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300 thefilm Plot, From Wikipedia

Ov er PBnalratiom,sy@ung Leonidas is cast into the wildetadffor his life, per Spartan
doctrine. Leonidas survives the harsh winter and returns home, where he is crowned King.
Years later, messengers from Xerxes arrive at the gates of Sparta, demanding its submission to
King Xerxes. Outraged and offended by tthtareats and behavior, King Leonidas kicks the
messengers into a pit, defiantly shoutifighis is Spartad Acknowledging the threat of

X e r » magon force, he then visits the Ephors, proposing a strategy to repel the numerically
superior enemy by ugj the strategically advantageous terrain of the Hot Gates of Therraopyla
The Ephor s, waansycorsldltthe @racke,iwboarshér trance decrees that Sparta
must not go to war, lest they interrupt the sacred Carneian festival. As Leonidds,depa

Xerxes messenger appears and offers the Ephors a mountain of gold in return for their covert
support.

Despite his instructions, Leonidas gathers 300 of his best soldiers, under the guise of a leisurely
walk. As they march north, the Spartans aiegd by a group of Arcadians and various other
Greeks, shortly before arriving at the Hot Gates of Thermopylae. In sight of the approaching
Persian army, they constrict wal | t o ¢ o radvancenand emeountereEphglies, a s 6
hunchbacked Spartavho requests a private audience with Leonidas. A severely disfigured child
whose parents fled Sparta to spare him certain infanticide, Ephialtes asks to redeem his father's
name by joining Leonidas in battle against the Persians, and warns him oft gsatpath the
Persians could use to outflank and surround them. Leonidas, sympathetic to the eager warrior,
rejects him upon realizing that Ephialtes cannot properly hold a shield, which would compromise
the Spartan's phalanx.

Prior to the battle, the Persians demand that the Spartans drop their arms and surrender, which
Leonidas refuses, challenging the Persians to come and take their weapons from them. Using
their tightly-knit phalanx formation, the Spartans funnel the Pessiato the narrow terrain and

5|PagePri mary source: Directord6s commentary by Zack Snyder, Writer
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with superior fighting skill and resolve repeatedly rebuff the Persian army, inflicting heavy
casualties. Xerxes, impressed with Spartan fighting skill, personally approaches Leonidas to
persuade him to surrender, promisingaitle and power in exchange for his loyalty. Leonidas
declinespr omi si ng i nst ead btead, andakns to tejoie hisfai@Gmesd Ki ngo
Dismayed at the refusal, Xerxes dispatches the Immortals, his elite personal guard, whom the
Spartans draw intotaap and narrowly defeat. The battles continue, with the Spartans prevailing
over soldiers and animals drawn from the vast reaches of the Fengare ranging from

Mongolian barbarians and Eastern chemists to African rhinoceroses and Indian wartglephan

After two days of fighting however, an embittered Ephialtes defects to Xerxes and reveals the
location of the goat path.

In Sparta, Queen Gorgo attempts to enlist the influential Theron to help persuade the Spartan
council to send reinforcementslieonidas. Theron agrees, but demands that Gorgo submit
sexually to him, which she reluctantly consents to. At the Hot Gates, the Greeks realize
Ephialtes's treachery, and the Arcadians retreat in the face of certain death. The Spartans,
4wVl @00 1T obedient to theirdw, refuse
- : gy to follow, and Leonidas

.. orders a reluctant Dilios to

| return ancharratethe story
of the valiant 300 to ensure
their memory. In Sparta,
Queen Gorgo appeals to the
council, but is betrayed by
Theron, who publicly
accuses her of adultery in an

: ‘ y { PFanay attempt to discredit her.
o : Enraged at his betrayal,
P ' Gorgo snatches a sword
from a nearby soldier and
kills Theron, rupturing a
bag of Xerxes' gold in the
folds of his robe and
spilling it onto the ground.
With this evidence, the

Council denounces Theron
as a taitor and unites

against Persia.

At the Hot Gates, asthe Pergsan s ur r ound t h egefepbdemaadstheir Xer x es 6
surrender, declaring that Leonidas may keep his title as King of Sparta and become warlord of all
Greece, answerable only to XerxEphialtes begs him to do so as well, to which Leonidas

remar ks A May yaoiosultfronvaecultire valaing eleath and valor in battle.

Leonidas drops his shield and removes his helmet, seemingly bowing in submission. Stelios then
leaps over hinand Kills the general. A furious Xerxes orders his troops to attack. As Persian

archers shoot the remaining Spartans, Leonidas rises and hurls his spear at Xerxes; he had
discarded his shield and helmet to improve his balance and vision. Though thendpeas

6|PagePri mary source: Directord6s commentary by Zack Snyder, Writer Ku
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Xerxedcheek,Leni das has kept hi sKipmg miXerges, disibly i ma k e
shaken by this reminder of his own mortality, watches as the remaining Spartans perish beneath
the combined might of his army.

Dilios concludes his taledbore an audience of attentive Spartans, all assembled on a new
battlefield. Declaring that though the Persian army numbers 120,000, they are demoralized after
losing thousands to a mere 300 Spartans just a year eanidrthey now face 10,000 Spartans
commandingB@, 000 Gr e e k s. sRaifece, Bilioslepdslthe assembleal Sréek

army into a fierce charge against the Persian army, igniting the Battle of Plataea.

