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Chapter 1(0:00:29)The New Boy (Main Titles)
Kimberley Pierce piclup the Village Voice in April of 1994, in
NYC and read the story of Teena Brandariot of the stories

surrounding Teena Brandon were sensationalized by the media g

the crimes that were committed against her.

Does Kimberly Peircayriter and directoroB o y s

believe her film is true to the real story of Teena Brandon?
Kimberly Peirce said that she is aware that she took dramatic

liberties with the film. One of these liberties includes the exclusio
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the second witnesaho was also murdered at the scene.

Biography forKimberly Peirce

Birthdate, September 8, 1967

Stop Los$2008)

Trivia Kimberly Peirce has a B.A. in English and Japanese literature from University of Chicago and an M.F.A. in film from Columbia
University. She lived in Japan for two years and worked as a photographer, and has written magazine articles about film.
Graduated from Miami Sunset High School in Miami, Florida and is a former classmate of comedian Mark Ginzo

Two characteristics of Ingendent Films, (1) works on a smaller budget, (2) faster film time

table.

Don

The first choice the director had to make was how to present the story of Brandon, for that was

the character that she originally fell in love wilhthe real life story no one wable to fall in

t

l ove with Brandon, b 8oovhaldoegouehbw theeaedierae fgst tiperb@/s e n ¢

or the girl?

So as we start here, we start with the fantasy of Braridos.is how he sees himsélile don
start with t hstarthvithyhe girg butthe fastasghe diréctor, Kimberley, felt
that this would be the way to bring the audience deeply in to the story a quickly as possible.

If you look at all of our favorite films, you have about a minute and a half to do anytting

t

want in the beginning of a movi& ou can even get into the fantasy of the characters in this time

frame, and the audience will stay with ydihis opens up the landscape to take the audience
anywhere you want ta@-hink about the Wizard of Oz, howapens up with the heavens and then

brings you down to the Kansas Farmhouse.

This is also where the casting begivisu knew that you needed to start in a Trailer Park,

because that is where Teena lives, and so we start out with the first night thaissled dp as a
boy You couldn*t start with her as (Bthafirstral ,
story of transformation, like Jekyll and Hyde, or Cinderella, and then we would never get into
the(2) love story.The love story is the heaof the movie; it is the point in which everybody can

enter.There are two stories to tell leg(1) transformation and (2) the love story.

Biography forHilary Swank
Birth nameHilary Ann Swank
Height5' 7"

Mini biographyHilary was discovered ascaild by producer Suzy Sachs, who coached her in actin¢
When she was nine years old she starred in her first play as "Mowgli" in "The Jungle Book." She
began to appear regularly in local theater and school plays. She went to school in Bellingham, w
she lived with her family, until she was 16. She competed in the Junior Olympics and Washingtor
State championships in swimming; she ranked 5th in the statearoalid gymnastics (which would
come in handy for starring in Next Karate Kid, The (1994) yksdes). In 1990, Hilary and her mother
moved to Los Angeles, where she enrolled in South Pasadena High School, and started acting
professionally. She appearedBnffy the Vampire Slayer" (1992)ut Next Karate Kid, The (1994) .
where she got the part contipg against hundreds of other actresses was her breakout role. Ever

then she has been much in demand, and has workestoin movies. She won the Best Actress
Oscar for Boys Don't Cry (1999Qff-screen she married Chad Lowe on September 287188 A
aficionado for anything that involves the outdoors, she enjoys: sky diving, river rafting, and skiingf"
SpouseChadLowe 19972007

Trivia
. Cut off all of her hair and lived as a boy for 1 month to prepare her for her role as Teena
Brandon in Boys DanCry (1999).
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Has been acting professionally since she was 16.

Discovered as a young child actor by Producer, Suzy Sachs.

Mother Judy Swank moved with her to LA area at age 16, where, impoverished for a while, they lived out of their car.
Earned $75 a dapr Boys Don't Cry

SalaayBoys Don‘t Cry, $3,000

So we start with the first night of Brandon dressing up as a boy, something he has wanted to do
all his life. The key in casting is to finsomeonavho can actually pull this of§5omeonevho

can pass as much as Brandon, as Brandorsdideonav h o & stam, but is a great actorew

need the audience to believe that Brandon is a boy.

It took three years and over 1,000 girls auditioning, before the director found this beautiful
androg/nousactress Hilary Swank.

They attempted to establish a shot that you were walking into the landscape of your fantasy
(Fantasy Landscapdj is a three shot structure that is repeatethia Wizard of Qz1) a shot of

the character, 2) a shot of tltlscape, and 3) the character moving into the landscape and us
moving through that landscape with therhink about the scene where Dorothy walks into
Munchkin land right after her house has landed on the wicked Witch of the East.

Now hopefully you arén every ones fantasy, looking into the mirror feeling great about yourself

and your appearancéhat escape world that no matter how dangerous it may be, you can go

after what you want which is the giflhere was another song in here at this point, kvhias

B o s t dust what | neededfore thana FeelingBut t hey c i théydvanted closef f or d
to a million bucks to use the sor&p you get the sound track of the CAR&e song is a little

hard and what they have done is atechniquecalledbo a ki ng i tll, where they
the song and it comes out a little softer and romantic.

Take the sound out and let it echo in the minds of the audience, as they are both now pulled into

the fantasyThen we come back to the shot of Bran@md add the song back in, which is much

harder, then they throw it back in to reverb and soak it, as it echoes out it to the future that

Brandon walks into.

We are ending the titleequencd;, et “ s revi ew wha't
happened so fawe have been broughito the dream of

Brandon, we have been brought into the birth of Brandon,

we have gone inside the skatin
kiss, which has hopefully suggested that something

dangerous is comingnd thetitle sequence is oveY.ou

go up to the havens and you sit back and it is time for the

movie to begin.

Chapter 20:05:23)Lincoln, Nebraska 1993
About a year hapassednd all hell is breaking los&ou
cut to running in the rain and who is it, it is Brandon and

3l Primary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe



Film Study |l ecture on the fil m, Boys Don

Compiled by Dr. Jay Seller

the people who are chasing hare all the boys who are the brothers of sisters he has dated and
they are all mad at himi\nd they are all out to get him.

All of the guys outside of the door where created in-postiuction, because really yoannot

record and film anyone running thugh the rain and screamiripu are listing to seven tracks

and it is the sound editors who providing the voices of the guys outside of thé e all
constructed after the fadh postproduction stage of the film making proceBkere were a few

more scenes involving Brandon, but what they had to establish as quickly as possible was to get
Brandonin enough trouble to get him kicked out of Lincoln and on his way.

0:07:00Alicia Goranson playing the role @fandice had originaly came in for Brandon, and
she played a _dumb fuck" Brandon -~ n it was
just have to be in the movikt.was after a lot of consideration that they decide "

to cast her as Canda&he is a graduate of Vassar College,|lBhgnajor with
a concentration in poetry, best known for her role orRibgeanne Shqw
playing the daughteEhe used to take time off from the show to volunteer at' i
summer camp for inner city kids in Michigan.

Biography forAlicia Goransor(Candice)
Birth nameAlicia L. GoransonNicknamelLecy, Height5' 5" 1

0:0826 Nothing like trying to film a fight on a low budget, when you are filming a fight scene
you want to get as many angles as possible,
They were unable to get the introduction in the bar filmed, between Brandon and John Lotter, it
was written so they threw it in the alley scene and it worked much better.

0:09:27These two have an interesting if not unsettling relationship
John findssomeonevho looks up to him as a man and Brandon fing
someondo look up to as a father figure.

Biography forPeterSarsgaard John Lotte)

Trivia Peter Sarsgaaattended Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, where Hewoded a
comedy improvisation group called "Mama's Pot Roast."

