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Boys Donôt Cry, 1999  
R- Rated 

116 Minutes 

Released 1999 

Presented by Fox Searchlight Pictures 

 
Nominated for Best Actress, Hilary Swank 

Nominated for Best Supporting Actress, Chloe Sevigny 

Golden Globe Best Actress, Hilary Swank 
Golden Globe Best Supporting Actress, Chloe Sevigny 

Los Angeles Film Critics Association Best Supporting Actress, Chloe Sevigny 

Los Angeles Film Critics Association Best Actress, Hilary Swank 
 

Cast 

Brandon Teena Hilary Swank 
Lana Tisdel Chloe Sevigny 

John Lotter Peter Sarsgaard 

Tom Nissen Brendan Sexton III 
Candace Alicia Goranson 

Kate Alison Folland 

Lana‘s Mom Jeannetta Arnette 
Brian Rob Campbell 

Lonny Matt McGarth 

Nicole Cheyenne Rushing 
Trucker Robert rentiss 

Kwik  Stop Cashier Josh Ridgway 

Trucker in Kwik Stop Craig Erickson 
April  Stephanie Sechrist 

Judge Jerry Haynes 

Sheriff  Lou Perryman 
Pam Lisa Wilson 

Sam Phillips Jackson Kane 

Tom Joseph Gibson 
Nerdy Teen Michael Tripp 

Girl in Car Shana McClendon 

Nurse Libby Vi llari 
Dave (Deputy) Paige Carl Griggs 

Clerk Gail Cronauer 

 
Credits 

Director Kimberly Pierce 

Stunt Coordinator Russell Towery & Ben Loggins 
Stunts Tim Buchanan, Jeramy Hill, Diane Towery 

Additional Dialogue Laurie Weeks 
Executive Music Producer Jim Dunbar 

Executive in Charge of Production for Killer Films Katie Roumel 

Executive in Charge of Production for Hart Sharp Rachel Peters 

Production Manager Jamie H. Zelermyer 

First Assistant Director Jeanine Rohn, Jim Laclair 

Second Assistant Director Alfie Kiernan 
Second Second Asistant Director W. Alex Korp 

Time Laspe Photography DP John Pirozzi 

First Assistant Camera Claire Cario 
Second Assistant Camera Rhett Bakke 

Loader Nathan O‘Neal 

Additional Camera Assistants Paul Armstrong, Chris Reynolds 
Stills Photographer Bill Matlock 

Script Supervisor Pamela Richardson 

Production Sound Mixer Mark Melson, CAS 
Boom Operator Alex A. Herrera 

Sound Intern Jeremy Brill 

 

Chapter 1 (0:00:29) The New Boy (Main Titles) 

Kimberley Pierce pick-up the Village Voice in April of 1994, in 

NYC and read the story of Teena Brandon. A lot of the stories 

surrounding Teena Brandon were sensationalized by the media and 

the crimes that were committed against her. 

 

Does Kimberly Peirce, writer and director of Boys Donôt Cry, 

believe her film is true to the real story of Teena Brandon? 

Kimberly Peirce said that she is aware that she took dramatic 

liberties with the film. One of these liberties includes the exclusion of 
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the second witness, who was also murdered at the scene. 

 
Biography for Kimberly Peirce 

Birthdate, September 8, 1967 
Stop Loss (2008) 

Trivia Kimberly Peirce has a B.A. in English and Japanese literature from University of Chicago and an M.F.A. in film from Columbia 

University. She lived in Japan for two years and worked as a photographer, and has written magazine articles about film. 
Graduated from Miami Sunset High School in Miami, Florida and is a former classmate of comedian Mark Ginzo 

 

Two characteristics of Independent Films, (1) works on a smaller budget, (2) faster film time 

table. 

 

The first choice the director had to make was how to present the story of Brandon, for that was 

the character that she originally fell in love with. In the real life story no one was able to fall in 

love with Brandon, because of Teena‘s presence. So what do you show the audience first the boy 

or the girl? 

 

So as we start here, we start with the fantasy of Brandon. This is how he sees himself. We don‘t 

start with the boy, and we don‘t start with the girl, but the fantasy. The director, Kimberley, felt 

that this would be the way to bring the audience deeply in to the story a quickly as possible. 

 

If you look at all of our favorite films, you have about a minute and a half to do anything you 

want, in the beginning of a movie. You can even get into the fantasy of the characters in this time 

frame, and the audience will stay with you. This opens up the landscape to take the audience 

anywhere you want to. Think about the Wizard of Oz, how it opens up with the heavens and then 

brings you down to the Kansas Farmhouse. 

 

This is also where the casting begins. You knew that you needed to start in a Trailer Park, 

because that is where Teena lives, and so we start out with the first night that she dressed up as a 

boy. You couldn‘t start with her as a girl, because then we start with two stories, (1) the first a 

story of transformation, like Jekyll and Hyde, or Cinderella, and then we would never get into 

the (2) love story. The love story is the heart of the movie; it is the point in which everybody can 

enter. There are two stories to tell here, (1) transformation and (2) the love story. 

 
Biography for Hilary Swank 
Birth name Hilary Ann Swank  

Height 5' 7"  

 
Mini biography Hilary was discovered as a child by producer Suzy Sachs, who coached her in acting. 

When she was nine years old she starred in her first play as "Mowgli" in "The Jungle Book." She 

began to appear regularly in local theater and school plays. She went to school in Bellingham, where 
she lived with her family, until she was 16. She competed in the Junior Olympics and Washington 

State championships in swimming; she ranked 5th in the state in all-around gymnastics (which would 

come in handy for starring in Next Karate Kid, The (1994) years later). In 1990, Hilary and her mother 
moved to Los Angeles, where she enrolled in South Pasadena High School, and started acting 

professionally. She appeared in Buffy the Vampire Slayer" (1992) but Next Karate Kid, The (1994) 

where she got the part competing against hundreds of other actresses was her breakout role. Ever since 
then she has been much in demand, and has worked non-stop in movies. She won the Best Actress 

Oscar for Boys Don't Cry (1999). Off-screen, she married Chad Lowe on September 28, 1997. An 

aficionado for anything that involves the outdoors, she enjoys: sky diving, river rafting, and skiing. 
Spouse Chad Lowe 1997-2007 

 

Trivia  

 Cut off all of her hair and lived as a boy for 1 month to prepare her for her role as Teena 

Brandon in Boys Don't Cry (1999). 
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 Has been acting professionally since she was 16. 

 Discovered as a young child actor by Producer, Suzy Sachs. 

 Mother Judy Swank moved with her to LA area at age 16, where, impoverished for a while, they lived out of their car. 

 Earned $75 a day for Boys Don't Cry 

 

Salary Boys Don‘t Cry, $3,000 

 

So we start with the first night of Brandon dressing up as a boy, something he has wanted to do 

all his life. The key in casting is to find someone who can actually pull this off, someone who 

can pass as much as Brandon, as Brandon did. Someone who isn‘t a star, but is a great actor, we 

need the audience to believe that Brandon is a boy.  

 

It took three years and over 1,000 girls auditioning, before the director found this beautiful 

androgynous actress Hilary Swank.  

 

They attempted to establish a shot that you were walking into the landscape of your fantasy 

(Fantasy Landscape). It is a three shot structure that is repeated in The Wizard of Oz, 1) a shot of 

the character, 2) a shot of the landscape, and 3) the character moving into the landscape and us 

moving through that landscape with them. Think about the scene where Dorothy walks into 

Munchkin land, right after her house has landed on the wicked Witch of the East.  

 

Now hopefully you are in every ones fantasy, looking into the mirror feeling great about yourself 

and your appearance. That escape world that no matter how dangerous it may be, you can go 

after what you want which is the girl. There was another song in here at this point, which was 

Boston‘s Just what I needed, More than a Feeling. But they couldn‘t afford it; they wanted close 

to a million bucks to use the song. So you get the sound track of the CARS. The song is a little 

hard and what they have done is a technique called ―soaking it‖, where they add a lot of reverb to 

the song and it comes out a little softer and romantic.  

 

Take the sound out and let it echo in the minds of the audience, as they are both now pulled into 

the fantasy. Then we come back to the shot of Brandon and add the song back in, which is much 

harder, then they throw it back in to reverb and soak it, as it echoes out it to the future that 

Brandon walks into. 

 

We are ending the title sequence; let‘s review what has 

happened so far. We have been brought into the dream of 

Brandon, we have been brought into the birth of Brandon, 

we have gone inside the skating rink, you‘ve had the first 

kiss, which has hopefully suggested that something 

dangerous is coming, and the title sequence is over. You 

go up to the heavens and you sit back and it is time for the 

movie to begin. 

 

Chapter 2 (0:05:23) Lincoln, Nebraska 1993 

About a year has passed and all hell is breaking lose. You 

cut to running in the rain and who is it, it is Brandon and 
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the people who are chasing him are all the boys who are the brothers of sisters he has dated and 

they are all mad at him. And they are all out to get him.  

