in California. 

2.) Full-scale interior of the house made to look like the inside of a church. 

3.) Half-scale model of the exterior of the house, built on an elevator in a field, and used 

for the following; 

a.) when the windows slam shut, 

b.) when the rain is beating against the sides of the house, 

c.) And when the house collapses into the ground. 

 

 0:14:24 Carrieôs Mom hits her The violent cuts by De 

Palma from the over the shoulder shot looking down on 

Carrie to the low angle shots of Mrs. White, establishes 

her dominance over her daughter. 

 

Carrie is more innocent and asexual than the first drafts 

of the script where she was infatuated with Tommy Ross. 

 

Carrieôs home is made to look like a church parsonage, the heavy woodwork, arches, and 

religious symbols everywhere. 

 

0:15:51 Notice the closest door was turned upside down to give the image of the cross by the 

four panels. Notice also the editing and set mistake as the interior of the closest door that we get 

a glimpse of is not the inverted door panel we see on the outside of the closest and then later on 

the interior of the closest. In the overhead shot, you can clearly see the cross, made by the 

positioning of the door. Thus we have Carrie pounding on the cross of Christ pleading for help 

and salvation. Omnipresent shot or Overhead shot in the closest looking down on Carrie, Godôs 

eye looking down on his subject. 
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 0:16:21 Carrie has a date The visible Statue of St. Sebastian, a martyr 

and saint in the Catholic Church, with its positioning and needles stuck 

in it, is foreshadowing of the stabbing of Carrieôs mother at the end of 

the film. The hair on the statue is some of Piper Laurieôs hair which was 

done up for this film. 

 

0:17:39 ñCarrie breaks the mirrorò Carrie breaks the mirror to bring bad 

luck upon her deliberately. She is making a pact with the devil and 

forsaking her motherôs religion. She uses her powers, as she canôt 

express her sexuality. 

 

0:19:06 ñébeautiful.ò Here is an example of the spilt bioptic lens. De 

Palma films both of these characters, Carrie White and Tommy Ross in 

focus, thus we see a link, which foreshadows a relationship or 

connection for these two characters. This is called a Twofer-shot, where 

the camera shot has two actors in the frame. Normally the film shot 

called a Rack focus (Rack Focus - A shot where focus is changed while 

shooting. Unlike a Follow Focus shot, a rack focus shot is usually done 

not from the necessity of keeping someone in focus but to shift attention from one thing to 

another) would be used in this circumstance. A rack focus is when the camera changes or 

ñpullsò focus from one object to another during a shot, also known as a pull focus, or rack 

focus. 

 
 Biography for William Katt 
Date of birth, 16 February 1951, Los Angeles, CA  

Height 5' 10", Spouse Deborah Kahne, Feb. 1981-present, two children  

Education Attended Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa, CA.  

 

William Katt, on the small screen, Katt made his debut as star of the fantasy series "The Greatest 

American Hero" (1981-83), playing a mild-mannered schoolteacher who is endowed with super human 
powers when he dons a special costume. He received kudos for his sensitive portrayal of a retarded 

young man in the TV movie THE RAINMAKER (1982) before co-starring with his mother, Barbara Hale, 

in a series of "Perry Mason" TV movies beginning with PERRY MASON RETURNS (1985) and seven 
follow-ups in which he played Paul Drake, Jr., offspring of Perry's personal private investigator (William Hopper). 

 

Actor - filmography  
1. Instant Karma (2005) Bookie  

2. Nexus (2004)  

3. Firedog (2004) Scout  
4. Molding Clay (2005) Ed Kennedy 

5. Descendant (2003) Dr. Tom Murray  

6. Treading Water (2002)  
7. Snake Island (2002) Malcolm Page  

8. Gentle Ben (2002) (TV) Gittis  

9. Determination of Death (2001) John Logan  
10. Circuit (2001/I) Gino  

11. Learning to Surf (2000)  

12. Clean and Narrow (1999) George  
13. Twin Falls Idaho (1999) Surgeon  

14. Jawbreaker (1999) Mr. Purr  

15. Hyacinth (1998)  
16. Catch Me If You Can (1998) (TV) Jean Benoit  

17. U'bejani (1997) Father Bob  

18. Whacked (1997) Sgt. Niktaukus  
19. Mother Teresa: In the Name of God's Poor (1997)  

20. Rough Riders (1997) (TV) Edward Marshall  

21. Romantic Undertaking (1996) (TV) Richard Tennant  
22. Daddy's Girl (1996/I) Don Mitchell  

23. Devil's Food (1996) (TV) Andrew Burns  
24. Rattled (1996) (TV) Paul Donohue  

25. Sazan aizu seima densetsu (1995) (V)  

26. Piranha (1995) (TV) Paul Grogan  
27. Problem Child 3: Junior in Love (1995) (TV)  

28. "Models Inc." (1994) TV Series Paul Carson (1994)  

29. Americanski Blues (1994) (TV) Dr. Dell Davis  
30. Paper Boy, The (1994) Brian  

31. Tollbooth (1994) Waggy  

32. Stranger by Night (1994) Troy Rooney  
33. Cyborg 3: The Recycler (1994) Decaf  

34. Distant Cousins (1993) Richard Sullivan  

35. Double X: The Name of the Game (1992)  
36. House IV (1992) Roger Cobb  

37. "Good Sports" (1991) TV Series Nick Calder (1991)  

38. Naked Obsession (1991) Franklyn Carlysle  
39. Last Call (1991) Paul Avery  

40. Rebel Storm (1990)  

41. Wedding Band (1990) Marshall Roman 
42. Top of the Hill (1989) (TV) Thomas Bell  

43. "Top of the Hill" (1989) TV Series Thomas Bell Jr.  

44. Swimsuit (1989) (TV) Brian  
45. White Ghost (1988) Steve Shepard  
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46. Perry Mason: Case of the Lady in the Lake (1988) (TV)  

47. Perry Mason: Case of the Avenging Ace (1988) (TV)  
48. Perry Mason: The Scandalous Scoundrel (1987) (TV).  

49. Perry Mason: The Murdered Madam (1987) (TV)  

50. Perry Mason: Case of the Sinister Spirit (1987) (TV)  
51. Perry Mason: The Case of the Lost Love (1987) (TV)  

52. Perry Mason: Case of the Shooting Star (1986) (TV)  

53. Perry Mason: Case of the Notorious Nun (1986) (TV).  
54. House (1986) Roger Cobb  

55. Perry Mason Returns (1985) (TV) Paul Drake Jr.  

56. Baby: Secret of the Lost Legend (1985) George Loomis  
57. Rainmaker, The (1982) (TV) Jimmy Curry  

58. "Greatest American Hero, The" (1981) TV Series  

59. Pippin: His Life and Times (1981) (TV) Pippin 
60. Butch and Sundance: The Early Days (1979) .  

61. Big Wednesday (1978) Jack  

62. First Love (1977) Elgin Smith  
63. Carrie (1976) Tommy Ross  

64. Can Ellen Be Saved? (1974) (TV) Bob  

65. Daughters of Joshua Cabe, The (1972) (TV)  
66. Trackers, The (1971) (TV) Davey  

67. Late Liz, The (1971) Peter Addams  

68. Night Chase (1970) (TV) (as Bill Katt) Marine Private 

 
Biography for Brian DePalma 
Date of birth 11 September 1940, Newark, NJ 

Birth name Brian Russell De Palma, Nickname Bri, Height 5' 11"  

 
Mini biography Brian De Palma is the son of a surgeon. He studied physics but at the same time felt his 

dedication for the movies and made some short films. After seven independent productions he had his first 

success with Sisters (1973) and his voyeuristic style. Restlessly he worked on big projects with the script 
writers Paul Schrader, John Farris and 'Oliver Stone' . He also filmed a novel of Stephen King: Carrie 

(1976). Another important film was Untouchables, The (1987) with a script by David Mamet adapted from 

the TV series. 
 

