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Blood Diamond (2007) 
Director Edward Zwick 

 
Cast 
Jennifer Connelly - Maddy Bowen  

Leonardo DiCaprio - Danny Archer  

Djimon Hounsou - Solomon Vandy  
Arnold Vosloo - Colonel Coetzee  

Basil Wallace - Benjamin  
Kagiso Kuypers - Dia Vandy  

Benu Mabhena - Jassie Vandy  

Michael Sheen - Simmons  
David Harewood - Captain Poison  

Ntare Mwine - M'ed  

Anthony J. Coleman - Cordell Brown 
 

Crew 

Supervising Art Director: Peter Wenham  

Special Effects Supervisor: Andy Williams , Clive Beard  

Set Decorator: Olivia Bloch-Laine  

Associate Producer: Josh Gummersall  

Supervising Art Director: Raymond Chan  

Art Director: Daran Fulham  

Executive Producer: Benjamin Waisbren  

Screenwriter: Marshall Herskovitz  

Producer: Marshall Herskovitz  

Composer (Music Score): James Newton Howard  

Screen Story: C. Gaby Mitchell  

Editor: Steven Rosenblum  

Cinematographer: Eduardo Serra  

Production Designer: Dan Weil  

Producer: Paula Weinstein  

Director: Edward Zwick  

Screenwriter: Edward Zwick  

Producer: Edward Zwick , Greg Jacobs  

Sound Mixer: Andy Nelson  

Sound/Sound Designer: Ivan Sharrock  

Casting: Victoria Thomas  

Supervising Sound Editor: Lon Bender  

Costume Designer: Ngila Dickson  

First Assistant Director: Nilo Otero  

Visual Effects Supervisor: Jeffrey A. Okun  

Screenwriter: Charles Leavitt  

Screen Story: Charles Leavitt  

Sound Mixer: Anna Behlmer  

Producer: Gillian Gorfil , Graham King  

Second Unit Director: Gary Capo  

Co-producer: Kevin de la Noy  

Executive Producer: Kevin de la Noy , Len Amato  

Special Effects Supervisor: Ray Ferguson 

 

Disc #1 -- Blood Diamond  

Hollywoodôs attempts at social conscience films in the past several years have been self-

indulgent, fractured narratives tailored for self-congratulatory Academy Awards shows. 

Theyôre barely watchable, much less entertaining. ñBlood Diamondò is a welcome 
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exception. An action film with attractive, involving characters and memorable -though 

unoriginal- dialogue, ñBlood Diamondò is set in Sierra Leone in 1999, during the 

countryôs bloody civil war in which the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 

murdered, maimed, and displaced millions in its attempt to control and profit from the 

nation's diamond fields.  

 

Mercenary soldier Danny Archer (Leonardo DiCaprio) smuggles diamonds from Sierra 

Leone into Liberia, where they eventually make their way into the vaults of the world's 

largest diamond conglomerate Van de Kaap. Solomon Vandy (Djimon Hounsou) is a 

fisherman forced to work in the diamond fields when his village was ravaged by the 

RUF. When both men are briefly held in the same jail in Freetown, Danny learns that 

Solomon has hidden a large pink diamond. Danny needs to reimburse his commander for 

a lost shipment, so he promises Solomon help in finding his family in exchange for the 

location of the stone. At the same time, he implores American journalist Maddy Bowen 

(Jennifer Connelly) for assistance in exchange for damning information on the diamond 

trade.  

 

Djimon Hounsou is a powerful, empathetic presence throughout ñBlood Diamondò, and 

Jennifer Connelly makes Maddyôs sense of adventure, bravery, and commitment to her 

beliefs infectious. But it is Leonardo DiCaprio's portrayal of sharp, wounded, resourceful 

Danny Archer that pulls the audience into this film. Dannyôs unyielding determination to 

survive, his relentless motion in the direction of necessity is ñBlood Diamondòôs driving 

force. DiCaprio deserved the praise he received for this performance. The extended 

sequence of the RUF's assault on Freetown is one of the most memorable depictions of 

war that I've seen on film. My hat is off to director Edward Zwick, cinematographer 

Eduardo Serra, and production designer Dan Weil for this surreal spectacle.  

 

The civil war in Sierra Leone ended in 2002, and there are now considerably fewer 

conflict diamonds than in the 1990s. So in some ways this film is old news. But conflict 

diamonds, which are used to finance violent revolutionary movements and general 

mayhem, are still very much an issue among human rights activists and critics of the 

diamond industry. It may be inevitable that the politics of ñBlood Diamondò are murky, 

since the events it depicts are impenetrable. The filmmakers are obviously trying to raise 

awareness about what one may be subsidizing in purchasing diamonds. But Van de Kaap 

is an unveiled stand-in for De Beers (the worldôs largest diamond conglomerate), and it 

isn't clear to me what the film wants to say about them. Van de Kaap buys conflict 

diamonds in order to control the price of diamonds on the world market. But Van de 

Kaap also supports the mercenary army hired to root out the RUF. 

In spite of their representative being a rich, smarmy white man, 

I'm not sure that this makes Van de Kaap a villain. But then De 

Beers' relationship to conflict diamonds has never been clear.  

 

Chapter 1: Caught in Revolutionôs Net [6:30]  
Biography for Edward Zwick (Director)  
Date of Birth 8 October 1952, Chicago, IL 

Height 5' 7"  

Spouse Liberty Godshall (present) 
Trade Mark Frequently casts Denzel Washington. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001880/
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Trivia 

¶ MFA American Film Institute. 

¶ Runs a production company, The Bedford Falls Company, with partner Marshall Herskovitz. 

¶ Brother of Joel Zwick. Uncle of Hillary Zwick. 

¶ 1999 won the Oscar for Shakespeare In Love. 

¶ 2001 nominated for a Best Picture Oscar for Traffic. 
Filmography  
1. Untitled Kip Williams Project (2008)  

2. Defiance (2008) (producer)  

3. "Quarterlife" (2007) TV Series (producer)  

4. Blood Diamond (2006) (producer)  

5. 1/4life (2005) (TV) (executive producer)  

6. The Last Samurai (2003) (producer)  

7. Abandon (2002) (producer)  

8. Women vs. Men (2002) (TV) (executive producer)  

9. Lone Star State of Mind (2002) (executive producer)  

10. I Am Sam (2001) (producer)  

11. Traffic (2000) (producer)  

12. "Once and Again" (1999) TV Series  
13. Shakespeare in Love (1998) (producer)  

14. The Siege (1998/I) (producer)  

15. Dangerous Beauty (1998) (producer)  

16. "Relativity" (1996) TV Series (producer)  

17. Legends of the Fall (1994) (producer)  

18. "My So-Called Life" (1994) TV Series  
19. Extreme Close-Up (1990) (TV) (executive producer)  

20. "thirtysomething" (executive producer)  

21. "CBS Summer Playhouse" (executive producer)  

22. Special Bulletin (1983) (TV) (producer)  

23. "Family" (1976) TV Series (producer)  

Director: 

1. Defiance (2008) (filming)  

2. Blood Diamond (2006)  

3. 1/4life (2005) (TV)  

4. The Last Samurai (2003)  

5. "Once and Again" (3 episodes, 1999-2000)  

6. The Siege (1998/I)  

7. "Relativity" (1996) TV Series (unknown episodes)  

8. Courage Under Fire (1996)  

9. Legends of the Fall (1994)  

10. Leaving Normal (1992)  

11. "thirtysomething" (3 episodes, 1987-1990)  

12. Glory (1989)  

13. About Last Night... (1986)  

14. Special Bulletin (1983) (TV) (as Ed Zwick)  

15. Having It All (1982) (TV)  

16. Paper Dolls (1982) (TV)  

17. "Family" (1976) TV Series (unknown episodes) 

Writer: 

1. Defiance (2008) (filming)  

2. "Quarterlife" (2007) TV Series (filming) (story)  

3. 1/4life (2005) (TV) (additional story and dialogue)  

4. The Last Samurai (2003) (screenplay)  

5. America: A Tribute to Heroes (2001) (TV)  

6. "Once and Again" (1 episode, 2000)  

7. The Siege (1998/I) (screenplay)  

8. Extreme Close-Up (1990) (TV) (story)  

9. "thirtysomething" (6 episodes, 1987-1989) 

10. Special Bulletin (1983) (TV) (story) (as Ed Zwick)  

11. "Family" (3 episodes, 1979-1980)  

Actor: 

1. Women vs. Men (2002) (TV) Moderator  

2. "Once and Again" Dr. Daniel Rosenfeld  

Soundtrack: 

1. Blood Diamond (2006)  

Source: Internet Movie Database  

 

 This film was two years in the making; there were people on this crew comprised of 27 

countries in North America, Australia, New Zealand, and Europe and from Africa. 

 

A film that changed everyone involved with the picture. Movie begins with this little map 

of Sierra Leone (1999) Africa, when the film began many in the audience could not 

identify where Sierra Leone is located. There are such larger issues associated with this 

part of the world which have huge ramifications to the rest of the world.  

 

This is a story which will attempt to make real how when we purchase things it has 

repercussions someplace else. Just one example, when you purchase the toy that is 

assembled in china for .18 and is sold by Wal*Mart for $4.99, what was the cost in 

human sacrifices to make that possible. When we put a credit card down we are 

endorsing that corporations practices and how it affects thousands and millions of 

peopleôs lives. 

 

First scene is the introduction of Dia (Kagiso Kuypers) and Solomon Vandy (Djimon 

Hounsou) speaks three languages, does a great job of breaking his English down to the 

language of the fishermen.  

 

This father son relationship (Solomon & Dia) becomes central to the story. Edward 

Zwick does a great job of setting up an analogy here, the child is the jewel and he is 

going to juxtapose that with a man looking for a diamond. It begs the question as to what 

is valuable.  
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Errors in geography: When the sun is seen rising over Freetown, it rises over the ocean. 