 

All of the guys outside of the door where created in post-production, because really you cannot 

record and film anyone running through the rain and screaming. You are listing to seven tracks 

and it is the sound editors who providing the voices of the guys outside of the door. It was all 

constructed after the fact, in post-production stage of the film making process. There were a few 

more scenes involving Brandon, but what they had to establish as quickly as possible was to get 

Brandon in enough trouble to get him kicked out of Lincoln and on his way.  

 

0:07:00 Alicia Goranson playing the role of Candice, had originally came in for Brandon, and 

she played a ‗dumb fuck‘ Brandon and it was hilarious and the director said you 

just have to be in the movie. It was after a lot of consideration that they decided 

to cast her as Candace. She is a graduate of Vassar College, English major with 

a concentration in poetry, best known for her role on the Roseanne Show, 

playing the daughter. She used to take time off from the show to volunteer at a 

summer camp for inner city kids in Michigan. 

 
Biography for Alicia Goranson (Candice) 

Birth name Alicia L. Goranson, Nickname Lecy, Height 5' 5"  
 

0:08:26 Nothing like trying to film a fight on a low budget, when you are filming a fight scene 

you want to get as many angles as possible, and you just don‘t have the opportunity to get them. 

They were unable to get the introduction in the bar filmed, between Brandon and John Lotter, it 

was written so they threw it in the alley scene and it worked much better. 

 

0:09:27 These two have an interesting if not unsettling relationship. 

John finds someone who looks up to him as a man and Brandon finds 

someone to look up to as a father figure.  

 
Biography for Peter Sarsgaard, (John Lotter) 
Trivia Peter Sarsgaard attended Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, where he co-founded a 

comedy improvisation group called "Mama's Pot Roast." 

Where are they now Co-Starring with Elizabeth Shue in the off-Broadway revival of ―Burn This‖ by 
Lanford Wilson 

 
Filmography 

Actor: 
1. An Education (2008)  

2. Orphan (2008) John Coleman  

3. In the Electric Mist (2008) Elrod Sykes 
4. Elegy (2008) Kenneth Kepesh  

5. The Mysteries of Pittsburgh (2008) Cleveland Arning  

6. Rendition (2007) Alan Smith  
7. Year of the Dog (2007/I) Newt  

8. High Falls (2007)  

9. Jarhead (2005) Troy 
10. Flightplan (2005) Carson  

11. The Skeleton Key (2005) Luke Marshall  

12. The Dying Gaul (2005) Robert Sandrich  
13. Kinsey (2004) Clyde Martin  

14. Garden State (2004) Mark  

15. Shattered Glass (2003) Charles 'Chuck' Lane  
16. Death of a Dynasty (2003) Brendon III  

17. Unconditional Love (2002) Window Washer  

18. K-19: The 

Widowmaker (2002) Vadim Radtchinko 

19. The Salton Sea (2002) Jimmy the Finn  
20. Empire (2002) Jack  

21. Bacon Wagon (2001) Cowboy Zombie Victim  

22. The Center of the World (2001) Richard Longman  
23. Housebound (2000) Tom  

24. The Cell (2000) (uncredited) Julia Hickson's Fiancee 

25. Boys Don't Cry (1999) John Lotter  
26. "Cracker" Spencer (1 episode, 1999)  

27. Freak City (1999) (TV) Cal Jackson  

28. Desert Blue (1998) Billy Baxter  
29. The Man in the Iron Mask (1998/I) Raoul  

30. Minor Details (1998) Scott  

31. SUBWAYStories: Tales from the Underground (1997) (TV)  
32. Another Day in Paradise (1997) Ty  

33. Dead Man Walking (1995) Walter Delacroix  

http://imdb.com/title/tt0408790/
http://imdb.com/title/tt0267626/
http://imdb.com/title/tt0267626/
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34. "Law & Order" Josh Strand (1 episode, 1995) 

 

0:10:51 Again a musical choice here, they wanted to use AC/DC, Black Sabbath or Mega Death 

in these slots here, but couldn‘t afford it, thus they ended up using The Dictators, which sounds 

pretty good and they were a lot less money. It seemed to work. All of 

this stuff was shot at night with the director and the Director of 

Photography (DP) after completing seventeen hour days. A lot of it 

was filmed out of focus. 

  
Biography for Brendan Sexton III, (Tom) 
Birth name Brendan Eugene Sexton, Nickname Bren, Height 5' 6"  

Trivia Siblings: Eben Sexton, Amber Sexton, and Tara Sexton. Brendan has a brother, Eben, and five 

sisters, Tara, Amber, Lisa, Ilona, and Carinna. 

 

Chapter 3 (0:11:00) Falls City 

Here is a great example of the power of film. They had all of these 

scenes with Brandon going to the doctor‘s office and clinics checking on the possibility of a sex 

change, and you the audience learning about how he is struggling with it all. But it wasn‘t 

needed; instead we break it down to this one line here about how he can come home and they 

will deal with it.  

 

0:13:13 One of the interesting things about Brandon is that he would tell these girls that he had a 

kid of his own and then later on these girls would say that he got them pregnant. Talk about the 

inevitable liar. 

 

Chapter 4 (0:13:30) Lana 

Great to see these scenes of Brandon communicating and hanging with the guys, this of course is 

the biggest risk situation for Brandon, as it is the point where he might betray himself as a 

woman. 

 

The actor Robert Prentis playing the truck driver in the bar, offering to give Brandon a ride back 

to Lincoln. 

 

When Lana stares at Brandon and asks, ‗Who are you?‘ we 

have the same question of identity and the theme for the 

movie. Now Brandon is at the point of no return. He is 

John‘s friend but John is in love with Lana, now to pursue 

her puts him in direct conflict with John. 

 

This is the real song that the real Lana sang to the real 

Brandon. The Bluest Stars in Texas, originally done by 

Restless Heart. No dubbing here this is really Chloe singing. 

The director, Kimberley Pierce, meet Lana at the Quick Stop, 

and she agreed to let the director tell her real life story as 

well as Brandon‘s. It was a strange meeting as they meet at 

her house and Lana stared at Kimberley and said that she 

thought she looked like Brandon. Kimberley doesn‘t look at 

all like Brandon, but it could be that she is still looking to resolve something with him. 
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Kim asked Brandon the question that she asked everyone that she interviewed about this movie, 

‗When did Lana know that Brandon was actually a girl.‘ And she said, ‗I thought Brandon was a 

girl on the first day that I meet him, when I sang karaoke to him.‘ Then under further 

questioning, she stated that it wasn‘t until the jail scene that she found out that Brandon was a 

girl. You can see the shifting going on, and it appears that she is still shifting back and forth on 

this issue; as a result that is how she is played in this movie.  

 

0:17:12 The point here is to capture these kids as they lived, from what Kimberley knew, Tom 

really was an arsonist. Setting many things on fire throughout his life, and that was one of the 

things the director found really interesting about him. Lana seemed to hold this position as the 

Queen Bee of the Never World. She kept a satellite relationship with John and him of her, and 

then Brandon was walking right in the middle of this pseudo psycho drama.  

 

Chapter 5 (0:18:15): Bumper-Skiing 

End of act one and we can see the decision that Brandon is making, a clearly dangerous one, 

made because he has fallen in love. Kimberley interviewed guys in Falls City and at the Quick 

Stop asking them how they proved their man hood in the 90‘s and this game came up. They did 

this bumper-skiing and mailbox baseball.  

 

Notice how they never allow Brandon to be too cool, he is always just a step off. Two games 

played for fun, (1) Bumper skiing, and (2) mailbox baseball. 

 

Continuity: John removes his shirt during the bumper skiing. The next time we see him he has 

his shirt on. 

 

Took six hours to shot this scene, that beautiful blue sky behind Brandon is actually the sun 

rising. They had several difficulties in shooting this night. First off it had flooded the night 

before, so they were walking around in mud puddles and taking mud baths while they were 

filming this scene. They tried several times to put the HMI up. (Hydrogen Mercury Incandescent, 

An HMI is a blue color temperature light used to artificially reproduce sunlight on film.)  

 

They had to continually move this lighting apparatus. There is also the gigantic electrical wires 

overhead, which meant every time they tried to do sound, everything is conflicting with 

everything else. They did have a stunt double, Hilary appears on the truck for her scenes, but 

they had a boy stunt double take the falls for her. John took his own falls right there. It was a 

tough scene to do, and I imagine those six hours went 

really quick. 

 

0:21:05 In the background they will continue to use the 

song, Bluest Stars in Texas, and play with it to indicate 

that there is trouble in paradise. They just need the 

audience to know that Brandon had stayed for Lana, and 

that everything was perfect until this moment right here.  
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Chapter 6 (0:21:30) Lana‘s Life 

For the first time here we will hear female vocals in the movie. The reason why they do it here is 

because Brandon is solidified as a boy, and you are scoring Lana. This becomes her scene, 

Lana‘s Point of View (POV). Lots of set ups required for this scene simply needed to show all of 

these shots. We have got Brandon stealing the tampons, Lana browsing in the store, the entrance 

of the trucker, and the clerk‘s position.  