Spouse Darnell DePalma 1995-1997 divorced, one child, Nacy Allen, 1979-1983 divorced, Gale Anne Hurd 

1991-? Divorced, one child 
Trade mark  

¶ Split screen 

¶ Many Alfred Hitchcock homages, using similar locations and camera techniques. 

¶ The "LONG TAKE" which is usually complimented by a series of elaborate tracking shots or dolly movements 

¶ Has commissioned Hitchcockian compositions for his films, and worked with Bernard Herrmann (a composer who worked a lot with 

Alfred Hitchcock prior to Herrmann's death. 

¶ Dopplegangers (or evil twin), and femme fatales appear frequently in De Palma's films. 

¶ Frequently uses a blonde leading lady (Hitchcock homage) 
Trivia  

¶ De Palma graduated from Friends' Central School, a small Quaker school outside of Philadelphia 
 

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia:  

Once touted as "the American Hitchcock," De Palma remains one of the most controversial filmmakers on the contemporary screen; the merits of 
his work are violently debated by critics and scholars, some of whom believe him a talented craftsman who has successfully synthesized the 

styles of earlier directors, some of whom believe him a manipulative misogynist whose go-for-the-gut style sacrifices the intellectual for the 

visceral. He was educated at Sarah Lawrence College, where theatrical director Wilford Leach was his mentor. De Palma's early features were 
1960s satires; The Wedding Party filmed in 1963, got fitful release in 1969-its only distinction was the casting of young Robert De Niro and Jill 

Clayburgh in leading roles; while Greetings (1968) has dated badly (although it does afford viewers the opportunity to see De Niro cavorting in 

Central Park), his follow-up, Hi, Mom! (1970), still has some punch. The hallucinogenic, cutting Sisters (1973) set the tone for De Palma's 
subsequent features; his Hitchcock homages culminated with Obsession (1976), virtually an uncredited remake of Vertigo that reportedly did not 

please the then living Master of Suspense one whit. (His 1974 Phantom of the Paradise had taken its grand guignol less seriously.) De Palma 

invented the telekinetic-teen horror genre with 1976's Carrie which contains both genuine shocks and clever humor. The Fury (1978) takes the 
premise to the point of ridiculousness but contains some impressive cinematic and specialeffects pyrotechnics.  

 

In 1979 he took a break from high-profile Hollywood filmmaking to teach a master class at his alma mater, Sarah Lawrence, which wound up as 
a feature film-albeit a threadbare one-called Home Movies it starred his then-wife Nancy Allen and Kirk Douglas. 1980's Dressed to Kill De 

Palma's take on Psycho was jolting for both its violence and sexual content. The extreme critical reaction to it convinced him to keep pushing the 

envelope further, resulting in the paranoid conspiracy shocker Blow Out (1981) and Body Double (1984), a thriller set in the porn industry, 
featuring a scene in which a woman is drilled into the floor. He also updated the 1930s gangster classic Scarface (1983) to contemporary Miami, 

with Al Pacino as a profane, drug-crazed Cuban hero. But a gangster comedy, Wise Guys (1986), was an even worse financial failure. Just as his 

career seemed commercially irredeemable, he directed the popular hit The Untouchables (1987) from a script by playwright David Mamet. This 

Prohibition-era morality tale also catapulted lead Kevin Costner to superstardom. De Palma then made the wrenching Vietnam war drama 

Casualties of War (1989), a box-office flop, and a painfully heavy-handed adaptation of Tom Wolfe's popular novel, The Bonfire of the Vanities 

(1990), which left him in dire need of another hit. He returned to familiar territory (with John Lithgow, who'd worked with him twice before) for 
the shocker Raising Cain (1992), and then took on a more ambitious project, with Al Pacino, Carlito's Way (1993).  

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 

 
Master of the psychological thriller, De Palma has consistently demonstrated a fluent, inventive cinematic style. Sometimes criticized as a mere 

imitation of Alfred Hitchcock, De Palma's work, though it pays homage to Hitchcock, differs strikingly in subject matter and technique. Similarly 

criticized for portraying graphic violence, De Palma responds that he is incorporating Eisenstein's theory of montage as conflict, that "film is 
violence." Stylization acts to aesthetically distance De Palma's violence so that it becomes a visual effect rather than a naturalistic detail. 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0071994/
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De Palma began making films as a student, first at Columbia, later at Sarah Lawrence. In the early 60s, a short, WOTAN'S WAKE (1962), won 

him several awards. His first feature films, THE WEDDING PARTY (produced 1966, released 1969), GREETINGS (1968) and HI, MOM! (1970), 
were low-budget affairs, now best known for early screen appearances by Robert De Niro and Jill Clayburgh.  

 

Beginning with his commercial breakthrough, CARRIE (1976), De Palma's work began to deal with recurrent themes and narrative patterns. The 
narrative frame of the dream/nightmare brackets both DRESSED TO KILL (1980) and CASUALTIES OF WAR (1989). Many of his films portray 

a failed attempt to rescue a female character, as most tragically portrayed in BLOW OUT (1981). De Palma's fascination with the dual role of the 

gifted young person as a heroic ideal and outsider is illustrated in CARRIE and THE FURY (1978). A subtext of family romance and oedipal 
conflict underlies the psychological power of De Palma's vision. Such elements as the search for the father, repressed incestual desire and sibling 

rivalry appears in several of his films. The complex narrative structures of OBSESSION (1976) and THE FURY examine these themes with 

particular force. De Palma also explores the dynamics of sadomasochism and voyeurism in BODY DOUBLE (1984), DRESSED TO KILL and 
BLOW OUT. In addition, De Palma explores social and ethical tensions that deconstruct the American mythos. Paranoid conspiracy and power 

politics shape the ethical dilemmas of the young heroes in such works as BLOW OUT and CASUALTIES OF WAR. While De Palma may 

peripherally examine larger social issues of institutional, professional and political corruption, as in SCARFACE (1983), THE UNTOUCHABLES 
(1987) and THE BONFIRE OF THE VANITIES (1990), the director regards himself as an artist and not a polemicist. Even CARRIE, which 

explores the social conformity and cruelty of teenage bonding, essentially parodies itself through De Palma's characteristic black humor.  

 
Although De Palma works primarily in the genre of the psychological thriller, elements of romance, horror and gangster melodramas are explored 

as well. A dept at urban location shooting, De Palma has brought to the screen the visual ambience of such cities as Chicago, New York, 

Philadelphia, New Orleans and Florence. Even CASUALTIES OF WAR, an anomaly in genre and location, nevertheless begins and ends on a San 

Francisco train. De Palma's most important contributions to contemporary cinema lie in his inventive, visually dynamic style. He frequently 

employs such techniques as the stalking, searching camera; the "God's eye" point of view; and an expressively detailed mise-en-scène. A master 

of rhythmic editing, he often opens his films with an extended, viscerally composed sequence. The now-classic prom sequence in CARRIE, with 
its use of the split screen, slow motion and cross cutting, typifies the rich versatility of De Palma's craft. 