Chapter 10Opening Sequenc&oy Warrior

Introduction, start as the WarnerBrathé s | ogo appear s.

300is a 2007 film adaptation of the graphic no88Dby Frank Miller, and is &ctionalized
retelling of theBattle of Thermopyla€eThe film is directed by Zack Snyder while Frank Miller
served as executive producer and consulidm.film was shot mostly withlue screemno
duplicate the imagery of theiginal comic book.

Spartan King Leonidas (Gerard Butler) and 300 Spartans fight to the last man against Persian
'‘GodKing' Xerxes (Rodrigo Santoro) and his army of more than one million soldiers. As the
battle rages, Queen Gorgo (Lena Headey) attempédlycsupport in Sparta for her husband.

The story is framed by a voi@ver narrative by the Spartan soldier Dilios (David Wenham).

Through this narrative
technique, various
fantastical creatures are
introduced, placin@00
within thegenre of
historical fantasy.
300wasreleased in both
conventional and IMAX
theaters in the United
States on March 9, 2007
and on DVD, Bluray
and HD DVD on July

' : 31, 2007. The film broke
box offlce records, although critics were divided over its look and style. Somevaxtiia as an
original achievement, while others criticized it for favoring visuals over characterization and its
controversial depiction of the ancient Persians.

Director Zack Snyder was hired in June 2@68se had attempted to make a film on Miller's
novel beforemaking his debut with the remake@awn of the DeadSnyder then got
Screenwriter Kurt Johnstad to rewrite Gordon's script for production and Frank Miller was
retained as consultant and executive producer.

Thefilm is a shotfor-shot adapt&n of the comic book, similar to the film adaptatiorSorh
City. Snyder photocopied panels from the comic book, from which he planned the preceding and

7|PagePri mary source: Directord6s commentary by Zack Snyder, Writer
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succeeding shotélt was a fun process for me... tovieaa frame as a goal to getdtbe saidSci

Fi Wire, 2006). Like the comic book, the adaptation also used the character Dilios as a narrator
Snyder used this narrative technique to stimavaudience that the surré&rank Miller worlcd

of 300was related from a subjective perspective. By utijzlnliosdgift of storytelling, he is

able to introduce fantasy elememtto the film, explaining thafDilios is a guy who knows how

not towreck a good story with truthi(Nelson, R2006. Snyder also added tlsebplotin

which Queen Gorgo attemptsrally support for her husband.

Two months of prgoroduction were required to credendreds of shields, spears and swords,
some of which wereecycled from the film§roy andAlexander An animatronic wolf and
thirteen animatronic horses were atseatedThe actors trained alongside the stuntmen, and
even Snyder joined in. Upwards &0 costumes were created for the fibm well as extensive
prosthetics for various characters dheé corpses of Persian soldiébouglas 2007).

Continuedintroductionfrom historians

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historian: When people watch 300, the key to remember is
adaptation is consistent with a long line of interpretation. Whether its novelist in"trvedt@ry

or whether its poets in the  2entuy, 16" century, or 12 century.In the fourth or fifth, each

person is trying to convey this historical event, a story that about men who were willing to risk
all for a larger concept of freedom and liberty.

Zack Snyder, Director: A storyteller knows how to tell a good story and not ruin the story with

truth, necessarily. He knows how to exaggerate a moment for dramatic purposes. And because

you have these young Spartans listening, you basically have th¢tefr version of

Thermopolis that you are seeing. Certainly, that story was told thousands of times before it was

ever written downHerodotusvr ot e it down way after the fact.
watching with a pen, gtongtheyetakiighbtes. Geez . 0 You Kk

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historian: Here is whaidr®dotussaid about it, and then
here is Frank Millerés adaptation, and here i
derived from Thermopile.

Zack Snyder, Director: This is the filter of
this is what you get.

Frank Miller, Author: | was walking around there, staring at the hills, staring at the rocks, and

staring at the plaque beneaththismagf i cent scul ptur e. I felt tra
it me like that. Ever since | was a little boy, | had wanted to walk that mound. The Spartans

remain a mystery; they were completely a battle culture. They were absolutely dedicated to
warfare.At the same time they had an absolute code of honor on what it meant to be a Spartan.

Start the Film(Times refes to the Blue ray disc version)

The lighting that is first seen in this shot comes directly from the opening of the book, by Frank
Miller. The first shots you see, including the skulls were all taken on the first day of filming,
which is ironic that it is the first shots you see in the movie.

8|PagePri mary source: Directord6s commentary by Zack Snyder, Writer Ku
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0:01:31And it is cruel, very cruel. If a child was born sickly or deformed, the child was
murderedBut out of this arose this heroic class, one that the world had never seen before.

0:01:42Leonidas at 7 or 8 yeardd, played by the youngli Snyder,who appears here briefly.
This is the directoroés son, asondjetsthaatek by & giant e d
man. Zack statethat his kid had aough time doing the AVR workyhich is where you go into

the studio and replace your recorded dialogue with new dialogue.

0:02:21The shield isa plastic shielgo the sound effect is addasl he touches it and raps upon
it. The plastic propsvere given a special finish on them so that when they added the color to the
sequence the highlights would stand up and help them to appear like real metal.