 

Took eight takes to get this shot, it was a freezing night and about 5 am in the morning. They 

needed a shot on the dolly that kept both of these individuals in the frame. They were always 

right near a highway, which made the sound difficult to deal with.  

 

0:25:58 All of these televisions shots had to be public domain material, which is why you might 

not recognize it. You‘ll notice in the bedroom here, all of the cows. The real Lana had a thing for 

collecting cows. Interestingly at Brandon‘s lowest point, after he got out of the hospital he stole a 

cow mailbox for her. He was still thinking of her in his darkest hour.  

 

0:28:05 One-thing girls said were that Brandon always encouraged them to live out their dreams; 

I guess that was one of the things that made him special. Teena shaped herself into what she 

wanted and what these girls wanted; notice that all of them seem to be fatherless. Teena‘s father 

died at the age of twenty-one, shortly before she was born.  

 

Chapter 7 (0:29:07) The Morning Routine 

There were numerous scenes that had to be cut which depicted Brandon caring for Candice. Now 

a compare and contrast between the two breakfasts. In the cutting room they affectionately called 

this scene the ‗Incest Breakfast.‘ 

 

Then we cut to the dilemma that Brandon has to live with, and that is the rebellion of his body. 

No matter what he did he would continue to menstruate and continue to have breasts. And he 

will have to continue to hide himself from the rest of the world. But he isn‘t that smart about how 

he hides himself, and that was taken from the real Brandon. They didn‘t want him to seem crazy, 

but he was always putting himself into these situations, which might lead to him being 

discovered.  

 

Psychologist would say that there must have been an 

unconscious wish to reveal him, yet you wanted to continue 

to have the audience identify with him. So that was one of 

the real tricks in the writing of this script. You want to keep 

the audience on his side, while he would keep doing these 

things that were a bit self-destructive. He needed the sock to 

carry out the premise of being a guy and the dildo to carry 

out the act of being a man, if he got the girl.  

 

Compares well with the 2010 film I love you Phillip Morris, 

starring Ewan McGregor and Jim Carey, also based on a 

true story. 
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Chapter 8 (0:32:25) Lana‘s Family 

That moment of Brandon‘s transformation for the audience to see, was a gentle reminder that 

there had to be moments for Brandon wondering if he was going to be successful in carrying out 

this charade. 

 

There is a lot of confusion in this house as to who is who.  

Just to make it clear;  

 this is Lana‘s house,  

 April, the little girl is John‘s daughter from his previous girlfriend Mallory,  

 Lana‘s mom and John are not a couple,  

 Lana and John were a couple when she was fourteen years old, 

 John likes Brandon, as he has someone to confide in, something he hasn‘t had all his life. 

 

Filming Locations for Boys Donôt Cry (1999) 

Dallas, Greenville (Courthouse scene), Mesquite, Texas, USA 

 

Chapter 9 (0:37:44) Wall People 

Little bit of background on John. The director went to the trial and watched both of these guys as 

they stood trial for their deeds. She also researched his past.  

 

While John was a five-year-old student in Elementary School 

he would have violent outbursts in school where he would 

throw chairs across the room and scream, ‗Mother Fucker, 

Mother Fucker.‘ (Photos of the real John Lotter.) 

 

By the age of seven he was made a ward of the state.  

 

And by thirteen he was stealing cars and taking them back to 

Falls City. He would always say that he was doing it to get back 

to his mother. So like Brandon, Jon had turned to a life of crime 

to get love and acceptance. The race of the cars makes sense, because both John and Brandon 

had this past of stealing cars for joyrides. This scene also allows Brandon to show his 

masculinity in front of John. Notice the sexual energy between them, also John egging him on 

and Brandon is taking the bait. 

 

In real life John Lotter would race past the Fall City 

police station at 100 mph, and the officers would 

stand up in their office, saying what was that, oh that 

was John Lotter. John would then lead the police to 

the exact spot you will see him lead the police in this 

scene. Brandon takes the challenge here in a need to 

prove his masculinity. 

 

In real life, Teena Brandon became Charles Brayman, Billy Brenson, Tenor Brandon, and 

Brandon Teena. Of course, just when he finds a family to fit into he would screw it all up. He 
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was always an inept criminal that is what made him so loveable. But taking that challenge set in 

motion everything that was his down fall.  

 

Lana now does something heroic and that is that she steps in and sticks up for Brandon.   

 

Chapter 10 (0:42:00) No Impulse Control 

The line, ‗Welcome to the Psycho Ward,‘ pretty much defines everyone‘s dysfunction. John‘s 

rage, Tom setting his own house on fire, Candace‘s acceptance of John‘s rage, and if there was 

ever a time for Brandon to get out, this was it.  

 

This scene gives you a little bit more information about Tom Nissen, who would cut himself and 

burn himself. He had numerous friends in Falls City who talked about hanging out with Tom and 

would show their scares of the cuts they inflicted upon themselves, while hanging out with Tom. 

This actor wanted to put his own hand in the fire and cut himself in this scene, instead of using 

make-up. The producer‘s went nuts, along with the director, telling him there was no way they 

were going to allow him to do that on film. 

 

The sun was rising and they were racing to get that overhead shot, by climbing up the high-

tension poles here. This next shot is a time-lapse photography, where the camera was set up all 

night long. The time-lapse is shot at one frame per second as opposed to 24 frames per second, 

done by John Pirozzi.  

 

Chapter 11 (0:46:59) A Kiss Goodbye 

They still push to keep Brandon lovable to the audience.  

How did Teenaôs mother, JoAnn Brandon, react to the film Boys Donôt Cry? 

JoAnn Brandon was outraged by the filmôs portrayal of her daughter Teena. In early 2000, 

JoAnn, who could not work because of severe asthma, still owed money for her daughterôs 

funeral. She said that she was irritated that a fund set up to pay for the funeral received meager 

contributions, while others, such as the filmmakers, profited from her daughterôs death. ñIôm 

really sick and tired of people making money off my child,ò JoAnn said in an Associated Press 

article. ñI donôt understand how you can put three weeks of somebody's life up on film and win 

an award for it.ò 

 

Did the filmmakers interview Teenaôs mother, JoAnn Brandon, for the movie Boys Donôt Cry? 

The filmmakers did not interview Teenaôs mother, JoAnn, for the film that they were making 

about her daughter. JoAnn was upset that they also neglected to interview Teenaôs close friends 

and relatives. (The Associated Press) 

 

What did Teena Brandonôs mother think of Hilary Swankôs Oscar acceptance speech? 

Teenaôs mother, JoAnn Brandon, was upset that Hilary Swank referred to her daughter in her 

speech as Brandon Teena, her daughterôs male alter ego. ñThat set me off,ò JoAnn Brandon 

said. ñShe should not stand up there and thank my child. I get tired of people taking credit for 

what they don't know.ò 

 

What does Teenaôs mother believe made her daughter want to become a man?  
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JoAnn Brandon, Teenaôs mother, was upset that the filmmakers failed to explain that for several 

years when Teena was a young girl, Teena had been sexually molested by a man. JoAnn said 

that Teena sought counseling in 1991, and began to dress in men's clothing and date women as a 

defense strategy. ñShe pretended she was a man so no other man could touch her,ò JoAnn said 

in an Associated Press article. 

 

Had Teenaôs mother been in touch with her daughter at the time of Teenaôs death? 

Teena's mother last spoke to Teena on December 30th, the day before Teenaôs death. Her mother 

said that she had clearly spoken to a woman. (The Associated Press) 

 

Chapter 12 (0:51:23) Brandon‘s Choice 

One thing that is so attractive of Brandon is his unending idealism and the purity of his spirit and 

his desire. I believe the writing of this screenplay really captures those elements of Brandon. All 

of this information was revealed by the research they did on Brandon. That he stole checks, that 

he purchased girls engagement rings on their charge cards that he stole cars, and that he was an 

inept criminal. Kind of like a Woody Allen take the money and run. But the fact remains that he 

was always in trouble. The random shots of his alias and the trouble with the law were originally 

going to be in the beginning of the movie, but it fits much better here and makes the scene more 

climatic. 

 

Here is another 1 frame per second time-lapse shot that they shot all night long, by John Pirozzi. 

 

Chapter 13 (0:53:20) Lovers 

Lana worked in a spinach cannery. One of the things that drew the director to this film is that this 

is also a story about female pleasure, a topic you rarely see on the screen. We have a character 

that is a girl and we are going to watch this girl seek out pleasure with girls. Here is also a 

character that enjoyed giving women pleasure, which is what turned Brandon on.  

 

The filming is done in Brandon‘s perspective; as a result you are going to be with him as he 

pleases this girl. And then we switch to her pleasure and what she is seeing, the hallucinogenic 

feel the lights and the highway as if they are coming at her.  