Freetown is in Western Africa, where the sun rises over the continent to the east. 

 

What is valuable in this scene is the relationship between these two people and the life 

they live, their pastoral existence in this beautiful place. Sierra Leone in the 1960ôs was 

considered a place that had a bright future; it was beautiful and peaceful destination in 

Africa. Beautiful beaches and gracious people, that all changed as the discovery of 

diamonds fueled the fight over the possession of diamonds. 

 

Solomonôs sonôs name is Dia, which means ñexpensiveò in Creole, the adapted language 

of Sierra Leone. 

 

Djimon Hounsou (Name pronounced Jie-mon Hahn-soo) plays Solomon Vandy, a Mende 

tribesman. In the movie Amistad he plays the role of Cinque, chief of the Mende tribe. 

Djimon originated from Africa and has graced the catwalks of Paris and London as a 

popular male model. Came to Paris from Benin at the age of 13, couldn't find a job and 

ended as a vagrant, sleeping under bridges and rummaging in trash cans for food. Things 

changed for the better when fashion designer Thierry Mugler discovered him and made 

him a fashion model. 

 
Biography for Djimon Hounsou 

Date of Birth 24 April 1964, Cotonou, Benin 
Birth Name Djimon Gaston Hounsou 

Height 6' 2"  

Trivia 

¶ Was in Janet Jackson video "Love Will Never Do Without You" (1992) 

¶ In "ER" (1994) he played Mobalage Ikabo, a refugee from Nigeria. His actual homeland of Benin shares its largest border 

with Nigeria. 

¶ Third male African to receive an Oscar-nomination for acting. The other two were Basil Rathbone and Cecil Kellaway. All 
three men were nominated for 'Best Supporting Actor'. 

¶ Learned English by watching television. 
Personal Quotes 

¶ "School bored me. Being educated and being intelligent are two different things. I thought I was smart enough. And I 

wanted to be an entertainer. I stopped going to school as a way of saying I was mature, a way of saying I was going to 
choose who I was going to become." --Daily News, December 3, 1997 

¶ "America has this understanding of Africans that plays like National Geographic: a bunch of Negroes with loincloths 
running around the plain fields of Africa chasing gazelles. Meanwhile, we have Africans and African-Americans, 

contemporary men, with great stories, great integrity, great heroes and nobody wants to see or hear about those African 

heroes and those African-American heroes. One day, I will be in a position to play those great human beings on-screen." 
Filmography 

Actor: 

1. Push (2008)  
2. Get Some (2008)  

3. Eragon (2006) Ajihad  

4. Blood Diamond (2006) Solomon Vandy  

5. The Island (2005) Albert Laurent  

6. Beauty Shop (2005) Joe  

7. Constantine (2005) Midnite  
8. "Alias" Kazari Bomani (2003-2004)  

9. Blueberry (2004) Woodhead 

10. Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of Life (2003) 
Kosa  

11. Biker Boyz (2003) Motherland  

12. Heroes (2002) Mystery Man  
13. In America (2002) Mateo  

14. The Four Feathers (2002) Abou Fatma  

15. Boulet, Le (2002) Det. Youssouf 

16. "Soul Food" Victor Onuka (2001)  
17. The Tag (2001) Marshall  

18. Passage du milieu (2000) Narrator (US Version) 

19. Gladiator (2000) Juba 

20. "ER" .... Mobalage Ikabo (1999) 

21. Deep Rising (1998) Vivo  

22. Ill Gotten Gains (1997) Fyah  
23. Amistad (1997) Cinque  

24. The Small Hours (1997)  

25. Stargate (1994) Horus 
26. Unlawful Entry (1992) Prisoner on Bench  

27. "Beverly Hills, 90210" Club Doorman (1990) 

28. Without You I'm Nothing (1990) Ex-Boyfriend 
Source: Internet Movie Database 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0005023/
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This first scene was filmed in Mozambique they went out at dawn for six days straight 

with only about twenty minute window to film in magic hour as the sun was breaking 

over the ocean. 

 

Filming locations: 

Cape Town & Port Edward, South Africa  

Goba, Maputo, Mozambique  

KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa  

London, England, UK  

Victoria and Albert Waterfront, Cape Town, South Africa 

Sierra Leone, South Africa  

 

 

03:13 They built this village right here on the beach next to that same ocean beach that 

they photographed for the sunrise. You see as they turn around here in the reverse shot, 

those huts and even the hills were added by the film crew. There are a lot of hills in Sierra 

Leone, but there are not very many hills in Mozambique, so they shot hills in Sierra 

Leone and then added them to the shots in the background, so the landscape would reflect 

what Sierra Leone looks like in the movie. 

 

03:30 This is the introduction of the RUF (Revolutionary United Front). Those trucks, the 

cut down versions, became kind of a theme, representing trouble, as they do in Sierra 

Leone. 

 

03:43 This shot of them running along the beaches was shot repeatedly just to accomplish 

that speed and intensity.  

 

03:58 Now we have a very violent introduction. The violence in the movie doesnôt even 

compare to the violence that is taking place in Sierra Leone almost on a daily basis. The 

deprivations that were foisted upon the people by the RUF were beyond anything 

imagined, things done to pregnant women, things done to children, cannibalism, anything 

you can imagine. So they felt they had to do something quite shocking in the beginning to 

set the terms of the movie. 

 

Many of these people are untrained actors and they worked with them for several weeks 

to teach them what they were intending to depict. It is remarkable the level of 

performance from these untrained individuals. Something that you can never teach is the 

risk of violence and the suddenness of violence. 

 

You also see in these opening moments some amazing camera operations, the two camera 

men that provide the principal photography are Mike Proudfoot and Klemens Becker as 

the camera operator, along with Eduardo Serra as the cinematographer. 

 

05:24 Now we introduce David Harewood who is playing Captain Poison of the RUF. 

The dialogue he uses here is very much stuff taken from a slogan of the RUF. The people 

were told that you need your hands to vote and the RUF took that slogan and said then we 
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will cut off your hands. The RUF captain said that he would terrify the people not to vote 

and keep them away from the ballot box. Extremely gruesome to show the taking of 

oneôs hand, but it is the single solution and image of what happened at that time. 

Throughout Sierra Leone today there are literally tens of thousands of men, women and 

children who are amputated in varies ways. 

 

You also see in this scene the introduction of many young faces, the child soldiers were 

also a signature in every country where there has been a problem with diamonds. This is 

the forced debasement of children, it is important that the audience is exposed to them 

here and then later on they will see how one is created. 

 

Chapter 2: Conflict Zone Statistics 06:36 

Now they do another juxtaposition going from the hot and terrifying world of South 

African revolution to this very sterile academic setting of these individuals talking about 

the problem. 

 

07:01 This mine is something that they built for the movie with the production designer 

Dan Weil. There was protective plastic under the surface of the water to protect the local 

environment. All of those palms that you see in the long shot revealing the depth of field 

were brought in to make it look like Sierra Leone. There is no way they could have shot 

the film in Sierra Leone, the devastation and absence of their infrastructure would not 

have made it possible at this time. There is the absence of hotels, roads and even power 

during the day time, is still a terrible problem. 

 

0:07:30 United States purchases two thirds of all diamonds. 

 

Now watch this great example of storytelling technique being demonstrated here. In order 

to get as much exposition into the beginning of the story, they cut between the reality of 

the situation and these people talking about the situation, thus filling the audience in as 

much as possible.  

 

0:08:31 The set up the rules here, if anyone attempts to steal a diamond from the field 

they are executed. This will later relate to Solomon Vandyôs character and what could or 

might happen to him. 

 

Compare and contrast. Notice the cinematography the monochromatic black of Africa 

juxtaposed with coolness of that European setting, all accomplished by Eduardo Serra as 

the cinematographer. 

  

Chapter 3: Danny Negotiates 09:05  

Anachronisms: The plane seen early in the movie, a Gippsland GA8 Airvan, was not 

available for export sale during the late 1990s when the film is supposed to take place. 

 

Russell Crowe was considered for the role of Danny Archer. 
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Anachronisms: When Danny arrives to do business with Commander Zero, he encounters 

Rambo, who wears a Snoop Dogg Afroskull Tee under his military green shirt. This piece 

was fabricated by Alstyle Apparel & Activewear in 2004, thus it is the wrong date for the 

use inside this film. 

 

Anachronisms: In the film, Danny Archer is wearing Magnum Desert Operations Series 

boots, which were introduced by Hi-Tec Sports USA Inc. in 2003. 

 
Biography for Leonardo DiCaprio  
Date of Birth11 November 1974, Hollywood, California, Birth Name Leonardo Wilhelm DiCaprio, Nickname Leo, Height 5' 10"  
 

Mini Biography His name allegedly derives from his German mother Irmalin's having experienced a sudden kick from her unborn boy 

while enjoying a DaVinci painting at the Uffizi. In the year following his birth, she and his Italian father, George, were divorced. He 
grew up in Echo Park, then a particularly seedy, drug-dominated area of Los Angeles. At five he appeared on his favorite TV show 

"Romper Room" (1953) and was nearly thrown off for misbehaving. After a string of commercials, educational films ("Mickey's 

Safety Club"), occasional parts in TV series, a debut film role as Josh in Critters 3 (1991), a continuing role as the homeless boy Luke 
in the TV series "Growing Pains" (1985), he got his break-through part as Toby in This Boy's Life (1993), co-starring with Robert De 

Niro and Ellen Barkin. 

 
The part led the New York Film Critics and the National Society of Film Critics to name him runner-up for Best Supporting Actor. 

His first Academy Award and Golden Globe nominations came for the difficult role of Arnie in What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993). 