Where are they no@o-Starring with Elizabeth Shuathe offBr oadway r evi vyl
Lanford Wilson

Fimography

Actor:

1. An Education (2008) 18. K-19: The

2. Orphan (2008yohn Coleman Widowmaker(2002) Vadim Radtchinko

3. Inthe Electric Mist (2008) Elrod Sykes 19. The Salton Sea (2002) Jimmy the Finn

4. Elegy (2008) Kenneth Kepesh 20. Empire (2002) Jack

5. The Mysteries of Pittsburgh (2008) Cleveland Arning 21. Bacon Wagon (2001) Cowboy Zombie Victim

6. Rendition (2007) Alan Smith 22. The Center of the World (2001) Richard Longman

7. Year of the Dog (2007/1) Newt 23. Housebound (2000) Tom

8. High Falls(2007) 24. The Cell (2000) (uncredited) Julia Hickson's Fiancee
9. Jarhead (2005) Troy 25. Boys Don't Cry (1999) John Lotter

10. Flightplan(2005) Carson 26. "Cracker" Spencer (&pisode, 1999)

11. The Skeleton Key (2005) Luke Marshall 27. Freak City (1999) (TV) Cal Jackson

12. The Dying Gaul (2005) Robert Sandrich 28. Desert Blue (1998) Billy Baxter

13. Kinsey (2004) Clyde Martin 29. The Man in the Iron Mask (1998/1) Raoul

14. Garden State (2004) Mark 30. Minor Details (1998) Scott

15. Shattered Glass (2003) Charles 'Chuck’ Lane 31. SUBWAYStories: Tales from the Underground (1997) (TV)
16. Death of a Dynasty (2003) Brendon I 32. Another Day in Paradise (1997) Ty

17. Unconditional Love (2002) Window Washer 33. Dead Man Walking (1995) Wedr Delacroix

4lPrimary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe
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34. "Law & Order" Josh Strand (@pisode, 1995)

0:10:51Again a musical choice here, they wanted ®AG/DC, Black Sabbatbr Mega Death
inthese slotsher, but coul dn"‘ dndedudpfusinghe Dictdatorswiich soendt h ey
pretty good and they were a lot less monegeemed to work.All of

this stuff was shot at night with the director and the Director of
Photography (DP) after completing seventeen hour dealgat. of it

was filmed out of focus.

Biography forBrendanSexton Il| (Tom)

Birth nameBrendan Eugene SextddicknameBren, Height5' 6"

Trivia Siblings: Eben Sexton, Amber Sexton, and Tara Sexton. Brendan has a brother, Eben, and five
sisters, Tara, Amber, Lisa, llona, and Carinna.

/ Chapter 30:11:00)FallsCity

Here is a great example of the power of filthey had all of these
scenes with Brandon going to the doctor‘'s off
change, and you the audience learning about how he is struggling witlBitatw a s n * t
needed; instead we break it down to this one line here about how he can come home and they
will deal with it.

0:13:130ne of the interesting things about Brandon is that he would tell these girls that he had a
kid of his own and then later @hese girls would say that he got them pregribaik about the
inevitable liar.

Chapter 40:13:30)Lana

Great to see these scenes of Brandon communicating and hanging with the guys, this of course is
the biggest risk situation for Brandon, as it isploét where he might betray himself as a

woman.

The actoiRobert Prentiplaying the truck driver in the baoffering to give Brandon a ride back
to Lincoln ‘

sgpafer
When Lana stas at Brandon and asks,Wh o yoa%* e we ey Swank

have thesamequestion ofdentity and the theme fdhe seagemy puard
movie.Now Brandon is at the point of no return. He is L s

John's friend but John is
her puts him in direct conflict with John.

Lana,

This is the real song that the real Lana sang to the real
Brandon.The Bluest Stars in Texawriginally done by
Restless HeartNo dubbing here this is really Chloe singing
The director, Kimberley Pierce, meet Lana atGheck Stop,
and she agreed to let the director tell her real life story as
wel | a s |Bwasaarsiaoge meeting as they meet a
her house and Lana stared at Kimberley and said that sh The Best American )
thought she looked like Brandad.i mber | ey d o &% el

all like Brandon, but it could be that she is still looking to resolve something with h|m

5/ Primary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe
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Kim asked Bandon the question that she asked everyone that she interviewed about this movie,
_When did Lana know t haAndéesacdhdoh twheught uBt by
girl on the first day that | meet him, when | s&agaoket o  hThem underdrther
guestioning, she stated that it wasn‘t unti/l
girl. You can see the shifting going on, and it appears that she is still shifting back and forth on
thisissue;as a result that is how she is playedhis movie.

0:17:12The point here is to capture tledsds as they lived, from what Kimberley knew, Tom
really was an arsonisbetting many things on firdaroughouthis life, and that was one of the
things the director found really eresting Bou him. Lana seemed to hold this position as the
Queen Bee of the Never Worl8he kept satelliterelationship with Jon andhim of her, and
then Brandon wawalking right in the middle of thipseudgsychodrama.

Chapter §0:18:15) BumperSkiing

Endof act one and we can see the decision that Brandon is making, a clearly dangerous one,
made because he has fallen in IdKienberley interviewed guys in Falls City and at tQeick
Sopasking them how they proved tdameupTheydich hood
this bumperskiing and mailbox baseball.

Notice how they never allow Brandon to be too cool, he is always just a st&wofflames
played for fun, (1) Bumper skiing, and (2) mailbox baseball.

Continuity: John removes his shirt dugrithe bumper skiing. The next time we see him he has
his shirt on.

Took six hours to shot this scenbat beautiful bluesky behind Brandon is actually the sun
rising. They had several difficulties in shooting this nidktst off it had flooded thaight

before, so they were walking around in mud puddles and taking mud baths while they were
filming this sceneThey tried several times to put the HMI {plydrogen Mercury Incandescent,
An HMI is a blue color temperature light used to artificially oefarce sunlight on film.)

They had to continually move this lighting apparaiusere is also the gigantic electrical wires
overhead, which meant every time they tried to do sound, everything is conflicting with
everything elseThey did have a stumtouble, Hilary appears on the truck for her scenes, but
they had a boy stunt double take the falls for h@m took his own falls right therét was a
tough scene to do, and | imagine those six hours wen :

really quick. :

0:21:05In the background they Wicontinue to use the
song,Bluest Stars in Texaand play with it to indicate
that there is trouble in paradiSéhey just need the
audience to know that Brandon had stayed for Lana,
that everything was perfect until this moment right her

6] Primary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe
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Chapte 6(0:21:30)Lana‘ s Li f e

For the first time here we will hear female vocals in the movie. The reason why they do it here is
because Brandon is solidified as a boy, and you are scoring Tlsisdbecomes her scene
Lana‘s Poi nt.Lotsfof salupseareguirédRoDtiig scene simply needed to show all of
these shotdlVe have goBrandon stealing the tampons, Lana browsing in the store, the entrance
of the trucker, and the clerk‘s position.

Took eight takes to get this shot, it was a freezing raghtabout 5 am in the morninthey
needed a shot on the dolly that kept both of these individuals in the frame. They were always
right near a highway, which made the sound difficult to deal with.

0:25:58All of these televisions shots had to be pubboéin material, which is why you might

not recognize it. You"'l/ n o fTheceal Lananhad ahtheng fore d r 0 o
collecting cowslnterestingly at Branddns | o w eaftet he gob autot the hospital he stole a

cow mailbox forher.He was still thinking of her in his darkest hour.

0:28:050nething girls said were that Brandon always encouraged them to live out their dreams;

| guess that was one of the things that made him sp&eiha shaped herself into what she

wanted ad what these girls wanted; notice that all of them seem to be fath@rless.na‘ s f at h e
died at the age of twentyne, shortly before she was born.

Chapter 70:29:07)The Morning Routine

There were numerous scenes that had to be cut which depictetbBi@aring for CandicéNow

a compare and contrast between the two breakfastse cutting room they affectionately called
this scene the _lncest Breakfast. '

Then we cut to the dilemma that Brandon has to live with, and that is the rebellion afiyis bo

No matterwhat he did he wouldontinue to menstruate and continue to have breasts. And he

will have to continue to hide himself from the rest of thewdldtt he i sn‘t that st
he hides himself, and that was taken from thereal Braldbney di dn‘t want hi m
but he was always putting himself into these situations, which might lead to him being

discovered.