 

Director - filmography  
1. Toyer (2004)  

2. Black Dahlia, The (2005)  

3. Femme Fatale (2002)  
4. Bruce Springsteen: The Complete 1978-2000 (2001) (V)  

5. Mission to Mars (2000)  

6. Snake Eyes (1998)  
7. Mission: Impossible (1996)  

8. Carlito's Way (1993)  

9. Raising Cain (1992)  
10. Bonfire of the Vanities, The (1990)  

11. Bruce Springsteen: Video Anthology 1978-1988 (1989)  
12. Casualties of War (1989)  

13. Untouchables, The (1987)  

14. Wise Guys (1986)  
15. Body Double (1984)  

16. Scarface (1983)  

17. Blow Out (1981)  
18. Dressed to Kill (1980)  

19. Home Movies (1979)  

20. Fury, The (1978) (as Brian DePalma)  
21. Carrie (1976)  

22. Obsession (1976)  

23. Phantom of the Paradise (1974)  
24. Sisters (1973)  

25. Get to Know Your Rabbit (1972)  

26. Hi, Mom! (1970)  
27. Dionysus (1970)  

28. Wedding Party, The (1969)  

29. Greetings (1968)  

30. Murder à la Mod (1968)  
31. Responsive Eye, The (1966)  

32. Show Me a Strong Town and I'll Show You a Bank (1966)  

33. Bridge That Gap (1965)  
34. Jennifer (1964)  

35. Woton's Wake (1962)  

36. 660124: The Story of an IBM Card (1961)  
37. Icarus (1960)  

Writer - filmography  

1. Femme Fatale (2002) (written by)  
2. Snake Eyes (1998) (story)  

3. Raising Cain (1992) (written by)  
4. Body Double (1984) (screenplay) (story) (story)  

5. Blow Out (1981) (written by)  

6. Dressed to Kill (1980)  
7. Home Movies (1979) (story)  

8. Obsession (1976) (story)  

9. Phantom of the Paradise (1974)  
10. Sisters (1973) (also story)  

11. Hi, Mom! (1970) (also story)  

12. Wedding Party, The (1969)  
13. Greetings (1968)  

14. Murder à la Mod (1968)  

Producer - filmography  
1. Snake Eyes (1998) (producer)  

2. Bonfire of the Vanities, The (1990) (producer)  

3. Body Double (1984) (producer)  
4. Home Movies (1979) (producer)  

5. Carrie (1976) (producer)  

6. Wedding Party, The (1969) (producer) 
 

Brian De Palma is also attributed to starting many careers for people, including; 1.) Robert De 

Niro, 2.) Jill Clayburg, 3.) Sissy Spacek, 4.) Amy Irving, 5.) Nancy Allen, 6.) John Travolta, 7.) 

Piper Laurieôs return. 

 

Chapter 8 (0:21:31) Detention 

Auditions were done at the same time with Brian De Palma and George Lucas. George Lucas 

was casting Star Wars and De Palma Carrie. Carrie Fisher auditioned for the role of Carrie, but 

received the role of Princess Leia. 
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George Lucas and óDePalma, Brianô held a joint audition for Carrie and Star Wars. Originally, 

Sissy Spacek was cast as Princess Leia, and Carrie Fisher as Carrie. However, Carrie Fisher 

refused to appear in nude scenes, but Spacek was willing to do them. So, they switched parts. 

Also, Amy Irving, who played Sue Snell, originally read for the part of Princess Leia, and 

William Katt, who played Tommy Ross, originally read for the part of Luke Skywalker. 

 

 Sissy Spacekôs big break was with two made for TV movies, Prime 

Cut ô72 and Badlands in ô73. Checking with your credit sheet and you 

will see that she was born Mary Elizabeth Spacek, on December 25, 

1949, in Quitman, TX. That would have made her 27 years old when 

she made this film. She is married to production designer-director Jack 

Fisk and starred in his films RAGGEDY MAN (1981) and VIOLETS 

ARE BLUEé (1986). First cousin of actor Rip Torn. She studied film 

and theatre at the famous Actors Studio in NYC and then the infamous 

Lee Strasberg Theater Institute. So she studied at the best of the best. 

 

Preparing for this audition Sissy Spacek put Vaseline in her hair and wore a dress form the 

movie Badlands, one her mother made for her in the 7
th
 grade. She also became familiar with the 

character by reading the novel. During the filming she stayed alone in her trailer, which she 

decorated with religious books. She didnôt want anything around her to reflect her real life. She 

received an Academy Award Nomination, on your credit sheet for best actor in this film. She did 

receive the Best Actress Award from the national Society of Film Critics. 

 

For her screen test, Sissy Spacek rubbed Vaseline into her hair and didnôt bother to wash her 

face. She also wore a sailor dress (which her mother had made for her when she was in the 

seventh grade) with the hem cut off. 

 
Biography for Sissy Spacek 
Date of birth 25 December 1949, Quitman, TX, Birth name Mary Elizabeth Spacek, Height 5' 2"  

 

Mini biography As a kid, Sissy climbed trees, rode horses, swam, and played in the woods, (other than that, she gave no indication of one day 
becoming an Oscar-winning actress). She was born Mary Elizabeth Spacek on December 25, 1949 in Quitman, Texas. Sissy attended Quitman 

High School; she was homecoming queen (therefore popular, unlike her portrayal in "Carrie" later). After graduating, Sissy pursued an acting 

career. Sissy had a cousin in show business, Rip Torn. She relocated to New York, and through him, she enrolled in the N.Y. Actors Studio. Sissy 
studied acting at the Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute. Sissy also tried modeling and singing, appearing in West Village showcases such as the 

Bitter End for $10 a night. The petite (5'2") Sissy broke into movies; one of Sissy's first films was "Badlands" (1973), art direction by Jack Fisk. 

Onscreen, Sissy and Jack Fisk would do 8 collaborations (Sissy acting, Jack doing film or art direction) together-- offscreen, one can consider 
marriage a lifetime collaboration, they wed in 1974. Sissy's breakout role was in their joint-venture movie "Carrie" (1976), in which she played 

the humiliated prom queen who goes postal with her telekinesis.  

 
Sissy had a long career in TV and movies, even winning the Oscar for Best Actress for "Coal Miner's Daughter" (1980); she seems to take it all in 

stride. Sissy and Jack and their 2 daughters, Schuyler and Madison, live on their large horse ranch in the foothills of Virginia. For the last several 

years, the most important thing for Sissy has just been creating a stable home life for her family. And when Sissy isn't working on a movie, she 
can be seen tooling around town in a pickup, being a mountain mom. 

Spouse Jack Fisk, 1974-present 

Trivia  

¶ Attended Quitman High School in Quitman, Texas. She was a majorette and homecoming queen. 

¶ Attended the Lee Strasburg Institute. 