Equally challenging parts were a drug-troubled Jim Carroll in The Basketball Diaries (1995), the tormented homosexual poet Rimbaud 
in Total Eclipse (1995), and the angry teenage son of a harried mother in Marvin's Room (1996). He made a major impact with his 

starring role in a very updated Romeo + Juliet (1996). Superstardom came to DiCaprio playing Jack Dawson in Titanic (1997), highest 

grossing film ever, tied with Ben-Hur (1959) for most Academy Awards, though Leo himself was not nominated. His performance in 
the remake of The Man in the Iron Mask (1998/I) was poorly received, but the film still turned a profit. His next major film, The 

Beach (2000/I), was not a success, but he made another comeback in Catch Me If You Can (2002) and remains an A-list star. 

 
Trivia 

¶ While filming The Beach (2000/I) off the coast of Thailand, Leonardo and others were swept off a camera boat by strong 
winds and waves. No one was injured. [16 April 1999] 

¶ His first publicity spot was about MILK. 

¶ Sues Playgirl magazine over plans to publish pictures --including full frontal nudity -- of himself. He was 24 at the time. 
[March 1998] 

¶ Was considering starring in a movie about actor James Dean but turned down the role because he felt he wasn't 
experienced enough to do the film. [1996] 

¶ Screen tested for the part of Robin in Batman Forever (1995). 

¶ When five years old, he was in an educational TV program, called "Romper Room" (1953) and was nearly kicked off for 

uncontrollable behavior. 

¶ Father was a comicbook dealer. 

¶ Attended John Marshall High School in Los Angeles, California. 

¶ Has a stepbrother, Adam Farrar. 

¶ He and his family funded a state-of-the-art computer center at the Los Feliz branch of the Los Angeles Public Library, 
which was rebuilt after the 1994 Northridge earthquake. 

¶ At age 10, his agent advised him to change his name to a more American- friendly Lenny Williams. Needless to say, he did 
not follow that advice. 

¶ Was initially set to star as Alan Jensen in Harvard Man (2001), but the film's low budget could not afford to pay his salary, 
so he dropped out and Adrian Grenier took the lead. 

¶ Was set to star in American Psycho (2000) but had to drop it due to scheduling conflicts. Christian Bale took the part 
instead. 

¶ In January 1999, his lawyers filed an application to allow DiCaprio to copyright his own name. 

¶ Attended Los Angeles Center for Enriched Studies before attending Marshall High 

¶ Attended Seeds Elementary School at UCLA where he took summer courses in performance art 

¶ Childhood friends with Tobey Maguire and the late Christopher Pettiet. 

¶ Was once attached to star in American Psycho (2000) and was reputedly offered over $20 million for the role. 

¶ Openly supported John Kerry in the 2004 election. He went around 11 states and gave 20 speeches about the environment 

and how the Bush Administration has damaged it. 

¶ Was offered the role of the porn star Dirk Diggler in Boogie Nights (1997) at around the same time as he was offered his 

role in Titanic (1997). The Dirk Diggler role eventually went to Mark Wahlberg. 

¶ Mentioned in an interview with Katie Couric that while filming The Aviator (2004), it brought back his own obsessive-
compulsive disorder that he had as a child. (December 23, 2004). 

¶ He is an environmental conservationist and often advocates and supports natural causes. 

¶ Considered for the role of Peter Parker/Spider-Man in _Spider-Man (2002). 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000138/
http://www.imdb.com/SearchBios?Award
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118749/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0338751/
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¶ Filed police charges after being attacked with a bottle by an animal-rights activist while leaving a nightclub in June 2005. 

Although the wound was very close to his jugular vein, it was not expected to delay production on his latest movie. 

¶ Of 3/4 German and 1/4 Italian descent. His paternal grandfather was an Italian immigrant 

¶ Won the role of Rimbaud in Total Eclipse (1995) after the death of actor River Phoenix in 1993. 

¶ Robert De Niro and Jack Nicholson are his favorite actors. 

¶ He can speak a little German. 

¶ Boyfriend of Gisele Bündchen [2002-2005] 

¶ Was considered for the role of Anakin Skywalker for Star Wars: Episode II - Attack of the Clones (2002). But much to the 
relief of hardcore Star Wars fans, the role went to Hayden Christensen instead. 

¶ He and Gisele Bündchen were chosen by People Magazine as the "Most Beatiful Couple in the World", in 2004. 

¶ Very good friends with actress Kate Winslet. 

¶ He once said that playing Arnie in What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993) was "the most fun I've ever had". 

¶ Appeared in the television series "Parenthood" (1990), in the role originally played by Joaquin Phoenix. In the original 
film, Phoenix's grandfather is played by Jason Robards, who, like DiCaprio, has played Howard Hughes. 

¶ Good friends with Mark Wahlberg. 

¶ He purchased a 104-acre island off the coast of Belize in 2005 and plans to develop a resort with renewable energy sources. 
Purchase price for the island, Blackadore Caye, was estimated to be $1.75 million. 

¶ Good friends with Lukas Haas and Kevin Connolly. 

¶ His father Geoge is of half German, half Italian descent and his mother is German. 

¶ In 2006 in "The Independent", he named his ten favorite movies as: Ladri di biciclette (1948), Taxi Driver (1976), 
Lawrence of Arabia (1962), 8½ (1963), The Third Man (1949), Yojimbo (1961), Sunset Blvd. (1950), The Shining (1980) 

and East of Eden (1955). 

¶ Was cast in the lead role in Baz Luhrmann's doomed Alexander The Great-project. 

¶ In his childhood, he and his mother lived in poor neighborhoods in Los Angeles which he describes as "Ghettos of 
Hollywood". 

¶ Early in his career he appeared as a contestant on a game show called "Fun House" where stunts were performed - his 
involved trying to catch fish in a small pool with only his teeth. 

¶ Attended the same high school as Bo Barrett, Heidi Fleiss, Anne-Marie Johnson, and Julie Newmar. 

¶ His favorite food is pasta. His favorite drink is lemonade. 

¶ Refers to his German grandmother as "Oma". 

¶ Very close friends with Vincent Gallo. 

¶ Turned down Michael Pitt's role in The Dreamers (2003) because he felt he was too old to play a twenty-year-old student. 

¶ Was trained by renowned Hollywood Gun Coach Thell Reed, who has also trained such actors as: Brad Pitt, Val Kilmer, 

Edward Norton, Russell Crowe, Ben Foster and Girard Swan. 
Filmography 

Actor: 

1. The Chancellor Manuscript (2008) Peter Chancellor  

2. The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (2008) Theo Roosevelt  

3. Freedom Within the Heart (2008) Brian Boru  

4. Body of Lies (2008) Roger Ferris  
5. Revolutionary Road (2008) Frank Wheeler 

6. Farragut North (2010) (in negotiations)  

7. Blood Diamond (2006) Danny Archer 
8. The Departed (2006) William 'Billy' Costigan Jr.  

9. The Aviator (2004) Howard Hughes 

10. Catch Me If You Can (2002) Frank Abagnale Jr.  
11. Gangs of New York (2002) Amsterdam Vallon 

12. Don's Plum (2001) Derek  

13. The Beach (2000/I) Richard 
14. Celebrity (1998) Brandon Darrow  

15. The Man in the Iron Mask (1998/I) King Louis 

XIV/Philippe  
16. Titanic (1997) Jack Dawson  

17. Marvin's Room (1996) Hank  
18. Romeo + Juliet (1996) Romeo 

19. Total Eclipse (1995) Arthur Rimbaud 

20. The Basketball Diaries (1995) Jim Carroll  
21. The Quick and the Dead (1995) Fee Herod "The Kid"  

22. The Foot Shooting Party (1994)  

23. What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993) Arnie Grape  

24. This Boy's Life (1993) Tobias 'Toby' Wolff  

25. Poison Ivy (1992) (as Leonardo Di Caprio) Guy  

26. "Growing Pains" Luke Brower (22 episodes, 1991-1992) 

27. "Roseanne" Darlene's Classmate (1 episode, 1991)  
28. Critters 3 (1991) Josh 

29. "Santa Barbara" (1984) TV Series Young Mason 

Capwell  
30. "The New Lassie" (1 episode, 1990) 

31. "Parenthood" (1990) TV Series Garry Buckman  

Producer: 
1. The Chancellor Manuscript (2008) (producer)  

2. Conspiracy of Fools (2008) (producer)  

3. In Dark Woods (2008) (producer)  
4. The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (2008) (producer)  

5. Farragut North (2010) (producer)  

6. The 11th Hour (2007) (producer)  
7. Gardener of Eden (2007) (producer)  

8. The Aviator (2004) (executive producer)  
9. The Assassination of Richard Nixon (2004)  

Writer: 

1. The 11th Hour (2007) 
Source: Internet Movie Database  

 

0:00:04 When Danny Archer arrives in South Africa, there are two women standing in 

front of the airport and he walks by them. These women are Leonardo DiCaprioôs mother 

and grandmother. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0309987/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0004936/
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There were many people who exploited the situation in South Africa, where they would 

trade diamonds for weapons; this will be demonstrated by Leonardo DiCaprio ï playing 

the character of Danny Archer.  

 

0:09:57 You will notice that the actor playing Captain Rambo here is wearing a Snoop 

Dog tee shirt. It is interesting to talk about Costume Designer: Ngila Dickson design and 

how the irony of this moment in 1999 where you had young teenagers and guys in their 

twenties emulating the gangster dress of baggy pants, chains and dew rags and all the 

like. They were in fact the look of the hip hop generation in the United States who was 

wearing diamonds that they these guys were taking out and never even seeing 

themselves. And yet it was the RUF that was listening to Tupac, NWA and Bob Marley, 

and once again you have this bizarre irony of a comparison between the two countries. 

 

0:11:23 Watch Leo here as he changes his dialect to Creole which was the dialect used in 

Sierra Leone. It is a pretty impressive dialect choice by Leo throughout the entire film. 