Psychologist would say that there must have been an
unconscious wish to reveal him, yet you wanted to conti
to havethe audience identify with hinso that was one of
the real tricks in the writing of this script. You want to kee
the audience on his side, while he would keep doing thes
things that were a bit setfestructiveHe needed the sock tg
carry out the premesof being a guy and the dildo to carry !
out the act of being a man, if he got the girl.

Compares well with the 2010 filiove you Phillip Morris
starring Ewan McGregor and Jim Carajso based on a
true story

70Primary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe
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Chapter §0:32.25)Lana‘ s Famil y

Thatmoment of Brandon‘s transformation for the
there had to be moments for Brandon wondering if he was going to be successful in carrying out
this charade.

There is a lot of confusion in this house as to who is who.
Just to make it clea
e this is Lana‘s house,
April, the little gilfisJ ohn‘* s daughter from his previous
Lana' s mlnmare aohadcouple
Lana and Jan were a couple aen she was fourteen years old,
Jahn likes Brandon,asiteas s omeone t o conf i dallhislie, somet

Filming Locations foB o0 y s t Cryp(1989)
Dallas, Greenville (Courthouse scene), Mesquite, Texas, USA

Chapter 90:37:44)Wall People
Little bit of background on Jm. The director wento the trid and watched bothbf these guys as
they stood tribfor their deedsShe also researched his past.

While Jdn was a fiveyearold student in Elementary School

he would have violent outbursts in school where he would

throw chairs acrosstherom and scream, _Mothe
Mot her (Phowmskoéthe.réal John Lotter.)

By the age of seven he was made a ward of the state.

And by thirteen he was stealing cars and taking them back to
Falls City.He would always say that he was doing it &b lgack

to his motherSo like Brandon, Jon had turned to a life of crime
to get love and acceptandehe race of the cars makes sense, because bwottadd Brandon

had this past of stealing cars for joyrid€his scene also allows Brandon to show his
masculinity in front of Jbin. Notice the sexual energy between them, além &gging him on

and Brandons taking the bait.

In real life J&nn Lotter would race past the Fall City
police station at 100 mph, and the officesuld
standup in their office saying what was that, oh that
was Jain Lotter. John would then lead the police to

v .
the exact spot you will see him lead the police in thi ‘ l
Y s

sceneBrandon takes the challenge here in a need t
prove his masculinity. | .
John Lotter Tom Nissen

In real life, Teena Brandon became ChauBgayman, Billy Brensonfenor Brandopand
Brandon TeenaDf course, just when he finds a family to fit intoweuld screwit all up. He

- 3

8lPrimary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe
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was always an inept criminal that is what made him so loveBbtdaking that challenge set in
motion everything that was his down fall.

Lana now does somethimgroicand that is that she steps in and sticks up for Brandon.

Chapter 1q0:42:00) No Impulse Control

The |ine, _Wel came, t awpcthdtadtey? Symelso eWeddmoéngse s dy
rage, Tom setting his own hodmse oagéjrandCahd:
ever a time for Brandon to get out, this was it.

This scene gives you a little bit more information about Tssen who would cut himself and

burn hmself. He had numerous friesdn Falls City who talked about hanging out with Tom and
would show their scares of the cuts they inflicted upon themselves, while hanginghotiomait

This actorwanted tgout his own hand in the fire and cut himself in this scene, instead of using
makeup. The producer ‘s went nuts, along with the
were going to allow him to do that on film.

The sun was rising and they were radiogyet that overhead shot, by climbing up the high
tension poles her@his next shot is a timkapse photography, where the camera was set up all
night long.The timelapse is shot at one frame per second as opposed to 24 frames per second
done by JohiRirozzi

Chapter 1X0:46:59) A Kiss Goodbye
They still push to keep Brandon lovable to the audience.

How did Teenabds mother, BoWwsanD@8m@ndOGmy react
JoAnn Brandon was outraged by t hearlyf2000bmés port
JoAnn, who could not work because of severe a

funeral. She said that she was irritated that a fund set up to pay for the funeral received meager
contributions, while others, such as the flmmakers, prefid f r om her dmughter 6:
really sick and tired of peopl e gsomiatediPigssmoney
arti cl eunderstand dow god can put three weeks of somebody's life up on film and win

an award for it.o

Didthefilmma k er s i nt €mothéereloAnnBeaadorgforthemoB®y s D®&n ot Cry
The fil mmakers did not interview Teenads moth
about her daughter. JoAnn was wupset ftiehdst

and relatives(The Associated Press)

What did Teena Brandonds mother think of Hil a
Teenads mother, JoAnn Brandon, was upset that
speech as Brandon Teena her daughter 6s mal e alter ego. nT
sai d. AShe should not stand up there and than
what they don't know. 0

What does Teenads mother beliean2 made her dau

9lPrimary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe
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JoAnn Brandon, Teenab6és mother, was wupset that
years when Teena was a young girl, Teena had been sexually molested by a man. JoAnn said

that Teena sought counseling in 1991, and began to dress inatothiag and date women as a
defense strategy. fAShe pretended she was a ma
in an Associated Press article.

Had Teenads mother been in touch with her dau
Teena's motherlaspso k e t o Teena on December 30th, the d
said that she had clearly spoken to a wonf@he Associated Press)

Chapter 120:51:23)Br andon‘ s Choi ce

One thing that is so attractive of Brandon is his unending idealism apdriheof his spirit and

his desirel believe the writing of this screenplay really captures those elements of Bradidon.

of this information was revealed by the research they did on Bramtlahhe stole checks, that

he purchased girls engagement simap their chargeards thahe stole cars, and that he was an

inept criminal Kind of like a Woody Allen take the money and r&ut the fact remains that he

was always in troubléhe randornshots of his alias and the trouble with the law vaerginally

going to be in the beginning of the movie, but it fits much better here and makes the scene more
climatic.

Here is aotherl frameper secondime-lapse shothat they shot all night long, by John Pirozzi.

Chapter 130:53:20)Lovers

Lana woked in a spinach cannei®ne of the things that drew the director to this film is that this

is also a story about female pleasure, a topic you rarely see on the ¥edesve a character

that is a girl and we are going to watch this girl seatkpleaste with girls.Here is also a

character that enjoyed giving women pleasure, which is what turned Brandon on.

The filming is done in Brandon's perspective;
pleases this girl. And then we switch to her pleasund what she is seeing, the hallucinogenic
feelthe lights and the highway as if they are coming at her.

Now the story continues to move Waard,throughouthe sex scen@ here are so many

guestions, how will Brandon continue to able to conceal listity, what will happen when

Lana discover s t haButbBsheavngyowntheisex scamedghowthey et c ...
made love, you get an understandaidpow he continues the charade.

Errors in geographyVhen the girls (and Brandon) go on a trip to Kansas City, the Dallas
skyline can be seen.

Continuity: When Lana is talking to Candace and Kate about the first time she had sex with
Brandon, she throws herself down on her bed, and puts her hands arehetefaright hand is

in front of her left hand, but in the next shot, they have swapped, and her left is in front of her
right.

100l Primary source, director‘s commentary by Kimberley Pe
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Atthe si ght of B rowwealaddnesssanothér guastian,gvbeen yon discover all that
you ever wanted, and somethingptures that, do you believe it, do you ignore it, or do you shut
it out.

WhenHilary Swankwas living as a man to prepare for the role of Brandon Tiermme month
she was so convincing that her riéagrs believed that the young man coming and going from
Swank’'s home (Swank in male character) was a visiting brother of hers.

As the director had interviewed the real Lana, she discovered that asking the question was not
neededThey had loved each othtar whichthey were, establishing or answering this question

di dn‘t seTehnre rterliactki vheeer e i s to show the audienc
simply trying to hold on to this one person she can identify with and the one person that she

loves.Not only does she buy back into the fantasy, but also she seduces Brandon back into the
fantasy.So now Lana is protecting him.