 

Now the story continues to move forward, throughout the sex scene. There are so many 

questions, how will Brandon continue to able to conceal his identity, what will happen when 

Lana discovers that Brandon is a girl, etc… But by showing you the sex scene and how they 

made love, you get an understanding of how he continues the charade.  

 

Errors in geography: When the girls (and Brandon) go on a trip to Kansas City, the Dallas 

skyline can be seen. 

 

Continuity: When Lana is talking to Candace and Kate about the first time she had sex with 

Brandon, she throws herself down on her bed, and puts her hands on her face. Her right hand is 

in front of her left hand, but in the next shot, they have swapped, and her left is in front of her 

right. 
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At the sight of Brandon‘s cleavage, now we address another question, when you discover all that 

you ever wanted, and something ruptures that, do you believe it, do you ignore it, or do you shut 

it out. 

 

When Hilary Swank was living as a man to prepare for the role of Brandon Teena for one month, 

she was so convincing that her neighbors believed that the young man coming and going from 

Swank's home (Swank in male character) was a visiting brother of hers. 

 

As the director had interviewed the real Lana, she discovered that asking the question was not 

needed. They had loved each other for which they were, establishing or answering this question 

didn‘t seem relative. The trick here is to show the audience that this woman isn‘t crazy; she is 

simply trying to hold on to this one person she can identify with and the one person that she 

loves. Not only does she buy back into the fantasy, but also she seduces Brandon back into the 

fantasy. So now Lana is protecting him.  

 

And now she seduces her friends into it, because on some level she needs them to be a part of it. 

She needs to hold on to her lover and her family all at once.  

 

Chapter 14 (1:00:28) Brandon‘s Birthday 

But of course there is a danger here, she cannot hold on to 

all of this at once. What they establish here for the 

audience is that Lana and Brandon are trying to sustain a 

love affair in an increasingly dangerous environment. 

Lana is trying to hold onto two things, (1) her love for 

Brandon and a (2) love for involvement with her family. 

But these two things cannot coexist. If Lana had left with 

Brandon, then maybe that could have survived, also if he 

had left without her, he might have survived. But to bring 

him more deeply into the family is to set up the terms for 

his revelation and his destruction.  

 

Brandon did spend his last birthday with Lana and her family.  

 

Anachronisms: In one scene, a video for ―Don't Want You‖ by the Lunachicks is playing. The 

video and album were released in 1997. 

 

The audience is slightly relieved that John was gone for a little while, but now that he is back the 

fun and danger return. Notice also this is the house with no boundaries for Lana. Everyone walks 

in on her space and they don‘t respect her space. Remember this is not John‘s house, but he has 

claimed it as his own. Thus with Brandon coming in on John‘s turf, taking over his family and 

getting the girl, John is warning him to stay away.  

 

Chapter 15 (1:06:34) Our Own Trailer Park 

Here the use of the music pulls us forward, again with a lot of reverb. The voice over here, used 

to be a complete scene. There are points in the narrative that you just want to leap forward.  

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0005476/
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How did the local townspeople react to the film when it opened? 

Reactions from the locals of Falls City, Nebraska were less than complimentary. The film 

depicted most of them as drunks. ñItôs nothing like the town thatôs in the movie,ò said Virginia 

Ernst, a local Falls City movie theater manager. Resident Jared Kirkendal agreed. ñThatôs not 

Falls City,ò he said at the end of the film. Kirkendal also commented in an Associated Press 

article, ñItôs weird they made it more of a love story than a crime.ò 

 

Chapter 16 (1:07:33) A Messed-Up Chick 

With the beginning of this scene we have the fall of the house of cards. Here is where all of the 

details of Brandon‘s life start to collide. Everyone related to the whippets scene here. The two 

girls even went out to the store and bought some cans of whipping cream. But the producers 

came on set and took everything away, saying, ‗Just act.‘ 

 

Errors in geography: Brandon goes into a building that says Hunt County on it to pay his ticket, 

but there‘s no Hunt County in Nebraska; however there is one in Texas where the movie was 

filmed. 

 

Now this takes us back to the real interview with Lana, where she revealed that this is where she 

found out that Brandon was a real girl. Lana still reversed this story later on, when she said she 

still didn‘t think that Brandon was a girl when he was in jail. It seems that she still must have 

issues surrounding this relationship. 

 

Lana doesn‘t want to face the truth here, as that would shatter the dream. As they exit here, they 

wanted to use the CURE version of this song, but it sounded very eighties and very British Pop. 

It would have taken you out of this world to other places. 

 

Chapter 17 (1:13:02) Where‘s Lana? 

You may not realize this but this is the same song tying these two scenes together, they just 

slowed it down for the scene in the bar. 

 

1:12:58 Now that Candice is about to spill the beans, and fuel John‘s rage. Budget 2 million  

 

1:13:16 Anachronisms: While the movie was set in 1993, some of the characters were seen 

drinking Celis Pale Rider Ale, which was not introduced until 1997. 

 

1:14:00 We have to have this incredible passionate scene like a typical American sex scene, the 

use of the car, out in the middle of nowhere. Everything was going great until they started 

filming inside the car and a member of the crew told Kimberley that the door would not come 

off, and that is pretty standard for filming scenes inside a car. If you can‘t put the camera inside 

the car, then you have to take the car apart and put everything outside the car. This chair is sitting 

outside of the car on the grass. This was filmed on the same night as the merry-go-round scenes.  

 

1:15:26 Here with the newspaper, they have a lot of information to tell the audience, so we jump 

from one piece of information to the next. There was some discussion about taking this scene 

with the cross dressing literature out of the film, but when they did, there was less understanding 
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of the viewpoints of the guys. And just how vulnerable they were to what Brandon was, and in a 

way how curious and fearful they were.  

 

Chapter 18 (1:16:56) Are You a Girl? 

This scene up to this point is exactly what happened, and how Lana related the story. The two of 

them have this desire to hold on to each other and then to escape into their imagination, as that 

seems like the only place that they can go. To prepare for her role, Hilary Swank lived life as a 

man for at least a month, including wrapping her chest in tension bandages and putting socks 

down the front of her pants much the same way that Brandon Teena did. 

 

In this film there is the constant dream of the highway a better life somewhere else. 

 

Was the real Lana Tisdel happy with Chloe Sevignyôs portrayal of her? 

No. The real Lana Tisdel sued the filmmakers, claiming that they depicted her as a drug-

addicted drunk, citing that the movie makes references to her as ñlazy, white trash and a skanky 

snake.ò The film also falsely depicts Tisdel falling asleep at the murder scene and ñdoing 

nothing about it after it has occurred,ò as stated in Tisdelôs lawsuit. 

 

Chapter 19 (1:21:11) The Full Flesh 

―We‘re going to tell them what they want to hear.‖ Is a line from the real Lana. It is a beautiful 

rendering of their love affair from her perspective of their life.  

 

There are three violent scenes to come; this is the first of them the stripping scene. This one is 

done with a lot of wide shots proscenium style without a lot of cutting and a handheld camera. 

This was a way of revealing the essence of the violence so that the audience felt like they were 

just watching it. You are not distracted by camera moves or cuts. This is the violation that really 

destroyed Brandon, the humiliation in front of his friends, the revealing of his identity, people 

whom he thought were his friends, his lover. (Mirrored shot in slow motion.) Then we cut to this 

shot, where Brandon realizes the real horror of what has been done to him. It is also the first time 

that they go to absolute silence. This is a handheld camera in the bathroom, but they are trying to 

keep it pretty steady, so that it doesn‘t distract you too much.  

 

As we go to the police station, there is a pretty big time jump also. The start the scene out in 

Lana‘s mind, and then slowly bring the audience into the present. You may notice that there has 

been a lost night here. But you don‘t realize it right away; you think you just went from the 

stripping to the police station.  

 

Chapter 20 (1:24:12) The Rape 

Now you begin to see how there was a night lost, and this is Brandon reconstructing what 

happened.  

 

They couldn‘t afford to get drive by shots, so these are shots of the car race, run in reverse. Now 

you find out that there has been a lost night and you find out what has happened. Originally they 

went from the stripping to the rape, but audience members were too afraid that Brandon had 

died, so they had to reverse the scenes. This manner provides a little more protection for the 

audience, since they are going back into it with Brandon.  
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Notice how these two are totally co-dependent on each other to pull this thing off together. This 

is something that is repeated in numerous crimes that take place around the country, involving 

more than one accomplice.  

 

1:27:00 The flash backs done in four second frame flashbacks; normally they are filmed in six 

second frames. 

 

We keep coming back to Brandon, as Brandon doesn‘t want to remember this moment. These 

flashes are inspired by The Pawnbroker, and are flash backs done in four second frame 

flashbacks; normally they are filmed in six second frame flashbacks or more. So this hits you in a 

visceral level, the way that it is hitting Brandon, so it‘s his memory knocking at the door of his 

conscious. This is like his sub-conscious saying, ‗I want to be remembered,‘ and Brandon is 

trying desperately to shut it out. Because shutting it out is the only way that he can hold on to his 

masculine identity. 