By changing he shows his familiarity and comfort in the setting and his ability to relate to 

this guy. They begin with a few subtitles and then relax them as you the audience relaxes 

and understands the Creole, so they just take the subtitles away. 

 

Again another irony here, people that are so very far away from America, yet they are 

keenly aware of our culture, when he asks for a satellite dish so that he can watch 

Baywatch.  

 

This scene with the goats is filmed in a beautiful location called Serenity, which is 

located on the border of Mozambique and South Africa; it is above Kruger National Park. 

In order to shoot in this location they had to fly into this location and then chopper up to 

this height here. They would have to chopper down at lunch and then chopper back up 

again to continue filming. The day was rather limited due to the transportation so they 

had to shot the scene in only about four or five hours. The hardest thing with the scene 

was the goats; no matter how hard they were trained they just refused to stay on their 

mark. They are using little inserts with a fake goat hide to get these shots, not cutting into 

a live goat for the filming. 

 

0:14:07 This actor here is from South Africa and is a wonderful actor named Tony 

Kgoroge who accepted this little part; however, he had a great part in Hotel Rwanda 

(2004). The accent that Leo is creating here is ex-Zimbabwe but popular in South Africa. 

The work that he did throughout the entire piece was extraordinary, working with dialect 

coaches and he also spent a lot of time going out and drinking with the guys who he was 

playing to internalize the accent.  

 

DiCaprioôs character claims that if he found the diamond he would leave the continent 

and never come back. He also played the character of Howard Hughes in The Aviator, in 

which he also claims that if his plane (the Spruce Goose) doesnôt fly, he would leave the 

US and never come back. 

 

Chapter 4: Give It to Me 15:00  
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This river where these guys are standing was unbelievably difficult, as each man who 

was out there is standing on a platform so that they would not be carried away by the 

undercurrent. As you see the guys walking in the river they are walking in an 

underground causeway (raised road over water) that they had to build. The camera is 

located on a bank and they are using a crane arms to accomplish these shots. 

 

0:15:31 The underwater shot is done underneath the surface in a small water tank that 

they built. David Harewood playing Captain Poison is a trained English actor who played 

Othello for the National Theatre in Britain; he really channels this brutality of this 

character. 

 

0:16:39 Now this introduces the diamond, the catalyst that really sets the plot whirling. 

The actual prop you are looking at is made of a hardened rubber; they then tested it on 

film to give it the proper translucent.  

 

0:17:00 Important effect here as the shrapnel has to blind Captain Poison here, and it is 

the actor standing here and not a stunt double, watch it play out. The topography of the 

landscape and the burying of the diamond are all important factors here as he has to 

return to retrieve the diamond eventually. Continuity: When Solomon goes to hide the 

diamond for the first time, he is seen bending down to take the diamond from his toes. 

When he opens his toes up, there is nothing there before it cuts to him pulling the 

diamond from his toes. 

 

Dutching the camera with Captain Poison on the dirt as the grenade goes off. 

 

There were three different government troupes there, the Pan Africa Forces called the 

Equlemal, the Sierra Leone Army and the British troupes, for clarity sake for the movie 

they have melted them all together. 

 

Chapter 5: Hidden Stones 18:08 

The set here of a prison was built underneath a football stadium. Nice choice in lighting 

with the use of the fluorescence.  

 

0:18:21 Errors made by characters (possibly deliberate errors by the filmmakers): In the 

Freetown prison, there is a tattoo on Danny Archer's right shoulder of the SADF 32 

Battalion's badge. While it has the Cape Buffalo and two crossed arrows, the two scrolls 

with the battalionôs motto ï ñProelio Procusiò - are missing. The arrows are also 

misplaced. In the tattoo, the arrowheads are directly underneath the tips of the buffalo's 

ears, while the actual badge had the heads directly under the bases of the ears, where the 

ears met the animalôs head. The arrows were placed where the scrolls should have been. 

 

0:20:20 To the streets of Mozambique and Sierra Leone, intercutting between both of 

them to really give the feeling that you are in Sierra Leone when you see Leo emerge 

here.  
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0:21:29 This particular set was a whore house, right on the streets of Maputu, the room 

was rented by the hour and they just rented it for several hours. This technique of hiding 

diamonds under tooth caps was presented to them by a smuggler. 

 

De Beers Group, which is the largest player in the diamond trade, has expressed 

reservations that the film will reduce public demand for diamonds. De Beers maintains 

the trade in conflict diamonds has been reduced from 4% to 1% by the Kimberley 

Process and it has been suggested the company pushed for the film to contain a 

disclaimer saying the events are fictional and in the past. De Beers has denied this. 

 

Chapter 6: Meeting Maddy 22:10  

There is a documentary called Cry Freetown which documents the taking of Sierra Leone 

made by Sorious Samura the consultant on this film who lived in Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
 

0:23:01 Watch Leo here as he does the traditional two handed shake of South Africa, great detail. 

 

0:23:35 This is a bar on the beach that was built for the movie and if you notice the hills 

in the background those are all CG. This bar is modeled after a beach bar in Sierra Leone 

called Patties.  

 

0:24:41 You get the introduction of Jennifer 

Connelly as Maddy Bowen. She is modeled after 

numerous extraordinary female journalists in 

South Africa at the time Donna Harmon and 

Elizabeth Rubin. Both of these two examples 

were attractive women, very funny and intelligent 

and obviously brave and filled with an 

adventurous spirit.  

 
Biography for Jennifer Connelly  

Date of Birth 12 December 1970, Catskill Mountains, NY  

Birth Name Jennifer Lynn Connelly, Height 5' 7½"  
 

Mini Biography Jennifer Connelly grew up in Brooklyn Heights, just across the Brooklyn Bridge from Manhattan, except for the four 
years her family spent in Woodstock, New York. Back in Brooklyn Heights, she attended St. Ann's school. Her father was in the 

garment industry, and a close friend of the family was an advertising executive. When Jennifer was 10, the friend suggested that her 

parents take her to a modeling audition. She began appearing in newspaper and magazine ads (among them, "Seventeen" magazine) 
and soon moved on to television commercials. A casting director saw the girl and introduced her to Sergio Leone, who was seeking a 

young girl to dance in his gangster epic Once Upon a Time in America (1984). After graduation, she enrolled at Yale, and then 

transferred two years later to Stanford. Her first film appearance after that was a British TV series "Tales of the Unexpected" (1979) in 
1984. Her first movie appearance was in Dario Argento's Phenomena (1985). Has appeared in a rock video "I Drove All Night," a Roy 

Orbison song, co-starring Jason Priestley. Is appearing in an upcoming Miller Beer commercial. Released a single called "Monologue 

of Love" in Japan in the mid-1980s, in which she sings in Japanese a charming little song with semi-classical instruments 

arrangement. B-side is "Message Of Love," which is an interview with music in background. Trained in classical theater and 

improvisation, studying with the late drama coach Roy London, Howard Fine, and Harold Guskin. She did television commercials in 

Japan. Was "engaged" in an unconventional sense, i.e., no real plans to marry, to Bill Campbell, her co-star in The Rocketeer (1991). 
They were together on and off for about five years. Lives in New York. She's 5'7", speaks fluent Italian and French. Was a member of 

Gold's Gym in Venice for a year or two, but is no longer active. Enjoys physical activities such as swimming, gymnastics, bike riding. 

Is an outdoors person -- camping, hiking and walking. Is interested in Quantum Physics and philosophy. Is fairly level-headed and 
grounded as a person and is not overly seduced by the Hollywood fantasy. Likes horses, Pearl Jam, SoundGarden, Jesus Jones. 

Occasionally wears a small picture of the Dalai Lama on a necklace. Favorite colors: cobalt blue, forest green, and "very pale 

green/gray -- sort of like the color of the sea". Likes to draw. 
 

Mini Biography Jennifer Connelly was born December 12, 1970, at Catskill Mountains, New York. The daughter of Gerard, a clothing 

retailer, and Eileen Connelly, an antiques dealer, she spent four years in Woodstock, New York, but grew up in Brooklyn Heights, just 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000124/
http://www.imdb.com/BornInYear?1970
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across the Brooklyn Bridge from Manhattan. She attended Saint Ann school in Brooklyn Heights, and when she was 10, family 

friends suggested to her parents that they should take her to a modeling audition. This led Jennifer to a modeling career, and she soon 

began appearing in magazine ads, and then later in commercials. Her acting debut came in an episode of the British horror-anthology 
series "Tales of the Unexpected" (1979). Her first movie experience came when a casting director introduced her to legendary 

filmmaker Sergio Leone, who was seeking an actress who could fill the role of a young girl to dance in his dramatic epic, Once Upon 

a Time in America (1984). Although having little screen time, the few minutes she was on-screen were enough to reveal her talent. 
After Leone's movie, horror master Dario Argento signed her to play her first starring role in his thriller Phenomena (1985). The film 

made a lot of money in Europe but, unfortunately, was heavily cut for American distribution. The late 1980s saw her appearing in a 

smash hit and three lesser seen films. Amongst the latter was her roles in Étoile (1988), as a ballerina and in Some Girls (1988), where 
she played a self-absorbed college freshman. The smash hit was Labyrinth (1986), released in 1986. Jennifer got the job after a nation-

wide talent search for the lead in this fantasy directed by Jim Henson and produced by George Lucas. Her career entered in a terribly 
calm phase after those films, until Dennis Hopper, who was impressed after having seen her in "Some Girls," cast Jennifer as an 

ingénue small-town girl in The Hot Spot (1990), based upon the 1950s crime novel "Hell Hath No Fury". It received mixed critical 

reviews, but it was not a box office success. The Rocketeer (1991), an ambitious Touchstone super-production, came to the rescue. 
The film was an old-fashioned adventure flick about a man capable of flying with rockets on his back. Critics saw in "Rocketeer" a 

top-quality movie, a homage to those old films of the 1930s in which the likes of Errol Flynn starred. After "Rocketeer," Jennifer 

made Career Opportunities (1991), The Heart of Justice (1993) (TV), Mulholland Falls (1996), and Inventing the Abbotts (1997). In 
1998, she was invited by director Alex Proyas to make Dark City (1998), a strange, visually stunning science-fiction extravaganza. In 

this movie, Jennifer played the main character's wife, and she delivered an acclaimed performance. The film itself didn't break any 

box-office record but received positive reviews. This led Jennifer to a contract with Fox for the television series "The $treet" (2000), a 
main part in the memorable and dramatic love-story Waking the Dead (2000) and, more important, a breakthrough part in the polemic 

and applauded independent Requiem for a Dream (2000), a tale about the haunting lives of drug addicts and the subsequent process of 

decadence and destruction. In "Requiem for a Dream," Jennifer had her career's most courageous, difficult part, a performance that 
earned her a Spirit Award Nomination. She followed this role with Pollock (2000), in which she played Pollock's mistress, Ruth 

Klingman. Most recently, Ron Howard chose her to co-star with Russell Crowe in A Beautiful Mind (2001), the film that tells the true 

story of John Nash, a man who suffered from mental illness but eventually beats this and wins the Nobel Prize in 1994. Jennifer plays 
Forbes' wife and won a Golden Globe, BAFTA, AFI and Oscar as Best Supporting Actress. 