And now she seduces her friends into it, because on some level she needs them to be a part of it.
She needs to hold on ker lover and her family all at once.

Chapter 141:00:28)/Br andon‘ s Birt hd
But of course there is a danger here, she cannot hold o
all of this at onceWhat they establish hefor the
audience is that Lana and Brandon are trying to sustai
love affair in an increasingly dangerous environment.
Lana is trying to hold onto two thing4) her love for
Brandon and é2) love for involvement with her family.
But these two thingsannot coexistlf Lana had left with
Brandon, then maybe that could have survived, also if
had left without her, he might have surviv&dit to bring
him more deeply into the family is to set up the terms for
his revelation and his destruction.

Brandm did spend his last birthday with Lana and her family.

Anachronismsl n one scene, a video for —Don''t Want Y
video and album were released in 1997.

The audience is slightly relieved thatdovas gone for a little kile, but now that he is back the

fun and danger returiNotice also this is the house with no boundaries for LBEwaryone walks

in on her space and Remeamperthigigrnotio re sipewcs e hebbuts pl
claimed it as his owrnThus wth Brandon cominginondo * s tur f, taking over
getting the girl, Jon is warning him to stay away.

Chapter 151:06:34)Our Own Trailer Park
Here the use of the music pulls us forward, again with a lot of reVeeovoice over hereised
to be a complete sceriEhereare pointsn the narrative that you just want to leap forward.
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How did the local townspeople react to the film when it opened?
Reactions from the locals of Falls City, Nebraska were less than complimentary. The film

depi cted most of them as drunks. Altdéds nothing
Ernst, a | ocal Falls City movie theater manag
Falls City, o0 he said at t heed&aardAssodiated Press f i | m.
article, Altodos weird they made it more of a |

Chapter 161:07:33)A MessedUp Chick

With the beginning of this scene we have the fall of the house of téetsis where all of the

det ai | s oife stBtrtoaollidedcveryane related to the whippets scene hine.two

girls even went out to the store and bought some cans of whipping &eathe producers

came on set and took everything away, saying,

Errors in geographyBrandon goes into a building that says Hunt County on it to pay his ticket,
but ther e’ s mMNebraskahowevetioere s one iniTaxas where the movie was
filmed.

Now this takes us back to the real interview with Lana, where she revealddghstwhere she

found out that Brandon was a real dirhna still reversed this story later on, when she said she
still didn*t think that Birseemstioanshevstlllsnusahavgi r 1 wh
issues surrounding this relationship.

lana doesn‘t want to face t he tAsthaybxitheerthey as t
wanted to use the CURE version of this song, but it sounded very eighties and very British Pop.
It would have taken you out of this world to other places.

Chater 17(1:13:02Wher e s Lana?
You may not realize this but this is the same song tying these two scenes together, they just
slowed it down for the scene in the bar.

1:12:58Now that Candice is about to spill theabs, and fuel Jzn * s Budggt& milion

1:13:16AnachronismsWhile the movie was set in 1993, some of the characters were seen
drinking Celis Pale Rider Ale, which was not introduced until 1997.

1:14:00 Wehave to have this incredible passionate scene like a typical American sex scene, the

use of the car, out in the middle of nowhdfeerything was going great until they started

filming inside the car and a member of the crew told Kimberley that the dmnddwot come

off, and that is pretty standard for filming scenes insidedcar. you can‘t put t he
the car, then you have to take the car apart and put eveyyibiside the car.his chair is sitting

outside of the car on the gra$siswas filmed on the same night as the memoyound scenes.

1:15:26Here with the newspaper, they have a lot of information to tell the audience, so we jump
from one piece of information to the neXhere was some discussion about taking this scene
with the cross dressing literature out of the film, but when they did, there was less understanding
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of the viewpoints of the guy#and just how vulnerable they were to what Brandon was, and in a
way how curious and fearful they were.

Chapter 181:16:56)Are You a Girl?

This scene up to this point is exactly what happenatihaw Lana related the stofihe two of

them have this desire to hold on to each other and then to escape into their imagination, as that
seems like the only place that they canTgmprepare for her role, Hilary Swank lived life as a

man for at least a month, including wrapping her chest in tension bandages and putting socks
down the front of her pants much the same way that Brandon Teena did.

In this film there is the constant @m of the highway a better life somewhere else.

Was the real Lana Tisdel happy with Chl oe Sev
No. The real Lana Tisdel sued the flmmakers, claiming that they depicted her as a drug

addicted drunk, citing that the movie makesefarc es t o her as #Al azy, whi
snake. o0 The film also falsely depicts Tisdel
not hing about it after it has occurred, o0 as s

Chapter 191:21:11)The Full Flesh
—We ‘agieng to tell them what they W&sabeautifol hear . |
rendering of their love affair from her perspective of their life.

There are three violent scenes to come; this is the first ofttiestripping scend his oneis

done with a lot of wide shots proscenium swyléhouta lot of cuttingand a handheld camera

This was a way of revealing the essence of the violence so that the audience felt like they were
just watching itYou are not distracted by camera movesuis.This is the violation that really
destroyed Brandqrihe humiliation in front of his friends, the revealing of his identity, people
whom he thought were his friends, his loy@firrored shot in slow motion.Jhen we cut to this

shot, where Brandorealizes the real horror of what has been done to him. It is also the first time
that they go to absolute silendéis is a handheld camera in the bathroom, but they are trying to

keep it pretty steady, so that it doesn‘'t dis
As we goto the police station, there is a pretty big time jump albe. start the scene out in

Lana‘s mind, and then sl owlYguniynotcgthattiere hasau di e n
beenalostnightherB.ut you don‘t r eal i augustwentfromthpeht away;

stripping to the police station.

Chapter 2q1:24:12)The Rape
Now you begin to see how there was a night lost, and this is Brandon reconstructing what
happened.

They couldn*t afford to (¢etheca radgemuninbeyersdowot s, s
you find out that there has been a lost night and you find out what has hapgpegiedlly they

went from the stripping to the rape, but audience membersta@agraid that Brandon had

died, so they had to reverse seenesThis manner provides a little more protection for the

audience, since they are going back into it with Brandon.
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Notice how thee two are totally cdependent on each other to pull this thing off togefhias
is something that is repeated in renous crimes that take place around the country, involving
more than one accomplice.

1:27:00The flash backs done in four second frame flashbacks; normally they are filmed in six
second frames.

We keep coming back t o Br aemdniberthismemefresendon do
flashes are inspired byhe Pawnbrokerand are flash backs done in fe@condrame

flashbacks normally they are filmed in sigecond frame flashbacks more.So this hits you in a

visceral level, the way that it is hittilgyr a n d o n , so it‘s his memory kn
consciousThis is likehissult onsci ous saying, _I want to be r
trying desperately to shut it olBecause shutting it out is the only way that he can hold on to his
mascuine identity.

This scene was cut down fraits original length, as the audience said it was too long and too
brutal.

Then the third rape relayed in an almost like nightmarish dream fashion, we have to cut back to
Brandon of the present, remembering thig] keeping the connection for the audience with
Brandon of the present.

We have the Hpefriending of Tom to Brandon, which scares a lot of people, but is what actually
happenedNow they give the standard rape situation. That the victim brought thieorselves,

and that they are to blame for what ultimately happened to thiemberly also interviewed
numerous rape victims and many of them shared this aspect of the aftermath feelings.

Brandon, of course, may seem responsible for orchestrating hisedfdestructionNow
Brandon starts to take control of his situation, realizing that he must escape the hold of these two
individuals.

1:32:15This is purposely shot owtf-focus; when the editor got the dailies (unedited, raw
footage) she panicked andlled themThey had to explain that it was planned that viidne
information for this scene came out of KimberkRey e intervievs with Lana.