0:02:53Theblood on the knuckles here was added in the final hours cfppoduction.

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historian: These are people that were trained as a young
child for nothing but war.

Bettany Hughes, Author & historiaAdl young boys werdaken away from their mothers, and

put into a thing called thagogie. The gogie was a system that tried to create thienate

warrior. Everything the gogie did was geared to turning these young men into grown men who
would fight and die for the city ate ofSpartan. When they were in thgogie, they were

thought to think, to be very witty and sharp. They used to have to sit with their tutors and have
these sorts of raps to see who could be funnier, and they took those skills very seriously.

Zack Snyler, Director: In the movie | edited into its most brutal asggadithere were probably
aspects that were not as extreBet to is also interesting to be the ultimate warrior you had to
learn music, dance, mathematics, and philosophy. That combinegeed the ultimate warrior.
Bettany Hughes, Author & historian: When they went into war, they used to walk into war
singing and dancing. The other warriors in the ancient world thought that this behavior was
completely crazy.

0:03:06 Here they attempt to show you the quick journey of the agoge, and that they got beat.

t

Theagoge( 620 ¥o2e) was a rigorous education and trai

except the sons in the ruling housEe training involved learnind) steath; 2) cultivating
loyalty to onés group;3) military training;4) hunting; 5)dancing and6) social preparation
(Hodkinson, 1996).

Theword flagog® had in ancient Greek many meanings, among them seizure or abduction, but
in this context generally megaleading, guidance or trainir{giddell andScott 1996.

According to folklore, agoge was introduced by the seytihical Spartan lavgiver Lycurgus
but its origins are thought to be betweentieand6th century BC (Cartledge 2001;Scanlon,
2002)when the regime trained male citizens from the ages of seven through-tweanty
(Hodkinson, 1996).

9|PagePri mary source: Directord6s commentary by Zack Snyder, Writer
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The aim of the system was to produce physically and morally strong males to serve in the
Spartan army. It encouraged conformity and the importantteedp ar t an stsate over
personal interest, but also generated the future elites of $Hadtkinson, 1996).

The men woul d bec o nbecauséhSparté waa thd ofiseakdity wgtpna r t a o
defensive wall§ they had been demolished at the omfdrycurgus Discipline was strict and

the males were encouraged to fight amongst themselves to determine the strongest member of
the group.

0:03:08Whipping SceneWhat is interesting of the film is that there are elements of tfindy

had to go throgh a ritual where they had to run through a sanctuary and steal something from
the altar And as they ran through the sanctuary, to try and steal this particular object from the
altar, they were whipped with rods and horse whips, and they had to dodhiditip times.

You can imagine the state that their bodies were in when they completed this exercise. If
Leonidas had to go through an operation like that and had come out alive, of course, he was
somebody special.

0:03:51The wolf also is derived frorthe graphic novel by Frank MilleT.he wolf is depicted as
hungry so it is skinny.

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historian: in this process of training this entire myth making
surrounded the nature of their ordédiey were taught how to go out on their own barefoot, live
off the land, and steal thdwod; again this was under the idea that they were going to become a
hyper altruistic male initiation, for special warriors.

Frank Miller, Author | came up with thetory of the wolf as an allegory for the Hot Gates
themselves. There is no historical evidence that he ever fought a wolf. | made it up, because |
cheat. | wanted to symbolize not only the structure of the Hot Gates, as he traps the wolf between
the wallsof rock, but also, to establish Leonidas as a legendary hieawe never been accused

of realism. And | never deserved to be.

Bettany Hughes, Author & historian: Well, | havetoday, dondét t hi nk we know
historical record that Leonidas did tl@lowed him to be kind.think he was king, because it

was his hereditary right. That he was King, in fact what had happened? His elder half brother had
gone mad, and died cutting himself to pieces, which is how Leonidas inherited the thrown. This

is quite a heroic version then what you see here in the film.

0:04:26These closaip shots of the wolf were first accomplished with the mechanical wolf, and
then they ended up replacing it with the CGI wolf, as he was a little bit more wolf like.

Chapter 2Returning to the village

300entered activproduction on October 17, 2005 in Montreal, Can@dicClintock and
Fleming, 200%and wasshot over the course of sixty da§ouglas, 2007 chronological
orderwith abudget of $60 million
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The film was an intensely physical production, and Butler pulled an arm tendon and developed a
foot drop(Weiland 2007).

0:05:43This is one of the only all sets shot in the movie. Same set that they used a lot, the made
it hot they made it snow, all ithe same courtyard.

0:06:22The sparks were added in pgsbduction. Also the guys in the far back that are in
Ssil houette, they were added in post, which 1is
is real; he is standing in front of a heater.

0:06:53This isone of three shots that were shot extetort aly one scene, in which horses
travel across the countryside, was shot outd{Iisen,2007).This is also ghoto sonic shot
the only one in the movie.

0:07:20This shot was accomplished by Grant in his living room, on his Mac.

0:07:31That is it, that is all of the shots that were done outside for this movie, everything else
you see from here out was done in the studio in Cafadploying thedigital backlot
techhique,Snyder shot at the nedefunctice stormStudiosn Montreal usinglue screens

0:07:52The nmessengelReter Mensahwearing the scary contact lensagjving here with his
Persian calling card, the crowns of ancient kjraggl again you see tkeurtyard from the snow
sequence.