 

Spouse Paul Bettany, January 1, 2003-present  
Trade Mark Often plays intelligent, thoughtful characters. 

 

Trivia 

¶ Cut a single in Japan, which she sang in phonetic Japanese. She says her agent made up the idea that she is semi-fluent in 

the language. 

¶ Speaks fluent Italian and French. 

¶ Measurements: 34C/D-22-34 (Source: Celebrity Sleuth magazine). 

¶ Her father is of Irish and Norwegian heritage and her mother is of Russian and Polish descent. 

¶ Enrolled at Yale as an English major, and then transferred two years later to Stanford. 

¶ Is a vegan. 

¶ Has an interest in mathematics and software. 
 

Filmography 
Actress: 

1. Born (2008) Vanessa  

2. 9 (2008) (voice)  
3. He's Just Not That Into You (2008)  

4. Reservation Road (2007) Grace Learner  

5. Blood Diamond (2006) Maddy Bowen 
6. Little Children (2006) Kathy Adamson  

7. Dark Water (2005) Dahlia Williams  

8. House of Sand and Fog (2003) Kathy  
9. Hulk (2003) Betty Ross  

10. A Beautiful Mind (2001) Alicia Nash  

11. "The $treet" Catherine Miller (12 episodes, 2000-2001)  
12. Pollock (2000) Ruth Kligman  

13. Requiem for a Dream (2000) Marion Silver 

14. Waking the Dead (2000) Sarah Williams 

15. Dark City (1998) Emma Murdoch/Anna  

16. Inventing the Abbotts (1997) Eleanor Abbott  

17. Far Harbor (1996) Ellie  

18. Mulholland Falls (1996) Allison Pond  

19. Higher Learning (1995) Taryn  
20. Of Love and Shadows (1994) Irene  

21. The Heart of Justice (1993) (TV) Emma Burgess  

22. The Rocketeer (1991) Jenny Blake  
23. Career Opportunities (1991) Josie McClellan 

24. The Hot Spot (1990) Gloria Harper 

25. Some Girls (1988) Gabriella D'Arc 
26. Étoile (1988) Claire Hamilton/Natalie Horvath 

27. Labyrinth (1986) Sarah  

28. Seven Minutes in Heaven (1985) Natalie Becker 
29. Phenomena (1985) Jennifer Corvino 

30. The Valley (1985) (V) Jennifer Corvino/Herself  

31. Once Upon a Time in America (1984) Young Deborah 

32. "Tales of the Unexpected" The Girl (1 episode, 1982) 

Source: Internet Movie Database 

 

 

Their banter here is that classic Boy meets Girl, but what they are bantering about here is 

very serious delectable stuff about politics, interesting way to get more exposition in, but 

also an interesting way to introduce both characters as they spark and spare. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0101545/
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TIA ñthis is Africaò and MMBA ñMiles and Miles of Bloody Africaò, that is what one 

feels as you are driving forever on those horrible dirt roads. Another expression was 

AWA ñAfrica Wins Again.ò They were phrases that were created by those old African 

hands that had spent a life time working for the UN or Unicef, a set of code that they all 

had. 

 

Interesting thing about the events of 1999 is that they were begun to be written about by 

numerous journalists at the time, and it seemed as if the more they wrote about it no one 

in the west was taking any notice of it at all. Until a group called Global Witness arrived 

on the scene and began to militate on behalf of the countries that were being ravaged by 

the sale of diamonds. 

 

This dialogue that the character of Maddy speaks is the same that journalist were writing 

about and the word that they were trying to get out to the public. You also get the 

introduction of the villain, that being Van de Kaap. 

 

But Van de Kaap is an unveiled stand-in for De Beers, and it isn't clear to me what the 

film wants to say about them. Van de Kaap buys conflict diamonds in order to control the 

price of diamonds on the world market. But 

Van de Kaap also supports the mercenary 

army hired to root out the RUF. In spite of 

their representative being a rich, smarmy 

white man, I'm not sure that this makes Van 

de Kaap a villain. But then De Beers' 

relationship to conflict diamonds has never 

been clear. 

 

Maddy explains quite clearly in her exposition that the diamonds are taken out of Sierra 

Leone, a known conflict diamonds market and sold through Liberia, a nonentity in the 

diamond trade; as a result the conflict diamonds appear on the free market as conflict 

free. Even though we know that there are no diamonds located in Liberia. This is how 

they got around the label of ñconflict diamondsò and how rich people in America would 

then buy their diamonds with a clear conscience.  

 

Maddy also represents that naivety of the America public, the notion that we can go into 

another country and right the wrongs and then walk away with a better feeling for 

ourselves. 

 

Factual errors: Throughout the movie, the vehicles are driven on the left side of the road. 

Sierra Leone drives on the right, while filming locations South Africa and Mozambique 

drive on the left. 

 

Factual errors: Despite the location filming in Africa, several North American birdsongs 

can be recognized in the soundtrack, including the Downy Woodpecker, Black-throated 

Green Warbler and Eastern Wood Pewee. 
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Chapter 7: Soldiers and Captives 27:56  

Here are a couple more shots of Sierra Leone itself. 

 

0:28:50 Leo states ñscore me a looseò or also ñclap me a looseò is a phrase that Leo 

picked up from the guys he was hanging out with, not a part of the original screenplay. 

 

0:29:21 These types of places were run by the UN, the insignia states UNHCR United 

Nations High Commission for Refugees, this list of names that you are about to see is 

important. The names on the lists are real, and there were thousands of them. Sierra 

Leone at one time was estimated to have 80% of their citizens made homeless, over 2 

million people. 

 

0:29:49 Here Djimon Hounsou is speaking Mendai, with these guys; I mentioned earlier 

that he spoke three languages, English, French and Mendai. They once again jump back 

and forth with the subtitles as they are trying to emphasis how many languages are 

spoken in this place and what it takes to be able to live in such an environment.  

 

They had several translators on the set to help with all of the different languages being 

spoken. The director Edward Zwick and Djimon both spoke French, as well as the 

cinematographer, so whenever they didnôt want DiCaprio to know what was being said 

they would switch to French. 

 

Chapter 8: Colored by Blood 30:46  

Shot in Cape Town only for one week, but great cutting in the movie to give the quick 

shots of Sierra Leone inside the visuals. This is all shot in the wine making region of 

South Africa, outside of Cape Town. Some truly incredible wines are made in this region. 

 

Anachronisms: An arrival scene at Cape Town International Airport shows yellow 

posters in the background advertising 3G video cellphones. Such technology was 

definitely not on the market when the story was set. 

 

0:33:28 This motif (The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines a motif as, a usually 

recurring salient thematic element) about the red soil of Africa, which is prevalent in 

numerous regions of Africa, is a little bit of a writerôs liberty and the folklore of the 

continent. ñThe Shona say the color comes from all the blood thatôs being spilled fighting 

over the land.ò 

 

0:33:58 This overhead helicopter shot could go on for minutes there is so much of this 

living in squalor. It is a world all of corrugated cardboard boxes, itôs a world where life is 

lived on the streets. Here in America you donôt see old people or babies, or death and 

reality. There it is everywhere in urban Africa. You are hit in the face by poverty, disease 

and it finds its way into this film.  

 

0:34:32 Notice in the foreground of this shot you get this man with an amputated arm. 

There are numerous amputees in this movie, as they wanted to reflect the population of 

Sierra Leone and the thousands that were amputated there.  
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Chapter 9: Soldiers of the Revolution [2:55]  

Now we begin the section of the film that will reveal the indoctrination of Dia Vandy. 

The director Edward Zwick stated that he struggled with showing this part of the story 

yet is one of the most important parts of the film. Some of these children were never 

forgiven and not even allowed to come back into the society. The people of Sierra Leone 

and other nations that this happened to, didnôt understand the children taking up weapons 

or the indoctrination that they were sent through. As a result the director felt it was 

extremely important to show what happened to these children.  

 

In some cases these children were made to kill a stranger, yet it was someone from their 

own village. In other cases they were made to kill their own parents. When that happens 

to a twelve year old or a thirteen year old, the disorientation the shattering of oneôs 

psychic was so complete that what would follow would be inevitability.  

 

They did have counselors here to work with the young actors to explain what they were 

doing and what they were representing, as they didnôt want to traumatize them with the 

actions of the film. It is surprising to see how sophisticated a twelve year old boy from 

Africa is, just because of what they have seen and what they have been through. Or what 

he knows that his relatives have been through. 