¶ Measurements: 34B-24-35 (Source: Celebrity Sleuth magazine) 

 
Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia:  

This small, freckle-faced, all American-girl type defied conventional casting-director wisdom to become one of the screen's biggest stars of the 

1970s and 1980s-something that, in Hollywood's glamour-conscious Golden Age, probably wouldn't have happened. Originally interested in a 
career as a singer, Spacek sang at Greenwich Village coffee houses, did background vocals for commercials and even recorded a song, "John, 

You Went Too Far This Time" (under the name Rainbo). She turned to acting, studied at the Lee Strasberg Theatrical Institute, and soon landed 

her first movie role (not counting her work as an extra in Andy Warhol's 1971 Trash in Michael Ritchie's Prime Cut(1972). Spacek, who's never 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000184/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001388/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001411/
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shaken her Texas accent, raised eyebrows as the teenage companion to the mass murderer played by Martin Sheen in Badlands (1973); it was also 

on that film that she met her future husband, art director Jack Fisk. She starred in the little-seen Ginger in the Morning (1973), won critical 
notice-and public attention-in the highly rated TV movie Katherine (1975), then shot to stardom playing the telekinetic teen in the Stephen King 

shocker Carrie (1976), which earned her an Oscar nomination. (She'd first met the film's director, Brian De Palma, while working as a set 

decorator on his 1974 film Phantom of the Paradise Not the easiest actress to cast, she nevertheless found interesting, often challenging roles in 
such films as Welcome to L.A (1977), Robert Altman's 3 Women (also 1977), the telefilm Verna: USO Girl (1978), and Heart Beat (1979, as 

Jack Kerouac's soulmate Carolyn Cassady).  

 
Then she snagged a perfect part in a mainstream hit, playing country music star Loretta Lynn in Coal Miner's Daughter (1980), for which she did 

her own singing. The performance earned her an Academy Award. Her husband directed her in Raggedy Man (1981); then she won Oscar 

nominations for Missing (1982, as the young wife of a missing American in Latin America) and The River (1984, as a farm mother). She was 
effective as the true-life heroine Marie (1985), and after tackling downbeat drama in 'Night Mother and romance in EB (both 1986), she earned 

another Oscar nomination for her uncharacteristic (and quite funny) performance as the ditziest of three eccentric Southern sisters in Crimes of 

the Heart(also 1986). Since then she's focused more on raising a family than maintaining a starring career; her sporadic credits include The Long 
Walk Home (1990), JFK (1991, as Kevin Costner's wife), Hard Promises (also 1991), A Private Matter (1992, telefilm), Trading Mom (1994), 

and A Place for Annie (also 1994, telefilm).  

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 
 

Actress - filmography  

1. Gray Matters (2004)  

2. Nine Lives (2005) Ruth  

3. Ring 2, The (2005) Dr. Emma Temple 

4. Home at the End of the World, A (2004) Alice Glover  
5. Tuck Everlasting (2002) Mae Tuck  

6. Last Call (2002/I) (TV) Zelda Fitzgerald  

7. Midwives (2001) (TV) Sibyl Danforth  
8. In the Bedroom (2001) Ruth Fowler  

9. Songs in Ordinary Time (2000) (TV) Mary Fermoyle 

10. Straight Story, The (1999) Rose 'Rosie' Straight  
11. Blast from the Past (1999) Helen Thomas Webber  

12. Affliction (1997) Marge Fogg  

13. If These Walls Could Talk (1996) (TV) Barbara  
14. Beyond the Call (1996) (TV) Pam O'Brien  

15. "Streets of Laredo" (1995) (mini) TV Lorena Parker  

16. Grass Harp, The (1995) Verena Talbo  
17. Good Old Boys, The (1995) (TV) Spring Renfro  

18. Trading Mom (1994) Mrs. Mommy Martin  
19. Place for Annie, A (1994) (TV) Susan Lansing  

20. Private Matter, A (1992) (TV) .Sherri Finkbine  

21. JFK (1991) Liz Garrison  
22. Hard Promises (1991) Chris  

23. Long Walk Home, The (1990) Miriam Thompson 

24. Crimes of the Heart (1986) Rebeca 'Babe'  

25. 'Night, Mother (1986) Jessie Cates  

26. Violets Are Blue... (1986) Gussie Sawyer  

27. Marie (1985) Marie Ragghianti  
28. River, The (1984) Mae Garvey  

29. Man with Two Brains, The (1983) (voice)  

30. Missing (1982) Beth Horman  
31. Raggedy Man (1981) Nita  

32. Heart Beat (1980) Carolyn Cassady  

33. Coal Miner's Daughter (1980) Loretta Webb/Lynn 
34. Verna: USO Girl (1978) (TV) Verna Vane  

35. 3 Women (1977) Pinky Rose  

36. Welcome to L.A. (1976) Linda Murray  
37. Carrie (1976) Carrie White  

38. Katherine (1975) (TV) Katherine Alman  

39. Migrants, The (1974) (TV) Wanda Trimpin  
40. Ginger in the Morning (1973) Ginger  

41. Badlands (1973) Holly Sargis  
42. Girls of Huntington House, The (1973) (TV) Sara  

43. Prime Cut (1972) Poppy  

44. Trash (1970) Girl extra at bar

 

 

Chapter 9 (0:25:34) Gym Class Detention Exercising 

Piper Laurie was nominated for Best Supporting Actress, but also didnôt win, lost to Beatrice 

Straight in Network; she was also nominated for a Golden Globe Award, but lost to Katherine 

Ross for Voyage of the Damn. 

 

Piper Laurie showed up for the audition dressed as Margaret White. De 

Palma knew he had his actress picked. ñShe was beautiful, but had a sexual 

look to her,ò stated De Palma. ñ(She sure)..Beats a dried up old prune living 

at the top of a hill.ò Perky, lightweight-leading lady of the 1950s whose 

first substantial screen role, in Robert Rossenôs THE HUSTLER (1961), 

earned her an Oscar nomination. Laurie took a break from film to marry 

critic Joseph Morgenstern in 1962, but in recent years she has re-emerged 

as a distinctive character player. Born in 1932, Piper Laurie was 44 years 

old, when she made this film. Most recently she appeared in David Lynchôs 

television series, Twin Peaks. Some of her films are listed on your credit 

sheet. 
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 Biography for Piper Laurie 

Date of birth 22 January 1932. Detroit, Michigan,  
Birth name Rosetta Jacobs, Height 5' 4½"  

 

Mini biography Piper Laurie was born Rosetta Jacobs in Detroit, Michigan, on January 22, 1932, the daughter of a Polish immigrant and his 
Russian-American wife. Her father was a furniture dealer who moved his family to Los Angeles, California, when she was 6-years-old. Rosetta 

was a pretty red-haired little girl, but very shy, so her parents sent her to weekly elocution lessons. In addition to her lessons in Hebrew school, 

she studied acting at a local acting school, and this eventually led to work at Universal Studios. Universal had signed her as a contract player 
when she was only 17-years-old, and changed her screen name to Piper Laurie. She was cast in the movie Louisa (1950), and became very close 

friends with her costar, Ronald Reagan. She was then cast in Baba (1950) with Tony Curtis, Francis Goes to the Races (1951) with Donald 

O'Connor, and Ain't Misbehavin' (1955) with Rory Calhoun.  
 

The studio tried to enhance her image as an ingenue with press releases stating that she took milk baths and ate gardenia petals for lunch. 