0:08:17Notice the change in the fountain head here, now it is a wolves head, because he has
conquered the wolf.

King Leonidas, played b§erardTerry Butler said that while he didn't feel constrained by
Snyder'direction, fidelity to the comic imposed certain limitations on his performance.
Wenham said there were times when Snyder wanted to precisely capture iconic moments from
the comic book, and other times when he gave actors freedom "to explore withinIltharvdor

the confines that had been sg@tte, 2006).

LeonidasLeoni das was the King of Sparta, and of ¢
Already when he was given his name a birth a lot was expected of him. Hxpessed to be a

great heroThere was a lot ofonnection made to Hercules, because the Spartan here worship,

they thought they were actual decedents from Hercalas$ of course, Hercules slays lions that

is one of the things he does. So shhgyagei vi ng Le
almost expecting Leonidas to be like a kind of super hero.

0:08:33LenaHeadey(Gorgo)said of herexpr i ence wi t h tslveyodidlande scr ee
emot i onasnbthingtotomreet e o apart fDoogas2806ot her actor

Chapter 3Messengers Refused
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Postproductionva s h an d | e ds Metgor Stdiostamdédgbtidé Technologies filled in
the bluescreen footage wittmore than 1500 visual effects shotssual effects supervisdthris
Watts andproduction designelim Bissell created a process dubBi&te Crusk) which allowed
the Meteor artists to manipulate the colors by increasing the contrast of light and dark.

Certain sequences weatte-saturatednd tinted to establish different moods. GhislauiPgire,
who ledtheteamadir t i st s, d e s Everything ldokstrdalestic,duit it hax at kind ofia
gritty illustrativefeeb ( Dougl as, 2007) .

Various computer programs, including Maya, RenderMan and RealFlow, were used to create the
Aispr ayi nfgepdstprodudion tasted for a yeand washandled by a total of ten special
effects companie@rossman2007).

0:11:59The well is not real, only the front half is real and the back half is a painted flat green
circle laying on the ground.

WellScemLeoni das was a very practical man, who s
take the insult of letting what they called barbarians, overcome G&eoeking scene were

Leonidas shoves the messengers into the well. Frank stated that he kind of witbated

scene as it actually took place ten years earlier at a different camp. But it is a great way to reveal
that the Spartans were different than the GreBhksy lived by a different set of rules, barbaric

rules.It was considered blasphemy to kiliressenger, and to Kkill thirty of them was beyond

bl asphemy. But those were the Spartansao.

Persian ArmyBettany Hughes, Author & historiaivhat you have toemembe about this time
period, is that there was not a country called Greece, with a cafptiiens, which is what we

have in our heads today. There were these very distinct, idiosyncratic city states, loads of them,
groups of people that really hated one another, so the Spartans really hated the Athedians.

this time, abouR500 years agthe redly big deal was the Persiangjg great big Persian Empire
that sits in the Mediterranean and glares across at Greece.

Xerxes is Leonidas nemesis. Xerxes was the emperor the ruler of the Persian Empire. At this
time the Persian Empire occupiest of known world, so the whole of the Middle East, parts

of Pakistan, and India. And Persia had Greece and the rest of Europe in its sites, which is why
Xerxes decides to invade.

Frank Miller, Author:Xerxes, regarded himself as God. He was reveredGad king. And he
believed it was his destiny to conquer the world.

Bettany Hughes, Author & historian: This was a man with quite some personality Mseuess

was an individual who had never been challenged in his life about anything. So wherhiee and

father decide they are going to invade Greece and take over the rest oflthenaw body puts
therhandip and says we dondot think this is such &

Homosexuality and the Spartafiche extent to which the Greeks engaged in and tolerated
homosexual relations is open to some delfate a long time the subject was taboo and remains
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controversial even today. Neverthelasss undeniable that relationships we would call
homosexual, especially between men and youths, played an importantAal@ent Greek
society.

Traditionally these relationships involved an older man
and a youth and lasted until the youth reached full
adulthood. Thereafter this type of relationship was

(Pictured: Relief of Hoplite soldiergcropolis museum,
Greece)

In cities such as Sparta and Thebes, there appeared to be a particularly spivagjeon
relationships between men and youths, and it was considered an important part of their
educationOn the night of their wedding, Spartan wives were expected to lie in a dark room and
dress as a mapresumably to help their husbands make thestt@n from homosexual to
heterosexual love.

While in Thebes, the general Epaminondas commanded a regiment composed of 150 pairs of
lovers. This 'Band of Lovers' became a formidable fighting force, with lover defending lover
unt i | (PBS 2008h 0O

Chapter 40Oracle

0:14:14As he climbs the rocks here, you see
cape blowing in the windl'he cape that he
wears for the majority of the movie was made
out of leather and would not blow in the wind,
so they had a second cape for these shots on
rocks. This also mimics the images in the
graphic novel, by Frank Miller.