 

0:36:45 Mozambique which had twenty years of a civil war over South Africa, ten years 

after apartheid of West Africa. This horrible building they are shooting in was previously 

a clay factory. This hallway you see him walking down had side rooms that were full of 

bats. If you watch in the background you will see one fly out. It took a brave actor to 

walk that hallway time after time for the sake of this shot. 

 

Chapter 10: Get Over Yourself 37:38  

Kagiso Kuypers playing Dia Vandy, was an extraordinary student, he was a student of 

music and dance in Johannesburg. He had never acted in a movie, previously to this one. 

Hundreds of students auditioned for this movie. 

 

0:37:50 There is a sexual current that is prevalent in Mozambique, which is alarming 

since the HIV rate is 1 in 4. 

 

0:39:00 Continuity: When Maddy and Danny dance on the beach bar, on one scene she 

holds her hand around Dannyôs neck and on the next she does not. 

 

0:40:13 Continuity: When Danny is talking to Maddy at the bar; he puts a cigarette in his 

mouth to light. In the next shot the cigarette is back in his hand.  

 

Revealing mistakes: When Archer is talking to Maddy before leaving with the group of 

journalists, he puts his hand on her right shoulder and she shakes his hand off of her left 

shoulder in the next shot. 
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0:40:22 Here again is a dialectical sparing that is political and sexual. Leo makes the 

comment about coming to Africa with your little laptop and hand sanitizer, is a line that 

was given to the director Edward Zwick when he was in Africa, about making this movie. 

He stated that after two years in the country making the film, he still did not understand 

Africa. 

 

Chapter 11: Freetown Siege 41:24  

Now they are going to attempt to ratchet everything into the assault on Freetown. The 

assault on Freetown was total calamity. This montage was filmed at all of the locations 

that they used for the movie, and then seamlessly placed together to make it all appear as 

one assault. 

 

0:42:27 Nice steadicam shot here with Leo and Djimon. Watch the timing of this shot and 

the movements of the actors all staged with the action in the background. 

 

0:43:56 The challenge of making this sequence is extraordinary planning, repetition and 

abilities of all of the operators. The streets are all rubberized with dirt on top of them so 

people can fall and crawl without hurting themselves. All of the special teams were 

involved with planning these shots; as a result they look real, like you are catching this 

action, verses filming this action. The editing is sublime.  

 

0:45:35 The RPGôs being fired here, are real rockets on a wire that leads to a building 

with a fake façade on it, which then blows up. They were able to remove the wires so that 

the audience doesnôt see them in the final cut, but the result it that it appears to be real 

RPGôs being fired above the heads of the crowd.  

 

What happened in Freetown after the surrender of the town is also appalling, and he will 

only hint to the violence that followed. The kids were shot up on a chemical called 

brown-brown, which were heroin, methyl phydomine and gunpowder. They were crazy, 

they were drunk on bloodlust, they had killed, and they had extended the bounds of any 

normal social behavior, so there they were set free in this city, where all of a sudden they 

became the masters. 

 

 Here we have a brief matt shot of the burning of Freetown. Factual errors: While running 

through Freetown, Danny and Simon are being fired 

at by AK-47s, M2s and a host of other weapons. The 

bullets are seen ricocheting off the cars. 7.62 mm and 

.50 caliber bullets would be punching holes in the thin 

metal of cars and shattering glass. 

 

Factual errors: The mercenary intervention in the 

Sierra Leone civil war (Executives Outcomes PMC) 

began in May, 1995 and ended in January, 1997. 

They were long since gone by the time of the RUF 

invasion of Freetown in January 1999 when the movie is set. It was actually a 

combination of British and UN troops who brought the war to an end in 2001. Possibly 
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made deliberately to avoid associating EO with the fictional mercenaries, whose activities 

were much more sinister than what is depicted in the film. 

 

Chapter 12: Shooting to Kill 48:31  

Now we begin the story of these two men together. They have been almost like two trains 

drawn together and now their journey is plighted. As Danny Archer (Leo) uses his gun 

here, you get the insight into this character at the same time that Solomon gets insight. 

 

0:50:14 This was the age of refugees, throughout Sierra Leone there was literally streams 

and streams of sea of humanity as they fled Freetown. This is a little bit of a matte shot, 

as they only had 150 actors here, so they are doubling them for this shot. 

 

Chapter 13: Using Each Other 50:20  

Again these terms that Leo is using ñmagic,ò ñcheers,ò and ñIs itò are terms that Leo 

picked up with his drinking partners, as it does not appear in the script. 

 

Jennifer had previously worked with Unicef and child soldiers, so she came to the set 

with first had knowledge, something that Edward Zwick was unaware of until he meet 

her. 

 

There is a really deep frame in this movie, to give you the sense of life around these 

people. The background is almost always crowded with activity. 

 

0:53:52 Here inside the helicopter is a typical movie trick. The helicopter is on the 

ground, you have a little bit of flicker and move the frame and then you intercut it with 

this big shot and there you are in the air. 

 

Chapter 14: Unhappy Reunion 53:57 

0:53:58 Here is the biggest matte shot in the movie. They had approximately 600 or 700 

hundred people on the field. Notice in the background the falling off into the haze, to help 

disguise the CG shot. 

 

0:57:25 Now here is a difficult moment to convey, to create an intimate moment with so 

many people filling the frame in the background. As the intensity builds the camera man 

is giving the scene some additional violence and action as you can see. 

 

The white transport helicopter Danny Archer, Solomon Vandy, and Maddy Bowen fly to 

the refugee camp in is a Russian Mi-8 (NATO designation ñHip-Pò). 

 

Chapter 15: His Only Chance 57:45 

Here again there is a little matte in the background to give them some height, but they are 

just sitting on the ground.  

 

0:58:56 Solomon goes very internal as he talks about his son here. There was no rehearsal 

for this film. They talked to numerous people and they meet with numerous individuals, 

they traveled together, but there was no rehearsal time. 
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Some directors, including Edward Zwick believe that not 

having a rehearsal keeps the actors original and fresh. The 

Broadway veteran trained actor and director would argue just 

the opposite. Edward is in favor of working on 

characterization and character background, but not rehearsing 

the actual words. 

 

1:00:42 This is the catch phrase that started turning people 

around, the notion that ñpeople wouldnôt buy a diamond ring, 

if they knew it cost another person their hand.ò Some of the 

more out front groups in America sent rubber fingers around 

to the media organizations with a ring attached to it.  

 

1:01:00 These insert shots are the real locations, the diamond markets in Namibia, 

Botswana, Amsterdam and Antwerp, it really gives a nice scale and scope. Those are 

actual shops and diamond cutting houses in India. 

 

1:03:36 The introduction of his little booklet, which has his proof. 

 

Chapter 16: A Little Bang-Bang 01:04:14  

The press bus here, with the tape on the windows and the roof, is how the reporters 

attempt to identify themselves as different and hopefully safe guard their travels through 

dangerous countries. This has been used in Bosnia, Beirut and even Iraq. 

 

Here is a bit of a comic setup the idea that he is the cameraman. In the midst of this 

hateful situation that there could still be something amusing, I guess it is something that 

directors believe in, that diffusion of tension, which allows the audience to relax for a 

moment and to then be available to the next thing that happens. 

 

Continuity: When Archer, Maddy and Solomon 

get onto the reporters bus we see Solomon sit 

down in an aisle seat next to a man who he says 

he is the camera man too. In the next shot 

Solomon is in a completely different seat next to 

the window. 

 

You donôt want the audience to be relentlessly 

and utterly be overwhelmed by what may be 

happening with the level of violence and tension that is presented. It is the titter-totter 

example once again. 

 

Every day of filming was a drive to some distant filming location and both the cast and 

the crew felt a little bit beat up after a day of filming. 
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01:06:00 There is a documentary called War Photographer (2001), a documentary about 

a war photographer James Nachtwey, considered by many the greatest war photographer 

ever, which documents these photographers in war situations. Some of these shots have 

that depiction of realism, like the zoom back from the shooters in the field.  

 

Little bit of a storytelling trick here to separate the two groups, you can see how it is 

played out. 

 

01:08:13 these are oddly the most upsetting shots of the movie, to see these twelve year 

olds shooting up and partying on drugs, carrying loaded weapons, etc. The taking up of 

names through a sort of ritual is exactly how it happens. The idea of these boys coming 

forward and firing like that is very upsetting to all of us, especially the casualness of it 

all. 

 

Chapter 17: Drive to Survive 01:09:08 

Continuity: When Solomon is carrying the child back to the van, in the scene where the 

journalist jump out of the van to report on a roadside attack, the child's arm position 

changes a few times, from around Solomonôs neck to his side, and back again. 

 

This car shot out is filmed subjectively from inside of the car. Edward Zwick is riding in 

the car with his cameraman as they were trying to get these shots, both getting bounced 

around and beat up by the action of the vehicle. It is being filmed in several different 

ways; 1) Outboard camera unit, 2) Side mount on another vehicle and, 3) Front mount, 

but inevitably you are really doing it hand-to-mouth, where you are using three seconds 

of one shot, six frames of another, and so forth. 

 

Jennifer Connelly suffered a neck injury while filming a car chase scene with Leonardo 

DiCaprio. 

 

01:10:16 Here where they break through, they placed the vehicle on a sled, almost a 

Disney shot, with the brush whipping past them. Otherwise you couldnôt possible shoot 

shots like this and they ran with it again and again to get those little pieces to make it 

look real. 

 

01:10:39 this was shot on almost the last day of filming; it was accomplished on a banana 

plantation. It was a complete two months after the car cash, but they realized they needed 

a little transitional moment before we get to later in the day. So it is used to change the 

pace and to set off in a different rhythm.  

 

Shooting n the jungle is a very particular experience, with everyone huddling around and 

very much aware of the sounds around you. You also are very much aware of creatures 

that you did not see in the day, which is all of a sudden coming out at night, very intense 

experience for everyone. 