Although she was making $2,000 per week, her lack of any substantial roles discouraged her so much that by 1955 when she received another 
script for a Western and 'Another silly part in a silly movie,' she dropped the script in the fireplace, called her agent and told him she didn't care if 

they fired her, jailed her or sued her. From there, she went to New York City to study acting, and worked in live television, starring in The 

Hallmark Hall of Fame version of Twelfth Night, The (1957), Days of Wine and Roses, The (1958) with Cliff Robertson, which debuted on 
Playhouse 90 on October 2, and as Kirsten in the Playhouse 90 version of Winterset (1959).  

 

In 1961, she got the part of Paul Newman's crippled girlfriend in the classic film, Hustler, The (1961). She was nominated for an Academy Award 

for Best Actress for that role of Sarah Packard. That same year, she was interviewed by a writer/reporter for the New York Herald Tribune, 

Joseph Morgenstern. She liked his casual dress and lifestyle, and 9 months later, they were married. When she did not receive any substantial 

acting offers after The Hustler, she retreated with her husband to Woodstock, New York, where she pursued domestic activities such as baking 
(her grandfather's trade) and raising her only daughter, Anne, born in 1971. In 1976, she accepted the role of Margaret White, the eccentric 

religious zealot mother of a shy young psychic girl named Carrie (1976), played by Sissy Spacek. Piper received her second supporting Oscar 

nomination for this role.  
 

She and her husband divorced in 1981, she moved to Southern California and obtained many film and television roles. She got a third Oscar 

nomination for her role as Mrs. Norman in Children of a Lesser God, (1986), and won an Emmy that same year for her acting in Promise (1986) 
(TV), a television movie with James Garner and James Woods. She has appeared in more than 60 films, from 1950 to the present. Ms. Laurie has 

appeared in many outstanding television shows from The Best of Broadway in 1954, to roles on Playhouse 90 in 1956, roles on St. Elsewhere, 

Murder, She Wrote, Matlock, Beauty and the Beast, ER, Diagnosis Murder and Frasier. Her daughter, Anne Grace, has made her a grandmother, 
and though she lives in Southern California, she frequently visits her daughter in New York.  

Spouse Joe Morgenstern, 1962-presnt, one child  

 
Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: Pert, pretty, generally appealing ingenue who, under contract to Universal in the 1950s, 

appeared in innumerable swashbucklers, costume dramas, and sword-andsandal epics, often costarred with Tony Curtis. Rarely given an 
opportunity to display her abundant talent, Laurie got her first really meaty role in The Hustler (1961), playing Paul Newman's girlfriend and 

earning an Oscar nomination in the process. But, having just married, she abruptly retired and was absent from the screen for 15 years. She 

returned with a vengeance as Sissy Spacek's domineering, fanatical mother in Carrie (1976), picking up another Academy Award nomination, and 
launching a new screen career as a major character actress. She's had a handful of meaty supporting roles since then, and even played young Mel 

Gibson's love interest in the Australian-made Tim (1979). She got a third Oscar nod for her supporting role as Marlee Matlin's mother in Children 

of a Lesser God (1986), and won an Emmy for that same year's TV movie Promise with James Garner and James Woods. Laurie appeared as a 
shrewish, scheming villainess in David Lynch's TV series "Twin Peaks" (1990-91), and in "Traps" (1994). OTHER FILMS INCLUDE: 1950: 

Louisa (her first), The Milkman 1951: The Prince Who Was a Thief, Francis Goes to the Races 1952: Has Anybody Seen My Gal?, Son of Ali 

Baba 1953: The Mississippi Gambler, The Golden Blade 1954: Dangerous Mission, Johnny Dark, Dawn at Socorro 1955: Ain't Misbehavin' 
1957: Until They Sail 1977: Ruby 1985: Return to Oz 1987: Distortions 1988: Appointment With Death, Tiger Warsaw 1989: Dream a Little 

Dream 1991: Other People's Money 1993: Rich in Love, Wrestling Ernest Hemingway  

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 
 

Actress - filmography  

1. Eulogy (2004) Charlotte 'Grandma' Collins 
2. Last Brickmaker in America, The (2001) (TV)  

3. Possessed (2000) (TV) Aunt Hanna 

4. "Partners" (1999/I) TV Series Roberta Stahler  
5. Mao Game, The (1999) Ida Highland  

6. Inherit the Wind (1999) (TV) Sarah Brady  

7. Palmer's Pick Up (1999) Evangelist  
8. Faculty, The (1998) Mrs. Karen Olson  

9. St. Patrick's Day (1997) MaryPat Donnelly  

10. Alone (1997/I) (TV) Lillie Dawson  
11. Christmas Memory, A (1997) (TV) Jennie  

12. Intensity (1997) (TV) Miriam Braynard  

13. In the Blink of an Eye (1996) (TV) Kay Trafero  
14. Road to Galveston (1996) (TV) Wanda Kirkman  

15. Crossing Guard, The (1995) Helen Booth  

16. Grass Harp, The (1995) Dolly Talbo  
17. Fighting for My Daughter (1995) (TV) Judge Edna  

18. Shadows of Desire (1994) (TV) Ellis Snow  

19. "Traps" (1994/I) TV Series Cora Trapchek  

20. Wrestling Ernest Hemingway (1993)Georgia  
21. Love, Lies & Lullabies (1993) (TV) Margaret  

22. Trauma (1993) Adriana Petrescu  

23. Rich in Love (1993) Vera Delmage  
24. Storyville (1992) Constance Fowler  

25. Other People's Money (1991) Bea Sullivan  

26. Rising Son (1990/I) (TV) Martha Robinson  
27. "Twin Peaks" (1990) TV Series Catherine Packard  

28. Twin Peaks (1990) (TV) Catherine Martell 

29. Mother, Mother (1989) Martha Cousins  
30. Dream a Little Dream (1989) Gena Ettinger  

31. Go Toward the Light (1988) (TV) Margo  

32. Tiger Warsaw (1988) Frances Warsaw  
33. Appointment with Death (1988) Emily Boynton  

34. Distortions (1987) Margot Caldwell  

35. Promise (1986) (TV) Annie Gilbert  
36. Children of a Lesser God (1986) Mrs. Norman  

37. Toughlove (1985) (TV) Darlene Marsh  
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38. Love, Mary (1985) (TV) Christine Groda  

39. "Tender Is the Night" (1985) (mini) TV  
40. Return to Oz (1985) Aunt Em Blue  

41. "Thorn Birds, The" (1983) (mini) TV  

42. Mae West (1982) (TV) Matilda West  
43. Macbeth (1981) (V) Lady Macbeth  

44. Bunker, The (1981) (TV) Magda Goebbels  

45. "Skag" (1980) TV Series Jo Skagska  
46. Skag (1980) (TV) Jo Skagska 

47. Tim (1979) Mary Horton  

48. Rainbow (1978) (TV) Ethel Gumm  
49. In the Matter of Karen Ann Quinlan (1977) (TV)  

50. Ruby (1977) Ruby Claire  

51. Woman's Rebel, A (1976) (TV) Margaret Sanger  
52. Carrie (1976) Margaret White 

53. Hustler, The (1961) Sarah Packard 

54. Until They Sail (1957) Delia Leslie  

55. Kelly and Me (1957) Mina Van Runkel  

56. Ninth Day, The (1956) (TV)  
57. Road That Led Afar, The (1956) (TV)  

58. Ain't Misbehavin' (1955) Sarah Hatfield  

59. Smoke Signal (1955) Laura Evans  
60. Dawn at Socorro (1954) Rannah Hayes  

61. Johnny Dark (1954) Liz Fielding  

62. Dangerous Mission (1954) Louise Graham  
63. Golden Blade, The (1953) Princess Khairuzan  

64. Mississippi Gambler, The (1953) Angelique 'Leia'  

65. Son of Ali Baba (1952) Kiki  
66. Has Anybody Seen My Gal? (1952) Millicent  

67. No Room for the Groom (1952) Lee Kingshead  

68. Prince Who Was a Thief, The (1951) Tina  
69. Francis Goes to the Races (1951) Frances Travers  

70. Milkman, The (1950) Chris Abbott  

71. Louisa (1950) Cathy Norton 
 

This marks Amy Irvingôs first full-length feature film. She is no stranger to the industry as she is 

the daughter of director/producer Jules Irving and actress Pricilla Pointer. 