In response to the criticisms about the depictid
of Persians and the obvious conflict between
West and East ideology, a Warner Bros.
spokesman stated that the fi8@0fis a work of
fiction inspired by the Frank Miller graphic
novel and loosely based on a historical event.
The studio developed this film purely as a fictional work with the sole purpose of entertaining
audiences; it is not meant to disparage an ethnicity or culture @ amgksort of political

st at e(beepp 2007).

Lesbianism and Sparfiremale homosexuality, or lesbianism, derives its name from the island
of Lesbos in the eastern Aegean. Here the female poet, Sappho, composed passionate love poems
addressed to young women in the 7th century BC. Unfortunately only one of her completed odes
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survives, and in another of thestee mentions her daughter,@sbianisnddid not exclude
marriage and childbirth. Indeed, she is supposed to have committed suicide by jumping off a cliff
after falling in love with a boatman called Pharon.

fiAs the eaamples above indicate, the Ancient Greeks do not seem to have defined themselves as
exclusively homosexual or heterosexual, which raises some difficulties when trying to compare
their activities wit(pbswrg2®8).n notions of sexua

Importantto this debate about the Spartans sexuality, is the fact that they neither asked, nor did

they have to telllt was a part of their societ§iDescriptions of the Spartans' sexual conduct (or

that of Julius Caesar) are seen as advancing or threateningrnageéadas, and in the process it

is forgotten that these sexual details mattered to the ancient authors about as much as Julius
Caesdrs concerns about his hair | osso (Eric, 20C¢

fiThe Three Hundred neither asked nor told because there was nothiregtbefo to ask or tell
about. We cannot analyze ancient sexuality in modern terms. Any attempt to do so fails utterly.
We do not understand true sexual tolerance. No; | am wrong right there.

Tolerance is the wrong word. There was a very basic accepibiseruality that saw no need to
defineit. (I say this notwithstanding the additional issues of dominance and hierarchy, which,
while complicated by modern standards, nonetheless did not invoke modern guilt or shame.)
There was no such thing or such worccategory of people @omosexuab Nor was there any

such thing as heterosexual. Putting a question like that in front of the Spartans and expecting an
answer is an exercise in the absurd.

To fiask or teldb would require a very lengthy modern lectafmut such things as sexual guilt

and sexual shame. Homosexuality would have to be defined for them as a thing, a concept.
While we alternately condemn, stigmatize, celebrate, tolerate, refuse to tolerate homosexuality,
we have the conce@partans nevatefinedhomosexualityand they would not understand this.

Of course Spartan men had sexual intercourse with each other. Anyone who claims they didn't
ignores clear historicav&ence. But applying the wofijayo or fhomosexualis absuré ( Er i c ,
2003).

0:15:13Homage to hero, by writing in the dirt box.

Ephores Sparta is ruled by two kings, and these kings are advised by five EAhdrihe

Ephors are old men and they tell the king what it is that they should be doing and what is
supposed to be goddr the Spartan state. The Ephors are incredible important to the Spartans,
and it is interesting to see what Frank Miller has done with iHeahas kind of got their essence.
Frank Miller is the one who came up with the Ephors as twisted old men, \aitl faces and
twisting hands. Hinting at their level of dishonesty or hidden agendas.

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historian: The question here is how much the Ephors base
the war on, superstition or smart thinking and logic. The movie establishesome of the
Ephors do not agree, some have logic and others superstition.
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0:16:00The Spartans fought a lot of battles in the summer, and here they are reminded of the
Carneia, which was a fall athletic festival, thus signaling the approachinerwin

Chapter 50racle
0:17:29To give this moment to her outfit here, it was shot in a water tank.

Oracle Bettany Hughes, Author & historian: Thacient Greeks were all very religious, but the
Spartans were double religious, the Spartans were reagigrstitions, and the Spartan army
would only move, when a certain spirit called the Oracle told them they should go and fight.

The Oracle was a real person, it was a women.
called Delphia, up in the nortif GreeceShe was a very old woman. She used to dress in

virgins clothes, she sit over this fire, and on this fire would be sprinkled seeds of hen bang, or

laurel, which are really hallucinogenithis is not something you should try at home, but if you

burn them you get really high.

Oracle would sit up and sniff this hallucinogenic smoke and then she would she would babble
out stuff and this is what the Oracle thought were messages from the spirit world.

What happens in reality, this Oradkis kindof crazy, spirited women tells the Spartans that
they can only go and fight, if they are ready to suffer terrible losses. And, if there King is
prepared to die.

Historical accuracy300's director Zack Snyder stateddanrn MTV i nt er vinteare t hat
90 per centsjushiotbewisumlizagion |1t 0

t hat | t deshavn thig ngovie to . I 6
worldclass hi storians who hav
amazing. Theysazagourattashh el i ev
is.0 He continues that the film @an opera, not a
documentay. Thats what | say when people

say its historically inaccurate Hqrowitz,

2007).

However he is quoted inBBC Newsstory that
the film is, at its coréia fantasy filmo He also
describes the film's narrator, Dilios, f@sguy
who knows how not tavreck a good story with truth. N€lson,2006).