 

Chapter 18: Good Intentions 01:11:33  
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The commodores here needs a little explanation, this is groups of locals that came 

together in an effort to protect themselves from the rebels. 

 

1:12:07 Again a moment to let the audience laugh and calm down before the next assault, 

titter totter affect, the diffusion of tension. 

 

01:13:30 With all of the horror it is nice to arrive to this island of peace and to meet the 

character of Benjamin played by Basil Wallace. There are numerous men like this across 

Africa that have gone away to get an education and then have come back in an attempt to 

save their country. Of course there are also a larger percentage of men who have gone 

away for an education and have not returned to help their country. 

 

Continuity: At the orphanage, Danny and the caretaker are sitting on the porch, drinking 

beer. First Danny is drinking from the bottle but suddenly he appears with the bottle in 

his hand on his knee. 

 

01:14:14 Here you get the mentioning of King Leopold, which tells the story of the 

Belgians in the Congo and it was they who introduced the concept of cutting off limbs, 

and not the Africans. This is sort of an unexpected thing to get into a movie, and also 

reveal some of the unexpected truths.  

 

01:14:59 Watching this scene reminds you of how little time there is in this movie for 

conversations or even little moments of reflection. This also gives a moment for Archer 

and Maddy.  

 

Chapter 19: Painful History 01:16:26 

This is the Sierra Leoneôs national anthem that they are singing here. 

 

Leonardo DiCaprio really gives us the feeling of someone who wants to flee his country 

because of all of the turmoil and someone who is torn and wants to stay. 

 

0:15:24 Continuity: When Danny is talking to Maddy at night and drinking out of the 

plastic jug he hands it to her with the cap off, yet when he hands it to Maddy, the red lid 

is screwed on. 

 

01:17:45 DiCaprioôs character claims that the Shona people of Zimbabwe refer to white 

people as ómukiwaô. This is not true, as the word ómukiwaô is actually from the Ndebele 

people. The Shona call the white people ómurunguô These are Leoôs scene according to 

the dialogue, but watch how Jennifer draws the story out of him.  

 

01:19:38 ñyou Americans love to talk about your feelings.ò Leo is borrowing this line 

from his drinking buddies in South Africa, as they told him this in a bar one night. 

Ironically it is one thing that Europeans constantly say about American culture. 

 

01:21:01 Here is the crack in his armor; something from his past has to come out, so he 

plays two directions at once. When he takes her hand, or allows her to touch him, we 
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have our connection between these two characters. It is a story about a man through these 

connections with these other people begins to open just a little bit. 

 

Chapter 20: Child Soldierôs Target 01:21:25  

01:21:24 Factual errors: Cheetahs aren't native to neither Sierra Leone nor any of its 

neighboring countries. In one of the scenes in the jungle, there is a brief shot of a cheetah 

in dense vegetation. A cheetah's natural habitat is dry, savanna landscape. 

 

The flash and the effect on the window were added later, through camera trickery. You 

just cannot fire at each other in close range, just 

some of the tricks of the trade. 

 

01:22:30 This wide shot allows for you to see 

the red dirt of the roads in Africa.  

 

 01:24:24 In the background you can see the 

Russian transport plane, they only had it for half 

a day, so they had to shoot all of the shots in 

that direction first. Most of the equipment still in Africa is left over from the Russian aid 

to the country. Even in the background you get a CG shot of a hele, couldnôt fly any 

armed aircraft over the region of Mozambique, as it gives the illusion of gearing up for 

another fight. 

 

Chapter 21: Parting Company 01:25:00  

Notice the nuance in Leonardoôs performance the clinching of the jaw line, to add tension 

to his character. There is a French expression that states, ñTo posses another language is 

to posses another soul.ò I think that also happens when you posses another dialect. 

 

And now we are into the Third Act of the movie.  

 

As you see Leonardo running here he is hobbled from a previous knee injury. He hurt it 

from running on uneven ground and for the whole attack on Freetown which came later 

than this he was hurt and played hurt throughout the sequence.  

 

The airplane that Maddy Bowen boards at Colonel Coetzeeôs camp is a Russian Ilyushin 

Il -76 (NATO designation ñCandidò). It was mostly likely the Il-76TF, which is the 

civilian transport variant. 

 

Chapter 22: After Skinning 01:30:00 

Here as they are walking for the first time you get to hear the theme of the movie. It 

becomes the theme of their relationship. 

 

Open night exteriors are very hard to film, as there is no sense as to where the light is 

coming from. The music the rebels are listening to here is Tupac, as he was a favorite of 

the RUFôs. 
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Notice they only give you a flash of the baboon, as if you saw the whole fake baboon it 

would look rather silly and ruin the moment. 

 

Chapter 23: The Master 01:34:16  

One thing that survived the battles in Sierra Leone was the elephant population, there 

were fewer people to pouch them, and so their numbers rose. 

 

The oil comment was a comment that was said to the director Edward Zwick by a native 

Sierra Leonian, and it is so perfect. 

 

Previously Djimon has done some pretty 

physical movies, such as Gladiator, and a 

number of others. 

 

Continuity: When Soloman and Archer are 

fighting, as Soloman picks up Archer, Archerôs 

pistol is clearly not loaded with a magazine. Yet 

when Archer breaks Solomanôs hold, and draws 

his pistol, it apparently is loaded.  

 

Continuity: As Archer draws his pistol, the sound of the hammer cocking is heard, yet 

when shown from the side, the hammer is at rest. 

 

Chapter 24: Searching for Dia 01:37:37  

1:37:37 Rack focus as they look into the village at night. 

 

1:38:12 Again the mountains in the background have been added. 

 

Up to this point these two have really not had a conversation, so now it is as if they may 

have earned the right to talk to each other. Ironically this is the very first scene that was 

shot for the movie, the very first day of filming. 

 

01:39:03 now this shot through the tall grass was one of the very last shots done for the 

movie, yet it all has to go together. 

 

01:39:28 They built this cave on the side of a hill. This idea is one that is repeated again 

and again in Africa, and confuses many of the residents there. Why were they better off 

when the white man ruled, what happened to their version of democracy.  

 

Solomonôs story is one of universal appeal the idea of a man trying to keep his family 

together in the midst of everything. This story could be taking place in Beirut, Baghdad; 

it makes his story all the more universal.  

 

01:41:25 As we return to the camp, you can see how they shot their first days in the camp 

and then the end of the movie in the camp. All of it was done in the first three or four 
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weeks, this is not something a director likes to do, but they were there at this location and 

had to take advantage of that. 

 

01:42:00 Errors in geography: The GPS coordinates of the rebel camp that Danny Archer 

gave when he called in the air strike puts the camp somewhere in the southeastern Sudan, 

near the Ethiopian border - on the other side of the African continent from Sierra Leone.  

 

Anachronisms: The GPS unit that Archer has in his hand while calling for the air strike is 

from the Garmin GPSMAP 60 series, which was first introduced in mid-2004. 

 

Factual errors: When calling in the air strike on the rebel camp, Archer refers to the 

attack helicopter as a ñDak-Dak.ò The word ñDakò firstly did not come from the South 

African Defense Forces, but rather, the Rhodesians. Secondly, it did not refer to an attack 

helicopter, but rather, a DC3 Dakota (hence, the truncation to ñDakò), used in airborne 

ñFire Forceò operations. 

 

Chapter 25: A Father Forsaken 01:43:20  

This is reflective of that moment in Great Expectations (1998) when Joe goes to London 

to look for Pip and Pip looks at him and denies his father. A very classical moment as he 

goes expecting to have one reaction and he gets one that is entirely different. 

 

Leo worked with several coaches to give him the confidence to hold these weapons in a 

realistic manner; he is not normally placed into the action hero or villain role. Look here 

in the midst of all of this they are watching a Bling Bling video. 

 

Anachronisms: In the scene in Kono, one of the child soldiers is seen with a Game Boy 

Advance SP, which was released in 2003. 

 

01:45:50 look at these low angle shots of Dia with the fluorescents behind him. 

Originally they thought of this as a mistake and then reshot the scene, only to go back to 

the original shot, as they liked the look. 

 

The pistol Danny Archer uses towards the end of the film is a Heckler & Koch USP. 

 

In the film, Leonardo DiCaprio has a tattoo of an African Buffalo with two crossed 

arrows on his shoulder; this is the unit emblem of 32 Battalion sometimes called the 

ñBuffalo Battalionò. 

 

The character of Colonel Coetzee has several lines of Afrikaans dialogue, which is also 

actor Arnold Voslooôs first language. 

 

Chapter 26: Kill Them All 01:46:01  

01:47:25 You see here that Captain Poison is also a prisoner and his desire to get out is 

just as strong as Archerôs desire to get out. 
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1:49:32 Now you see a transformation for our mild fisherman, for now he succumbs to 

violence. It shows that no one is immune that is placed in these circumstances you are 

surrounded by this type of behavior. Difficult to shoot, they are using rubber shovels and 

they are trying to sell this stunt. Then they go to the shot of only one hit, and then we 

donôt see the delivery of the other blows. Is that more violent or more delicate handling it 

that way? 

 

This is shot before Leo hurt his leg. You have to be extraordinarily careful when you are 

shooting with your principal actors with this many explosive devices around them. 

Sometimes it can take five to six hours to set up one of these shots involving actors, 

helicopters and explosions. 

 

Audio/visual unsynchronized: When Soloman enters the rebel camp to find Dia; Archer, 

armed with a Kalashnikov taken from a sentry, moves into position to cover him. Once in 

a position with cover, his rifle is heard cocking, yet his hands do not move. 

 

It is hard to shoot this much in terms of lighting and make it all appear as if it is the same 

day. 

 

Chapter 28. I Am Your Father 01:56:24  

It is a real balance to have these dialogue 

moments going on while you are trying to have 

these action moments. 