 

This scene was cut down from its original length, as the audience said it was too long and too 

brutal. 

 

Then the third rape relayed in an almost like nightmarish dream fashion, we have to cut back to 

Brandon of the present, remembering this, and keeping the connection for the audience with 

Brandon of the present. 

 

We have the re-befriending of Tom to Brandon, which scares a lot of people, but is what actually 

happened. Now they give the standard rape situation. That the victim brought this on themselves, 

and that they are to blame for what ultimately happened to them. Kimberly also interviewed 

numerous rape victims and many of them shared this aspect of the aftermath feelings. 

 

Brandon, of course, may seem responsible for orchestrating his own self-destruction. Now 

Brandon starts to take control of his situation, realizing that he must escape the hold of these two 

individuals.  

 

1:32:15 This is purposely shot out-of-focus; when the editor got the dailies (unedited, raw 

footage) she panicked and called them. They had to explain that it was planned that way. The 

information for this scene came out of Kimberley Piece‘s interviews with Lana.  

 

1:32:54 The nurse here was also interviewed, and she provided an oasis for Brandon. He is still 

trying to hold on to who he is. He was so vulnerable. Underneath this whole Brandon persona, 

was this small twenty-one year old girl, alone. The tear here is partly where the title of the film 

comes from. When Brandon called home after this incident he told his family that he didn‘t cry. 

This really begs the question in the 21
st
 century why can‘t boys cry? 

 

1:35:34 We now present the audience with some rituals that are related to death, bathing ritual 

and burning ritual. Burning of the photos is burning the identity that Brandon has created, 

burning John‘s image, washing off the rape, the death of the body and hopefully the elevation of 

the soul for things to go on after death. You also have the idea of the phoenix rising from the fire. 
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Here is where Teena Brandon stole a mailbox for Lana, on his walk home from the hospital. 

 

Chapter 21 (1:38:16) Together 

This phone call tells you that the voices of evil have been unleashed and now these guys are out 

there looking for Brandon.  

 

We then cut to see that Brandon is in a safe hiding place, this shed behind the house. It would be 

just too dangerous for him to be in the house.  

 

Lana loves him and seeks him out, thus we have her emerging here as if from a dream. This is all 

shot in a real barn in the middle of the night. Lana sits on the edge of the coach here, kind of like 

seeking his permission to get close to him, after what has happened. He is now afforded the 

opportunity to surrender to her, and unravel all of the lies that he has told. He needed to be 

honest with her. 

 

The dream of the highway became such a central piece, because it was a part of the beginning, 

middle and end. It ties everything together. Dreams of escape, the highway being the one place 

you could go to that would lead you out.  

 

Lana did say that she and Brandon were planning on running away to Lincoln together, after the 

rape took place. She was asked if they were going to run away as lovers or friends. She said, 

―Since Brandon was a girl they would be running away together as friends.‖ Then the question 

was put to her, if Brandon had a sex change operation, would you then become lovers. She said, 

―Brandon didn‘t need to have a sex change operation, because he was always fully male to me.‖ 

This only serves to shed light on the wonderful complexity of Lana‘s love for Brandon. 

 

They make a choice here not to show their love scene, for now it is too personal, too private. 

 

Continuity: The cuts and bruises on Brandon‘s face change while he talks to Lana inside the 

shack. 

 

Again that beautiful light you see is the sun rising, which means they were racing to finish this 

scene. Interesting change here, Lana was ready to run away in the barn, but now that she is back 

in her room, she has her history around her, her family; Brandon all of a sudden looks different 

to her. Mom in real life said she felt terrible telling John where Brandon was, the actress in this 

scene after filming it, turned to Kimberley and said, ―My God, I am the reason that Brandon got 

killed.‖ 

 
The Truth about the Day of Silence 

Every year, more and more students participate in the Day of Silence, which began 12 years ago when University of 

Virginia students wanted to find a way to bring attention to anti-LGBT name-calling, bullying and harassment on 

campus. 

 

As the dayôs popularity and exposure have increased, many misperceptions have spread about what the Day of 

Silence is, why the day exists and what participating in it means. Here are 4 truths that address common 

misinformation about the Day of Silence. 
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1) The Day of Silenceôs purpose is to bring attention to anti-LGBT name-calling, bullying and harassment and 

effective responses. 

The goal of the Day of Silence is to make schools safer for all students, regardless of sexual orientation and gender 

identity/expression. In a Harris Interactive study on bullying, students said two of the top three reasons students are 

harassed in school are actual or perceived sexual orientation and gender expression. Additionally, 4 out of 5 LGBT 

students experience harassment at school.  

 

Students across the country participate in the Day of Silence to bring attention to this problem, let students who 

experience such bullying know that they are not alone and ask schools to take action to address the problem. 

 

2) Hundreds of thousands of students of all beliefs, backgrounds and sexual orientations participate in the Day of 

Silence. 

Anti-LGBT bullying and harassment affects all students. Slurs such as ñfaggotò and ñdykeò are commonplace in 

school. The Day of Silence is an example of students, from middle school to college, working together proactively to 

bring attention to the anti-LGBT name-calling, bullying and harassment experienced by LGBT and straight students 

alike. GLSEN, the Day of Silenceôs organizational sponsor, encourages participants to be counted by registering at 

www.dayofsilence.org.  

 

Students from nearly 5,000 middle and high schools registered for the 2007 Day of Silence. GLSEN protects the 

privacy of students and does not publish a list of students who have registered or their schools. Many students who 

participate also belong to Gay-Straight Alliance student clubs, of which nearly 4,000 are registered with GLSEN. 

The first GSA was created by a straight student nearly 20 years ago, in the fall of 1988. 

 

3) Day of Silence participants encourage schools to implement proven solutions to address anti-LGBT name-calling, 

bullying and harassment. 

 Adopt and implement a comprehensive anti-bullying policy that enumerates categories such as race, gender, 

ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation and gender expression/identity.  

 Provide staff trainings to enable school staff to identify and address anti-LGBT name-calling, bullying and 

harassment effectively and in a timely manner.  

 Support student efforts to address anti-LGBT bullying and harassment on campus, such as the formation of a Gay-

Straight Alliance.  

 Institute age-appropriate, factually accurate and inclusive curricula to help students understand and respect 

difference within the school community and society as a whole. 

  

4) The day is a positive educational experience. 

The Day of Silence is an opportunity for students to work toward improving school climate for all students. GLSEN 

advises students interested in participating to discuss their intentions with their administration and teachers long 

before the event.  

 

The day is most successful when schools and students work together to show their commitment to ensuring safe 

schools for all students. Many schools allow studentsô participation throughout the day. Some schools ask students 

to speak as they normally would during class and remain silent during breaks and at lunch. There is no single way 

to participate, and students are encouraged to take part in the way that is the most positive and uplifting for their 

school.  

 

For the latest GLSEN findings about anti-LGBT bullying and harassment and the school experience go to: 

www.glsen.org/research 

Posted: 3/19/08 

 

Chapter 22 (1:46:31) John‘s Justice 

Tom in his testimony stated that Lana was at the murder scene. But no one really fully knows 

what happened that night. These shots are hand-held camera, but they are very carefully 

choreographed. The climax was the rape, so that this is very tightly filmed, with no extra shots. 

Lana enters the house here to show that she can fully embrace who Teena is, that they can still do 

http://www.glsen.org/research
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it, that the dream is still alive. Three violent scenes; 1) Stripping scene, 2) Raping scene, 3) 

Murder scene  

 

Tom wanted to kill all of the witnesses. Here is an unfortunate aspect of the real story that 

involves Hate crimes. Three characteristics of a Hate Crime; (1) touch the victim, (2) using sharp 

objects, (3) mutilate the body. They didn‘t stop at killing Brandon; they stabbed him and shot 

him again. 

 

This can also be compared to the hate crime involving the death of the young gay college 

student, Matthew Shepherd in Laramie Wyoming. 

 

Continuity: When Brandon is shot, blood splatters on the wall behind her, yet when John gets up 

just a few seconds later, there is no blood on that part of the wall. 

 

Continuity: When Candace is shot, her legs fall straight in front of her. The next morning one of 

her legs is bent to the left 

 

Revealing mistakes: You can see Brandon‘s jacket moving (which indicates that he‘s breathing) 

after being shot in the head. Candace also moves. 

 

What did Sarah Nissen, cousin of attacker Tom Nissen, think of the film? 

An 18-year-old high school student at the time of the filmôs release, Sarah Nissen, cousin of 

attacker Marvin Thomas Nissen, said that everything that Tom told her about the actual events 

indicates that the filmôs storyline is wrong. ñThereôs none of it thatôs right,ò she said. ñIt was 

just weird.ò 

 

Chapter 23 (1:50:44) I‘ll Be Waiting….. 