1:32:54The nurse here was also interviewed, and she provided an oasis for Braadestill

trying to lold on to who he idde was so vulnerablélnderneath this whole Brandon persona,

was this small twentpne year old girl, alond.he tear here is partly where the title of the film

comes fromWhen Brandon called home after this incident he told hisyamit hat he di dn’
This really begs the question in the'2zenturywhyc an‘t boys cry?

1:35:34We now present the audience with some rituals that are related toldehthg ritual

andburning ritual.Burning of the photos is burning the identityat Brandorhas created,

burningJddn * s | mage, washing off the rape, the deat
the soul for things to go on after deattou also have the idea of the phoenix rising from the fire.
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Here is where Teena Brandowolsta mailbox for Lana, on his walk home from the hospital.

Chapter 2X1:38:16)Together
This phone call tells you that the voices of evil have been unleashed and now these guys are out
there looking for Brandon.

We then cut to see that Brandon is isa#e hiding place, this shed behind the holiseould be
justtoo dangerous for him to be in the house.

Lana loves him and seeks him out, thus we have her emerging here as if from atiredsrall
shot in a real barn in the middle of the nidld@na sits on the edge of the coach here, kind of like
seeking his permission to get close to him, after what has happenednow afforded the
opportunity to surrender to her, and unravel all of the lies that he habléoitkeded to be

honest with her.

The dream of the highway became such a central piece, because it was a part of the beginning,
middle and endt ties everything togetheRreams of escape, the highway being the one place
you could go to that would lead you out.

Lana did say that shend Brandon were planning on running away to Lincoln together, after the
rape took place. She was asked if they were going to run away as lovers or 8tendaid,
—Since Brandon was a girl they 7Wendheduestne r unni
was put to her, if Brandon had a sex change operation, would you then becomeSlowesaid,
—Brandon didn‘'t need to have a sex change o
This only serves to shed light on the wonderful complexityofha s | ove f or Br a

They make a choice here not to show their love scene, for now it is too personal, too private.

Continuity:The cuts and bruises on Brandon‘s face cl
shack.

Again that beautiful light you sag the sun rising, which means they were racing to finish this
scenelnteresting change here, Lana was ready to run away in the barn, but now that she is back

in her room, she has her history around herfdreily; Brandon all of a sudden looks different

to her.Mom in real life said she felt terrible telling John where Brandon was, the actress in this
scene after filming it, turned to Kimberley a
killed.l

The Truth about the Day of Silence

Every year, me and more students participate in the Day of Silence, which began 12 years ago when University of
Virginia students wanted to find a way to bring attention to-a@®BT namecalling, bullying and harassment on
campus.

As the dayds p oehave iacreasedy maaynidspeecapponsshave spread about what the Day of
Silence is, why the day exists and what participating in it means. Heretarthsthat address common
misinformation about the Day of Silence.
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1) The Day of S bringattent®ite anfi GBT mamscalling, sullyingband harassment and

effective responses.

The goal of the Day of Silence is to make schools safer for all students, regardless of sexual orientation and gender
identity/expression. In a Harris Interactigudy on bullying, students said two of the top three reasons students are
harassed in school are actual or perceived sexual orientation and gender expression. Additionally, 4 out of 5 LGBT
students experience harassment at school.

Students across the watry participate in the Day of Silence to bring attention to this problem, let students who
experience such bullying know that they are not alone and ask schools to take action to address the problem.

2) Hundreds of thousands of students of all belkdskgrounds and sexual orientations participate in the Day of
Silence.

Ant-rL GBT bullying and harassment affects all students.

school. The Day of Silence is an example of students, from middle scbolté¢ge, working together proactively to
bring attention to the arLGBT namecalling, bullying and harassment experienced by LGBT and straight students

t

S|

ali ke. GLSEN, the Day of Silencedbds organi zgsteingatal spon:

www.dayofsilence.org.

Students from nearly 5,000 middle and high schools registered for the 2007 Day of Silence. GLSEN protects the
privacy of students and does not publish a list of students who have registered or their schools. Matsywgtoden
participate also belong to Gagtraight Alliance student clubs, of which nearly 4,000 are registered with GLSEN.
The first GSA was created by a straight student nearly 20 years ago, in the fall of 1988.

3) Day of Silence participants encourage salsdo implement proven solutions to address-a@BT namecalling,
bullying and harassment.

Adopt and implement a comprehensive-auotlying policy that enumerates categories such as race, gender,
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation and gender exsgien/identity.

Provide staff trainings to enable school staff to identify and addresd. &Bil' namecalling, bullying and
harassment effectively and in a timely manner.

Support student efforts to address drBBT bullying and harassment on campushsas the formation of a Gay
Straight Alliance.

Institute ageappropriate, factually accurate and inclusive curricula to help students understand and respect
difference within the school community and society as a whole.

4) The day is a positiveducational experience.

The Day of Silence is an opportunity for students to work toward improving school climate for all students. GLSEN
advises students interested in participating to discuss their intentions with their administration and teachers long
before the event.

The day is most successful when schools and students work together to show their commitment to ensuring safe

schools for all student s. Many schools allow studentsé

to speak ashey normally would during class and remain silent during breaks and at lunch. There is no single way
to participate, and students are encouraged to take part in the way that is the most positive and uplifting for their
school.

For the latest GLSEN findgs about antLGBT bullying and harassment and the school experience go to:
www.glsen.org/research
Posted: 3/19/08

Chapter 221:46:31)J ohn* s Justi ce

Tom in his testimony stated that Lana was at the mwakre But no one really fully knows

what happened that nighithese shots are haield camera, but they are very carefully
choreographedihe climax was the rape, so that this is very tightly filmed, with no extra shots.
Lana enters the house bBéo shav that she can fully embrace who Teena is, that they can still do
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it, that the dream is still aliv8hree violent scenes; 1) Stripping scene, 2) Raping scene, 3)
Murder scene

Tom wanted to kilkll of the witnesseddere is @ unfortunate aspect diereal story that
involvesHate crimesThree characteristics of a Hate Crin(iE) touch the victim(2) using sharp
objects,(3) mutilate the bodyT hey di dn‘ t Brandoogpey stabbed him and shog
him again.

This @an also be compared to thaté crime involving the death of the young gay college
student, Matthew Shepherd in Laramie Wyoming.

Continuity: When Brandon ishot, blood splatters on the wh#hind her, yet when John gets up
just a few seconds later, there is no blood on that péneavall.

Continuity: When Candace is shot, her legs fall straight in front of her. The next morning one of
her legs is bent to the left

Revealing mistake¥ ou can see Brandon‘'s jacket moving (
after being shot ik head. Candace also moves.

What did Sarah Nissen, cousin of attacker Tom Nissen, think of the film?

An 18yearold highschookt udent at t bhreleasei Samh Nosten,tcdugnof i | mo
attacker Marvin Thomas Nissen, said that everything Toat told her about the actual events
indicates that thelfimdé st oryl ine i s wrong. fAThereds none

just weird. o

Chapter 231:50:44)1 * | | Be Waiting....
This is the destruction of a body and a soul, and Brandon wasreadening to Tom and John.
They continued to feel the need to escalate the attack.

We repeat Br an deBluestStars of Texddhis filra is @most a tragic love
poem for the two of them and between themilar to Romeo and Julietust this moment of
Lana, maybe it is not true, maybe she could w

Not since Ssmwhae $SRopmdBé&M™[ad an actress in an independently
produced film received the best actress Oscar.

When we hear Brando* s f i nal wo r érsal optenisih ang hisiclmatmbtoeh i s et
things that people who knew Brandon loved about finfs final section is inspired by the idea

of Lana that Brandon is still out there, searching for her, with some kind of hiogseems to

help Lana go on and find meaning to her own life, to escape. It also helps encourage us all.

Teena Brandon, 21 years ol d, 5601 tall, weigh

What has become of Teena Brandon's killers, John LatigTom Nissen?
John Lotter is on death row awaiting executio
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serving a |ife sentence in prison. Ni ssends s
The two men were convicted of the murder ein&eBrandon, who used the alias Brandon Teena

when she posed as a man. They killed thgezi-old in an attempt to silence her after she told

the police that they raped her when they learned her true gender. Two others who were witness

t o Teena e alsokilied a the seene by the two men.