Victor Davis Hansonformerly professor of Classical historyGalifornia State University,
Fresng who wrote the foreword to a 200%issue of the graphic novel, states that the film
demonstrates a spéciaffinity with the original material oHerodotusn that it captures the
martial ethos of ancient Sparta and represents ThermopyldaElastaof civilizations 0

He remarks tha®imonides AeschylusandHerodotusviewed Thermopylae as a battle again
fiEastern centralism and collective serfdomhich opposedihe idea of the free citizen of an
autonomous polis ( Ha n s oHe furth@r@tates Yhat the film portrays the battle in a
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fisurread manner, and that the intent wag¥mtertain and shockr$t, and instruct second
(Hanson, 2007).

Chapter 6Decision to go to War

0:19:54Soundtrackin July 2005composer Tyler Batdsad begun work on the film, describing
the score as havirfipeautiful themes on the top and large cladiyt fitempered wittsome
extreme heavinessThe composer had scored for a test scene that the divesotted to she to
Warner Brahersto illustrate the path of the project. Bates said that the scori@aHatlof weight
and intensity in the low end of the percussitiret Snyder found agreeable to the fi{Epstein,
2005).

The score was recordedAdtbey Road Studioand features the vocals Akam Ali. A standard
edition and a&pecial editiorof the soundtrack containing 25 traskesrereleased oMarch §
2007, with the special edition containing a-pége booklet and three tvgidedtrading cards

The score has given risegome controversy in the film composer community, garnering
criticism for its striking similarity to several other recent soundtracksudingJames Horner
andGabriel Yared@ work for the filmTroy. The heaviest borrowings are said to be filtiot
Goldenthdk 1999scorefor Titus iRemember Usfrom300, i s i dent i diadl® i n
fromTitus and A R e tissimilasto the cl@Victogius Tituso (Bielawa, 2007;

Southall, 2007; and Christodoulides, 2007).

However, on August 3, 200Warner Bros. Pictures acknowledged in an official statenieat
number of the music cues for the scor@@dwere, withot our knowledge or participation,
derived from music composed by Academy Award winning composer Elliot Goldenthal for the
motion pictureTitus Warner Bros. Pictures has great respect for Elliot, our longtime
collaborator, and is pleased to have amicablgro | ve d t(300osaDubat t er O

0:21:10Leonidasasks his wifeleonidas is a very decisive individual, but at his most troubling
times, he looks to his wif@orgofor backup and advice. Frank depicts them as partners here in
the story.

BettanyHughes, Author & historian, states that Gorgo is a great character, not only in the film
but also in historyWe know quite a bit about her, becad$®rmopolis who was the father of
history, was so impressed by her stories that he chose to write abowhich tells us that she
was significant.

Spartan women were special any ways; they were always supposed to be incredibly beautiful.

Homer tells us that Sparta, was Spartatelagenicas, the land of the beautiful Woeyewere
beautiful because theyere physically fit, as they were allowed to exercise, and also because
they had a real sense about themselves. And usually in the ancienSparidn women were

not repressedhey were considered incredible poteéspartan women were also really
sexualzed, they were not afraid of using their sexuality as a weddomen could choose who
they slept with, which is really unusual in ancient society. It was often said of Spartan women
that they would do this in a political context. They would sleep with wiemthey wanted to

find out political secrets from. So this is where Gorgo used her sex for political purposes.
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0:21:21The crew was dismissed, as the actors are basically négkelkd Snyder, the director said
that filming love scenes is rather uncomédte and awkward, telling adults to move their junk
this way or that way, while you film them repeatedly. This is a special night for these to, it is
their farewell.

Spartan Womend/e do noknowto what degree a Spartan women could walk into an assembly
hall and announce to male votdRkse me mber t he only ci t iTheidea wer e
that an emancipated woman would take part in politics is very Greek.

Frank Miller, Author: Queen Gorgo was a formable politiclpartan women were trainesldo
battle just like the men. If anyone marched on Sparta, the last line of defense would have been
the women who could have fought very well.

Bettany Hughes, Author & historian: When Spartan men went to war, they knew that the women
were keeping the i state and supporting them as warriors, because this is what Spartan women
were trained to dolhey were also taught to want their sons to die for the state, this was not a
problem. When a Spartan warrior i s efleeldeined t he
the Greek world, the Spartan women smile, as they know their son has died for his causes. Dying

for the Spartan City State.

Chapter 7Marching off to Battle

0:22:360n July 9, 2007, the American cable chanifél bought the rights tbroadcast the

film from Warner Bros. TNT will be able to start airing the movie in September of 2009. Sources
say that the network paid betwe®h7 million and just under $20 million for the movieNT

agreed to a thregear deal instead dfie more typickfive-year deal CanMag 2007).

0:23:19This Astinos, played byrom Wisdom They needed a name that sounded Greek. He is
named after the car AustMartin, a little humor by the director

0:24:35The audio for this scene had to be looped in as thetiahblows the wheat and the
capes were too loud.

0:25:00Bettany Hughes, Author & historiaforgo states, come back with your shield or with

your body on it, this is exactly wh&partan women said to their mi real historical termaVe
alsoknowthh Leoni das said to Gorgo as he was | eavi
children. 0 Because he knew that he was never

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historian: A lot of this dialogue that is in this film is derived
from Thermopols. The dialogue also speaks to courage and to the underdog, and it comes from
history.