 

Amy Irving held the leading role in Brian De Palmaôs film The Fury ô78. She received the 

nomination for the Best Supporting actress award for her role in Yentel ô83 with Barbara 

Streisand. She dubbed the singing voice for Jessica Rabbit in Who Framed Roger Rabbit ô88, 

produced by her former husband Steven Spielberg. Hide and Seek (2002) with Dakota Fanning 

and Traffic in (2000). 

 
Biography for Amy Irving 

Date of birth 10 September 1953, Palo Alto, CA, Height 5' 4" 
Spouse Steven Spielberg, 1985-1989, divorced, one child, Bruno Barreto 1996-? 

 
Trivia  

¶ Her prenuptial agreement with filmmaker Steven Spielberg netted her an estimated cool $100m when the couple split in 1989. 

¶ When she reprised her role from Carrie (1976) as Sue Snell in Rage: Carrie 2, The (1999), Irving can be seen banging on the door of 

the ill-fated party to be allowed in. She did the same thing in the original film in which her character is 

banging on the door of the gym to be let in during the famous bloodletting prom scene. 

¶ Has a son, Max, with Steven Spielberg. 

 
Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia:  

This girlishly beautiful actress, with captivating blue eyes, launched a starring career in the late 1970s that never 

quite came to fruition. If anything, she's fared better on Broadway in a number of well-received performances, 
though she's impressed moviegoers with her work in such films as Carrie (1976, as a semi-sympathetic coed), The 

Fury (1978), Voices (1979, as a deaf woman), The Competition (1980, as a concert pianist), Honeysuckle Rose 

(also 1980), and Micki + Maude (1984). She was Oscar-nominated for her supporting role in Barbra Streisand's 
Yentl (1983), but got her best opportunities some years later in Crossing Delancey (1988, as a slightly eccentric 

New York bookseller) and A Show of Force (1990, as a TV reporter investigating political corruption in Puerto 

Rico).  
 

Two of her most vivid performances were unseen by audiences: as the singing voice of sexy Jessica Rabbit in Who 

Framed Roger Rabbit (1988) and as a not dissimilar character in An American Tail: Fievel Goes West (1991). Irving's parents are actress Priscilla 
Pointer and acting teacher Jules Irving. She worked with her mother in 1987's Rumpelstiltskin which was directed by her brother David Irving. 

She was married for several years to director Steven Spielberg. 
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Actress - filmography  

1. Hide and Seek (2005) Alison 
2. Tuck Everlasting (2002) Mother Foster  

3. Thirteen Conversations About One Thing (2001)  

4. Traffic (2000) Barbara Wakefield  
5. Bossa Nova (2000) Mary Ann 

6. Blue Ridge Fall (1999) Ellie  

7. Rage: Carrie 2, The (1999) Sue Snell  
8. Confession, The (1999) Sara Fertig  

9. "Stories from My Childhood" (1998) TV Series  

10. One Tough Cop (1998) FBI Agent Jean Devlin  

11. Deconstructing Harry (1997) Jane  

12. I'm Not Rappaport (1996) Clara Gelber  
13. Carried Away (1996) Rosealee Hensen  

14. Kleptomania (1995) Diana Allen  

15. Twilight Zone: Rod Serling's Lost Classics (1994) (TV)  
16. Benefit of the Doubt (1993) Karen Braswell  

17. American Tail: Fievel Goes West, An (1991) (voice)  

18. Turn of the Screw, The (1990) (TV) The Governess  
19. Show of Force, A (1990) Kate Melendez 

20. Nightmare Classics (1989) (TV)  

21. Casualties of War (1989) (uncredited)  
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22. Crossing Delancey (1988) Isabelle Grossman  

23. Who Framed Roger Rabbit (1988) (voice)  
24. She's Having a Baby (1988) (uncredited) Cameo  

25. Rumpelstiltskin (1987) Katie  

26. Heartbreak House (1986) (TV) Ellie Dunn  
27. Anastasia: The Mystery of Anna (1986) (TV) Anna  

28. Micki + Maude (1984) Maude Salinger  

29. "Far Pavilions, The" (1984) (mini) TV Series  
30. Yentl (1983) Hadass  

31. Competition, The (1980) Heidi Joan Schoonover  

32. Honeysuckle Rose (1980) Lily Ramsey  

33. Voices (1979) Rosemarie Lemon  
34. Fury, The (1978) Gillian Bellaver  

35. I'm a Fool (1976) (TV)  

36. "Once an Eagle" (1976) (mini) TV Series Emily  
37. Carrie (1976) Sue Snell  

38. Panache (1976) (TV) Anne  

39. Dynasty (1976/I) (TV) Amanda Blackwood  
40. James Dean (1976) (TV) Norma Jean 

 
Nancy Allen, born June 24, 1950, 26 years old, began her acting career at the age of 15, in 

television commercials. She is a graduated from the high school of Performing Arts in New York 

City. Her film debut was in 1973 The Last Detail, with Jack Nicholson. In 1980 she married 

Brian De Palma, and then divorced him in 1982. Checking your credit sheet you will no doubt 

notice that she stars in numerous films by De Palma. She is probably familiar to you from the 

1987 Robocop series. 

 
 Biography for Nancy Allen 
Date of birth 24 June 1950, NY, NY, Height 5' 6"  

Spouse Brian DePalma, 1979-1983, divorced, Craig Shoemaker 1992-present 

Education: Trained for a dancing career at the High School of Performing Arts, Attended Jose 
Quintanos School for Young Professionals  

 

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: As the sexy blond high-school heartbreaker 
in , Carrie (1976), Allen attracted attention not only from fans but from the film's director, Brian De 

Palma, who married her. He later showcased her comic talents in his Home Movies (1979), subjected 

her to a slasher in Dressed to Kill (1980), and entangled her in mayhem for Blow Out (1981). Allen, 
who started out in TV commercials, got her first break in The Last Detail (1973), and after Carrie 

landed lively roles in I Wanna Hold Your Hand (1978) and Steven Spielberg's 1941 (1979). But her 

divorce from De Palma seems to have also separated her from good movies, and her lackluster 
performances have belied the promise she showed early on.  