ON SCREEN CREDITS
e Brandon Teena (Teena Brandon) 19893
e John Lotter was convicted of first degree murder for the killing of Brandon Teena.
currently appealing his conviction from death row.
¢ Marvin Thoma Nissen (Tom) cooperated with the prosecution and testified against John.
He is currently serving consecutive life sentences.
o A few years later, Lana Tisdel had a baby girl and returned to Falls City to raise her.

Chapter 24: Epilogue/End Titles

_BoDlmsn ' tDir€etoryTurns Her Lens on What It Means to Be a Soldier

By John Anderson
Special to The Washington Post
Tuesday, March 25, 2008; Page CO1

LOS ANGELES-D o nttytotelldirectokKi m Peirce t hat -Lhoesisdboutthe Irampavri .e —IStt ‘o
n o tshe kays. Case closed.

It is, however, her first feature film in nine yeafsince her Oscavi nni ng debut -—aloys Don't C
consiering its obvious i nfl ue nComisgHO(O ma@rdenoiBeprtoveamsce lf y ,Ou-
Deer Hu i & postvla) movid made before the war is over.

Whi | e -L-eSisdppning in a marketplace that seems to recoil from anything vaguely associated with Iraq,
what Kimberly Peirce is really after in her film is a tie®s phenomenon the camaraderie of men at war, thwarted
by an inability to protect their comrades.

+waned to tell anthedtedradddiaettor saysoveonmonninglcoffee, wearing-shirt under
her suit jacket that advertisesanLmdot or c y clitrerearb@Bp 006 tr oops twweaottotebught , I
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astoy t hat had hamplpokingdadthaauov @r 68D. Attt ua-l bgasnevelylmteiodea of
the process. |

In his review, Rolling Stone critic Pet&ravers suggests Peirce has found what she wampfik with her latest
mo Vv i Tee emetional battlefield on which Peirce paints her canvas strikes a universal chord that transcends
politcsandprac hi ng. |

While Peirce seems adamant about not dzitig the mission-s he uses t h ¢orefeoto ahyselgient r i ot I
who enlisted after 9/11, and her younger brother went to-Iridig message of the mewvs not exactly Rummy

e s gue | o-sGpimllly a financial term, i.e., larokerage order h at k s &poant fom kemorrhaging

money, helps keep the U.S. military from hemorrhaging troops. Wihat me ans i s esenligmedti ng a so
beyond the terms of his contract.

— S t-Loopsissa'movie about guys who signed up after 9/11 Hicdha right reasons- protect your family, your

home, your c o édnmdtheyyhavé thisexperiesca thad everysolierl d me s ol disers go t
about protecting the soldier to your left, the soldier to your right, being willing tiodtbem and being challenged

by the nature of this conflict, the nature of urban warfare. So many saddalis d t o renpettingusimh ey *

i mpossible circumstances. —

And those circumstances include stops: In the movie, a soldigrh ot h §hbeikggdischagged (Ryan

Phillippe) i s tgai o do b&ck to frag. He refuses. Interstate flight ensues. But this is in large part a narrative
device-- so is Iraq, to a degree: Peirce is far more interested in what war means to men in a largeowense,

provides them "an arena where guys can be guys . . . a space to be together in a way they truly love. And which they
can't have anywhere else."”

In interviews she conducted in places such as Paris, Ill., and throughout base towns in Texas (filheis tet),
Peirce talked to vets, AWOL soldiers, soldiers who had fled to Canada. The subjects formulated or confirmed a
great deal of what Peirce thinks about men,-piég/ing and gender politics. The process took a year, and if that
seems like a logtime, there is that factthatis b een ni ne syastanovie, whichralsoequeBtieried ticee *
so-called nature of the sexes.

—B oy s D owhicht worCarBgst Aictress Oscar for the previously unknown Hilary Swank, was based on the
story of Biandon Teena, a Nebraska transsexual who was beaten, raped and murdered in one of the more notorious
hate crimes of the 1990s. The movie's message was more than timely: Although entirely unconnected to Peirce's
story, the 1998 murder of gay University of @fging student Matthew Shepard occurred gugear before the

r el e aBoys DantC r ~#hrdiving another shaft of harsh light on America's struggle with homophobia and
intolerance.

+sat of willed it into existwhiohclecelvr Beer wet baBPuwndygf Bi—B o g ¢
then the culture enabled me to continueimakg i t . |

—think she was just very passionate and articulate aboutwhaer vi si on f or t lpreduceo vi e wa s
Christine Vachon, whose New Yehbased Killermilms has been behind the innovative filmmaking of Todd Haynes

(—I *m NpMarylHareo e l( —The Not omandbadd Bedltord 2 apgwasSdbletoyt el | i ng
get a strong sense about what she was going to do . . . | think she just cangeyed that she really knew her

story,and shedd®o met hi ng magni ficent with it.|I

Shedid, map agr ee. R o g earwortBybcempéanior ta thdsesother masterpieces of death on the prairie,
_Badl ands*® an dAndyetrgettdgd ssnd Brojecbod scredin has been a struggle.

—Look, it's harstardmeekfornhge npoevoipelse. tlhta't i tFinslingghatsy f or , I Va
combination of the story that you want to tell, and having it align with the elements just §ghpu can actually
getitdone-i t *' s crazy. |l
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A littl e cr azibroughtftherto thP atention rot justeBHoNywolbd, but the Academgt@no

Chloe Sevigny was also nominated, as Best Supporting Actress).

- was the greatestxperience omy | i f e, I ItRa&simy geredersmey gexuality—my friends. My friends
werescreamip, _You said the words _lesbian' a+fwbhadthebignssexual
cellphoneb ac k t hen, anWhododoeaga, yoesetlea tl itk ,Jgan Ri vers!! Whooaa

Hollywood started throwing money at Peirce. But she had her eye on one story: The 1922 shooting death of film
director William Desmond Taylor, which, coinciding as it did with the equally sensationalized Roscog (Fatty
Arbuckle sexmurder case, led to a crackdown on Hollywood immorality.

—XKingVidort ri ed t o make Parcesaysyrefergnabout het | & tSedidsgreeavariter] di r ect o
Robert Town e. sgreatestsunsbived rhuyder ongsidayd the whole thing was covered up.

Completely covered up, whitglove coveedup, by the government and by Hollywgdd save Hollywood and
America‘'s innocence. That's my take.l

SoPeice says she solved t he muj},dreaasdcriptive gotherdilmcdstwith a bi g r
Annette Bening, Hugh Jackman, Ben Kingsley and Evan Rachel Wood.

—Fhen the studio [DreamWorksjruhsh e number s, I she says. —They |l ove it,
a nd dlowe to see the $30 million v@on, but we only wantto payfortdfe2 0 mi I I i on wvetr si on. An
want to see the moviewe wantt pay f or . |

—Being adirectorformes about being a realist, S0 idlossaldloi ke, _ Oka:
time. That was the n d 03 which.would not have been terribly long, buttler al | y t helcancbet week |
massv el y depressed, but s cr eSeshetook off withrer tgemimtenneReid @arolint di f f er
( He had just graduated Harvard andeama y i ng, _ 1 ‘| | dllogo anywhdrehwanttp maker y o u , .
mo vi es wi Hehwasyfronua nilitary family, | was from a military family, so we picked up our cameras, |

paid for everythingpand we fl ew t o Pari s, T Tinois.|I

Peirce, whosgrandfather fought in World War Il and whose-yi€arold brother served in Irag, had an automatic
connection with the soldiers and the families of the 1,000 soldiers at the hoimgdomaris. Less so with the
—i ndustry.|I

-As the project was developinigwould have conversations with people from the various studios and tell them
about the film," she recal bamazingtDhyowantdis tedewelppitwithh at ‘' s a ma:
you?" I

I sai dNottep uUtNod d wn e x e ctwantaa exscutivedoukti nlg doovne'r my Isshatoul der s

interesting? Is that necessary? lotoh of you need a Igdnapers $800 ankde what'it | was |
would cost $10,000 to do in the studio systembecause | 'm gonna just do it. 1
Ryan Riilip p e s a ysyerdomal imolheement--t h e i nt edrdone,¢he ieseardh,ahie fact that her brother

was there- was essential to the success of the filming.