 

Chapter 29. Take Your Boy Home 01:59:37  

You see some of these locations and you forget, 

that you have to bring 200 hundred people, 

equipment, catering, lights, and camera, carry 

them often all by hands to these remote places. 

It was almost like the old days of making 

movies where you had to hump it all. 

 

02:01:48 He is deliberately playing with convention here, to mislead the audience. To get 

the audience or reader to believe that things will end up as they would desire them to end 

up. 

 

This is a moment in film that you have seen before, the plane flying over head as they 

mount the peak. For Whom the Bell Tolls (1943/1965TV) and numerous others. 

 

02:02:42 The problem with the wound, the olive drab shirt really didnôt reflect that he 

was losing a lot of blood, so they had to show the audience the wound and make it look 

life threatening. You have the comic irony as he looks at the diamond and realizes what it 

has cost him. 
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This shared laugh is as close to a love 

scene that these two will have, that shared 

humanity moment. It is very short lived. 

The emotion doesnôt linger as we swiftly 

move forward. 

 

Continuity: When Archer gives Solomon 

Maddyôs business card it is tattered enough 

to fold in half. In the shot showing 

Solomon receiving the card from Archer it 

isnôt folded anymore. 

 

Chapter 30. A Real Story Now 02:04:27  

Jennifer was there for Leo off camera and Leo for her, but the scenes were shot apart. 

 

This is a cliff that Leo is attached to with safety cables, along with the camera crew.  

 

The female journalist that get involved with these inappropriate men even have a word 

for it, itôs called lizarding. They are often attracted to men who are inappropriate and who 

have no connection with the men of the real world; there is something about the 

adrenaline of the situation that allows for it to take place.  

 

2:08:30 The red earth, the pay off of his blood mixing with 

it, look at this light right at the time of his death, if they 

kept the shot longer you would witness the light fade 

behind the canyon. 

 

The attack helicopter seen near the end of the film is a Mi-

24 SuperHind Mk IV. The helicopter started life as a 

Russian Mi -24 (NATO designation "Hind") but underwent 

an extensive upgrade program by Advanced Technology 

and Engineering, a South African arms company. Upgrades 

include improvements to avionics, weapons systems, and 

counter measures. 

 

¶ Since 2003 over forty countries have signed the Kimberley agreement 

¶ Diamonds are valued on the four ñCôsò Carat, Clarity, Cut and Color 

¶ Need to move five tons of earth to get one carat diamond 

¶ 2005 Diamond exports reached 142 million dollars from Sierra Leone 

¶ Average monthly wage is $20, to obtain a mining license for one year $700 

¶ Independent diamond digger makes about .30 a day, estimated 1 million miners 

working today 

¶ Estimates are that 400 to 600,000 carats are smuggled out each year, valued at 

100 million dollars 

¶ United States imports 1 billion dollars of cut or rough cut diamonds each year 
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¶ Kimberley Process does not end illegal sales of conflict diamonds 

¶ Even though the Kimbeley Process is not perfect, it is the best we have today, ask 

for that when buying a diamond 

 

Chapter 31. Solomon Negotiates 02:08:52 

Factual errors: Towards the end of the movie, after Solomon negotiates with Simmons 

about the price of the diamond, Solomon exits the car. The car leaves but only stops after 

a few meters. Most likely to have a retake of the scene The pink diamond constantly 

changes shape, color and size throughout the movie. The most obvious one is at the end 

of the movie when the diamond is placed at the Van de Kaap Vault, the size changes in 

the two scenes 

 

Compare and Contrast the pastoral beauty of that canyon to Trafalgar Square in London. 

 

Anachronisms: Although set in 1999, when Solomon and Maddie are in London towards 

the end of the film, we see a 2005 Volkswagen Passat drive by on the street. 

Anachronisms: In the London scenes, a 2007 VW Passat and a 2005 Lexus RX 330 can 

be seen, even though the movie is set in 1999. 

 

Anachronisms: Although set in 1999, when Solomon and Maddie are in London towards 

the end of the film, we see a one deck red ñbendy busò not introduced to London until 

several years later. 

 

Here the denouement, the final resolution or clarification of a dramatic or narrative plot. 

The events follow the climax of a drama or a novel, in which such a resolution or 

clarification takes place, all done with no dialogue. 

 

Chapter 32. Third Worldôs Voice; Coda 02:12:05  

And now the idea that all of this was done for the sake of a diamond that will be put away 

and taken off the market is one of the strongest ironies of the story.  

 

What happened in 1999 is that Global Witness was able to shame the diamond industry, 

and in many ways more than any other organization, bring them together with those other 

nations into the Kimberley Process here that they are describing in South Africa. 

 

Then the photograph that she has taken, the pay off of the set-up. 

 

The Kimberley Process is a process to follow the path of a diamond from its origin to its 

sale, which has been very important in stopping the atrocities that were taking place. It is 

still a rather flawed process as it needs to have independent study and investigation. 

 

The convention that he was playing with earlier is the notion that Solomon would carry 

Archer out and they would become friends raising their families together and live happily 

ever after, the ending that the audience wants to see happen, but doesnôt. 

 

Chapter 33. End Credits 02:14:23 
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On screen: In January 2003, forty nations signed ñThe Kimberley Processò ï an effort to 

stem the flow of conflict diamonds. But illegal diamonds are still finding their way to 

market. It is up to the consumer to insist that a diamond is conflict-free. Sierra Leone is 

at peace. There are still 200,000 child soldiers in Africa.ò 

 

DVD Disc One 

Theatrical Trailer 

 

DVD Disc Two 

Blood on the Stone: Follow a Diamondôs Path from the Ground to the Store (2006) 

Highlights - Narrated by Sorious Samura the consultant for Blood Diamond: 50 minutes 

worth showing 

Becoming Archer: Profiling Leonardo DiCaprio  

¶ Behind the scenes shots and interviews with DiCaprio ï worth showing 8:30 

minutes 

Journalism on the Front Line: Jennifer Connelly on Women Journalists at War 

¶ Behind the scenes shots with Jennifer Connelly ï worth showing 5:10 minutes 

Inside the Siege of Freetown: Edward Zwick on One of the Movieôs Pivotal Sequences 

¶ January of 1999 Rebel forces attacked the capital city of Freetown in Sierra 

Leone, 1,000 of innocent people were killed ï worth showing 10:30 minutes 

Nas Shine on óEm Music Video 

 

 

 

 

Measuring a Diamondôs True Price  

 
Yannis Kontos/Polaris 

BLESSING AND CURSE In Sierra Leone, a young diamond miner holds in his palm what he believes is a diamond at a mining pit 

near Koidu. Diamonds have financed bloody civil wars in which child soldiers have disfigured civilians by hacking off their hands. 

Elsewhere, they allow companies to offer wages and health care that would otherwise not be affordable.  
 

By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr. 
Published: December 17, 2006 

IN 1997, while covering the election of Charles Taylor ð a warlord who had raised whole armies of child 

soldiers ð as president of Liberia, I half-jokingly suggested to an aid worker that her group design a 

poster. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/donald_g_jr_mcneil/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/
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Abu Bakarr Kargbo, 31, was one of the thousands of amputees afflicted by the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) atrocities during the 
civil war that devastated Sierra Leone from 1991-2002.  

 

It would show a young woman displaying the stump of her chopped-off arm. Below, it would say to 

American brides, ñI canôt wear a wedding ring so that you can.ò 

 

Someone in Leonardo DiCaprioôs new movie, ñBlood Diamond,ò has stolen my line. A character says, 

ñPeople back home wouldnôt buy a ring if they knew it would cost someone else their hand.ò  

 

I still feel strongly about this. I got married this month, and my long-suffering bride was kind enough to go 

along with my refusal to buy a diamond: she has an opal engagement ring and a sapphire wedding ring.  

 

(As a result, one of my better-read buddies gave me grief about exploiting the child laborers who polish 

sapphires in India and mine emeralds in Brazil. I should have bought a flawless industrial diamond at $80 a 

carat.) 

 

But the truth is, the situation is more complicated. Iôm right; my buddy is right; Global Witness, the human 

rights group, is right; Russell Simmons is right; and Nelson Mandela is right.  

 

Mr. Simmons, the hip-hop mogul, and Mr. Mandela, the living saint, have both defended the diamond 

industry in the face of ñBlood Diamond.ò  

 

Mr. Simmons, who owns a jewelry company, has started a Diamond Empowerment Fund to teach Africans 

to polish rough stones so that value-adding step can be done there instead of in Israel, Belgium or India. 

 

They argue, correctly, that 99 percent of all diamonds come from places that are not presently at war: South 

Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Tanzania, Russia, Canada, Australia, even Arkansas. Countries where 

diamonds fueled grotesque atrocities in the 1990ôs ð Sierra Leone, Liberia and Angola ð are at peace, 

although eastern Congo and Ivory Coast are not. 

 

Of all those countries, Namibia and Botswana are as dependent on diamonds as Kuwait is on oil, and even 

mighty South Africa would be badly shaken if prices plummeted.  

Moreover, many miners in AIDS-ravaged southern Africa, who get relatively good pay and decent health 

care, would be thrown out of work. 

 

The paradox is that all that human welfare, like all that spilled blood, flows from a carefully constructed 

fantasy.  

 

I once visited Namibiaôs ñForbidden Zone,ò the 180-mile-long beach where the DeBeers company sifts 

diamonds out of the sand where the Orange River sweeps the diamond pipes of Lesotho and Kimberley out 

to sea. The clean, well-run mining town is the engine of Namibiaôs economy. 

 

It is an eerie place. Since 1936, no vehicle has ever left, in case diamonds are hidden in it. Pet pigeons are 

forbidden, because they have been caught with gems sewn into tiny jackets. No visitor leaves without a 

full -body X-ray. Mine detected gravel in my boot soles, so a guard picked out each speck. If one had been a 

diamond, I could have spent 10 years in jail. 
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