OTHER FILMS INCLUDE: 1983: Strange Invaders 1984: Not for Publication, The Philadelphia 

Experiment 1987: RoboCop; 1988: Poltergeist III 1990: RoboCop 2 1993: RoboCop 3  
Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 

 

Actress - filmography  
1. Quality Time (2004) Linda Savage  

2. Circuit (2001/I) Louise 

3. Kiss Toledo Goodbye (1999) Madge  
4. Children of the Corn 666: Isaac's Return (1999) (V)  

5. Secret of the Andes (1999) Brenda  

6. Out of Sight (1998) Midge  
7. Pass, The (1998) Shirley Duprey  

8. Against the Law (1997) Maggie Hewitt  

9. Dusting Cliff 7 (1996) Anna Bishop  
10. Man Who Wouldn't Die, The (1995) (TV) Jessie  

11. Patriotes, Les (1994) Catherine Pelman  

12. Acting On Impulse (1993) (TV) Cathy Thomas  
13. RoboCop 3 (1993) Officer Anne Lewis  

14. Memories of Murder (1990) (TV)  

15. Robocop 2 (1990) Anne Lewis 
16. Limit Up (1989) Casey Falls  

17. Poltergeist III (1988) Patricia Wilson-Gardner  
18. Sweet Revenge (1987) Jillian Grey  

19. RoboCop (1987) Officer Anne Lewis  

20. Gladiator, The (1986) (TV) Susan Neville  
21. Buddy System, The (1984) Carrie  

22. Not for Publication (1984) Lois  

23. Philadelphia Experiment, The (1984) Allison Hayes  
24. Strange Invaders (1983) Betty Walker  

25. Blow Out (1981) Sally  

26. Dressed to Kill (1980) Liz Blake 
27. Home Movies (1979) Kristina  

28. 1941 (1979) Donna Stratton  

29. I Wanna Hold Your Hand (1978) Pam Mitchell  
30. Carrie (1976) Chris Hargensen  

31. Forced Entry (1975) Hitch Hiker  

32. Last Detail, The (1973) Nancy 
33. Money In My Pocket (1962) 

 

Chapter 10 (0:26:50) Looking up her Powers 

Insert your personal teacher stories here, if you are old enough to know any from the ó70ôs:  

¶ Class motto for the graduating class of 1977: Thank Heaven for ó77 

¶ Card Catalog, used in libraries prior to computers 

¶ High school teachers didnôt swear in school, that was reserved for the college teachers 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0070290/


Literature to Film lecture on Carrie (1976) 

Compiled by Dr. Jay Seller 

 

15 Primary source directorôs commentary by Brian DePalma, compiled and copyright © 2004 by Jay Seller, Ph.D. 

 

 

¶ No co-ed PE classes, proper school gym clothing was required, most PE uniforms were 

reversible, no swimsuits on Fridays, required jock straps with instructors checking, 

required showers 

¶ Corporal punishment allowed and practiced, English story 

 

Telekinesis, thought to be the ability to move objects with oneôs mind. 

 

Chapter 11 (0:29:32) Track practice 

Sexual manipulation. 

 

Chapter 12 (0:30:08) Cruising with John Travolta 

John Travolta, born Feb. 18, 1954, was 22 years old when he made this film. This marks his film 

debut in Carrie. He started out his career as Vinnie Barbarino in the television series, Welcome 

Back, Kotter (ABC, 1975-79). Some of his films are listed on your credit sheet. An interesting 

side note about John Travolta, he auditioned with Melanie Griffith, but she refused to kiss a guy 

she didnôt know. So Brain De Palma told her to get out of the auditions. 

 

John Travolta drives a 1967 Chevelle SS 396 hardtop in this film, and in Pulp Fiction (1994), he 

drove a 1964 Chevelle Malibu convertible. 

 
 Biography of John Travolta 

Date of birth18 February 1954, Englewood, New Jersey, Birth name John Joseph Travolta  

Nickname Bone Height 6' 2"  
 

Mini biography John Travolta first gained fame as the swaggering Vinnie Barbarino on the TV series 

"Welcome Back, Kotter" (1975). In 1977, he parlayed his teeny-bopper fame into a big-screen career with 
the disco blockbuster Saturday Night Fever (1977). He languished in light dramas and TV movies in the 

1980s, but started a comeback in 1989 with Look Who's Talking (1989). He further resuscitated his career 

with an Oscar nomination for his role as a heavyset sympathetic hitman in Pulp Fiction (1994) in 1994.  

 

Mini biography One of six children born to Helen and Salvatore Travolta, John Travolta grew up in 
Englewood, New Jersey. His father owned a tire repair shop in Englewood. John appeared in a local 

production of "Who'll Save the Plowboy?" His mother enrolled him in a drama school in New York, 

where he studied voice, dancing, and acting. He decided to combine all three of these skills and become a 
musical comedy performer. At 16, John landed his first professional job in a summer stock production of 

the musical "Bye Bye Birdie." John Travolta quit school at 16 and moved to New York. He worked 

regularly in summer stock and on TV commercials. When work was scarce in New York, he went to Hollywood and appeared in minor roles in 
several series.  

 

A role in the national touring company of the hit fifties musical "Grease" brought him back to New York. An opening in the New York 
production of "Grease" gave John his first Broadway role at age 18. After "Grease", John became a member of the company of the Broadway 

show "Over Here," which starred the famed Andrews Sisters. After 10 months in "Over Here," John decided to try Hollywood once again. Once 

in Hollywood, John had no trouble getting roles in numerous TV shows. He was seen on "The Rookies," "Emergency," and "Medical Center." 
and also made a movie, "Devil's Rain." "Devil's Rain" was made in New Mexico. The day he returned to Hollywood from New Mexico, John was 

called to an audition for a new situation comedy series ABC was planning to produce called "Welcome Back, Kotter." John got the part of Vinnie 

Barbarino and the series went on the air during the 1975 fall season.  
 

Spouse Kelly Preston, 1991-present, one son, one daughter 

Trade mark Cleft Chin.  
 

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: This good-humored hunk burst onto the scene as teen heartthrob Vinnie Barbarino of 

TV's "Welcome Back, Kotter" (1975-79). Travolta, a high school dropout (from an acting family) who acted in summer stock before touring in 
"Grease" and on Broadway in the Andrews Sisters' "Over Here!" all but stole the sitcom from nominal star Gabe Kaplan with his characterization 

of a dull-witted high-school wise guy. His beaming smile, cleft chin, and wavy dark hair-not to mention his insouciant manner and casual 

sensuality-made him a favorite of adolescent girls (and, ostensibly, male underachievers as well), and he stayed close to the character in some of 
his early movies: Carrie (1976), Grease (1978, based on the Broadway musical), and, in a more serious vein, Saturday Night Fever (1977), which 

earned him an Oscar nomination as the white-suited disco hustler. But that triumph was also (it turns out) Travolta's career peak. Moment by 

Moment (1978) was an unmitigated fiasco. Urban Cowboy (1980) was a fine film, but not the hit its studio expected.  
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Brian De Palma's Blow Out (1981) marked the beginning of Travolta's lengthy eclipse, and Staying Alive (1983), a follow-up to Saturday Night 