Chapter 8Marching to the Battle field
0:27:45Box office,300was released in North America dtarch 9 2007, in both conventional
and IMAX theaterslt grossed $28,106,731 on @pening dayand ended its North American
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opening weekend wit#i70,885,301breaking the record held lige Age: The Meltdowfor the
biggest opening weekend in the month of March

300 opening weekend gross is the 24thkgj in box office history, coming slightly beldvie
Lost World: Jurassic Parkut higher tharansformersit was the third biggest opening for an
R-rated film ever, behin@he Matrix Reloade($91.8 million)andThe Passion of the Christ
($83.8million). The film also set a record ftMAX cinemas with a $3.6 million opening
weekend.

Chapter 9introduction of Ephialtes

0:29:23lIf you look at his prop spear here, it is labeled EF, to identify it a3 hesy were
supposed to remove it in thedl cut, but Zack Snyder told them to forget, as he thought it was
humorous.

0:30:09Sequel/prequeln June 2008, producers Mark Canton, Gianni Nunnari and Bernie
Goldmann revealed that work had begun on a sequel/pred@@d.tbegendary Pictures has
announced that Frank Miller is writing the follewp graphic novel, and Zack Snyder has

declared his interest in directing the adaptation. Snyder is waiting until he sees the graphic novel
before offigally signing on to the project

0:30:3L You get your first shot at the Immortals foot print, a little foreshadowing of their
appearance in the future.

0:30:51Immortalshadowsere. The little girl presence they
state is homage toeNw t , AThey ¢ omeomat
Aliens

0:32:25This is a legend out of the Vulcan wars, where they
came upon a village and the villagers were strung up in a {
So here Kurt Johnstad, the writer has taken that idea and 1€
with it.

Chapter 10: The Hot Gates

0:33:21Battle & Hot GatesWas a very narrow bottle neck along the coast, if they could not get
through this passage, they would have to go arouhith was approximately 400 miles.

0:33:43There set was not very deep so for these long shots of them walking forward, there is
always a bend or curve to hide the advance and then fill the distance with CG shot.

Chapter 11: Back in Sparta
Notice the wolf head fountain and the court yarduget

0:37:47This rock is used numerous times in the movie, there is nothing for them togae, i
CG effect added later.

Chapter 12: Persian Warning
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0:38:00This is one of the real metal swords in the movie, almost all of the swords were made of
rubber.

0:39:10The wall was built with holes in it so theyudd insert the bodies into thmles. The
soldier states that Persian scouts supplied the mortar; the battle with the scouts was cut out of the
final cut.

0:39:58As he loses his hand, we us a brief insert of a handheld camera shot, you can see the
movement of the camera.

Chapter 13: Alterative Route Identified

0:41:08EphialtesBettany Hughes, Author & historialle don o6t actually know
Ephialtes, in real historical termé&/e do know that he was a localeepherd; Frank Miller made

him a hunchbackWVe know that he also went over to the Persians, but he quickly became
demonized in history5o it is not a big surprise that he ends up in the film, as this kind of

embittered hunchback.

Frank Miller, Author:Ephialtes was generally known to be simpshapherd; Frank Miller

turned him into being a hunchbatke did this to stress just how rough the Spartans were, and
how he should not have survived by Spartan law. Frank Miller purposefully made him into this
type of cartoon character, a disfiguremeintsality.

Herodotusof Halicarnassus Gr e e k :  j f i @& UHelffr - adoost Ubyss H)avhsiak ar n Us s ¢
Greek historian who lived in the 5th century BC (c. 484 &@25 BC) and is regarded as the

AFat her of Historyo i n Weranttecollact hismhtérials e . He wa
systematically, test their accuracy to a certain extent and arrange them ircanséflicted and

vivid narrative(New Oxford American DictionaryjHerodotus, Oxford University Pregs

He is almost exclusively known for writifEhe Historiesa record of his inquirie6 or G Ue } a Us ,
word that passed into Latin and took on its modern connotatibistofy) into the origins of the
GrecoPersian Wars which occurred in 490 and-489 BG egecially since he includes a

narrative account of that period, which would otherwise be poorly documented, and many long
digressions concerning the various places and peoples he encountered durrzggiite

travels around the lands of the Mediterranaiad Black Sea. Although some of his stories are

not completely accurate, he states that he is only reporting what has been told him.

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historidifiat is something that the screenwriters have

tried to draw out of HerodosyinHer odot us we real ity donWet get t
are just told that Ephialtes showed the Persians how to get around the backside of the gates. He

was a traitor and was given financial rewards by the Persians for showing them the wady arou

the back of the pas$here is a question as to why he did this, as no Greek in their right mind

would chose to give up freedom for autocracy.

0:41:52Ephialtes, the actor under all of this makeis Andrew Tiernan, it took him four hours

to get all d the makeup on. His right eye is completely CGI. And th&PR all of his dialogue,
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because if you look at his teeth are completely fikbey used his normal speech, it sounded
like he was talking with a mouth full of fake teeth.

Chapter 14: Persialirmy Advances
0:44:37This is an Animal Logic shot, so there are no extras here, it is all done in the computer.

0:44:40Now in the foreground you can see the actual guys coming over the hill and into the
shot.

0:45:13Everything behind him here is alike, and as you look at the Spartan army, you have
half CGl men and half real actors.