—Knowing it came from such a personal place for her, and having seen the reseatich ahd that she was going
to these homecomings, and watching hours upon hours of soldier videos, allshatpas, t hat was i mport
he said.

He found it strange, however, when he realized shesw t he f i r st dévermerkecevthdi r ect or he'
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—That is shocking, Il Phillippe s &gdrangecommerdayorethis ‘ ve made
business. We need more femalévirer s and mor e Vv oi eedeenenconraging Kinaabodts one t h
don't wait another nine yeais make a film. People need to have that kind of inspiratienstt an pr ovi de . |

On the other hand, he says, gender had very little relevance r e gar ds t o nstolkghentbantlbte f i | m.
of the men | ‘' ve Wougheréehdn Bastwodh , dr hal smygs. I —

Transgendered community remembers death that sparked a movement

Sunday, December 28, 2003

The rape and murder of Brandon Teena, who was born female, brought attention to and galvanized the
transgendered community.

FALLS CITY, Nebraska (AP)- Ten years ago, a handsome, brewn =
haired 21yearold named Brandon Teena was raped and later murdes

by two men after they discovered he wasn't born a iflaemNew :
Y e & EVe tragedy in rural southeastern Nebraska inspireanhed
winni ng 1999 f il m,ItalsdBtaughed ofd @movementC
in the transgendered community.

In the days after Teena was killed, a new generation of activists ban
together to demand greater civil rights protections. Ten years later,
municipalities and states have hate crime laws that specifically incluG&®=

transgendered people, according to the Transgender Law Policy Institute. California became the fourth sta
such a law earlier this year.

Big corporations, such as Hewl¢tackard and Nike, have adopted similar rules. And 145 members of Congr
have banned such discrimination from their offices, said Riki Wilchins, executive director of the Washaggd
Gender Public Advocacy Coalition.

Pictured: Brandon Teena was murdered in this house outside Humboldt, Nebraska. Two people who witne
killing were also killed

—How many times do you gettoseeagmrd a c hange | ispeeeptiohs? Butyowlook a Gopdree
corporate America, and cities and states ... and you see this enormous change in how people are deokiega
a civil Milopihstsa@d. i ssue, |

Nebraska passed a hatéme law in 1997, but it did not refer specifically to transgendered peoplaslfound
unconstitutional after a 2000 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in another case involving sentencing provisions.
One problem for the transgendered commusityhich encompasses a range of identities including atosssers
and transsexuals is thatallies have been hard to come by.

Althoughtheyweredt he f or ef r ont s 1969 Starewall Rias; vihichded toyhe gay rights
movement, the relationship between the transgendered amd gay m u nhiasn'yalways been easy.

—+oralongtme, t he gay moWed that'sath wad elrieksd ,i smpt opriprobitein.ey oy,
folks aretooweirdWe don' t wa nt saitl BaisleyaClriah, éxecutiyeodinector bf the Center for Les
and Gay Studies at Brooklyn CollegeNew York.

Teesisww'y hel ped r ev eaimontgioend, Cwrahsaid. oup s’

Thena i onal at t entsmarderaso helped introduceltle é@easof being transgendered to main
America, said Shannon Minter, a board member of the Transgender Law and Policy Institute in New York.

—People are just much less freaked out about the concept, and see ustmanarabeings wit partners, families,
c hi | daideviinterd who is transgendered.
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Many activists say Teena's murder attracted so much attention because of its brutality and the failure of la
enforcement to protect Teena.

John Lotter and Marvin Niss were convicted of murdering Teena, who had dated a female friend of the twc
They also killed Lisa Lambert, 24, and Philip DeVine, 22, who had witnessed Teena's death in a farmhous:

A week before the killing, Teena had told the local sherifftlem had raped him, but the sheriff took no action.
In a scathing court opinion in 2001, Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice John Hendry said former Richs
County Sheriff Charles Laux showed indifference by referring to Teena as "it" and not inatyealisgsting the

suspects.

Laux, reached by telephone at his home, decline to comment.

A judge initially awarded Teenasother, Joann Brandon, $17,360 in
damages, saying that Teena's own lifestyle was partly responsible fo
death. The state Supreme Court ordered him to reconsider, and he I#
awarded Brandon $98,223.

Brandon's lawyer, Herb Friedman, said she nodonganted to talk
about case.

Lotter is now on Nebraska's death row. Nissen was sentenced to life 3
prison. , ¢

L 3
Though much has improved for the transgendered community in the [adtn Lotter, center, was convicted of
10 years, there is still a long way to go, Minter said. murders and sentenced to death in 1¢

In the past yeaalone, Remembering Our Dead, an online memorial that tracks bias killing of transgendered
around the world, recorded 17 deaths in the United States.

The few people in Falls City willing to talk about the case voiced a desire to move on aradifrustr its cost to
the county.

"Every town's got some weird people," said resident Mary Symonds.

About 25 miles from Falls City in the tiny town of Humboldt, the small farmhouse where Teena, Lambert ar
DeVine were killed attracts a regular streansightseers.

"They just drive and stare and | guess get a thrill out of that," said Dagmar Jansen, who moved into the ho
two years ago with her family.

"It's horrible. It probably comes from prejudice and people not beingmpeded.” Jansesaid. "I think by the ye:
2003 people should be able to live for who they are and not for what people think they should be."
http://www.cnn.com/2003/US/Central/12/28/brandon.death.transgender.ap/index.html

Woman to Wed _HKElerys Don't Cry'
Sat Mar 18, 11:25 PM ET

LINCOLN, Neb.- A Chicago woman has been granted a marriage license to marry one of the killers portrayed in

the movie "Boys Don't Cry."

Justine Mirth, 32, says she can't wait to marry Tom Nissen, who is serving life in prison for the 1993 slayings of

three people in a farmhouse in southeast Nebraska.
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"I'm dying to go see him. | want to hold him," she séide's the man | love. | want to spend the rest of my life with
him."

The crime inspired the awasdinning 1999 movie starring Hilary Swank, who played one of the victimgge2at
old Teena Brandon, who was born a woman but lived as a man in southeastkidebrder the name Brandon

Teena.

The couple have never met in person. Mirth and Nissen have learned about each other through long letters and
scores of 18ninute phone calls— the maximum allowed by the prison.

When she saw the film, Mirth said, shendified with the characters who played Nissen and hidedendant, John
Lotter, who is on death row. She had grown up "in a small, stupid town in Indiana," she said, and escaped by
running with a rough crowd.

"These were people | would hang out withréal life," she said.

Prosecutors said Teena was killed in a farmhouse, along with two witnesses, because he reported being raped by
Lotter and another man after they discovered his biological identity.

Boys Don't Cry (1999)
Starring Hilary Swank, Chloe Sevigny
inspired by the real life story of Teena Brandon

Hilary Swank Brandon Teena
Born: July 30, (a.k.a. Teena
1974 Brandon)
Birthplace: Born: December
Lincoln, 12,1972
Nebraska, USA Birthplace:
Lincoln, Nebraska,
USA
Date of Death:
December 31,
1993
Chloe Sevigny Lana Tisdel
Born: November Born:
18, 1974 Birthplace:

Birthplace:
Springfield,
Massachusetts,
USA

"I knew who she was. She said she had to get her head back together. She wanted to ¢
to her old life and her old life was Teena Brandon."
- JoAnn Brandon (Teena's Mother), 2000.
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Hilary Swank Characteto-Actress Comparison;

Hilary Swank as Hilary Swank at the
Teena Brandon 2002
MTV Movie Awards

It was quite a drastic transformation for the actreldary Swank (pictured both left and rig
above). It was a transformation that yielded her a Best Actress Oscar and future roles
like Insomnia (2002) opposite Al Pacino.