This is the destruction of a body and a soul, and Brandon was too threatening to Tom and John. 

They continued to feel the need to escalate the attack.  

 

We repeat Brandon‘s anthem here, The Bluest Stars of Texas. This film is almost a tragic love 

poem for the two of them and between them, similar to Romeo and Juliet. Just this moment of 

Lana, maybe it is not true, maybe she could wake up and it didn‘t happen. 

 

Not since Simone Signoret‘s win for 1959‘s Room at the Top had an actress in an independently-

produced film received the best actress Oscar. 

 

When we hear Brandon‘s final words we tap into his eternal optimism and his charm, all the 

things that people who knew Brandon loved about him. This final section is inspired by the idea 

of Lana that Brandon is still out there, searching for her, with some kind of hope. This seems to 

help Lana go on and find meaning to her own life, to escape. It also helps encourage us all.  

 

Teena Brandon, 21 years old, 5‘6‖ tall, weighs in at less than 110, a very small victim. 

 

What has become of Teena Brandon's killers, John Lotter and Tom Nissen? 

John Lotter is on death row awaiting execution in the stateôs electric chair. Tom Nissen is 
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serving a life sentence in prison. Nissenôs sentence came after he agreed to testify against Lotter. 

The two men were convicted of the murder of Teena Brandon, who used the alias Brandon Teena 

when she posed as a man. They killed the 21-year-old in an attempt to silence her after she told 

the police that they raped her when they learned her true gender. Two others who were witness 

to Teenaôs murder were also killed at the scene by the two men. 

 

ON SCREEN CREDITS 

 Brandon Teena (Teena Brandon) 1972-1993 

 John Lotter was convicted of first degree murder for the killing of Brandon Teena. He is 

currently appealing his conviction from death row. 

 Marvin Thomas Nissen (Tom) cooperated with the prosecution and testified against John. 

He is currently serving consecutive life sentences. 

 A few years later, Lana Tisdel had a baby girl and returned to Falls City to raise her. 

 

Chapter 24: Epilogue/End Titles 
 

 
‗Boys Don't Cry‘ Director Turns Her Lens on What It Means to Be a Soldier 

 

 

 

By John Anderson 

Special to The Washington Post  

Tuesday, March 25, 2008; Page C01  

LOS ANGELES – Don‘t try to tell director Kim Peirce that her new movie ―Stop-Loss‖ is about the Iraq war. ―It‘s 

not,‖ she says. Case closed.  

It is, however, her first feature film in nine years -- since her Oscar-winning debut ―Boys Don't Cry‖ -- and 

considering its obvious influences (―The Best Years of Our Lives,‖ ―Coming Home‖ and, most pronouncedly, ―The 

Deer Hunter‖), it‘s a postwar movie made before the war is over.  

While ―Stop-Loss‖ is opening in a marketplace that seems to recoil from anything vaguely associated with Iraq, 

what Kimberly Peirce is really after in her film is a timeless phenomenon -- the camaraderie of men at war, thwarted 

by an inability to protect their comrades.  

―I wanted to tell an emblematic story,‖ the 40-year-old director says over morning coffee, wearing a T-shirt under 

her suit jacket that advertises an L.A. motorcycle shop. ―If there are 650,000 troops who fought, I didn‘t want to tell 
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a story that had happened to 1,000. I‘m looking for the universal. Actually, the idea of ‗stop-loss‘ came very late to 

the process.‖  

In his review, Rolling Stone critic Peter Travers suggests Peirce has found what she was looking for with her latest 

movie: ―The emotional battlefield on which Peirce paints her canvas strikes a universal chord that transcends 

politics and preaching.‖  

While Peirce seems adamant about not criticizing the mission -- she uses the word ―patriot‖ to refer to any soldier 

who enlisted after 9/11, and her younger brother went to Iraq -- the message of the movie is not exactly Rummy-

esque. ―Stop-loss,‖ originally a financial term, i.e., a brokerage order that keeps one‘s account from hemorrhaging 

money, helps keep the U.S. military from hemorrhaging troops. What it means is extending a soldier‘s enlistment 

beyond the terms of his contract.  

―‗Stop-Loss‘ is a movie about guys who signed up after 9/11 for all the right reasons -- protect your family, your 

home, your country,‖ she says. ―And they have this experience that every soldier told me soldiers go through. It‘s 

about protecting the soldier to your left, the soldier to your right, being willing to die for them and being challenged 

by the nature of this conflict, the nature of urban warfare. So many soldiers said to me, ‗They‘re putting us in 

impossible circumstances.‘ ―  

And those circumstances include stop-loss: In the movie, a soldier who thinks he‘s being discharged (Ryan 

Phillippe) is told he‘‘ got to go back to Iraq. He refuses. Interstate flight ensues. But this is in large part a narrative 

device -- so is Iraq, to a degree: Peirce is far more interested in what war means to men in a larger sense, how it 

provides them "an arena where guys can be guys . . . a space to be together in a way they truly love. And which they 

can't have anywhere else."  

In interviews she conducted in places such as Paris, Ill., and throughout base towns in Texas (where the film is set), 

Peirce talked to vets, AWOL soldiers, soldiers who had fled to Canada. The subjects formulated or confirmed a 

great deal of what Peirce thinks about men, role-playing and gender politics. The process took a year, and if that 

seems like a long time, there is that fact that it‘s been nine years since Peirce‘s last movie, which also questioned the 

so-called nature of the sexes.  

―Boys Don't Cry,‖ which won a Best Actress Oscar for the previously unknown Hilary Swank, was based on the 

story of Brandon Teena, a Nebraska transsexual who was beaten, raped and murdered in one of the more notorious 

hate crimes of the 1990s. The movie's message was more than timely: Although entirely unconnected to Peirce's 

story, the 1998 murder of gay University of Wyoming student Matthew Shepard occurred just a year before the 

release of ―Boys Don't Cry,‖ throwing another shaft of harsh light on America's struggle with homophobia and 

intolerance.  

―I sort of willed it into existence,‖ Peirce says of ―Boys Don't Cry,‖ which she co-wrote with Andy Bienen. ―But 

then the culture enabled me to continue making it.‖  

―I think she was just very passionate and articulate about what her vision for the movie was,‖ says ―Boys‖ producer 

Christine Vachon, whose New York-based Killer Films has been behind the innovative filmmaking of Todd Haynes 

(―I‘m Not There‖), Mary Harron (―The Notorious Bettie Page‖) and Todd Solondz (―Storytelling‖). ―I was able to 

get a strong sense about what she was going to do . . . I think she just conveyed a sense that she really knew her 

story, and she'd do something magnificent with it.‖  

She did, many agree. Roger Ebert called it ―a worthy companion to those other masterpieces of death on the prairie, 

‗Badlands‘ and ‗In Cold Blood.‘‖ And yet getting a second project on screen has been a struggle.  

―Look, it‘s hard making movies. It‘s hard even for the people that it's easy for,‖ Vachon says. ―Finding that 

combination of the story that you want to tell, and having it align with the elements just right -- so you can actually 

get it done – it‘s crazy.‖  
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A little crazier for Peirce. ―Boys‖ brought her to the attention not just of Hollywood, but the Academy (co-star 

Chloe Sevigny was also nominated, as Best Supporting Actress).  

―It was the greatest experience of my life,‖ Peirce says. ―It was my gender, my sexuality, my friends. My friends 

were screaming, ‗You said the words ‗lesbian‘ and ‗transsexual‘ on the red carpet!! Oh my God!‘ -- we had the big 

cell phones back then, and they were like, ‗Whoooooaaaa, you said that to Joan Rivers!! Whooaaaa!!‘‖  

Hollywood started throwing money at Peirce. But she had her eye on one story: The 1922 shooting death of film 

director William Desmond Taylor, which, coinciding as it did with the equally sensationalized Roscoe (Fatty) 

Arbuckle sex-murder case, led to a crackdown on Hollywood immorality.  

―King Vidor tried to make a movie about it,‖ Peirce says, referring to the late, great director. ―So did [screenwriter] 

Robert Towne. It‘s Hollywood‘s greatest unsolved murder mystery, and the whole thing was covered up. 

Completely covered up, white-glove covered up, by the government and by Hollywood, to save Hollywood and 

America‘s innocence. That‘s my take.‖  

So Peirce says she solved the murder (―We did! I‘m a big researcher‖), wrote a script and got her film cast with 

Annette Bening, Hugh Jackman, Ben Kingsley and Evan Rachel Wood.  

―Then the studio [DreamWorks] runs the numbers,‖ she says. ―They love it, but they say, ‗We‘ve run the numbers 

and we‘d love to see the $30 million version, but we only want to pay for the $20 million version. And we don‘t 

want to see the movie we want to pay for.‖  

―Being a director for me is about being a realist, so it‘s like, ‗Okay, that‘s how the ball rolls,‘ but I‘d lost a lot of 

time. That was the end of ‗03, which would not have been terribly long, but literally the next week I said, ‗I can be 

massively depressed, but screw it: I‘m gonna do it differently.‘‖ So she took off with her then-intern Reid Carolin. 