Fever was a transparent-and ill-fated-attempt to replicate the original's success. Two of a Kind (also 1983) reunited him with Grease costar Olivia 
Newton-John in an embarrassing comedy-fantasy flop. Travolta, who'd always been an engaging personality if not a particularly skillful actor, 

was positively ludicrous as an investigative reporter in Perfect (1985, written and directed by Urban Cowboy's James Bridges), and its indifferent 

reception sent him into a self-imposed exile for several years. His first comeback effort, The Experts (1989), barely got released, but Look Who's 
Talking (also 1989), which cast him as a garrulous but good-hearted cabbie who helps Kirstie Alley raise her illegitimate child, surprised 

everyone and became one of the year's top hits. He returned to TV to appear in a Robert Altman production of "The Dumbwaiter" (1987), then 

appeared in Chains of Gold (also 1987, which went direct to video), Look Who's Talking Too, Shout (both 1991), and Look Who's Talking Now 
(1993). Just when Hollywood had written Travolta off, he made a spectacular comeback as hit man Vincent Vega in Pulp Fiction (1994) and 

earned a Best Actor Oscar nomination. He followed with Get Shorty (1995). Travolta was once involved with actress Diana Hyland, with whom 

he appeared in the 1976 TV movie The Boy in the Plastic Bubble In 1989 he married Kelly Preston, his costar in The Experts  
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Actor - filmography  
1. Be Cool (2005) Chili Palmer 

2. 2004: A Light Knight's Odyssey (2004) (TV) (voice)  

3. Love Song for Bobby Long, A (2004)  
4. Ladder 49 (2004) Chief Kennedy  

5. Punisher, The (2004) Howard Saint  

6. Basic (2003) Hardy  

7. Domestic Disturbance (2001) Frank Morrison  

8. Swordfish (2001) Gabriel Shear  

9. Lucky Numbers (2000) Russ Richards  
10. Battlefield Earth: A Saga of the Year 3000 (2000)  

11. Our Friend, Martin (1999) (V) (voice) Kyle's Dad  

12. General's Daughter, The (1999) Warr. Off. Paul  
13. Civil Action, A (1998) Jan Schlichtmann  

14. Thin Red Line, The (1998) Brig. Gen. Quintard  

15. Primary Colors (1998) Governor Jack Stanton  
16. Mad City (1997) Sam Baily  

17. Face/Off (1997) Sean Archer/Castor Troy  

18. She's So Lovely (1997) Joey  
19. Michael (1996) Michael  

20. Phenomenon (1996) George Malley  

21. Broken Arrow (1996) Maj. Vic Deakins  
22. Get Shorty (1995) Chili Palmer  

23. White Man's Burden (1995) Louis Pinnock  
24. Pulp Fiction (1994) Vincent Vega  

25. Look Who's Talking Now (1993) James Ubriacco  

26. Shout (1991) Jack Cabe  
27. Eyes of an Angel (1991) Bobby  

28. Chains of Gold (1991) (TV) Scott Barnes  

29. Look Who's Talking Too (1990) James Ubriacco 

30. Experts, The (1989) Travis  

31. Look Who's Talking (1989) James Ubriacco  

32. Basements (1987) (TV) Ben  
33. Perfect (1985) Adam Lawrence  

34. Staying Alive (1983) Tony Manero  

35. Two of a Kind (1983) Zack  
36. Blow Out (1981) Jack  

37. Urban Cowboy (1980) Buford 'Bud' Uan Davis 

38. Moment by Moment (1978) Strip Harrison  
39. Grease (1978) Danny Zuko  

40. Saturday Night Fever (1977) Tony Manero  

41. Boy in the Plastic Bubble, The (1976) (TV) . 
42. Carrie (1976) Billy Nolan  

43. "Welcome Back, Kotter" (1975) TV Series  

44. Tenth Level, The (1975) (TV)  
45. Devil's Rain, The (1975) Danny 

 

Chapter 13 (0:33:06) Making out in Billyôs Car 

Larry D. Cohen is the author of the screen play for Carrie. Throughout the 1970s, he engineered 

a series of schlock but thoroughly entertaining films, including the blaxploitation installment 

BLACK CAESAR (1973), the cult horror film about a man-eating baby, IT'S ALIVE! (1974), 

followed by two sequelsðand the biopic THE PRIVATE FILES OF J. EDGAR HOOVER 

(1977). In the 1980s, Cohen continued to develop his cinematic prowess, turning out a new series 

of low-budget, self-conscious pictures, most notably the science-fiction/cop thriller Q (1982). 

 

First time 20
th
 Century Fox read the script turned it down immediately as they thought it was all 

about a girl who gets her period and is filled with blood for 2 ½ hours. United Artists instantly 

picked it up. They were uncertain about De Palma, but picked him up after seeing Obsessions. 

 

Chapter 14 (0:36:08) Carrie Being asked Out 

Originally the budget for the film was 1.6 million dollars and they shot it in 50 days for a total 

expenditure of 1.8 million. Carrie did win the Grand Prize at the Avarice Horror Film Festival in 

France. In the United States Carrie, has grossed over 50 million dollars. 

 

Film Critic Pauline Kaer, of the New Yorker Magazine described the plot in Carrie as 

ñbeautiful.ò It is rare in a horror film that we truly understand the leading character and the havoc 

or horror that they inflect on the world. As a result, in Carrie, director Brian De Palma does just 
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the opposite during the final climatic scene; the audiences are able to understand the actions 

taken by Carrie.  

 

Chapter 15 (0:39:09) PE Office 

Aspect of sex, manipulation, introduced her by De Palma. Sueôs guilty about ridiculing Carrie in 

the locker room gets her to prompt her boyfriend to take Carrie and not herself to the prom. In 

the book this scene happens after they have had sex in the back seat of Tommyôs car. In the 

scene with the TV, Sue ignores Tommy until he agrees to take Carrie to the prom; we know what 

his reward will be. Like Sue, Chris also uses sex to manipulate Billy.  In both cases sex is the 

boyfriendôs reward. The sexual revolution was in the 1970ôs, but it was not at the high school 

level, where 85% of high school graduates were still virgins. 

 

 Stephen King was born on September 21, 1947, in Portland, 

Maine. The book takes place in Maine, which of course makes 

sense, considering Kings origins. However, the movie takes place 

in Southern California. Kingôs father deserted his family when 

Stephen King was 2 years old and never heard form him. 

 

This was the first Stephen King novel adapted into a movie. 

 

Chapter 16 (0:41:40) Tommy asks Carrie out, while visiting her 

home 

King spent part of his childhood in Duram, attending a one-room school with four other children. 

He received a scholarship to attend the University of Maine, where he received his Bachelors 

Degree in English. 

 

While attending the U of M, he met his wife Tabatha. His first novel Carrie is dedicated to his 

wife. They got married after their graduation. Kingôs first four attempts to publish Carrie, the 

novel was rejected, as he and his wife lived in a rented trailer propped up on cinder blocks. King 

worked at a laundry mat and got a job teaching at the Hampden Academy in Maine. He 

published several short stories in magazines. 

 

He began writing Carrie, in 1972. Some of his other films are listed on the credit sheet, but 

almost everyone in America can name at least four of his films. 

 

Stephen King turns over his books for movies and has 

no say in the finished product. He feels he is known as 

a publicist and that the films are like small children that 

he must let grow up on their own. However, he was 

very pleased with Carrie. Stephen King didnôt start 

making cameo appearances in his movies until Pet 

Cemetery played the role of the minister. 

 

Stephen King said, ñéin the terms of horror films, 

Carrie is the best of them all.ò 

 