Friday, 26 December, 2003, 03:44 GMT
The victims of prejudice

By Chris Summers

BBC News Online

Don

On 26 December 1993 a young transsexual was shot and stabbed to death in the United States in a crime which later

became the subject of the Osednning movie Boys Don't Cry. Ten years on, her familysiileseeking justice
and dozens of transsexuals continue to be murdered every year.

The film told the true story of Brandon Teena, a girl from Nebraska who
chose to live as a boy.

Brandon, who was 21, and two other people, were shot and stabbethto dea
only days after she complained to the police about being raped.

Two men, John Lotter and Marvin Nissen, were convicted ofdiesfree
murder.

Nissen struck a plea bargain and was jailed for life in exchange for testifying
against Lotter, who was semced to death in 1996.

Nebraska is the only state in the United States which retains the electric chair, last used in 1997 for triple killer
Robert Williams.

Lotter's lawyers are still fighting to save his life.
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But Brandon's mother JoAnn is campaignfor justice for her child, who was born Teena Brandon but flipped her
names when she started living as a boy.

JoAnn Brandon remains bitter about the way her daughter was treated after she made the rape complaint.
TRANSSEXUAL MURDER CASES

[] Feb 1997: Jmes/Robyn Brown, London, UK

[J Oct 1999: Sissy "Charles" Bolden, Savannah, Georgia
[ Jul 2000: Julia Carrizales, Webster, Texas

[ Oct 2002: Gwen Araujo, Newark, California

[J Jul 2003: Kendrick/Cinnamon Perry, Houston, Texas
[ Aug 2003: Emonie SpauldingVashington DC

[J Oct 2003: Erika Johana, Rome, Italy

Brandon, 21, had lived as a boy for several years, strapping her breasts down, wearing men's clothes and padding
her underwear with socks.

She was also dating a woman, Lana Tisdale, who initialig\ed she was a boy but remained with her when she
discovered the truth.

Six days before she died Brandon was attacked and raped by Lotter and Nissen, who had recently found out she was
actually a girl.

Brandon reported the attack to Richardson Coungri§tCharles Laux and identified Lotter and Nissen as the
assailants.

Mr Laux has been heavily criticised for not arresting the pair and for the way he acted during Brandon's interview.

He ridiculed her sexuality and was later censured by Nebraskasnsaip
Court for the "crudend dehumanising” way he went about interviewing hé

"Laux's conduct was extreme and outrageous, beyond all possible bound™%
decency, and is to be regarded as atrocious and utterly intolerable in a cilg
community,” wroteJudge John Hendry.

Last year Mrs Brandon was awarded $7,000 for the emotional distress to
Brandon before her death and $5,008ss than the funeral expensdsr her
own loss.

'Her life was worth more than $5,000'

Mrs Brandon lost an appeal to thelMaska Supreme Court and said at the time: "I am very disappointed. | think my
daughter's life was worth more than $5,000."

Gwen Smith, who runs a website called Remembering Our Dead which monitors violence against members of the
transgender communityasl there had been a gradual changing of attitudes in the US and added: "A lot of it stems
back to the Brandon Teena case.

"It was very shocking and it was a walip call. After it happenethe transgender community began to get together
and start working on things."
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She said violent antipathy towards transsexuals remained high in the US, especially in certain "hotspots" such as
Washington DC and Texas.

"Changing people's attitudes issbow process. It's an evolutionary process and it will take time"
Gwen Smith

Remembering Our Dead

Ms Smith told BBC News Online: "In the last calendar year there have been 39 transsexuals murdered worldwide,
and all have contained an element of-@raiisgender bias in them."

One of the most horrific cases was that of Gwen Araujo;geaFold boy from Newark, California, who chose to
live as a girl. He was beaten, raped and then murdered after several young men at a party discovered his true
sexuality

Ms Smith said: "There have been changes in Nebraska since Brandon was killed. It was something which shamed
the community, a bit like the murder of [homosexual student] Matthew Shepard in Wyoming in 1998."

At Lotter's trial prosecutors said he wasifexd of being jailed for the rape and decided to silence the only witness.

Lotter and Nissen tracked Brandon down to a remote farmhouse near Humboldt, Nebraska and killed her, a friend
Lisa Lambert, 24, and another man;y&arold Phillip DeVine.

Racefor plea bargain

When they were arrested for the murder Nissen offered to give evidence
against Lotter irexchange for avoiding the death sentence.

Lotter's attorney, Jerry Soucie, told BBC News Online: "The US has a system
of plea bargaining, which mlways a race to the district attorney's office and
the guy who gets there second is dead."

Mr Soucie recently filed a petition with the US Supreme Court requesting the
death sentence be set aside because the sentencing phase was undertaken by a
judge raher than a jury.

Mr Soucie said there was no physical evidence linking his dliemt t h e mu It wae aircumstaatiale : —
evidence based on the sexual assault a week before, which established motive, and several people saw them looking
forTeenaBradon on t he day of the homicide.l

Mr Soucie said there had been a lot of embarrassment in Nebraska about the way the case was handled by Sheriff
Laux.

_Embarrassed

—People were embarrassed that this crime happened in Nebraska and not Possum SheigpiMiseisade usook
Il i ke a b un chesadierndSoucit, Lavges , |l

Mr Laux was voted out of office shortly afterwards and now works as a prison guard.
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Earlier this year the Nebraska Supreme Court rejected appeals by Lotter's lawyersjmén lotawas entitled to
have a glove DNA tested.

But Mr Solwstdlthiek Ms botted has atleast wo or t hree years to fight on.|

Gwen Smith said many US states had now introduced legislation to combat discrimination against trarskexuals
UK is set to introduce its own Gender Recognition Bill next year.

But sh€@hamagidngaipteiophdes i ssamevsllitionary processcaadsitwill take tilhe.

Jury selection begins in Greeley transgender killing
By Monte Whaley,TheDenver Post
Posted04/14/2009 09:22:15 AM MDT, Update@i4/14/2009 03:09:39 PM MDT

Angie Zapata (Colorado Antfiolence)
Related Articles

GREELEY— Jury selection began today in Weld County District Court for a murder trial that
has gained national attention because the victim was a transgender woman.

Angie Zapata, 18, was found beaten to death in her Greeley apartment July 17. Thersuspect
her killing— 31-yearold Allen Andrade— is facing a firstdegreemurder charge as well as an
additional hateerime charge.

Andrade allegedly attacked Zapata with his fists and a fire extinguisher after he discovered that Zapata was biologicdheawo had met
on an Internet dating site.

Andraderport edl y ref ertopoliceandsadapbht a—gay—+t hillngs need

His defense lawyers are expected to argue that Zapata's slaying

Allen Andrade, 31, allegedly attacked Angiepata in her Greeley apartment with his fists and
a fire extinguisher after he discovered that Zapata was biologically a man. (Weld County
Sheriff's Office)

was a crime of passion and not premeditated.

Prosecutors claim Andrade hit Zapata, then beganiolgap her apartment, and hit her at
least five more times. That, they argue, is a sign of-heklttted calculation and deserving of a much longer prison sentence if he is convicted.

Today a jury pool of several hundred people reported to court. Judgeld&opcow is questioning a handful of potential jurors every half hour
about specific answers on the forms they filled out.

Z a p adeath is the first in the country to be prosecuted under the transgender classification-ofimédaey, say activiggroups. Several
organizations are lending their support to the Zapata family in hopes of getting a natiocahhataw.

But prosecutors worry that all the publicity the case has garreriedluding a fullpage ad that ran last week in several Galornewspapers
and online— could taint the jury pool.

Also covering the trial is truTV, a cable channel focusing on-pigifile murder cases.
Jury selection will continue through today and go into Wednesday.

Monte Whaley: 7208290907 ormwhaley@denverpost.com
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