(―He had just graduated Harvard and came in saying, ‗I‘ll do anything for you, I‘ll go anywhere, I want to make 

movies with you.‘‖) ―He was from a military family, I was from a military family, so we picked up our cameras, I 

paid for everything, and we flew to Paris, Illinois.‖  

Peirce, whose grandfather fought in World War II and whose 19-year-old brother served in Iraq, had an automatic 

connection with the soldiers and the families of the 1,000 soldiers at the homecoming in Paris. Less so with the 

―industry.‖  

―As the project was developing, I would have conversations with people from the various studios and tell them 

about the film," she recalls. ―They‘d say, ‗That‘s amazing! That‘s amazing! Do you want us to develop it with 

you?‘‖  

I said, ― ‗No.‘ Not to put down executives, but I don‘t want an executive looking over my shoulder saying, ‗Is that 

interesting? Is that necessary? Do both of you need a plane ticket?‘ I was like, ‗I can spend $800 and do what it 

would cost $10,000 to do in the studio system, because I'm gonna just do it.‘‖  

Ryan Philippe says Peirce‘s personal involvement -- the interviews she‘d done, the research, the fact that her brother 

was there -- was essential to the success of the filming.  

―Knowing it came from such a personal place for her, and having seen the research she did, and that she was going 

to these homecomings, and watching hours upon hours of soldier videos, all that passion, that was important to me,‖ 

he said.  

He found it strange, however, when he realized she was the first female director he‘d ever worked with.  
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―That is shocking,‖ Phillippe says, ―because I‘ve made about 30 films, and it‘s a strange commentary on this 

business. We need more female writers and more voices, and that‘s one thing I‘ve been encouraging Kim about -- 

don't wait another nine years to make a film. People need to have that kind of inspiration she can provide.‖  

On the other hand, he says, gender had very little relevance in regards to making the film. ―She‘s tougher than a lot 

of the men I‘ve worked with,‖ he says. ―Tougher than Eastwood or Altman.‖  

 

Transgendered community remembers death that sparked a movement 

 Sunday, December 28, 2003  

The rape and murder of Brandon Teena, who was born female, brought attention to and galvanized the 

transgendered community.  

  

FALLS CITY, Nebraska (AP) -- Ten years ago, a handsome, brown-

haired 21-year-old named Brandon Teena was raped and later murdered 

by two men after they discovered he wasn't born a man. The New 

Year‘s Eve tragedy in rural southeastern Nebraska inspired the award-

winning 1999 film, ―Boys Don't Cry.‖ It also touched off a movement 

in the transgendered community.  

 

In the days after Teena was killed, a new generation of activists banded 

together to demand greater civil rights protections. Ten years later, 65 

municipalities and states have hate crime laws that specifically include 

transgendered people, according to the Transgender Law Policy Institute. California became the fourth state to adopt 

such a law earlier this year.  

Big corporations, such as Hewlett-Packard and Nike, have adopted similar rules. And 145 members of Congress 

have banned such discrimination from their offices, said Riki Wilchins, executive director of the Washington-based 

Gender Public Advocacy Coalition.  

 

Pictured: Brandon Teena was murdered in this house outside Humboldt, Nebraska. Two people who witnessed the 

killing were also killed. 

 

―How many times do you get to see a giant sea change like this in people‘s perceptions? But you look at Congress, 

corporate America, and cities and states ... and you see this enormous change in how people are looking at gender as 

a civil rights issue,‖ Wilchins said.  

 

Nebraska passed a hate-crime law in 1997, but it did not refer specifically to transgendered people. It was found 

unconstitutional after a 2000 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in another case involving sentencing provisions.  

One problem for the transgendered community -- which encompasses a range of identities including cross-dressers 

and transsexuals -- is that allies have been hard to come by.  

 

Although they were at the forefront of New York City‘s 1969 Stonewall Riots, which led to the gay rights 

movement, the relationship between the transgendered and gay community‘s hasn't always been easy.  

 

―For a long time, the gay movement was like, ‗Well, that's an interesting problem, but it‘s not our problem. You 

folks are too weird. We don't want to talk to you.‘‖ said Paisley Currah, executive director of the Center for Lesbian 

and Gay Studies at Brooklyn College in New York.  

 

Teena‘s story helped reveal the two groups‘ common ground, Currah said.  

 

The national attention given to Teena‘s murder also helped introduce the idea of being transgendered to mainstream 

America, said Shannon Minter, a board member of the Transgender Law and Policy Institute in New York.  

 

―People are just much less freaked out about the concept, and see us more as human beings with partners, families, 

children,‖ said Minter, who is transgendered.  
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Many activists say Teena's murder attracted so much attention because of its brutality and the failure of law 

enforcement to protect Teena.  

 

John Lotter and Marvin Nissen were convicted of murdering Teena, who had dated a female friend of the two men. 

They also killed Lisa Lambert, 24, and Philip DeVine, 22, who had witnessed Teena's death in a farmhouse.  

 

A week before the killing, Teena had told the local sheriff the men had raped him, but the sheriff took no action.  

 

In a scathing court opinion in 2001, Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice John Hendry said former Richardson 

County Sheriff Charles Laux showed indifference by referring to Teena as "it" and not immediately arresting the 

suspects.  

 

Laux, reached by telephone at his home, decline to comment.  

 

A judge initially awarded Teena's mother, Joann Brandon, $17,360 in 

damages, saying that Teena's own lifestyle was partly responsible for his 

death. The state Supreme Court ordered him to reconsider, and he later 

awarded Brandon $98,223.  

 

Brandon's lawyer, Herb Friedman, said she no longer wanted to talk 

about case.  

 

Lotter is now on Nebraska's death row. Nissen was sentenced to life in 

prison.  

 

Though much has improved for the transgendered community in the last 

10 years, there is still a long way to go, Minter said.  

 

In the past year alone, Remembering Our Dead, an online memorial that tracks bias killing of transgendered people 

around the world, recorded 17 deaths in the United States.  

 

The few people in Falls City willing to talk about the case voiced a desire to move on and frustration at its cost to 

the county.  

 

"Every town's got some weird people," said resident Mary Symonds.  

 

About 25 miles from Falls City in the tiny town of Humboldt, the small farmhouse where Teena, Lambert and 

DeVine were killed attracts a regular stream of sightseers.  

 

"They just drive and stare and I guess get a thrill out of that," said Dagmar Jansen, who moved into the house about 

two years ago with her family.  

 

"It's horrible. It probably comes from prejudice and people not being open-minded." Jansen said. "I think by the year 

2003 people should be able to live for who they are and not for what people think they should be."  

 

 
John Lotter, center, was convicted of the 

murders and sentenced to death in 1996.  

http://www.cnn.com/2003/US/Central/12/28/brandon.death.transgender.ap/index.html 

 

 

Woman to Wed ‗Boys Don't Cry‘ Killer  

Sat Mar 18, 11:25 PM ET  

LINCOLN, Neb. - A Chicago woman has been granted a marriage license to marry one of the killers portrayed in 

the movie "Boys Don't Cry."  

 

Justine Mirth, 32, says she can't wait to marry Tom Nissen, who is serving life in prison for the 1993 slayings of 

three people in a farmhouse in southeast Nebraska. 

http://www.cnn.com/2003/US/Central/12/28/brandon.death.transgender.ap/index.html
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"I'm dying to go see him. I want to hold him," she said. "He's the man I love. I want to spend the rest of my life with 

him." 

 

The crime inspired the award-winning 1999 movie starring Hilary Swank, who played one of the victims, 21-year-

old Teena Brandon, who was born a woman but lived as a man in southeast Nebraska under the name Brandon 

Teena. 

 

The couple have never met in person. Mirth and Nissen have learned about each other through long letters and 

scores of 15-minute phone calls — the maximum allowed by the prison. 

 

When she saw the film, Mirth said, she identified with the characters who played Nissen and his co-defendant, John 

Lotter, who is on death row. She had grown up "in a small, stupid town in Indiana," she said, and escaped by 

running with a rough crowd. 

 

"These were people I would hang out with in real life," she said. 

 

Prosecutors said Teena was killed in a farmhouse, along with two witnesses, because he reported being raped by 

Lotter and another man after they discovered his biological identity. 

 

 

Boys Don't Cry (1999) 

Starring Hilary Swank, Chloe Sevigny 

inspired by the real life story of Teena Brandon 

Reel Face:  Real Face:  

 

Hilary Swank 

Born: July 30, 

1974 

Birthplace: 

Lincoln, 

Nebraska, USA 

 

 

Brandon Teena 

(a.k.a. Teena 

Brandon) 

Born: December 

12, 1972 

Birthplace: 

Lincoln, Nebraska, 

USA 

Date of Death: 

December 31, 

1993  

 

 

Chloe Sevigny 

Born: November 

18, 1974 

Birthplace: 

Springfield, 

Massachusetts, 

USA  

 

 

Lana Tisdel 

Born:  

Birthplace:  

 

"I knew who she was. She said she had to get her head back together. She wanted to come back 

to her old life and her old life was Teena Brandon."  