0:45:59Imagine yourself on a Greek battlefield, essentially you have two forces, rectangular,
shield and spear, each man covering a third of the man next t®ilctore a train wreck,
because that is what the battle is like.

Bettany Hughes, Author & historiaMvhat was really important to them was to defend the man
on their left with this shield, so they would move together in magss describedly
contempoary others, like hideous monster that moved as one.

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historidifvere was a man in front of you, behind you and
on both sideand you are pushing forward, sweating and working by force.

Bettany Hughes, Author &istorian: It is a vergffective way to fight as it is very difficult to
penetrateSo even though there is a tiny number of Spartans, they were able to stick together and
fight as a unit, by using this balanddey fought as one, rather than individual

Frank Miller, Author: It was hideous; they ripped each other to pieces. | believe thaioim, fict
cartooning and in cinemdydre is a long history of stylized violenaehere you get across the
idea of it, rather than the actual realéynd there 8 no way tdell this story, than througbeing
amazingly brutal.

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and histori@mn historical vase paintings they show warriors
individually stabbing and slicing, even thoug
pushing and stabbingn 300there is parts like that, where they fight not only in paling (fence or

barrier), but do fight individually, occasionally. Some of their weaponry looks like it comes out

of the Greek vase paintings, the swords are highlyemmaa nd t he sol di ers dono
least to the full extentt is another way to convey, courage, individual skill & physical

excellence.

0:46:19These are the CGI Persians, notice how they wiggle, when they run forward.
0:46:23Now here they & as real actors, no wiggle.

0:46:66CG wounds. The fight sequences like you see here are all choreographed by fight
choreographer bpamon CarandChad Stahelski

20|PagePri mary source: Directordés commentary by Zack Snyder, Writer K
and Copyrighted by Jay Sellé?h.D.



Literature to Film Lecture on the movie 300, (2007)

Compiled by Dr. Jay Seller

0:48:17Forthese shots here, they ran three cameras simultaneously, as close to each other as
they could be physically, then they ramped the speed and zoomed in and out, between the three
cameras and that is how you get this single tékat renders this concept thiree different

sizes; you are able to go in and out without cutting, because it actually physically is the same
take and all of the action matches. So as a result each camera, although they are next to each
other, they are filming the three differenteszhat you witness hergs a resultyou can see

which camera is filming which, whehe size of the actor changes, Wde, Medium and tight.

Chapter 15 The first slaughter of the Persians
0:49:36This shot is filmed on the same previously viewed atlfield hump.

0:50:03From this shot back, only the first six guys are real, the rest CG.

0:50:40The Spartans didnodét | i ke arrows, they coul
use arrows, when you could walk over and loft off their leg or armciitiemg seemed like a lot
more fun, than shooting someone from a distance.

0:5046 Arrows will blot out the sun, is a historical line.

0:51:129Wat ch for the mistake here, the Spartanso
next cut and transition.

0:51:38Thi s horse battle was shot entirely on st a
horses could only run about 100 to 200 feet, and then they would hit the greenAsr@en.
result, samany of these shots are directly out of the novel, g@aparisons.

Chapter 16 Back into Sparta

Dr. Victor Davis Hanson, author and historian: Remember the key to Spartans, is that it is really
a swat team. The Greeks said of Sparta, that is was thdreesttand wireest of the Greek city
states.

Gerard Butler, as Leonidas, fAManycaostofthdhe Spar
constant testing, duetbte extremi ti es and the endurance t he
It is an interpretation of a historical event.

Zack Snyder, DirectoiThere was an unusual dichotomy, as that among themselves they were
considered all equal.

0:53:28Attempting to show you what a free society would look like, with rich working beside
poor, and reverence for the Quekller scenes were all filmed at the begng of the schedule.
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0:55:21Dominic West, playing the
role of Theron,a little creepy here.
They did film one shot of him
rubbing the head of the son, but they
thought it was a little bit too scary.
Dominic West appeared fiim
Chicagq he is the mathat Roxie

Hart shoots in the beginning of the
film.

Chapter 17Spartans Clearg the
Field of the Dead or the Apple
Eating Scene.

0:56:57The spears are a collapsible
mechanism, so you can gab someone and they would clasp into their spealt fresealso
attached to like a rubber band, so that the harder you pushed the more resistance there was.

0:57:21Xerxes, played by Rodrigo Santoithey have
enhanced him so that he appears to be a giant, actual height
6620 an dGdaeddBuatleisithessame height, and

they have lowered his voice.

0:59:06These pieces were shot separately, for the size
distortion, as he touches him; he is placing his hands on a
blue screen image for the computer, rubber doll.

Rodri go ask Zawearing, fisanhtlzetgraphic | | I
novel, you are not going to hayv
Zack replied, fAiYes. o0 He is also
make his pupils look huge.

The throne was made on wheels and is as large as it appears in the movie; itpted satiof
Styrofoam.

1:01:02Some of these bodies are dummies and others are extras.

Chapter 18 Immortal Battle

1:01:55Immortals Bettany Hughes, Author & historiaXerxes armed himself with this elite

force called the immortal$\nd they were&known as the immortals in the Greek world, because

the Greeks couldnét get their heads around it
one seemed to pop up in its place, and they d
on here, oif there was such an amazing reserve.
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