- JoAnn Brandon (Teena's Mother), 2000. 
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Hilary Swank Character-to-Actress Comparison: 

 

 
Hilary Swank as 

Teena Brandon 

 

 
Hilary Swank at the 

2002 

MTV Movie Awards 

  

It was quite a drastic transformation for the actress, Hilary Swank (pictured both left and right 

above). It was a transformation that yielded her a Best Actress Oscar and future roles in films 

like Insomnia (2002) opposite Al Pacino. 

    
 

 

 

Friday, 26 December, 2003, 03:44 GMT  

The victims of prejudice 

By Chris Summers  

BBC News Online  

On 26 December 1993 a young transsexual was shot and stabbed to death in the United States in a crime which later 

became the subject of the Oscar-winning movie Boys Don't Cry. Ten years on, her family are still seeking justice 

and dozens of transsexuals continue to be murdered every year.  

The film told the true story of Brandon Teena, a girl from Nebraska who 

chose to live as a boy.  

Brandon, who was 21, and two other people, were shot and stabbed to death 

only days after she complained to the police about being raped.  

Two men, John Lotter and Marvin Nissen, were convicted of first-degree 

murder.  

Nissen struck a plea bargain and was jailed for life in exchange for testifying 

against Lotter, who was sentenced to death in 1996.  

Nebraska is the only state in the United States which retains the electric chair, last used in 1997 for triple killer 

Robert Williams.  

Lotter's lawyers are still fighting to save his life.  
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But Brandon's mother JoAnn is campaigning for justice for her child, who was born Teena Brandon but flipped her 

names when she started living as a boy.  

JoAnn Brandon remains bitter about the way her daughter was treated after she made the rape complaint.  

TRANSSEXUAL MURDER CASES 

 Feb 1997: James/Robyn Brown, London, UK  

 Oct 1999: Sissy "Charles" Bolden, Savannah, Georgia  

 Jul 2000: Julia Carrizales, Webster, Texas  

 Oct 2002: Gwen Araujo, Newark, California  

 Jul 2003: Kendrick/Cinnamon Perry, Houston, Texas  

 Aug 2003: Emonie Spaulding, Washington DC  

 Oct 2003: Erika Johana, Rome, Italy  

Brandon, 21, had lived as a boy for several years, strapping her breasts down, wearing men's clothes and padding 

her underwear with socks.  

She was also dating a woman, Lana Tisdale, who initially believed she was a boy but remained with her when she 

discovered the truth.  

Six days before she died Brandon was attacked and raped by Lotter and Nissen, who had recently found out she was 

actually a girl.  

Brandon reported the attack to Richardson County Sheriff Charles Laux and identified Lotter and Nissen as the 

assailants.  

Mr Laux has been heavily criticised for not arresting the pair and for the way he acted during Brandon's interview.  

He ridiculed her sexuality and was later censured by Nebraska's Supreme 

Court for the "crude and dehumanising" way he went about interviewing her.  

"Laux's conduct was extreme and outrageous, beyond all possible bounds of 

decency, and is to be regarded as atrocious and utterly intolerable in a civilised 

community," wrote Judge John Hendry.  

Last year Mrs Brandon was awarded $7,000 for the emotional distress to 

Brandon before her death and $5,000 - less than the funeral expenses - for her 

own loss.  

'Her life was worth more than $5,000'  

Mrs Brandon lost an appeal to the Nebraska Supreme Court and said at the time: "I am very disappointed. I think my 

daughter's life was worth more than $5,000."  

Gwen Smith, who runs a website called Remembering Our Dead which monitors violence against members of the 

transgender community, said there had been a gradual changing of attitudes in the US and added: "A lot of it stems 

back to the Brandon Teena case.  

"It was very shocking and it was a wake-up call. After it happened the transgender community began to get together 

and start working on things."  
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She said violent antipathy towards transsexuals remained high in the US, especially in certain "hotspots" such as 

Washington DC and Texas.  

"Changing people's attitudes is a slow process. It's an evolutionary process and it will take time"  

Gwen Smith 

 

Remembering Our Dead  

Ms Smith told BBC News Online: "In the last calendar year there have been 39 transsexuals murdered worldwide, 

and all have contained an element of anti-transgender bias in them."  

One of the most horrific cases was that of Gwen Araujo, a 17-year-old boy from Newark, California, who chose to 

live as a girl. He was beaten, raped and then murdered after several young men at a party discovered his true 

sexuality.  

Ms Smith said: "There have been changes in Nebraska since Brandon was killed. It was something which shamed 

the community, a bit like the murder of [homosexual student] Matthew Shepard in Wyoming in 1998."  

At Lotter's trial prosecutors said he was terrified of being jailed for the rape and decided to silence the only witness.  

Lotter and Nissen tracked Brandon down to a remote farmhouse near Humboldt, Nebraska and killed her, a friend 

Lisa Lambert, 24, and another man, 22-year-old Phillip DeVine.  

Race for plea bargain  

When they were arrested for the murder Nissen offered to give evidence 

against Lotter in exchange for avoiding the death sentence.  

Lotter's attorney, Jerry Soucie, told BBC News Online: "The US has a system 

of plea bargaining, which is always a race to the district attorney's office and 

the guy who gets there second is dead."  

Mr Soucie recently filed a petition with the US Supreme Court requesting the 

death sentence be set aside because the sentencing phase was undertaken by a 

judge rather than a jury.  

Mr Soucie said there was no physical evidence linking his client to the murder scene: ―It was circumstantial 

evidence based on the sexual assault a week before, which established motive, and several people saw them looking 

for Teena Brandon on the day of the homicide.‖  

Mr Soucie said there had been a lot of embarrassment in Nebraska about the way the case was handled by Sheriff 

Laux.  

‗Embarrassed‘  

―People were embarrassed that this crime happened in Nebraska and not Possum Shore, Mississippi. It made us look 

like a bunch of doofuses,‖ he said. Jerry Soucie, Lawyer  

Mr Laux was voted out of office shortly afterwards and now works as a prison guard.  
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Earlier this year the Nebraska Supreme Court rejected appeals by Lotter's lawyers, who claimed he was entitled to 

have a glove DNA tested.  

But Mr Soucie said: ―I still think Mr Lotter has at least two or three years to fight on.‖  

Gwen Smith said many US states had now introduced legislation to combat discrimination against transsexuals - the 

UK is set to introduce its own Gender Recognition Bill next year.  

But she said: ―Changing people‘s attitudes is a slow process. It‘s an evolutionary process and it will take time.‖ 

Jury selection begins in Greeley transgender killing 

By Monte Whaley, The Denver Post  

Posted: 04/14/2009 09:22:15 AM MDT, Updated: 04/14/2009 03:09:39 PM MDT 

 

 
Angie Zapata (Colorado Anti-Violence) 
Related Articles 

GREELEY — Jury selection began today in Weld County District Court for a murder trial that 
has gained national attention because the victim was a transgender woman.  

Angie Zapata, 18, was found beaten to death in her Greeley apartment July 17. The suspect in 
her killing — 31-year-old Allen Andrade — is facing a first-degree-murder charge as well as an 

additional hate-crime charge.  

Andrade allegedly attacked Zapata with his fists and a fire extinguisher after he discovered that Zapata was biologically a man. The two had met 

on an Internet dating site.  

Andrade reportedly referred to Zapata as ―it‖ to police and said all ―gay things need to die.‖  

His defense lawyers are expected to argue that Zapata's slaying  

 

Allen Andrade, 31, allegedly attacked Angie Zapata in her Greeley apartment with his fists and 
a fire extinguisher after he discovered that Zapata was biologically a man. (Weld County 

Sheriff's Office) 

was a crime of passion and not premeditated.  

Prosecutors claim Andrade hit Zapata, then began cleaning up her apartment, and hit her at 

least five more times. That, they argue, is a sign of cold-hearted calculation and deserving of a much longer prison sentence if he is convicted.  

Today a jury pool of several hundred people reported to court. Judge Marcelo Kopcow is questioning a handful of potential jurors every half hour 

about specific answers on the forms they filled out.  

Zapata‘s death is the first in the country to be prosecuted under the transgender classification of a hate-crime law, say activist groups. Several 

organizations are lending their support to the Zapata family in hopes of getting a national hate-crime law.  

But prosecutors worry that all the publicity the case has garnered — including a full-page ad that ran last week in several Colorado newspapers 

and online — could taint the jury pool.  

Also covering the trial is truTV, a cable channel focusing on high-profile murder cases.  

Jury selection will continue through today and go into Wednesday.  

Monte Whaley: 720-929-0907 or mwhaley@denverpost.com  

mailto:mwhaley@denverpost.com
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=2394927
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=2394923
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